
My Ambition for Soya Free Chicken Feed

Mike Mallett

Maple Farm Kelsale, Suffolk

350 acres, Organic

Arable, 3000 layer hens, Fruit & Veg, Flour.

Agroforestry



Maple Farm’s Flour Mill 
Flour for retail.
Bran & Middlings used in hen feed.



Organic Soya Expeller
Typically 44%Crude Protein



Typical Modern egg Layer
Weighs 2-2.2 kg
Lays 300+ eggs in a year
Eats 130g feed per day



Layer Mash



Soya, Vetch and Faba Bean Comparison



Farmer & Stock-Breeder 
Year Book 1950
Layers Mash options includes;
Oats
Barley
Wheat
Grass meal
Fish meal
Pea meal 
Bean Meal
Bran
Brewers Grains 
Middlings
Maize Meal
Cod liver oil
Dried Yeast



Vetch (Vicia Sativa)

Field Bean (Vicia 
Faba)

• Field Beans Typically 26% protein

Use in Monogastric feed limited by tannins and Trypsin Inhibitors

• Vetch a 26% protein Pulse Crop

• Commonly grown as a companion crop and green manure

• Bothe crops require processing to realise full potential

• There is poor voluntary intake of unprocessed vetch seeds due to 
antinutritional factors including Trypsin Inhibitors. There is also Y-
Glutamyl-B-Cyanoalanine which can be toxic to poultry.





Mealworm Larvae & Pupa.

Darkling Beatles



Insects
The New Livestock



BBF
Rhode Island Red/ Maran 
coucou cross
2.5kg 
Slow maturing

Rhode Rock/BlackRock
Very hardy
Superb Forager 



Pasture based system
Small flocks of 300
Mobile sheds
Moved regularly
Year round access to 
pasture
Low stocking density


