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Consultation Statement

1. Introduction

This document provides an analysis of the consultations which took place during Spring 2016 known as the
‘Options for the new Waveney Local Plan’ and the ‘First Draft Local Plan’ consultation during Summer
2017. These documents were published in line with Regulation 18 of the Town and County Planning (Local
Planning) Regulations 2012. This document explains how the Council has taken the responses to these
consultations into account when preparing the Final Draft Local Plan. This document fulfils the
requirements under Regulations 17 and 19 of the Town and County Planning (Local Planning) Regulations

2012 for the publication of a statement to this effect.

The consultation on the ‘Options for the new Waveney Local Plan” marked the first stage of consultation on
the new Local Plan and invited comments from statutory local plan consultees, parish and town councils,
other local and national organisations with an interest in planning and development, local and national
landowners and developers and members of the public.

An eight week consultation took place between 22 April and 17 June 2016. In total 525 individuals and
organisations responded to the consultation. Between them they made 3,428 comments. 2,210 of these
comments were made on the questions in consultation document. The other 1,218 comments were made

on the potential sites for development which were also part of the consultation.

The ‘First Draft Local Plan’ consultation invited comments from statutory local plan consultees, parish and
town councils, other local and national organisations with an interest in planning and development, local

and national landowners and developers and members of the public.

An 8 week consultation took place between 28 July and 22 June 2017. In total 683 individuals and
organisations responded to the consultation. Between them they made 1,947 comments. 1,713 of these
comments were made on First Draft Local Plan consultation document. The other 234 comments were

made on the alternative sites considered which were also part of the consultation.

Full copies of the responses can be viewed by question/site/policy or by respondent at

www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/newwaveneylocalplan.

This document sets out who was consulted and how they were consulted at each stage. It summarises the
responses and details how the Council took those comments into account when formulating the strategy,
policies and proposals in the Local Plan. The document also summarises the comments made on potential
site options together with summaries of the site assessments undertaken by the Council which have

helped inform which sites to include in the Local Plan.

www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/newwaveneylocalplan 4
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2. Who we Consulted

Who was consulted

Options for the new Waveney Local Plan and the First Draft Local Plan consultations

Specific consultation bodies

The Coal Authority

Environment Agency

Historic England

Marine Management Organisation

Natural England

Network Rail

Highways Agency

Norfolk County Council

Suffolk County Council

Parish and Town Councils within and adjoining the Waveney District

Suffolk Constabulary and Norfolk Constabulary

Adjoining local planning authorities - The Broads Authority, Mid Suffolk District Council, Suffolk Coastal
District Council, South Norfolk District Council, Great Yarmouth Borough Council

NHS England and HealthEast (NHS Great Yarmouth and Waveney Clinical Commissioning Group)
Anglian Water

Essex and Suffolk Water

Homes and Communities Agency

Electronic communication companies who own or control apparatus in the Waveney District

Relevant gas and electricity companies

General consultation bodies

Voluntary bodies some or all of whose activities benefit any part of the District

Bodies which represent the interests of different racial, ethnic or national groups in the District
Bodies which represent the interests of different religious groups in the District

Bodies which represent the interests of disabled persons in the District

Bodies which represent the interests of persons carrying on business in the District

Examples include:

Abeillo Greater Anglia Ltd

Active Waveney Sports Partnership
Associated British Ports

Beccles Society

Bungay Society

Community Action Suffolk

DIAL Lowestoft and Waveney

www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/newwaveneylocalplan 5
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Fields in Trust

Halesworth and Blyth Valley Partnership
Home Builders Federation

Lowestoft and Waveney Chamber of Commerce
Lowestoft Civic Society

Kirkely Business Association

Southwold and Reydon Society

Sport England

Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service

Suffolk Preservation Society

Suffolk Wildlife Trust

Sustrans

Theatres Trust

The Woodland Trust

Other individuals and organisations

Includes individuals, local organisations and groups, planning agents, developers and others on the Local

Plan mailing list.

www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/newwaveneylocalplan 6
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3. How they were consulted

Public exhibitions

Options for the new Waveney Local Plan (2016)

Location

Date/time

Beccles - Public Hall

Lowestoft - shop unit, Britten Centre
Reydon - Village Hall

Halesworth - Library

Lowestoft - Riverside

Halesworth - Rifle Hall

Bungay - Fisher Theatre (The Gallery)

Wednesday 4 May 5-7.30pm
Saturday 7 May 9am-5pm

Tuesday 10 May 5.30-7.30pm
Wednesday 11 May 10am-12.30pm
Thursday 12 May 6pm-7.30pm
Tuesday 17 May 5.30-7.30pm
Wednesday 18 May 5.30-7.30pm

First Draft Local Plan (2017)

Location

Date/time

Beccles - Public Hall

Halesworth - Rifle Hall

Bungay - Fisher Theatre (The Gallery)
Lowestoft - Riverside

Reydon - Village Hall

Lowestoft - Library

Beccles - Library

Tuesday 8 August 5.30-7.30pm
Thursday 10 August 5.30-7.30pm
Tuesday 15 August 5.30-7.30pm
Wednesday 16 August 6pm-8pm
Monday 21 August 5.30-7.30pm
Saturday 2 September 9.30am-1pm
Tuesday 5 September 9.30am-12.30pm

An exhibition board was placed in local libraries on rotation during the consultation. The board included an

A1l poster advertising the Local Plan consultation (targeted to the locality), and magazine holders

contained copies of the tabloid leaflet and inspection copies of the Local Plan.

Town centres street leafleting

Options for the new Waveney Local Plan (2016)

Planning Officers handed out flyers to the public, shops, cafes, businesses etc.

Location

Date/time

Beccles town centre

Lowestoft town centre

Friday 29 April 10am-12.30pm
Saturday 7 May 10am onwards

www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/newwaveneylocalplan 7
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Halesworth town centre

‘ Wednesday 11 May 10am-12.30pm

Presentations, meetings and workshops

Events organised by the Council or to which Planning Policy Officers attended upon request.

Options for the new Waveney Local Plan (2016)

Audience

Date/time

Waveney Town and Parish Councils
Waveney Developer Forum

Clinical Commissioning Group Infrastructure
Meeting

Oulton Parish Council Meeting

Lowestoft and Waveney Chamber of Commerce
Board

Sir John Leman High School

Southwold Town Council and Reydon Parish Council
(joint meeting)

Lowestoft Sixth Form College

Thursday 5 May 6pm (Riverside)
Thursday 12 May 6pm (Riverside)
Wednesday 18 May 1pm (Beccles House)

Tuesday 31 May 6.30pm (Oulton Community
Centre)

Monday 6 June 2pm (Waveney Chambers)

Wednesday 8 June 3.15pm (Sir John Leman HS)
Thursday 9 June 7pm (Reydon Village Hall)

Wednesday 29 June 8.30am (LSFC)

First Draft Local Plan (2017)

Audience

Date/time

Waveney Town and Parish Councils
Waveney Developer Forum

Parish Council 1-2-1s:*

- Brampton with Stoven

- Carlton Colville

- Reydon

- Ringsfield and Weston

- Southwold

- Worlingham

Beccles Town Council Meeting
Lowestoft Town Council (Planning Committee)
Oulton Broad Parish Council Meeting

Halesworth Town Council (Halesworth Forum)

Thursday 27 July 5.30pm (Riverside)
Wednesday 30 August 8.30am (Riverside)

Monday 7 August 1.30pm (Riverside)
Wednesday 9 August 10am (Riverside)
Friday 18 August 11am (Riverside)
Tuesday 22 August 6pm (Riverside)

Friday 8 September 3pm (Riverside)
Wednesday 20 September 5pm (Riverside)
Tuesday 29 August 7pm (Beccles)

Friday 18 August 2pm (Riverside)

Friday 4 September 2pm (Oulton Broad)
Thursday 14 September 7pm (Halesworth)

* all town and parish councils were offered the opportunity to attend a 1-2-1 session with planning officers

to discuss the Local Plan.

www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/newwaveneylocalplan 8
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Media and publicity

Options for the new Waveney Local Plan (2016)

e Media briefing held at the Council’s Riverside office, Tuesday 19 April.
e Council press release “Views sought on future plans for district” issued Friday 22 April.

e Council press release “We need more views from Lowestoft” issued Tuesday 24 May.

Media Details

22 April

Lowestoft Journal “House building rate to double” front page, full
story on pages 6-7

Eastern Daily Press “Have you say on new homes” page 24

29 April

Beccles & Bungay Journal “Have your say at exhibitions on our area’s future
growth” pages 10-11

7 May

Beach Radio News item promoting (today’s) public exhibition in
Lowestoft town centre

20 May

Beccles Independent Paid for advert “How many new homes should be
built in Beccles and Worlingham over the next 20
years?” page 11

Bungay & Harleston Community News Paid for advert “How many new homes should be
built in Bungay over the next 20 years?” page 11
Notice of Oulton Parish meeting on 13 June to

Lowestoft Journal discuss the new Waveney Local Plan at which
Council officers will be in attendance, page 53
@accessEmma Want to know more about the

Twitter feed (Access Community Trust) @waveneydc new local plan? Visit
@LowestoftRising community noticeboard
@samscafeeast
(re-tweeted by @SBakerCX)

24 May

Twitter feed (Beach Radio) #BeachNews Where should 4,000 homes be built in
Lowestoft? Should the A12 & A146 be linked?

26 May

Lowestoft Journal (The Journal online) “Where will new homes go in Waveney?”

27 May

Waveney Advertiser Paid for advert “How many new homes and
where?” page 37

Lowestoft Journal “Call for more people to have say on area’s future

www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/newwaveneylocalplan 9
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housing growth”, page 20 and editorial comment,
page 30

3 June

Halesworth & Southwold Community News Paid for advert “How many new homes should be
built in Halesworth, Southwold and Reydon over the
next 20 years?” page 3

April-May

Streetlife Various threads throughout the consultation period

April

In Touch “What should Waveney be like in 2036?"page 13

(Residents magazine published by Waveney District

Council and distributed to all households in the

district)

During the consultation period, a number of town and parish councils included information about the new
Local Plan/Options consultation on their websites e.g. Carlton Colville Town Council, Southwold Town
Council, Ashby, Herringfleet and Somerleyton Parish Council, Wissett Parish Council and Wrentham Parish

Council.

First Draft Local Plan (2017)

e Media briefing held at the Council’s Riverside office, Monday 17 July.

e  Council press release “Views sought on future development in Waveney” issued Friday 28 July.

Media Details

28 July

Lowestoft Journal “Help shape the future of our towns and villages”
pages 2-3

Beccles and Bungay Journal “Help shape the town’s future” front page and full

report pages 2-3

4 August

Waveney Advertiser “Waveney plan: your first draft” front cover
signposting enclosed 12-page leaflet “Future of our
towns, villages and countryside”

11 August

Beccles and Bungay Journal “Residents respond to Waveney development plan
at first public exhibition in Beccles” page 4

18 August

Beccles and Bungay Journal “Councillors form group with residents aiming to

share their town’s future” [Halesworth] page 20;

“Waveney Plan could spell death of village, parish

council claims” [Worlingham] page 22;

www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/newwaveneylocalplan 10
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“Infrastructure will not cope” and “Major urges
residents to shape the town’s future” page 35,
letters

Beccles and Bungay Journal online “Waveney Plan could spell death of village, parish
council claims” [Worlingham]

23 August

Lowestoft Journal online “People react in Lowestoft to Local Plan set to
shape future of the town”

25 August

Lowestoft Journal “Town reacts to first draft on council’s Local Plan”
page 6

29 August

Beccles and Bungay Journal online “Meeting called for Beccles and Worlingham
residents following concerns over housing plans”

8 September

Beccles and Bungay Journal “We don’t want these homes” and “Why won’t they
listen to us?” page 21, letters

11 September

Facebook, area based (paid for) advertising Lowestoft: Draft plans for Lowestoft include

Lowestoft area: approximately 5,000 new homes to 2036. Find out

minimum reach 4,600 maximum reach 12,000 more about the plans, view the preferred locations

Beccles area : for new development and have your say.

minimum reach 4,400 maximum reach 12,000 Beccles: Draft plans for Beccles and Worlingham

Bungay area: include approximately 1,500 new homes to 2036.

minimum reach 4,200 maximum reach 11,000 Find out more about the plans, view the preferred

Halesworth area: locations for new development and have your say.

minimum reach 4,200 maximum reach 11,000 Bungay: Draft plans for Bungay include over 500

Southwold area: new homes to 2036. Find out more about the plans,

minimum reach 4,600 maximum reach 12,000 view the preferred locations for new development
and have your say.
Halesworth: Draft plans for Halesworth and Holton
include over 700 new homes to 2036. Find out
more about the plans, view the preferred locations
for new development and have your say.
Southwold: Draft plans for Southwold and Reydon
include over 300 new homes to 2036. Find out
more about the plans, view the preferred locations
for new development and have your say.

15 September

Beccles and Bungay Journal “Final chance to have say on Waveney's future”
page 12; “We must fight development” page 29,
letters

22 September

www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/newwaveneylocalplan 11
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Lowestoft Journal

Beccles and Bungay Journal

“Plans piecemeal proposals only” page 46, letters

“Houses yes, but not this many” page 31, letters

During consultation period

Various twitter feeds regarding the Local Plan consultation and as a reminder about the exhibitions

July

In Touch

(Residents magazine published by Waveney District
Council and distributed to all households in the
district)

“Local Plan for jobs, growth and a bright future”
page 3

During the consultation period, a number of town and parish councils included information about the First

Draft consultation on their websites/social media and parish noticeboards e.g. Ashby, Somerleyton and

Herringfleet Parish Council, Brampton with Stoven Parish Council, Carlton Colville Town Council,

Halesworth Town Council, Lound Parish Council, Oulton Parish Council, Rumburgh Parish Council,

Worlingham Parish Council and Wrentham Parish Council.

Consultation and publicity materials

Options for the new Waveney Local Plan (2016)

Materials

Details

Options document “Help plan our future, options

for the new Waveney Local Plan”

PDF version on website

Consultation portal version on website
Hardcopies provided to Town and Parish Councils
Copies available at Council offices, libraries,

exhibitions

Key Questions leaflet “Help plan our future, options

for the new Waveney Local Plan”

Copies available at Council offices, libraries,

exhibitions

Comments Form

Available as part of the exhibitions

Consultation poster

included exhibition details

Hardcopies provided to Council offices, libraries
Town and Parish Councils, GP surgeries/health
centres, dental surgeries, post offices,
schools/educational establishments, large
employers, main supermarkets, youth clubs, sports

centres

Sites consultation poster “What will Waveney look
like in 2036?”

Hardcopies provided to Town and Parish Councils
specifically identifying sites within their area

included within the Options document

A6 Flyer “What will the Waveney District look like in
2036?”

Distributed to the public, shops, cafes, businesses in

Beccles, Halesworth and Lowestoft town centres

www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/newwaveneylocalplan 12
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Consultation letters
newsletter format for email contacts, letter format

for postal contacts

Sent to those on the Local Plan mailing list
comprising specific consultation bodies, general
consultation bodies, other organisations and

individuals

Paid for adverts in local press

Waveney Advertiser
Beccles Independent
Bungay & Harleston Community News

Halesworth & Southwold Community News

WDC twitter feeds

Various news feeds throughout the consultation

Marina Customer Service Centre TV screen

Presentation publicising the Options consultation

First Draft Local Plan (2017)

Materials

Details

Waveney Local Plan, First Draft Plan and
Appendices
Policies Map

PDF version on website

Consultation portal version on website

Copy provided to Town and Parish Councils
Inspection copies available at Marina Customer

Service Centre, libraries, exhibitions

”

“Future of our towns, villages and countryside
12-page tabloid leaflet
43,000 print run

40,500 inserted at press and distributed with the
Waveney Advertiser 4 August (delivered free to
households in [part] Waveney)

2,500 copies provided to Town and Parish Councils,
libraries, exhibitions etc

Ddigital edition was placed on the Lowestoft Journal

website for two weeks (minimum)

Comments Form

Available at the exhibitions

Site notices

Site notices placed on boundary/vicinity of each
preferred site
Copy provided to town/parish council as relevant to

their area

Story map summary

Interactive summary of the Local Plan on website

Consultation poster “Have your say on future plans

for the area” included exhibition details

Copies provided to Town/Parish Councils and
Marina Customer Service Centre, libraries, GP
surgeries/health centres, dental surgeries, post

offices, large employers, youth clubs, sports centres

Sites consultation poster “What will Waveney look
like in 20367

Hardcopies provided to Town and Parish Councils
specifically identifying sites within their area

included within the Options document

Consultation letters
newsletter format for email contacts, letter format

for postal contacts

Sent to those on the Local Plan mailing list
comprising specific consultation bodies, general

consultation bodies, other organisations and

www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/newwaveneylocalplan 13
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letter sent at consultation start and reminder (email

only) sent mid-consultation reminder

individuals and landowners/agents of preferred

sites and those sites not being taken forward

Paid for Facebook advertising

5 adverts targeted to different parts of the district

as detailed above (media and publicity)

WDC twitter feeds

Various news feeds throughout the consultation

including reminder about public exhibitions

Marina Customer Service Centre TV screen

Presentation publicising the First Draft consultation

www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/newwaveneylocalplan 14




Consultation Statement

4. How we took comments into
account from the Options for
the new Waveney Local Plan
(2016) Consultation

This section of the document explains how the Council took into account comments raised during
the Options for the new Waveney Local Plan (2016) Consultation when writing the First Draft Local
Plan consultation (2017)

Analysis of Responses to Questions on Strategy
Options and Policy Topics

The ‘Options for the new Waveney Local Plan’ consultation asked a total of 101 questions on different
planning policy topics to help inform the preparation of the Local Plan. The response to these questions
are summarised below, together with a summary of how the Council has taken those responses into

consideration in the preparation of the First Draft Local Plan.

Key Issues

2 respondents

The Broads Authority stated that the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the Broads are not
necessarily issues. They argued that the term issue implies a negative. They stated that the chapter could
be renamed ‘Key Considerations’.

The Environment Agency stated that they were pleased to see that environmental issues have been
included in the key issues section and they fully agree with the points currently made. They suggested the
inclusion of water resources could be included into this section as a key environmental issue for the area.
They noted there was no mention supporting the protection of groundwater and aquifers.

How these comments have been taken into account in the First Draft Local Plan

The Council disagrees that the term ‘issue’ implies a negative, they are specific matters local to Waveney

which the plan needs to take into account of.

www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/newwaveneylocalplan 15
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A key issue relating to water stress has been added into the First Draft Local Plan.

Vision

Q01 a) What is good about living or working in Waveney now? b) What is good
about living or working in the town or village you live in? (56 respondents) Q02 a)
What is not so good about living and working in Waveney now? b) What is not so
good about living or working in the town or village you live in? (47 respondents)
QO3 a) What is your vision for Waveney by 2036 and what are the key priorities
that need to have been addressed by 20367 b) What are your vision and priorities

for your town or village? (57 respondents)

Statutory Consultees

The Broads Authority stated that the Broads should be mentioned in the vision.

The Environment Agency state that their focus over the plan period is to protect, maintain and enhance
the natural environment in Waveney and the surrounding area; and, ensure environmentally sustainable
development. Their key priorities will be to improve biodiversity, protect and improve the regeneration of
groundwater, support good waste management, endure new developments are resilient to climate

change, and improve water quality.

Historic England stated that the vision for the district should make reference to the rich historic
environment of the District and the need to develop a strategy for the conservation and enjoyment of this
environment. In particular the vision should relate to the distinctiveness of the district, including that of its

historic environment.

Natural England advised that the Plan’s vision and emerging development strategy should address impacts
and opportunities for the natural environment with particular emphasis on designated environmental
assets. They advised that where relevant there should be linkages with the Biodiversity Action Plan, Nature
Improvement Area, Local Nature Partnership, National Park/Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

Management Plans, Rights of Way Improvement Plans and Green Infrastructure Strategies.

Parish and Town Councils

Beccles Town Council stated that road infrastructure in the area is poor and not fit for purpose. There is

inadequate pedestrian and cycle access to the existing Ellough employment areas and no bus service at all.

For questionl Carlton Colville Town Council mentioned the semi-rural aspect.

www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/newwaveneylocalplan 16
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For question 2 Carlton Colville Town Council mentioned the continual building of new estates without a

corresponding increase in infrastructure or jobs or social facilities.

Corton Parish Council mentioned disjointed approach to the Lowestoft area due to a lack of Parish Council.
They stated that Ness Point is an embarrassment with dreadful access and dogs mess. They raised concern

about major shops closing.

For question 1, Frostenden, Uggeshall & South Cove Parish Council noted the lovely countryside.

For question 2, Frostenden, Uggeshall & South Cove Parish Council noted house price inflation and lack of
facilities locally in the Parish. Frostenden, Uggeshall & South Cove Parish Council stated the key priorities
should be the regeneration of Lowestoft and Great Yarmouth and the third river crossing for Lowestoft.

For the Parish, their vision is to create a better sense of community.

For question 1, llketshall St Margaret Parish Meeting noted the low crime levels, natural environment and
local facilities in Bungay. For question 2, llketshall St Margaret Parish Meeting noted the lack of job
opportunities for young people, coastal erosion and flood risk. They also noted the removal of public
transport from the Parish and the speed and availability of Broadband. Ilketshall St Margaret Parish
Meeting stated that there should be a variety of businesses offering job opportunities and a secure
protected environment. For their Parish, their vision is a community that continues to thrive, where the
residents feel safe and there are transport links into the town. Also where those businesses located in the

village can function effectively on-line.

Kessingland Parish Council noted the loss of young families which leave for better employment
opportunities, the lack of public transport, the lack of community facilities, and the lack of affordable
housing. Kessingland Parish Council stated that their vision is for Kessingland to be an easily accessible
village, a place with improved inclusivity, a place where young people can stay when they grow up, has

more affordable housing, improved infrastructure and new businesses.

For question 1, Lound Parish Council noted that residents agreed that it was a peaceful and friendly place
to live with good community spirit. Lound Parish Council noted the lack of shops, and poor public transport
provision in the village. Lound Parish Council stated that the general expressed vision for the village is that

it should remain as it is now, with only organic growth that doesn’t change the character of the village.

Southwold Town Council noted the following issues with respect to the District:
 Poor public transport connecting villages and towns and London;
e Broadband is not as good as it should be for working purposes;
* Discouraged from using Lowestoft because of bridge access issues;
e Lack of well paid jobs — overdependence on tourism;
e Lack of facilities for knowledge based businesses;
¢ In Waveney, especially Lowestoft, state education is not as good as it should and could be;
e Lack of maintenance of footpaths, green spaces, including litter;
e Loss of community hospital provision.

With respect to Southwold they noted the following:
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e Lack of facilities for knowledge based businesses and community assets

e High rents which discourage independent businesses, small businesses and start-up businesses
e Lack of affordable homes

e Lack of rental accommodation at a reasonable price for people whose income does not qualify
them for affordable social housing.

* 57% of housing is second homes/holiday lets

* Declining and elderly/very elderly population

e Lack of volunteers undermining essential services and civic life

* Inadequate parking system —too many cars in town during high season. Pavements and streets
not safe for pedestrians/cyclists.

e Over-dependence on tourism

e Too many people using the town in the summer without the physical facilities and resources to
service them and maintain the town.

e Difficulty of recruiting employees because of lack of affordable housing and poor pubic transport

system.

Southwold Town Council stated their vision for Waveney is for more knowledge based industry, more
affordable housing, better education, better public transport, better broadband, third crossing, better
protection of the environment, and better design. For Southwold they stated their vision is to integrate
knowledge based business in the town centre, more affordable homes, restrict and discourage second
homes, affordable retail and businesses uses, new community facilities, high quality design, extend the
conservation area to parts of North Road, more off-road parking, better cycling routes, better public

transport and better management of parking and traffic.

Southwold Town Council mentioned the following qualities; nature and landscape; picturesque villages and
market towns; the sea; good quality local food; strong sense of community and independent businesses
market towns, local produce, access to Norwich, cultural and leisure activities, voluntary sector, safe, low
crime rate. In respect of the Parish area they noted low density housing, lots of space, rural, peaceful, good

community spirit and concern for the environment.

Three Saints Parish Council noted the largely unspoilt rural environment and that the area is generally
friendly and tolerant. They noted good access to the coast and countryside, thriving. Three Saints Parish
Council noted the lack of good quality jobs and lack of affordable housing. They noted increasing traffic
and a growing number of second home owners. They also mentioned an over reliance on car use and poor
public transport. Three Saints Parish Council stated that their vision for Waveney was to protect the rural
character of the area and ensure market towns continue to thrive. They stated a need to provide
affordable housing and jobs and have more concern for the environment and sustainability. They stated
that the reliance on car should be reduced and local services and facilities should be as local as possible.
For the Three Saints area, the Parish Council stated that their vision is to protect the rural, unspoilt
character of the villages with scattered housing. They stated that development should be limited and
sympathetic to the environment and community involvement should be improved, roads should be safe

with greater protection for the environment and wildlife.
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Other Organisations

The Halesworth & Blyth Valley Partnership stated they would welcome an increase in affordable housing

and industrial development, together with improved infrastructure including health care and education.

Southwold & District Chamber of Trade & Commerce stated the vision should reflect the value of
Southwold and Reydon to the wider area. They stated that in formulating the plan, it will be important to
gain a balance between the needs of residents and the needs of the economy and that it is essential to
retain the character of the area. They stated that if the right balance is achieved, Southwold and Reydon

will be a vibrant community to live in, to work in and to visit.

Southwold and Reydon Society noted that we live in an area of great beauty with a varied and outstanding
natural environment. Southwold and Reydon Society also noted the significant deprivation in the District,
particularly in Lowestoft. They noted the low pay sectors of tourism which many people in Southwold and
Reydon are employed in. They also noted that local people are priced out of the local housing market.
Southwold and Reydon Society stated they want to see a more vibrant local economy, taking full
advantage of the opportunities arising from off-shore wind but also seeking to expand knowledge-based
businesses in the area, including in small towns and villages like Southwold and Reydon. They stated the
need for more housing, particularly, affordable housing, is needed in Southwold and Reydon in order to
maintain a balanced and sustainable community. The Society stated that their vision is to preserve and
protect the character and amenity of the community and environment but acknowledging that cannot be
achieved by allowing it to stand still. They acknowledged there are challenges to be faced in balancing the
needs and interests of visitors and temporary residents with that of the resident population, ensuring that
enough younger people and families live in our area to support the needs of the ageing population,
opportunities for employment including in the knowledge economy, and provision of infrastructure. They
stated that the protection of our natural environment, including managing the risks and consequences of
coastal erosion, must be balanced with the need to accommodate a growing population and the creation
of a wider range of employment. Failure to meet these challenges will result in an unsustainable

community and thus undermine the features of our area that we wish to preserve.

Developers/Landowners

Badger Building stated that the District provides an attractive and relatively cheap location to live in. There
is easy access to Norwich or to open countryside and the Broads. They mentioned that Lowestoft is a
compact town and provides a good range of services. Bungay, Beccles and Halesworth have all retained a
degree of local character and charm. Badger Building stated that parts of the District are unaffordable (e.g.
Southwold) and the problem is spreading to market towns due to restrictive planning policies. They also
stated that parts of the District are very remote and that jobs growth has been slow employment
opportunities are limited and educational aspiration and achievement are low. Badger Building stated that
the housing market would benefit from a number of allocations around the district — not a highly

concentrated allocation in Lowestoft and with proper consideration given to the likelihood of delivery.
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Larkfleet homes stated that primary aspects which are valued by many local residents are the rural
character of the area including its coastline, the Broads and the special landscape in particular of the
Waveney and Blyth river valleys. They also mentioned the rich built heritage. Larkfleet Homes stated that
residents’ primary concerns were the availability of both jobs and homes, of issues of social deprivation
and the lack of community facilities and infrastructure. They went on to state that particular concerns exist
for “first time buyers’, young families and elderly residents seeking to ‘downsize’. Larkfleet Homes stated
that the Vision should state clearly what the aspirations for the District are and lead to clearly defined
objectives to achieve this. They stated that the vision for the Local Plan must seek to support both a
substantial level of new housing growth and support and encourage significant economic growth in the
area. With respect to Beccles, they state that the aspiration must be to maintain the vitality and character

of the historic market town which is highly valued by its residents and visitors alike.

Rentplus recommend that the following wording be included in the Local Plan vision to reflect the
intention of the NPPF and Government agenda focused on extending opportunities for home ownership:
“Enable the delivery of an appropriate mix of market, affordable housing and rent to buy homes that are

suitable in tenure, type, size and location to meet identified housing need.”

St John's Hall Farms stated their vision for Waveney in 2036 is that it should be an economically
prosperous place, with opportunities for businesses to thrive and grow, supported by infrastructure such
as housing, transport, education and communication networks. Each of the main towns should operate as
far as possible, as self-sustaining communities, but acknowledging that jobs may not always be in the same
town; and people will always have to travel to access certain types of jobs and facilities such as health,
leisure and further education. They suggested the key priorities that need to be addressed are; providing
opportunities for job growth, access to new housing, high attaining education establishments; and
ensuring infrastructure keep pace with job and housing growth. For Bungay they stated that their vision is
that it will, as far as possible, be a self-sustaining town, with a range of job opportunities; top rated
education facilities; first class health and social services facilities; a thriving town centre and other retail

facilities such as medium scale; good quality transport links and a range of housing.

Members of the public mentioned the following qualities about the District and their local 