CONSULTATION - PROPOSED EXTENSION TO BECCLES CEMETERY
1

INTRODUCTION

1.1.

East Suffolk Council undertook a recent review of its management of the Cemetery and Closed
Churchyard service. Part of this review sought to understand the capacity of council-owned
cemeteries and where additional space could be found, to provide ongoing burial facilities that
will meet the needs of the bereaved.

1.2.

The review identified that there were areas within the district that had limited capacity left for
burials (under 15 years at existing levels), Beccles was identified as one of these, along with
Bungay.

1.3.

An exploration of providing additional land at Bungay has shown that there is no suitable space
available within the town’s footprint. However, there is a council-owned piece of land adjacent
to Beccles Cemetery that is proposed as an extension, currently managed as a woodland and
meadow site.

2.

PROPOSAL FOR EXTENSION

2.1.

The Council commissioned AREA Landscape Architects to investigate options for sensitively
expanding the existing cemetery into the area of land to the south of the site, known as Beccles
Meadow.

2.2.

The new site forms a very attractive area of woodland and meadow, with high biodiversity
value which also contributes to Public Open Space. There is a shortfall of Public Open Space in
this part of Beccles (Open Space Needs Assessment July 2015), therefore this site provides a
valuable amenity to the local community.

2.3.

As the site is valuable to both the Beccles community and as ecological habitat, the landscape
architects were asked to look at a more sensitive approach to converting the area for burials
than would traditionally have been considered.

2.4.

The study was carried out using five key principles:

•

Increase the provision of burial and cremation plots for the Beccles Community
Improve the green credentials of burials on the site, in keeping with the Council’s green
agenda and policies
Continue to provide a choice of burials/ cremations for the Beccles Community

•

Maintain the tranquillity and biodiversity of the site as much as possible

•

Continue to provide the accessible green space that the public currently enjoys

•
•

2.5.

Beccles cemetery site within the boundary of the new Beccles Conservation Area, however, the
boundary stops at the line of trees to the north of Beccles Meadow, meaning the new site is
not within the conservation area. Any changes to the new site would need to consider the
impact on the Conservation Area, for example, tree removals, which will need to be sensitively
considered.

2.6.

The north of the site connects with the existing cemetery, with newer burial plots closest to
the new site and plots getting progressively older, towards the north.

2.7.

To the West of the site, is a line of residential properties, predominantly single-story
bungalows, with a number of dormer windows present. The rear gardens are facing the site
with 1.8m high closeboard fence forming the boundary. A buffer will be provided between
burial plots and the residential properties.

2.8.

The cemetery service currently provides five options at Beccles:
•

Traditional burial plot

•
•
•
•
2.9.

Lawn burial plot
Cremation plot
Scattering of ashes
Biodegradable casket burial plot

The new proposals take these options and develop them towards greener credentials, as
follows:
•

A number of traditional plots will be provided

•

Meadow burial plots instead of lawn burials. Grasses will be left to grow in the summer
months, rather than on strict cutting regimes

•

Cremation plots will remain similar to existing ones, but strict rules on ornamentation
and memorials will be enforced to aid with maintenance and improve the environment.
Grass between the plots will be left to grow in the summer months.

•

Ash scattering

•

Green burials - that follow guidance on green burials to limit environmental impact, with
no-embalming and only biodegradable materials.

2.10. The new proposals offer circa 1045 new plots for burials and a further 1000 locations for
internment of ashes. This will provide approximately 81 years of additional space at current
levels
2.11. The proposed plan and key are shown below:

2.12. Areas have been identified on the plan proposals, to show where the different allocations work
with the existing character of the site, however, these are flexible to enable the site to develop
as per the choices of people through the lifetime of the site. For example, if traditional plots
become less popular, these can be used as meadow plots instead.
2.13. The cremation plot area can expand into the meadow, and green burials in the woodland could
become more traditional woodland burials if need be.
2.14. Meadow burials could also be used for green burials too.
2.15. Selective removal of trees within the woodland, will improve the health and establishment of
existing trees and provide space for burials.
2.16. The existing footpath network is proposed to remain largely as is, to continue to provide
walking routes through the site. The circular route around the outside will feel set aside from
the burials, with buffer planting to ensure the site remains attractive to the local community,
without walkers feeling like they may be intruding on the grief of others.

The Council is now seeking views on the proposals, which can be given by emailing
leisure@eastsuffolk.gov.uk by 31 December 2021.

