






















The Gunton Estate, Lowestoft 
and its place in local history 
20 1 8 is a year of anniversaries - some sad, some 
joyous. While remembering the centenary of the First 
World War and the seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
Focker-Wulf attack on the town in May  I 943, 20 I 8 
also marks the seventieth anniversary of Lowestoft's 
first postwar traditional brick-built council houses, no 
mean feat in those days of rations and austerity. 
Following the  D-Day landing in Normandy, 
plans were made in July 1 944 for the first of the 
town's two council-built estates. Gunton was 
the first, initially laid out by German prisoners of 
war, and the first homes built were the fondly 
remembered  'prefabs', well-designed  but made 
of aluminium and very cold during that first 
postwar  winter. 

The prefabs were built quickly, however the 
most important part of the new estate was to 
be its brick houses. Foundations were laid in 
early I 946 at the same time as the prefabs, 
regretfully shortages of men and materials - not 
to mention the Great Winter of February 1 947 
- meant that construction was extremely slow; 
it was almost two years before the first homes were 
ready for its tenants. 

 

 
Houses in Hollingsworth Road, built by Lowesto Corporation. 
Late 1947. 

 
Although we know the names of the first family to 
move onto the estate in 1 946, there appears to be 
no such ceremony for those first families moving into 
the estate's brick homes. It was important to house 
everyone as quickly as possible. Despite this, it was 
only in March 1 948 that the first families eventually 
moved into their new homes. Those new houses were 

in Hollingsworth Road, and in their haste to house as 
many as possible many of these new properties were 
still under construction while their tenants were moving 
in. Boundary walls, sheds and linen lines were being 
erected while prams, beds and furniture were being 
moved into their respective places. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The same houses in early April 1948. Curtains at the windows 
and linen on the line. Houses in M inos Road are under 
construction in the foreground. M yloden Road is to the right. 

 
Make no mistake, Gunton, like its sister estate at 
Whitton, was never a 'working-class' community. 
With rents set at 1 5 shillings a week - approximately a 
quarter of the average gross wage of the time - living 
on the Gunton Estate was not for the impoverished. 
However, like the estate's prefabs, these new homes 
had items considered before the war as purely for 
the well-to-do - built-in cupboards, electric cookers, 
coal-burning Union stoves which also gave you hot 
water as and when needed. And the "copper" - a 
predecessor of the modern washing machine. 

In 1 948, the whole estate belonged to the Borough 
of Lowestoft; there was camaraderie - everyone was 
in the same boat and they all helped each other. It 
was a brand new life, full of expectancy and looking 
forward to a bright new future. 

Ian G Robb, Tenant Contributor 

 
Gunton Estate, 'From Tin to Brick Revisited' by local author and 
Gunton resident Ian G Robb, is available from Waterstones, 
Lowestoft, price 0.99. Ian regularly gives talks on local history 
and can be contacted via the Gunton Estate Community 
Association on 01502 56460 I . 
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Please send your submissions to: 
Charlotte Read,Tenant Support Officer; Waveney District Council, 
lhe Depot. Rotterdam Road, Lowestoft NR32 2EF 
or email:Charlotte.ReadOeastsuffolk.gov.uk 
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