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Southwold Conservation Area 
Character Appraisal 
 
Introduction 
The historic environment is all around us in 
the form of buildings, landscapes, 
archaeology and historic areas; it is a 
precious and irreplaceable asset. Once gone 
it is gone forever. 
 
Caring for the historic environment is a 
dynamic process which involves managing 
change.  This does not mean keeping 
everything from the past but it does mean 
making careful judgements about the value 
and significance of the buildings and 
landscapes. Critical to these decisions is an 
appreciation and understanding of an area’s 
character including its social and economic 
background and the way such factors have 
shaped its urban fabric. This should be the 
starting point for making decisions about 
both its management and future. 
 
This conservation area appraisal:  

• Describes the character of the area 
• Identifies its special character 
• Puts forward a basis for effective policy 

 control of development 
• Ident i f ies  proposals  for  i ts 

 enhancement. 
 
Planning Policy Framework 
Conservation areas were introduced 
through the Civic Amenities Act in 1967 
and there are now sixteen in Waveney 
District.  Conservation areas are ‘areas of 
special architectural or historic interest, 
the character or appearance of which it is 
desirable to preserve or enhance’. The 
Southwold Conservation Area was first 
designated in1971 and amended and 
enlarged in 1991. A direction under Article 
4(2) removing rights to carry out works to 
dwellings without planning permission was 
served in July 1997. 

A linear area of the north bank of the mouth 
of the River Blyth, and Walberswick Quay, 
south of the River Blyth has been 
designated as the Southwold Harbour 
Conservation Area and is the subject of a 
separate appraisal.  
 
Designation as a conservation area is not 
intended to prevent new development or 
stifle the area’s economic life or potential, 
though the Council will expect a high 
degree of attention to be paid to design, 
repair and maintenance of such areas and, 
when exercising planning powers, will pay 
special attention to the preservation and 
enhancement of the conservation area 
according to the policies for the built 
environment set out in the adopted 
Waveney District Local Plan of November 
1996 and Interim Local Plan of May 2004. 
 
In recognition of these policies, and in line 
with the requirements of the 1990 Planning 
(Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas) 
Act, we will continue to formulate and 
publish proposals for the preservation and 
enhancement of the conservation area and 
consult the public on these proposals. 
 
Summary of Special Interest 
Southwold is surrounded by space and by 
water; by the sea to east, by Buss Creek in 
the north,  the River Blyth and the Reydon 
Marshes to the west and the harbour and the 
Town Marshes in the south. The town has 
sustained a fishing industry for over 1000 
years, and a harbour on the River Blyth 
which prospered while Dunwich, the other 
great east coast port, dwindled. The 
medieval prosperity of the town and its 
merchants is revealed by the scale and 
opulence of the parish church, rebuilt after 
a fire in circa 1430. There was a great sea 
battle with the Dutch watched from the 
cliffs in 1672, and another fire in 1689 
destroyed most of the medieval town, 
which is lost almost without trace, except 
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                  Fig 7 St Bartholomew's  Green 

                Fig 8, Georgian Opulence in  Queen St 

                Fig 9 View East, of the sea in East St. 

                 Fig 10 View from Wolsey Bridge  

                  Fig 11 View South to Sizewell 

for its informal road pattern and its many 
greens.  
 
There was a Georgian renaissance in the 
town that left some fine houses, when the 
port was made the base for the Free British 
Fishery in an attempt to snatch the 
monopoly of the North Sea herring grounds 
from the Dutch.  During the C19th the town 
took on a new role as a ‘watering place for 
the gentry’, and fine Regency and Victorian 
houses and lodgings were built. In the 
1890’s, extensive seaside-suburban 
developments began to cover the fields 
north of the town. The railway to 
Halesworth opened in 1879, the lighthouse 
was built in 1887, Adnam’s Brewery was 
established in 1890  and the pier, in 
association with the northern suburban 
developments, was built in 1900. 
 
The many greens, the informal street 
layout, the small scale of the buildings, the 
widespread use of classical detail for 
windows and door cases, the vertical 
proportion of sash and bay windows, and 
the close visual rhythm of the fenestration 
across the facades, contribute to 
Southwold’s reputation as one of ‘the most 
picturesque seaside towns in England’. 
Also contributing to its picturesque 
character is the attractive palette of 
materials seen in the wide use of a warm 
local red brick; the use of a contrasting 
crisp gault brick; roofs of red or black 
glazed pantiles and the application of gentle 
soft coloured renders. 
 
Southwold’s greens and other spaces 
including the Market Place invite both the 
native and the visitor to linger. The greens 
come in all sizes, from the diminutive 
Church Green to the expansive South Green 
where the six sentinel cannons guard the 
cliff top.  Southwold’s finest Regency 
houses are to be found on South Green, 
where, below, the beach huts with their 



5 

eccentric names and bright colours, soften 
the line of the sea wall and provide shelter 
from the east wind for family tea.  
 
Assessment of Special Interest 
Location and Context  
Southwold is situated in Suffolk, on the 
north sea coast, 56 km (35 miles) north of 
Ipswich, 21 km (13 miles) south of 
Lowestoft and 51 km (32 miles) south-east 
of Norwich. The village of Reydon is 1 km 
(1/2 mile) to the north-west, and 
Walberswick 1 km (1/2 mile) to the south. 
(See fig 1). 
 
Southwold lies within a soil region known 
as the Sandlings and is set on a low hill 
formed from hard sand and gravel, 
surrounded on three sides by marsh and low 
cliffs and Sole Bay and the sea to the east.  
 
The area of the parish is 263 ha (650 acres) 
and in mid-2005 the population was 1380. 
Southwold lies within the Heritage Coast, 
and its built up area is surrounded by a 
Special Landscape Area, and the Suffolk 
Coasts & Heaths Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty. The enclosing landscape 
comprises of reed beds, rivers, mud flats 
and dyke lined grazing marsh.  It also 
contains 4 County Wildlife Sites at Buss 
Creek, Southwold Denes, Town Marshes 
and Walberswick Salt Marsh. 
 
Landscape Setting 
Southwold is a seaside town built on a low 
hill taken by the sea in the east to expose 
low cliffs and sandy beaches, and 
surrounded by lush grazing marsh drained 
by reed-filled dykes. To the north of the 
town the cliffs dip down to the level of the 
sea where inland is Buss Creek and its 
marshes, forming the northern boundary of 
the town. To the south the cliff falls steeply 
to a long wide sandy beach east of the 
Town Marshes. At the southern end is 
Southwold Harbour which forms the town’s 

southern boundary.  South-west of the town 
is The Common, an extensive area of grass 
used as a golf course, and dominated by the 
town’s two water towers, side by side; the 
one antique and picturesque and the other 
crass concrete. The land descends west 
across the common to Buss Creek, running 
in a curve from the Harbour Inn to the coast 
north of the pier and forming the western 
boundary to the town.  
 
There is a good view of Southwold from 
the west seen across the Reydon Marshes 
from Wolsey Bridge on the A1095. There 
are fine views from various points along the 
Harbour; from the Harbour Inn to the 
harbour mouth; or from the river levee 
further to the west.  Southwold is seen, on 
its hill, surrounded by lush marshland, with 
its water towers, church towers and light 
house and looking every inch the 
quintessential seaside town. Conversely 
there is a fine panorama from Godyll Road 
on the edge of the town, looking south 
across the common towards Walberswick 
and its church tower and the Town 
Marshes: or to west looking towards 
Reydon Marshes and to Tinker’s Marshes 
with their drainage wind pump tower. There 
are views from Gunhill Cliff looking south 
at the sweep of the coast from Walberswick 
to Dunwich; a view dominated by the 
distant view of the Nuclear Generating 
Plant of Sizewell A & B. 
 
There are important views looking north 
from the highest point of North Parade, 
close to the junction with Dunwich Road, 
of Easton Bavents and Easton Cliffs, the 
view compromised by engineering work to 
the beach and cliff.  There are fine views 
out to sea from North Parade, South Green 
in the vicinity of Longisland Cliff and Gun 
Hill, notably to watch sunrise and 
moonrise. 
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                 Fig 12 South west prospect of Southwold plate by Thomas Gardner c.1754 

                Fig 13 Map from Robert Wake’s Southwold & its Vicinity ,1839 
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Historic Development  
& Archaeology 
In 1086 Southwold was a hamlet of Reydon 
and recorded in the Domesday Book as 
Sudwolda, which is Old English for south 
forest (OE Suth + wald). Then there was a 
population of 9 families with five villeins 
and four free men. 
 
The manor of 1 caracute (about 120 acres ) 
was in the possession of the Abbott of St 
Edmunds for monks supplies, which 
included 25,000 herring and the produce of 
part shares in two sea weirs.  
 
Southwold was one of a number of small 
fishing communities on the coast, subject to 
the catastrophic vagaries of a constantly 
shifting shoreline. The River Blyth 
meandered within its marshes, in a long 
loop around the north, west and south of the 
town finally reaching the sea at the port of 
Dunwich. Dunwich then was a national sea 
port with a town that stretched over a mile 
and contained 19 churches and chapels, and 
made prosperous by the ships that paid tolls 
to enter the river bound for the Blyth ports.  
The port was destroyed in 1328 by a storm 
that silted up the harbour and flooded the 
quays and never recovered, despite pitched 
battles between Dunwich and Southwold 
men for control of the port in the years 
between 1299 and 1398. By 1540 Dunwich 
had lost hundreds of houses and its 
marketplace to the sea through coastal 
erosion.  
 
North of Southwold, were the sandy cliffs, 
forest and settlement of Easton Bavents, 
which may have served as a breakwater for 
Southwold and Dunwich.  It is suggested 
that it was the loss of this ‘Ness’ that lead 
to the destruction of Dunwich through 
coastal erosion, the silting of its port the 
encroachment of the sea at Southwold. 
  
In 1222 the Abbott of Bury St Edmunds 

was granted a market in Southwold, and in 
1259 he exchanged Southwold for the 
manor of Mildenhall with Richard de Clare, 
who obtained a licence to fortify his manor 
house and enclose ‘Suthwald’ with a wall.  
If a castle was ever built, its site was almost 
certainly on the top of Constitution Hill 
where No 1, Hill House, stands now.  In 
1259 a charter was granted for a market and 
a fair on the eve of St Philip and St Jacob, 
and in 1490 permission was given 
additionally for Trinity Fair and St 
Bartholomew’s Fair, to be held on the green 
south of the church.  In 1338 a portion of 
the manor was annexed to the Priory of 
Wangford and in 1458 the Prior granted 2 
pieces of land to the town for enlargement 
of the churchyard. In 1504 the manor was 
incorporated into the Queen’s Demense 
Revenue. 
 
In or about 1489, Dunwich Harbour, which 
was the Haven Port and formed the only 
access to the sea,  became unusable for the 
King’s Ships, at which time the King 
granted a Royal Charter to Southwold and 
transferred the Haven Port status to 
Southwold Harbour.  The town was created 
a free burgh or corporation and governed by 
two bailiffs, a recorder and other ‘inferior’ 
officers. About 100 years later a way out to 
the sea between Southwold and 
Walberswick was constructed with a quay 
and harbour mouth.  
 
The Prior and monks of Thetford were 
patrons of the church in Southwold through 
their patronage of Reydon. They may have 
been responsible for building the first 
church in 1202. The church was destroyed 
by fire in circa 1460 and rebuilt on its 
former site in its present form. The south 
porch was added circa 1500. The scale of 
the church building and the quality of 
craftsmanship suggests substantial 
mercantile affluence. Medieval wealth was 
derived from trading, fishing and ship 
building. 
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                 Fig 14 The Town Pump & Market 

                 Fig 15 Harbour Mouth in  1840 

              Fig 16, Extract of 1884 Ordnance Survey  Map 

It was through the generosity of one such 
merchant, William Godell, that the 
commons, town marshes and the harbour 
was bequeathed to the town in 1509, land 
which remain in the ownership of 
Southwold to the present day. Trade was in 
butter, cheese and cloth. For fishing, 
Southwold was prominent in the Iceland 
trade, fishing for cod and ling; sending 
ships laden with salt to preserve the catch 
on the long way home and packed with 
provisions including bacon, beer, beef and 
flour. Herring were fished from Scotland to 
Norfolk, and mackerel were caught off the 
home coast in season. The tradition of boat 
building was strong in Southwold, for in 
1512 six Southwold shipwrights went with 
other men from the region to help build 
Henri Grace a Dieu for Henry VIII.     
 
Knowledge of the medieval layout of the 
town is to some extent speculative, the 
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court roles having been lost in the fire of 
1659. The medieval manor would have 
included large open common fields, worked 
by the villagers on behalf of the lord of the 
manor.  
 
Robert Wake’s 1839 map shows fields 
north of the church, labelled ‘open fields’ 
which may refer to the former great open 
field of the manor. Enclosed on all four 
sides by water, access by road to the town 
was via the drawbridge, called Mights 
Bridge across Buss Creek. From there the 
road ran south-east along the northern edge 
of North Green aligned on the great west 
door of St Edmund’s Church. To the south 
of the church was the market place and fair 
ground and a guildhall, sited to the left of 
the church gate. Later, the pull of harbour 
and beach caused a shift in the street 
pattern, and led to the relocation of the 
Market Place and Market Cross from the 
area of Bartholomew’s Green to a new 
commercial centre around the present 
Market Place. A two storey market cross 
was erected in this market place, rebuilt in 
1666 and, being ruinous, was demolished in 
1809, to be replaced by the town pump. 
 
During the 16th-century, the number of 
sailors, merchants and craftsmen increased 
three fold, and in the early 17th-century the 
Southwold Common Council was active in 
administering the digging of docks and the 
maintenance of the New Cut and New 
Quays. They were also concerned by the 
suffering caused by pirates operating out of 
foreign ports who harried Suffolk shipping. 
In 1659 most of the town, including the 
town hall, market hall, market place, the 
prison, shops, warehouses and granaries 
and 238 dwelling houses were consumed by 
a fire. The blaze started on East Cliff and 
was carried into the town by onshore winds. 
Parliament declared Southwold to be a 
disaster area, the first in British history, and 
a nationwide collection was held for 

reconstruction. By 1674 the number of 
households is recorded as 200 and the 
number of inhabited houses had recovered 
to 139.  
 
The town contains many small greens at the 
junction of several roads, seemingly 
originating in medieval times and around 
which the town may have coalesced. 
However, it is said locally, that the greens 
are building sites never reoccupied after the 
fire. There may be other explanations, one 
for example would be St Edmund’s Hill and 
South Green, an extensive ‘green’ that was 
originally a town pasture.  It remained 
undeveloped until circa 1800 and was then 
protected by a group of ‘shareholders’ to 
whom it had been leased by the 
Corporation.  
 
The three Dutch Wars of the later 17th-
century were fought over trade and naval 
supremacy, when Southwold went through 
uncertain and anxious times. The third 
Dutch War was declared in 1670, and the 
English fleet stationed on the east coast, 
with Southwold as its headquarters. In 1672 
the Battle of Sole Bay took place, fought 
between British and French fleets against 
the Dutch; one of the most important events 
in the town’s history. The battle was fought 
at sea over a day in full view of the 
population watching from the cliffs.  
Neither side won though the British lost 
men and ships more heavily. 
 
Despite the naval activity and Southwold’s 
capacity to care for wounded sailors, the 
loss of trade and the interruption of the 
fisheries lead to the decline of the harbour 
in the late 17th-century.  
 
A century later, in 1750, the port became 
the base for the Free British Fishery, part of 
a plan to end the Dutch monopoly in the 
North Sea herring grounds. Fifty large 
herring busses (fishing boats) were fitted 
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                  Fig 17 Adnams Brewery 

                Fig 18, The Black Mill on the 

                Fig  19 The former Grand Hotel 

                Fig 20 The Pier & Steamer 

                  Fig 21 Cliffs Collapse January 1906 

out from their depot at ‘Woods End’, now 
Buss Creek. Also in an attempt to keep the 
harbour clear of sandbanks, new timber 
piers or groins were built, on the north side 
in 1749 and the south side in 1752. Coastal 
trade was also buoyant, with colliers from 
Newcastle bringing coal and returning with 
corn and malt, peas and beans.  In 1757 the 
River Blyth Navigation Act was passed and 
the river made navigable by wherries to 
Halesworth. Southwold flourished for the 
next twenty years and many of its finest 
buildings date from this period. 
Unfortunately a succession of poor seasons 
ended the fishery and the herring fleet was 
broken up by 1792. 
 
The six guns on the cliff are the eighteen 
pound guns presented to the Corporation in 
1745 by the Royal ordnance for defensive 
purposes and were last fired in 1842.  
 
Towards the end of the 18th-century the 
gentry, encouraged by Royal example, 
discovered the benefits of the seaside 
holiday, and fashionable watering places 
took root in working ports and fishing 
villages. In Southwold the marine villas of 
the gentry were established on the south 
green with stylish, fashionable and 
substantial houses and lodging houses on 
the low cliffs facing the beach. 
 
By the mid 19th-century the town’s 
population had exceeded 2,000 and their 
homes and work places were depicted on 
Robert Wake’s map of Southwold of 1839. 
By then the town had 37 coastal vessels, a 
fishing station and a bathing place and 
among the many industrial works was a 
herring & sprat fishery, a salt manufacturer, 
2 breweries, 2 maltings and several fish 
curing houses. One of the breweries, the 
Sole Bay Brewery was established in the 
yard of The Swan. This brewery was 
acquired by Ernest Adnams and rebuilt at 
the time of the formation of Adnams Ltd in 
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1890.  The brewery was enlarged and 
modernised and diversified between 1970 
and 1980 to become a national brand and 
wine importer expanding into East Green 
and Church Street.  
 
Wake’s map shows two corn mills on the 
common. To the south-west is The Great or 
Black Mill on a mill site originating in the 
16th-century. The Great or Black Mill was 
erected in 1798  and demolished 1894. A 
third mill known as New Mill was erected 
abutting Church Green in 1846; it was burnt 
down in 1876, and replaced by Victoria 
Terrace.  
 
The salt works, the last to operate in 
Suffolk, were at South End; the salt pan 
situated over the road in the marsh and the 
wind powered pump and works located 
opposite on the east side of Ferry Road. 
They provided salt for preserving the fish 
catch. Eventually the works was unable to 
compete with imported rock salt and the 
industry declined, latterly providing salt for 
salt water bathing.  
 
Transport to and from the town was by 
road, sea and rail. By road, carriers trundled 
their horse drawn carts between the local 
towns and villages. By sea, steamers plied 
between piers at Great Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft, and Felixstowe, terminating at 
London Bridge.  The piers were built by the 
steamer’s operator; Southwold’s 810 foot 
long pier opening in 1900. In 1998 the end 
of the pier was swept away and was rebuilt 
c. 2000.  
 
The railway ran from 1879 to 1929 between 
Halesworth Station and Station Road, 
Southwold, crossing the river at 
Walberswick by swing bridge. The railway 
connected with the East Coast Railway line, 
which reached Halesworth in 1859. The 
Southwold rail station was in Station Road 
where the police station now stands. 

The lighthouse replaced the ‘low light’ at 
Orfordness and was built on vacant land 
behind St James’ Terrace. Beach companies 
were formed in the C18th & C19th-
centuries for salvaging wrecks and saving 
lives. Each company patrolled a length of 
beach and some of the company names 
remain on the beaches. For example, below 
Gun Hill are California and Long Island 
beaches.   
 
In 1898 the Corporation sold the Town 
Farm Estate, comprised of land north of the 
churchyard, to the Coast Development 
Company who by 1900 had begun to sell 
building plots. From this time suburban 
seaside development began to cover the 
lands to the north. The first of 150 
Corporation houses built between 1905 and 
1948 were built in St Edmund’s Road. 
 
Bathing machines had been seen on the 
beach in the late 19th-century, and the beach 
had been in use for pulling up the fishing 
boats where their sailors maintained their 
huts.  The fisherman’s hut and the bathing 
machine was only a short step away from 
the 300 beach huts ranged along the sea 
front at the base of the cliff today. 
 
The cliffs are formed of hard sand and 
layers of gravel and are prone to erosion.  
Measures to prevent erosion took the form 
of timber groins and a sea wall, erected in 
1882 and 1890, and further protection 
added in 1900 and 1907. These measures 
failed to prevent a major collapse of part of 
South Cliff during a January gale in 1906. 
Further damage occurred in March 1906 
leaving the Sailor’s Reading Room less 
than one metre from the Cliff edge and 
Cliff House in the sea.   A major scheme of 
strengthening, renewing and constructing 
the sea wall in front of Gun Hill cliffs was 
in hand in 1948 when it was concluded that 
there were no means of protecting the cliffs 
to the north. 2006 and 2007 has seen a 
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                 Fig 22 Surrounded by open space 

       Fig 23, Linear space in Victoria St  

                 Fig 24 Static space ; St James’ 
                  Green       

                Fig 25  Linear space in Bank Passage,  

                 Fig 26, View to the horizon; Dunwich Rd 

further scheme of repair and renewal of the 
sea wall and the replacement of the groins 
between the pier and the south end of Gun 
Hill Cliff. 
 
Southwold was attacked during both great 
wars. She was shelled by a submarine in 
January 1917 when Balmore on the sea 
front, Iona in South Green and the police 
station were hit.   
 
In 1939 The Grand Hotel, Centre Cliff, the 
schools and some empty premises were 
requisitioned for army preliminary training. 
Fearing a sea invasion in 1940, military 
engineers erected defence works including 
tank traps, obstructions, minefields, 
scaffolding and spiked girders concreted 
into the beach.  Naval guns were sited at the 
harbour and on Gun Hill. The town suffered 
from bombing with damage to the sea front, 
The Grand Hotel, the Marlborough and the 
Dunwich Hotels were demolished, together 
with many of the houses in Marlborough 
Road. Also the bungalows in Ferry Road, St 
Edmunds Hall and the Constitutional Club 
Hall were destroyed. In all 77 buildings 
were destroyed, 13 civilians killed and 49 
injured by enemy action.  
 
While there has been a decline in the 
fishing industry since  the early 20th-
century, the town has flourished as a resort, 
and a significant proportion of its houses 
are let for holidays or have become second 
homes. Its popularity as a recreational 
destination has been promoted by its use as 
a location for films and television and it has 
become increasingly popular with the day 
visitor or as a place to retire.   
 
Archaeology 
Scattered finds of prehistoric worked flints 
(CRN 9129)  
and medieval pottery (CRN 1864 & 1867) 
are recorded in the Suffolk County Sites & 
Monuments Record (SMR). 
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Also recorded in the SMR are the 
following: 
Stray finds of Neolithic axes CRN 
9128,1144,1145,1146,9130; worked flint 
(CRN 1143) and an implement CRN 1147, 
Palaeolithic; worked flint (CRN 1141) & 
fossil remains (CRN 1141 & 1142) Roman; 
coins, CRN 1139,1148 and pottery 1149; 
Medieval crossbow bolt (CRN 1150), 
buckle (CRN 1152) seal (CRN 1158) and 
post medieval bowl (CRN1151) bottle 
(CRN 1153), coin (CRN 1154) brooch 
(CRN 1155), ring (CRN 1156) clock (CRN 
1157) artefact (CRN 1295), and token 
(CRN 1518). 
 
Character & Spatial Relationships 
For definitions of landscape type, scale & density 
see Chapter 3 Suffolk Design Guide.  
Southwold is surrounded by open space; 
over the sea to east, over the coast and 
marshes to north and south; over The 
Common and the River Blyth estuary to the 
west. In comparison the town’s urban 
spaces appear small; its streets and greens 
making spaces formed by an almost 
continuous built up frontage of buildings, 
set along the back edge of the pavement or 
against the carriageway edge. In Southwold 
the spaces occur in a linear pattern along 
roads, as ‘static’ spaces where roads meet, 
and within the many greens of Southwold, a 
special feature of the borough. 
 
In the old parts of the town the roads follow 
ancient ‘desire lines’ from bridge to 
marketplace and market place to beach, 
making spatial connections between the 
roads, the road junctions, and the greens or 
with the ‘open space’ beyond the cliff edge.   
The principal road into the town is Station 
Road which makes a gentle curve from 
Mights Bridge, through North Green and 
Barnaby Green and the junctions with York 
Road and Victoria Street. Then, as the High 
Street, it runs in a straight line to the 
Market Place, the principal civic space.  

The streetscape of Station Road and the 
High Street west of Victoria Street is 
building dominated, the buildings close 
together and of not more than two storeys, 
generally in residential use. East of Victoria 
Street, the scale of buildings in the High 
Street increases, and three storey buildings 
are frequent. Also there are many small 
yards reached from either side of the High 
Street, through narrow alleys expanding 
into courtyard or garden spaces. Here the 
building density rises and the urban grain 
closes in around attractive human scale 
spaces. In some instances the yards 
amalgamated into a route between 
thoroughfares. For example, Woodley's 
Yard between Gardner’s Road and High 
Street, is a pleasant walk, through spaces of 
a human scale with enjoyable views of the 
back of buildings and of out-buildings. 
 
Victoria Street is an example of a linear 
space, of special interest because of the way 
it connects a ‘chain’ of four greens; 
Bartholomew Green, East Green, Church 
Green and St James’ Green.  The High 
Street and the west end of Victoria Street 
makes a large triangular space, where the 
town sign has been erected within its own 
green space. Works are in progress here 
with the construction of the Adnams Wine 
Cellar & Kitchen Store residential 
development.  In Victoria Street, the 
enclosing buildings are generally of cottage 
scale, except for Adnam’s Brewery 
buildings around East Green.  The wide 
dimensions of East Green help to mitigate 
the size and scale of the brewery buildings. 
In Victoria Street and High Street the long 
views are contained by buildings on the 
outside of the bend, providing a serial vista 
and visually limiting the length of the view. 
 
The areas of late 19th and early 20th-century 
speculative development north of the town 
centre are laid out in a formal grid pattern 
in regular rows of two and three storey 
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Fig 27, Southwold Character Areas 
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terraced housing, generally set back behind 
small front gardens. The pattern is varied 
on the south-eastern side of Stradbroke 
Road where the terraces are set back behind 
extensive front gardens and where 
alterations have been made in the street 
layout to provide garage parking. 
Marlborough Road incorporates four 
blocks, enclosed each side (within the 
conservation area) by two and three storey 
terraced housing behind small front 
gardens. Often three storey buildings are 
employed to provide variety in the skyline 
or to accentuate corner buildings, for 
example in Chester Road. The streets with 
three storey buildings both sides appear 
confined and long streets such as 
Stradbroke Road appear uncomfortably 
long from the pedestrian perspective.  
 
Southwold’s  greens are found in a wide 
range of size and character. Some appear to 
be space left by the junction of roads, for 
example North Green or Barnaby Green. 
Others appear to be the consequence of 
bequests to the community of parcels of 
land whose shape is based on ancient and 
long forgotten field boundaries. The latter 
type are the most extensive and include 
South Green, Skilmans Hill, Tibby’s Green, 
St Edmund’s Green and Bartholomew’s 
Green.  The greens, planted with mown 
grass, and enclosed by hedges or bushes 
(excepting South Green) are landscape 
dominated and of comparative low building 
density and are managed for public 
amenity. 
  
Key Views & Vistas Within the  
Conservation Area 
The tower of St Edmunds Church appears 
frequently above the houses in the 
conservation area. For example it can be 
seen from across Tibbys Green from Field 
Stile Road; from within St Edmund’s Road; 
from St Bartholomew’s Green and Spinners 
Lane.  

More good views of the parish church can 
be had from Church Green and from the 
corner of Cumberland Road & York Road. 
Also there are views of the Lighthouse from 
the corner of Dunwich Road and North 
Parade and from St James’ Green.  
Views of the sea can be had from the cliff 
top, from the shelter on Kilcock Cliff and 
the benches on Gun Hill Cliff.   
Also from within the town, there are views 
along streets, such as the view east along 
East Street, east along Dunwich Road, 
Chester Road, Field Stile Road and from 
locations over Gun Hill, and from St James’ 
Green where the sea and the horizon 
provide an unusual end vista to an urban 
street.  
 
There are long serial views looking east in 
the High Street with the Market Place and 
pump closing the view. Looking west are 
long serial views where Wards and the 
King’s Head close the vista.  
 
There are serial views south of South Green 
and Gun Hill from Queens Road and good 
views of South Green looking west towards 
Skilman’s Hill, looking east towards Gun 
Hill and at Constitution Hill between the 
Lodge and Sole Bay House .  
 
Character Analysis 
The conservation area has been divided into 
five character areas. The first, Marine 
Villas character area covers the area around 
South Green, acquired by the local gentry 
in the early 19th-century to build substantial 
villas for seaside society. The second, Old 
Town character Area, covers the area 
occupied by the town prior to 19th century 
expansion. It is an area of comparatively 
moderate density and includes the church, 
the High Street and the Market Place.  
Seaside Suburban (The Common) 
character area identifies the area of early 
20th-century speculative development of 
terraced houses and fine detached villas on 
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the edge of the Common.  Seaside 
Corporation character area describes the 
area north of the town centre, sold by 
Southwold Corporation for speculative 
development, when streets of high quality 
terraced houses were constructed as 
residences and for the holiday trade. 
The Sea Front character area describes the 
grass covered cliff and the narrow strip of 
concrete which is the sea wall and where 
the picturesque beach huts reside. 
 
Note that descriptions of buildings given in 
this appraisal are necessarily limited to 
architectural character as seen from the 
public domain.  
 
Marine Villas Character Area 
The Marine Villas character area contains 
substantial Regency villas in an open mown 
grass landscape, near the cliff top 
overlooking the sea. The area known as  
St Edmund’s Hill and South Green was an 
extensive ‘green’ that was originally a town 
pasture. Apart from cannons, the cliff top 
remained undeveloped until c.1807 when it 
was protected by a group of ‘shareholders’ 
to whom it had been leased by the 
Corporation.  They built a line of superior 
residences each within its own land, around 
the west side of the crown of the hill. The 
houses were (from south to north) Stone 
House; The Lodge (Sole Bay House and 
Southwold House); Centre Villa (Gun Hill 
House); and nearest the sea; ‘Marine Villa’, 
(White Lodge). ‘The Casino’ was built 
c.1800, and used as a subscription reading 
room in 1844. 
 
Elegant houses by the sea continued to be 
built in the 19th century at the south end of 
the town, for the Suffolk gentry both for 
their own use and for hire; some were built 
as lodging houses, and for a time, the 
largest, Centre Cliff House, became a hotel.  
Ferry Road is at the bottom of St Edmund’s 
Hill where a works extracted salt from the 
tidal marsh, for use in fish preservation in 

                  Fig 28, Open Spaces, South Green 

                 Fig 29, Acton Lodge, South Green 

Fig 30 Regency House and Greyfriars 
South and North  

                Fig 31  Wellesley Cottage, South 

Fig 32, 17 & 19, South Green 
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                Fig  33 Gun Hill 

              Fig 34, Stone House, Gun Hill 

Fig 35. South Green Lodge 

Fig 36 North Wing, Centre Cliff 

                 Fig  37 Constitution Hill 

the fishing industry. Nos. 4 & 6 Ferry Road 
were part of the works and over the road 
was Salt Works Creek where stood a salt 
bath house and a small cloth sailed wind 
pump. The pump moved the salt water into 
troughs in which it flowed under the road to 
the works. The trade was ended after 1879 
when the railway brought cheap rock salt to 
Southwold.  
 
South Green, the clifftop path and the 
‘cannons’ are some of the town’s main 
tourist destinations. 
 
Qualities of Buildings & Their 
Contribution to the Area 
(The Secretary of State’s list divides South 
Green up as follows: West side comprises 
Nos 11-23; North-East Side 2- 10D; North 
Side, May Place, No 12 and 1-6 Centre 
Cliff; East Side to 14 to34 (White Lodge); 
and North West Side, No 27). 
 
The Marine Villas Area is landscape 
dominated, low density, and with its 
buildings positioned within or facing South 
Green. The overall impression is of open 
spaces, of sky, of the sea; of long views to 
the horizon; and a grassy landscape; also of 
refined grey brick mansions with shallow 
pitched roofs, wide eaves and black glazed 
pantiles or slates; of 1st floor balconies with 
elegant wrought iron balustrades; of vertical 
proportions, sash windows, timber door 
cases and panelled doors.  
 
The major houses are set independently 
within St Edmund’s Hill and South Green 
forming a loose crescent around the top of 
the hill in an extensive grass setting. 
Elsewhere the houses are loosely arranged 
along roads or tracks in terraced fashion, 
detached or in pairs.  
 
South Green 
The view from outside the Red Lion is 
framed to left by buildings grouped around 
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No 18, Acton Lodge, a large scale, heavy 
Victorian red brick and slate mansion and 
20 – 26 South Green, a row of small 
Georgian red brick and gault brick cottages. 
To the right the vista is framed by Nos. 5 & 
7 South Green & Homestead flats, the 
former, diminutive and the latter a tall two 
and three storeys. 
 
Prominent in the views are the four fine 
Regency ‘marine villas’ of Gun Hill, 
arranged to form a space containing the 
battery of six Elizabethan guns pointing out 
to sea. They are large scale Regency or 
Victorian buildings;  Stone House, is the 
most elegant, South Green Lodge, the most 
stylish and Southwold House, the most 
striking, for its opulence with its painted 
polychromatic bricks. Stone House has a 
cool elegance made with shallow bow 
fronts followed in the shallow roof line; and 
a sleek roof and a attractive wrought iron 
balcony bridging between the bays  On the 
west side of South Green is an attractive 
small domestic scale close leading to 
Skilman’s Hill. It is formed by Nos. 1B to 
No 17 South Green, attractive Georgian 
cottages of a comparatively small scale and 
vernacular character.  
 
There is a group of five good Regency 
houses in the view looking north. The first 
is Sole Bay Cottage, (No 4), it was built in 
the mid 19th-century, and has a hipped 
black pantile roof, a canted bay window 
and a pretty wrought iron 1st floor balcony. 
South Green Cottage (No 6) and South 
Green House (No 8) have hipped slate roofs 
and gault brick facades. No 6 has a pretty 
door case and fanlight and No 8 has a 1st 
floor glazed timber bay window and 
wrought iron balcony.  The fifth house is 
South Green Lodge, (Nos. 10 & 10a), the 
most impressive member of the group. It 
was designed in high fashion by Elizabeth 
Wayth in 1820 for members of the Sheriffe 
family.  It was built as two lodging houses 

in the manner fashionable at the time, of 
gault brick with hipped slate roofs behind a 
parapet with ball finials.  The ground floor 
is raised above a half basement, with access 
onto a cast iron balcony with wrought iron 
columns and balustrades. Also fashionable 
were the French casements with side hung 
louvered shutters and with wreaths in the 
tympanums formed by semi-circular arches.  
Centre Cliff was a terrace of speculative 
lodging houses, built in 1829 for Thomas 
Sheriffe.  
 
Symmetry and proportion are important 
elements of the design, this symmetry was 
disturbed when a new three storey wing 
was added in 1899. The remaining two 
floors of this former three storey range 
remain as the ‘North Wing’, and are built of 
stuccoed brickwork with truncated corner 
turrets, an attractive bow front and 
interlaced balconies reminiscent of a giant 
iced cake.  The original building was more 
sober. At its centre was a 2 storey 5 bay 
range in stucco, its roof hidden behind 
ballustered parapets with shell finials. Each 
side are 2 storey 3 bay gault brick wings 
with shallow slate roofs and a fine set of 
delicate sash windows. The gardens around 
the building allow good views of the 
buildings that allow a complete view of the 
range from the Cliff walks.  Access is from 
East Street where the façade is utilitarian, 
and worth preserving for the contrast 
between the two faces of the building. 
 
Constitution Hill 
When seen at their best from the east side 
of the green, stepping down the hill, the 
houses make a group full of interest; an 
attractive combination of size, style and 
materials and levels. The visual unity is 
held together by the scale of the windows 
and the vertical rhythm they impart across 
their façades. Woldside is visually the most 
assertive, built in gault brick on a large 
scale with a profusion of windows and 
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Fig 38, Town Pump 

Fig  39, Seaside Whimsy, 
No 2 Ferry Road   

Fig 40, Garden Wall, Pinkneys Lane 

Fig 41, The Nook & South Cliff                          
Cottage, South Green 

Fig 42, Jasmine Cottage, 
Skilman’s Hill 

balconies, in c.1844 by Francis Ellis on the 
site of the Custom House. No 1, Cannon 
Lodge is tucked in against Lydstep House 
& Coign is are also built with a gault brick 
façade.  Lydstep House approaches 
Woldside in scale though less sophisticated 
in character. Tamarisk, is built in red brick 
and Rowan Cottage in contrasting white 
painted brick.  Holly Lodge has painted 
brick and rendered walls and looks late 
Victorian. It continues the theme of the two 
storey canted bay windows. Iona Cottage 
has four pretty gables, stepping lightly 
down the hill. 
 
Ferry Road 
The principal saltworks building was on the 
site of Gun Hill Bight, though it is likely 
that No 6 Ferry Road was built c. 1760, and 
was incorporated into the salt works which 
were on both sides of the road. No 4 to the 
north may also be a former salt works 
building.  The belvedere on No 2 is a nice 
example of sea side whimsy, the short 
tower suggesting the cap of a lighthouse or 
windmill, which could be taken as a 
reference to the salt works pump that once 
stood near the building.  
 
Pinkeys Lane 
There is a fine high red brick Georgian 
garden wall along the back pavement edge 
of the Lane.  Within is a neglected garden 
and orchard. The wall and garden trees 
contributes to the special character of the 
conservation area. 
 
Primrose Alley 
Primrose Alley contains a group of 
buildings which are local landmarks seen 
from the beach and are reached from 
Primrose Alley. South Cliff Cottage, has a 
lookout tower, (a nice example of seaside 
whimsy), and its painted timber veranda are 
attractive features. In marked contrast is 
‘The Nook’, a 1970’s modernist flat-roofed 
design of timber and glass built to take full 
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advantage of the views.  York Cliff House 
is the most southern of the group. It is built 
of rendered brick, and with an asymmetric 
gabled and hipped slate roof and two storey 
canted painted timber bay facing the sea. It 
has ashlar render and 6/6 sashes on its south 
elevation.  
 
Queens Road  
The garden wall for The Lodge (Sole Bay 
House and Southwold House) is near the 
bottom of the hill on the east side of the 
road. It was built with beach cobbles and 
gault bricks with a brick coping.  
At its southern end is the gate and back 
drive of the mansion, with an elegant 
serpentine splay and gate piers with 
moulded pyramidal caps. The wrought iron 
gates are in situ, attached to cast iron posts.  
In the middle of the wall is a blocked 

garden gate which would have opened on 
the central axis of the north-west front. It 
was formed with a brick basket arch. 
Further up are two coach houses with flat 
roofs, the second floor being a later 
addition.  
 
Nos 2 & 6 Queens Road, flank the entrance 
into a stable yard. They have painted brick 
walls and black glazed pantile roofs, 
symmetrical façades with central doors and 
sash windows. They form a compact group 
with the red brick and slate barn to left of 
the back drive, with Nos 8-16, a row of 
similar cottages, and Sole Bay House seen 
behind and above. 
 
Skilmans Hill 
The houses in Skilman’s Hill are some of 
the prettiest in Southwold. They are built on 



22 

                  Fig 43, Adnams Brewery 

    Fig 44, 20-24 High Street. 

              Fig 45, Regency bow window   
                25 High Street 

               Fig 46, Montague House, High Street. 

Fig 47, 55-63 High St 

the south east edge of a triangular green 
falling to south, where there are fine views 
south over the marshes. On the north side of 
the hill are the back gardens of Park Road, 
enclosed by a long beach pebble wall. From 
here are views of the rear elevation of Park 
Villa and its fine two tier Regency wrought 
iron veranda.  
 
At the top of the hill is Skilman’s Cottage; 
built of red brick and red pantiles, with two 
fine timber canted bay windows with 6/6 
sash windows.  On the south side of the 
alley leading to Constitution Hill, set back 
behind a white painted picket fence is 
Jasmine Cottage. It has one and a half 
storeys with a sheet lead and slate mansard 
roof.  At ground floor level is a central 
brick porch with a battlemented parapet and 
panel door.  Nos 3 & 5  appear to have been 
built as a pair, in gault brick with slate 
roofs, though at different times. Hillside is 
set further down the hill behind a low brick 
forecourt wall with a central iron gate. It 
was built of painted brick in the mid-19th-
century, with a black pantile roof with 
parapet gables. 
 
Old Town  Character Area 
The character area is defined by the built up 
area of Southwold in 1839 shown in Robert 
Wake’s map of Southwold.  It includes the 
medieval core of the town and its historic 
roads and green; including  Bartholomew’s 
Green (a medieval fairground and the 
possible site of the medieval market place). 
A guildhall (demolished) near the south 
gates of St Edmund’s Church, the parish 
church, Sutherland House and Homeleigh 
are among the few buildings known to have 
survived the fire of 1659, and it would 
appear that the loss of 238 dwelling houses 
would be near the total number of buildings 
in the old town at the time of the fire.   
 
A probable consequence of the fire could 
have been the relocation of the town centre, 
from the environs of the church, to further 
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east to the area around the present Market 
Place. Then the High Street, between 
Barnaby Green and the Market Place, 
contained a mix of shops, banks, offices, 
inns and dwellings and the side roads 
contained terraces of cottages and the 
occasional public house. The Market Place 
would have looked very different, for then 
the Market Cross, erected in 1666 and 
demolished in 1809, stood at its centre. It 
was a two storey structure resembling the 
Market Cross at Wymondham, with a 
covered market below and a room, 
supported on pillars, for the corporation, 
above.  
 
A triangular pump replaced the Market 
Cross. It is made of cast iron and depicts 
the herrings, a source of the town’s 
prosperity in the past, and the crown and 
crossed arrows of St Edmund, to whom the 
parish church is dedicated. Also in the 
Market Place is the Swan Inn, the town’s 
principal inn from before 1600. 
 
Adnams’ Sole Bay Brewery began in the 
Swan Yard at the rear of the High Street 
and has grown significantly over time in 
separate developments in Church Street and 
Victoria Street. Such is its success that it 
has occupied the available space in the 
town and has expanded part of its operation 
into an out of town site.  There is also a 
thriving holiday industry and many of the 
houses are let to holiday makers.  Shopping 
streets include the High Street, Market 
Place and Queen Street. 
 
Buildings 
Generally the streets are enclosed on both 
sides, mainly by two storey buildings built 
on the back edge of the pavement. Gaps 
occur, made by yards, exploiting space 
behind the street frontages. There is an 
enjoyable variety of scale, height and style 
composed with a limited and attractive 
palette of materials. The use of the classical 

system of proportion, with its vertical 
emphasis and use of the sash window and 
entrance door with fanlight, results in a 
consistent visual rhythm of solid and void 
along the buildings’ façades with a pleasing 
unifying effect across the streetscene.    
 
The High Street is the principal 
thoroughfare in the borough; a long, wide 
and almost straight street which runs from 
North Green to the Market Place with 
pavements of generous width south of 
Victoria Street.  The street is lined by a 
continuous row of buildings set sideways 
along the back pavement edge. The 
building line fluctuates slightly adding 
architectural vitality and interest to the 
scene.  The tallest buildings are three 
storeys high though the majority are of two 
storeys which, in a wide street, provides a 
comfortable human scale environment. 
 
The north end is populated by small scale 
cottages of a vernacular character, the scale 
increasing south of Victoria Street. The 
buildings are all at least 100 years old, of 
local materials and in a variety of styles 
using ‘classical’ proportions and detail for 
the design of frontages, doors and windows. 
The street is a shopping street south of 
Victoria Street, from where shopfronts are 
continuous (with two exceptions).  
 
The attractive small garden space formed 
by five cottages, Nos 16-24 is pleasant and 
unexpected.  It contains a flower garden 
with a single tree and a perimeter hedge of 
clipped privet. 
 
No 32, Marks Fish and Chip Shop, 
represents a long tradition in Southwold, for 
there has been a chip shop on this site since 
before 1926. Its simple 1 ½ storey character 
with flat roofed dormer is an example of the 
humbler Southwold houses of the 18th-
century. Another example is in part of the 
King’s Head opposite. Here in the adjoining 
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                 Fig 48,  Long & straight High St 
 

Fig  49, Crown Hotel, High Street. 

                Fig 52,  The Manor House, High Street 

Fig  51, Corner of High St & 
Church St 

            Fig 50, Roof of C17th Archway House  

brick range is a good Regency period bow 
shop window, with Doric pilasters and 
entablature.  
 
A small garden separates No 32 from No 34 
High Street;  a space which is an essential 
part of the setting of No 34, Montague 
House, a little late Georgian  jewel in 
Southwold’s architectural collection. 
George Orwell stayed in the house from 
time to time. 
 
Wards Shop is prominent in views from the 
south High Street. It is built of brick, now 
painted, and with a symmetrical façade with 
two storey canted bay windows with large 
pane sash windows and central entrance 
door. 
 
The Southwold Post Office building, 
appears to have been built in two or three 
phases in the reigns of Victoria and George 
V. Comprised of seven dwellings and a post 
office, its scale cannot be taken in close to. 
It is built of brick and limestone, with a 
hipped slate roof. The bracketed eaves 
suggest an Italianate design ambition. It has 
a half basement and three storeys to right 
and three storeys to left. The entrance is 
flanked by two storey bays with double 
sash windows. The bays have stone 
pediments, with the initials to right ‘VR 
1895’ and to left ‘GR 1911’. There is a 
balcony with stone urn-shaped baluster 
above the entrance door, and at roof level, 
there are two small gables above the bay 
windows. Either side of the central bays 
there are three houses; to right, each with an 
entrance door and two storey canted bay 
windows with large pane sashes.  To left is 
a through passage  and two more dwellings 
each with canted bay windows.  At the left 
hand end, there is a two storey addition 
with Venetian style ambitions.  
 
Also on the west side of the High Street are 
two building ranges, Nos. 49-51 and Nos. 
55-63, both large, long and straight and 
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disguised by later subdivision.  They have 
substantial steep pitched roofs and axial 
stacks on 2 ½ storeys and also two giant 
pilasters (49-51) with block capitals, 
suggesting a construction date shortly after 
Southwold’s fire of 1659. There are two 
small hipped dormers. Both ranges have 
sash windows and gauged skewback arches.  
Nos. 51 and 51a each have good bow shop 
windows with glazing bars, 2 entrance 
doors with fluted Doric columns and 
entablature, and the other with Tuscan 
pilasters and entablature. 
 
Nos 55-63 have a steep pitched plain tile 
roof with two raking dormers, a stepped 
gable at the north end, axial chimneystacks 
and brick corbel eaves, suggesting also a 
construction date shortly after the fire. The 
shopfronts were inserted in the 20th-century. 
 
Manor Farm Close  is between 51 & 53 
and leads to a small yard containing a 
garden and Nos. 1-3, three modern 
dwellings.    
Over the road is Sutherland House and No 
54 High Street, the former, a survivor from 
the 15th-century with a late medieval 
timber-frame and external form, and with 
an early 19th-century exterior of sash 
windows with margin lights.  
 
Along the north side of the street there is a 
progression of shops of two and three 
storeys, with doors and windows of 
classical proportions and small scale, in an 
unpredictable range of styles. 58 is 2 storey, 
symmetrical and hipped and remarkable for 
its simplicity. 60-62 is 3 storey, built in 
brick with two flat-roofed dormers. 64 & 
64a is Edwardian in character, and similar 
to Ives shop in Bridge Street, Halesworth. It 
too has a brick upper floor with a pediment 
bearing the date (1903). The ground floor 
storey is covered in green glazed tiles. No 
66 has a simple and ill-proportioned façade 
with deep eaves of interest. No 68-72 is a 

range of polychrome brick houses with 2 
storey canted bays and is now divided into 
shops. No 80, Rutland House, was built in 
1827 as a banking house, which may 
explain the inflated scale of the building 
seen against its neighbours and the design 
of the sash windows facing the High Street.  
The shallow brick bays, low gabled roofs 
and deep eaves are typical of the mid-19th-
century. Also it explains the name of Bank 
Alley, running through to Victoria Street 
and so well paved with blue engineering 
tiles. Visible from the alley are slate & 
brick houses behind high 19th-century brick 
walls. 
 
No 82, the Crooked House, has a brick 
gable facing the street with a tie iron end 
inscribed TM 1662. (Thomas Moore). With 
No 86 it combines to resemble parlour & 
hall.  The roof contains two flat-gabled 
dormer windows. The Crown Hotel is 
arguably the most handsome Georgian 
building in Southwold, with painted brick 
walls and a hipped slate roof with brick 
modillion eaves. The original building was 
5 bays and the external corners had 
rusticated quoins. It has been extended to 
left.   
 
The central entrance door is within an open 
porch with Greek Doric columns and 
entablature.  The large window of the 
dining room extension is pastiche. The 
picture book Georgian architecture of the 
Crown positively enhances the enjoyment 
of the architectural melange in the High 
Street, where on the other side is an equally 
fine and stylish mid-18th century house, 
misnamed ‘The Manor House’ even though 
in the past it was usually occupied by the 
head man of the town. The details of 
interest are the warm red brick, the giant 
corner pilasters, the eaves cornice, the flush 
sash windows with thick glazing bars and 
the 8 panel door and door case with a 
pediment and Gibbs surround (with shells 
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 Fig  53, Works & workshop                        
Church St 

Fig 54,  The Swan, Market Place 

                 Fig 55, Bank House, Market Place 

                  Fig 56, The Town Hall, Market Place 

                 Fig 57, The Nelson, East St. 

and acanthus decoration instead of the usual 
egg and dart). Also there are curved 
forecourt walls Also of historic interest is 
Manor Gate, the former mews and service 
buildings of the Manor House.  Dominating 
the centre of the High Street is the United 
Reformed Church, built to the design of 
Samuel Fruer in 1836. While it is large, it is 
not wholly out of scale with its neighbours. 
The forecourt has been opened up into a 
useful amenity space. 
 
 Woodley’s Yard is south of the church 
and connects the High Street to Gardners 
Road, weaving through yards with small-
scale outbuildings and cottages.  The 
conservative club incorporates the former 
drill hall made out of former 19th-century 
brick and pantile maltings. It has been 
extended in the C20th in rendered pebble 
dash and painted brick.  
 
Above Squiers Coffee Shop is the hipped 
roof and upper floor of the south-west end 
of Archway House, all that is left now of 
William Crisps Georgian mansion, cut in 
half by the rebuilding of Barclays Bank in 
circa 1910. The brick curved gable, 
attached to the east side of the roof, is a 
copy of one that terminated the western end 
of Archway House. 
 
The pavement is wide between the URC 
and the Market Place, and there is plenty of 
space for the bus shelter and bus stop. Here 
along the back pavement edge is a row of 6, 
19th-century, 2 storey shops. At their east 
end is a carriage arch providing a route 
through to Buckenham Court where there 
are good views of the back of High Street 
buildings.  Buckenham House, another 
grand Georgian mansion is prominent 
where the High Street joins Market Place. 
Named after its owner in 1571, it has been 
the vicarage and shops, and its present 
appearance is the result of much welcome 
restoration. A pre-Georgian core could be 
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inferred from the off centre position of the 
entrance door. Like the Manor House and 1 
Queen Street, the entrance door has a Gibbs 
surround. 
 
Nos. 98 -100 is also a prominent and 
elegant corner building, built as an hotel in 
c.1835 and now two shops and flats. The 
house is three storey, and turns the corner 
into Church Street, through an acute angled 
radius turn. The house is built with gault 
brick with a parapet masking the roof, and a 
thin pediment over a shallow projecting 
bay. The shop window of No 100 has 
arched lights above a transom and, with 
blind box and stall riser, is of special 
interest. The entrance is curved with the 
corner, with curved windows on each floor 
above.  
 
Church Street 
Formerly an area of great poverty, this quiet 
and narrow street is now part residential 
and part Adnams’ bottling plant. The street 
is enclosed by 1 1/2 and 2 storey cottages, 
and views at either end of the street are into 
the Market Place and Victoria Street. For 
half its length the west side of the road is 
lined with Nos 1 – 19, Dutch Cottages, a 
nicely down at heel late C18th row of 
cottages. The brick detail is disguised by 
the sugary paint, though segmental arches 
and the brick dentil cornice may still be 
discerned.  
 
The windows would originally have been 
sash windows of a significantly narrower 
width than the present large casements.  
Across the road are some attractive two 
storey works buildings and a shopfront. The 
works has 16 pane cast iron windows with a 
4 pane centre pivot casement.  
 
The shop has a 9 pane shop window, 
masonry stall riser and part glazed door to 
left.  Toward the Market Place is all that 
remains of Nos 24-26, two cottages built in 

1760 by a bricklayer called Robert 
Burwood. The façade is complete with a 
modillion cornice, fashionable pediment 
over a pair of doors and a moulded plinth. 
Conveyor belts on the bottled beer line can 
be watched through the windows. The south 
end of the street is filled with the backs of 
High Street and Market Place buildings and 
their parking spaces, with a reduction in 
architectural interest and ordered spatial 
enclosure.  
 
Market Place 
The Market Place is a triangular space with 
streets at each corner and views to the sea 
to east and south-west. At its centre is the 
town pump of 1873.  The continuous built 
up frontages of 2 storey buildings, the mass 
of the 3 storey buildings and the scale of 
The Swan Inn contribute to a strong 
perception of an enclosed space. Nos 11 & 
15 are three storied, with a good double 
Victorian shop front across their ground 
floor elevations. 
 
No 17, Bank House, is of high architectural 
significance and is listed Grade ll*. It was 
built in 1716 for local merchants, raised one 
storey in the mid-19th century and 
converted to a bank in the early 20th-century 
when the windows were altered to large 
pane sashes. It has a brick façade of 3 
storeys and 6 bays. The entrance is offset to 
the left and its door case, with a segmental 
pediment, Roman Doric columns and 
entablature is fine and rare for a market 
town. No 19, Norwich & Peterborough 
Building Society, formerly ‘New Hall’ was 
formerly a meeting hall. It is classical in 
conception and built in red brick faced in 
gault brick. 
 
 On the east side of the Market Place are No 
21-23 a two storey pair of shops with gault 
brick walls and black glazed pantile roofs. 
No 21 has a treble fronted shop window 
that turns the corner nicely onto Queen 



28 

                Fig  58, John’s Fish Shop, East St 

Fig 59, Service Access, Pinkneys Lane   

     Fig 60, Faience Shop Front in Queen St 

  Fig 61, School of Industrial Art, 
 Park Lane 

 Fig 62,  Regency Balcony, Rear of  
Park Lane 

street.  Above the shop front of No 21 is a 
Palladian window, setting out an elegant 
message, taken up by the ground floor and 
first floor sash windows. Below these 
windows are the cells of the former town 
gaol built in 1819.  No 31 was built before 
the fire of 1659. It has a steep pitched, 
hipped red pantile roof, and rendered and 
colour washed walls. It has a continuous 
plate glass shop front on the ground floor so 
that the upper floor appears to float. 
 
The north-east side of the Market Place is 
formed by three storey buildings and a two 
storey supermarket.  The supermarket was 
built in a dark and dull red brick in circa 
1928 with a side elevation that sits uneasily 
with its neighbours in Church Street. On the 
ground floor are continuous papered plate 
glass windows. The contribution made by 
this building to the character of the 
conservation area is confined to its 
appropriate scale and the maintenance of 
the spatial quality of the place. The Town 
Hall and the Swan Hotel form an important 
group on the north side of the Market Place 
which relates well as a group to the gault 
brick shops Nos 21 & 23, on the east side of 
the Market Place. The Town Hall is a gault 
brick house with a pantile roof, now offices.  
It was built for a Mr Bokenham, c.1810 and 
converted to the Town Hall in early 20th-
century. For some reason the symmetry of 
the façade has been forgone. However it 
has a fine and elegantly detailed 3 storey, 3 
bay façade with a 1st floor balcony and 
storey height windows. The Swan is a tall 
three storied hotel and the product of 
several phases of alteration from the late 
18th century. The key features are the gault 
brick walls; the two, three storey, square 
bay windows with segmental pediments; 
the carriage arch with views through to the 
yard, and the canted timber bay window 
above. Further east is the refined neo-
Georgian extension of 1938. 
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No 10 has a good double Victorian shop 
front and continues the built up frontages 
with an attractive façade in gault brick and 
sash shaped windows into East Street.  
 
East Street 
East Street leads to Longisland Cliff. The 
Street is enclosed on both sides, mainly by 
two storey buildings at the back edge of the 
pavement. On the north side of the road the 
continuous frontage is interrupted by yards 
between buildings providing access to the 
rear of No 4, Ives Ice Cream Shop & Tea 
Rooms; to the rear of No 8, The Blue 
Lighthouse, and to Snowden’s Yard, 
containing No 14 & No16 East Street, two 
small and pretty cottages. 
 
Along the north side of the street a group of 
small vernacular cottages, Nos 22-34, with 
red pantiled roofs, rendered and painted 
walls, cottage doors and small pane 
windows, fill the visual gaps and 
consolidate the continuous frontage. No 8 
East Street’s Victorian Baroque is in 
marked contrast.  Currently the Blue 
Lighthouse, its heavy brick rustication, 
painted render and stilted arched windows 
are unusual and look out of place against 
the delicate Palladian classicism of its 
neighbours. No 36, Serendipity, makes an 
attractive group with the adjoining pair of 
19th-century red brick cottages and The 
Lord Nelson Public House at the end of 
East Street. The pub is built of gault brick 
and pantiles and its façade is nicely 
articulated with a first floor timber bay 
window and two ground floor hip roofed 
canted bays. The Sailors Reading Room 
was built in 1864 and is of greater interest 
inside.  
 
Externally it is a plain red brick box with a 
slate roof, its gable wall facing the sea, with 
a good timber and glass entrance porch. 
The south side has four bays with top hung 
large pane casements under flat gault brick 

arches. Reading Room Cottage was built 
four years after the reading room, gable on 
to East Street, with a slate roof and 
roughcast walls. It is remarkable for its 
casement windows with their lozenge 
pattern glazing bars.    
 
For reasons of scale & size, John’s Fish 
Shop, on the south side of East Street has a 
big impact on the street. Its 2 storey oriel 
window is the product of high 
craftsmanship and its designer appears to 
have been influenced by the English 
Country House Revival Style. 
 
The enclosure is less continuous on the 
south side of East Street, because of the 
access to yards at the rear of 5, 7 & 9, East 
Street. The gap also occurs at the staggered 
intersection of Trinity Street and Pinkneys 
Lane where the ordered layout on the north 
side of the street is abandoned in favour of 
an ad hoc arrangement of houses and the 
service court to Centre Cliff.  
Here is No 19, a good example of a cottage 
built or faced with beach cobbles and with 
red brick quoins and lacings.  
 
Queen Street links the Market Place to 
South Green. The buildings are two, two 
and a half and three storeys ranged on the 
back pavement edge, the pavements are 
narrow and the perception is of a confined 
space.  There are serial views in both 
directions of South Green and of the Market 
Place and the Swan Hotel. With the 
exception of No 2, the East Anglian 
Cooperative Supermarket, all the buildings 
in the street are listed. Gault brick, slate and 
black pantiles predominate in this street and 
1st floor bay windows are usual. The most 
architecturally significant are Nos 1 & 3, 
with a classic Georgian façade in gault 
brick and well preserved detail including 
fine ‘Gibbs’ pedimented door cases. Also 
No 18, The Queen Street Pharmacy, is 
notable, with a fine double shop front of 
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               Fig 63, On the Corner of Trinty St 

Fig 64,  Hidden Garden 62-67 Victoria  
St 

                Fig 65, St Edmund’s Terrace. Victoria St 

                Fig 66,  St Barnabas Green,  War 
                Memorial 

Fig 67,  Ancient Headstones in the  
Churchyard  

c.1900 with plate glass windows in light 
hardwood frames and faience stall risers 
and pilasters.  The pilasters have Ionic 
capitals and the fascia and blind box are 
supported by large console brackets made 
in faience. 
 
Mill Lane (south side) 
The south side of the lane is an orderly row 
of modern detached houses built in former 
gardens and set behind a C19th red brick 
former garden wall. 2-10 is a C19th cottage 
terrace in red brick and pantile.  
 
The continuous frontage of buildings on the 
north side of Lorne Road is aligned on the 
back pavement edge or back behind a fence 
and front garden. There is a gap in the 
middle of the south side with good and 
interesting views of the back of houses in 
Park Lane. Nos 6 & 8 are turned by a right 
angle, opening the gardens for view from 
the road and forming a rectangular space 
into the street scene. High brick garden 
walls preserve the building line where later 
houses (e.g. The Elms)   have been built 
within former garden land. 
 
Park Lane 
Park Lane is the historian’s Street. Thomas 
Gardner, the Dunwich Historian (1754), 
James Maggs 1797-1890 and Agnes & Jane 
Strickland, 1864-74, lived there. It is also 
one of the architecturally richest streets in 
Southwold with all buildings listed save 
Park Villa. 
 
The street is straight with views of The 
Common to west and the Regency 
buildings of South Green to east.  The street 
is lined with building of domestic scale, of 
two storeys and one of three storeys, 
generally aligned on the back edge of the 
pavement between South Green and Park 
Villa. The proportions and detail are 
uniformly Georgian excepting the Studio, 
built in 1894 for the Southwold School of 
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Industrial Art, Strickland House, circa 1864 
and Park Villa, circa 1839.  Park Villa is a 
Regency style house, altered significantly 
by raising the parapets. The two storey 
veranda on the rear elevation is a rarity in a 
countywide context, and can be seen from 
Gardners Road or Skilman’s Hill. The 
Studio façade was designed in an Arts & 
Crafts style and built with a high level of 
craftsmanship, which despite the incorrect 
use of a West of England timber-frame 
pattern, and the little-too-wide gabled 
frontage, the design with its 1st floor bow 
window and lattice lights, is of high quality 
and was spot listed in June 2000. Strickland 
House is built on the north side of its plot 
hard against Lorne Road, probably to make 
the most of a south facing aspect. The 
garden was set out behind a low garden 
wall and now contains a fine mature 
chestnut. The house was built in the 17th-
century and re-built in 1865. It is three 
storeys with large pane sash windows and 
built in gault brick which provides a good 
visual background for the garden. Park 
Villa, (22, 24 & 26 Park Lane) was 
originally a gault brick building which 
regrettably was painted some time ago. The 
airbricks in the parapets indicate where the 
parapets have been raised and the original 
proportions can be seen in the tall fine 
windows with flat arches. The changes have 
disordered the façade; the two storey porch 
appears to be a Victorian addition and the 
door surround of No 24 looks incomplete 
for the lack of an architrave and frieze 
under the pediment. No 26 looks late 
Victorian in character, with the sidelights to 
the main door and the flat porch canopy 
carried on console brackets. The garden 
wall of No 22 remains unpainted and the 
entrance door case inside an attractive 
garden, illustrates where that of No 24 is 
interestingly deficient.  Nos 16 & 18 were 
built as one house with a rendered timber 
frame in the early C17th and re-fronted in 
ashlar render in the late C18th. The mullion 

& transom windows are late C17th.  Nos 2-
14 are a good group of Georgian terraced 
houses with attractive detail, eg. the 
pedimented door cases of No 6 and the 
semi-circular fretted fanlights of Nos 10 & 
12.  Visible across the road is The recently 
extended red brick rear wing of Greyfriars 
South seen across the road behind an 
important boundary wall built with gault 
brick and beach cobbles. 
 
Pinkeys Lane 
The street is without pavements and 
contains a small yard providing access to 
No 7 & 7A. The buildings are mainly small 
scale cottages. It is dominated by the 
Georgian garden wall on the south-east side 
and by Nos. 11 & 13, 3 storey high flats 
built on the back edge of the carriageway.  
The original building was red brick, and the 
bland fenestration is probably mid-C20th. 
 
Trinity Street  
This is a residential street with a pleasing 
uniformity in its domestic scale, two storey 
buildings, designed with classical 
proportions and detail and local materials. 
 It is laid out as a small triangular space at 
the east end of Victoria Street and running 
into East Cliff. 
 
Here is a small triangular green on the edge 
of the sea. Trinity Close utilises excess 
garden land, though the development within 
is not of architectural or historic interest.  
The corner buildings are the most 
significant, for design and location. The 
orientation of the gables on No 36, 
Serendipity, together with the shopfront 
help to visually ‘turn the corner’. The north 
wall of No 12 and the roof is attractively 
curved with the street line and 
counterpoised visually by the 2 storey 
canted bay on the left of the elevation.  No 
17, Back to Front Cottage faces into Trinity 
Street and East Cliff ending the terrace on 
the south side of the street with domestic 
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  Fig 68,  Church Green 

Fig 69, Southwold Primary School 

Fig 70, St Edmund’s Green 

                Fig 72,  St James’ Green 

                Fig 71, Sole Bay Inn 

scale, elegant proportion, fine sash 
windows, warm red brick and shallow 
pitched slates.  
 
On the south side of East Cliff, the theme 
in Trinity Street is carried on around the 
corner. Facing the sea on the other side, 
there is a marked change where the 
buildings have been rendered, and in one 
instance replaced by classically detailed 
three and a half storey flats with 6/6 un-
horned sashes in the basement and on side 
elevations. Nos. 12 & 13 East Cliff are 
semi-detached mid C19th 2 ½ storey houses 
with basements. There are railings with 
spearheads and gateposts with ball finials 
enclosing the basement area. 
 
Victoria Street was formerly three streets, 
Camels Lane in the west, Jack Street in the 
centre and East Lane in the east. Today it 
connects the beach with East Cliff, East 
Green, Church Green, Bartholomew’s 
Green and the High Street. 
 
There are two distinct parts separated by the 
brewery and East Green where the street 
changes direction closing long views. The 
streetscape of both sides is building 
dominated and the density is relatively high 
except in the greens, where landscape 
dominates.  Generally, the domestic size 
and scale of the street and the cottages 
(built along the back edge of the pavement), 
relates to the north High Street. The use of 
sash windows in small cottages is usual and 
of interest here for the establishment of a 
uniform proportion and a pleasing visual 
rhythm along the terrace frontages. Victoria 
Street passes through the southern side of 
Bartholomew’s Green, where two 
excellent terraces, St Edmund’s Terrace and 
Victoria Buildings, form its southern side. 
St Edmund’s Terrace was built between 
1870 & 1875 and is distinguished by its 
professional design on a generous scale and 
by the gault brick pilasters, with moulded 
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cornices “bearing painted heads grimacing 
below the eaves”. The east and west sides 
of the green are enclosed by a mixed terrace 
of vernacular cottages, some rendered and 
others red brick. To north it is enclosed by 
the churchyard wall and the fine Regency 
gothic cast iron churchyard gate by G E 
Childs of 1838. The green area is enclosed 
by a privet hedge and landscaped with the 
occasional park tree. East Green provides a 
landscaped setting for Adnam’s Brewery 
half way along Victoria Street where two 
mature trees occupy the grass spaces. The 
largest buildings are in the Swan Yard and 
rise to 5 storeys. However, the buildings 
with frontages in Victoria Street and 
Church Green, with the exception of the 
boiler tower, do not appear to be out of 
scale or out of place as vernacular industrial 
buildings in a small market town.  The 
former Wesleyan chapel of 1835 is 
important in the streetscape  Its 
architectural detail is carried out in white 
stucco, Built in two storeys, the principal 
façade with a pedimented gable and the 
ground floor extension of 1919, face the 
brewery across the green . Fishermen’s 
cottages fill the remainder of the north side 
of the green through which the street passes 
into St James Green, where more small 
cottages form the east end of the green.  
 
A significant proportion of the north side of 
Victoria Street is taken by Nos 42-54, a 
range of substantial terraced houses of 2 ½ 
storeys, with steep pitched pantile roofs 
with parapet gables, sash windows and 
rendered walls painted ice cream colours.  
Bank Alley connects to the High Street and 
is a classic piece of people-scale 
streetscape, with varieties of spaces and 
back of street views. Within the alley is St 
Edmund’s Cottages, of 1887, in red and 
gault bricks and with large pane sashes. The 
slightly erratic course of the alley is 
delineated by its precious Victorian 
Staffordshire paviours.  Young’s Yard 

tracks south from Victoria Street with a 
high red brick Victorian wall to the west. 
At the east end on the north side, an alley 
serves Nos 60-66 Victoria Street, an 
attractive small residential infill 
development around a pretty garden. 
 
St Edmund’s Church is at the centre of a 
hierarchy of spaces, formed by 
Bartholomew Green, Tibby’s Green and St 
Edmund’s Green. It is enclosed on four 
sides by a 1.2m flint wall with various types 
of coping. The churchyard is divided up 
into a number of compartments, principally 
in the north churchyard where there is a 
substantial area, enclosed by hedges and 
trees, reserved for ashes. There are many 
fine C19th headstones, with the finest 
C17th & C18th and ‘listed’ examples south 
and east of the church, where many are lost 
in over mature shrubs and ivy. William 
Bardwell’s Mausoleum is unmissable, 
large, eccentric and stylistically illiterate. St 
Edmund’s Church is said to be the finest 
medieval seaside church in England.  It was 
built in a single campaign in the late C15th 
and is witness to the wealth and 
benevolence of the town and its merchants. 
Unusually, the architectural quality of its 
north side is as fine as the quality of its 
south side; however, the north side is less 
visible, because of the trees and shrubs that 
interrupt views. 
 
Tibby’s Green is a wide mown grass, 
triangular space, containing a football pitch 
and children’s play equipment. The space is 
enclosed by beech hedging to north, by the 
churchyard wall to east and temporary 
fencing to southwest.  
 
Over the hedge are the houses in Field Stile 
Road and over the fence a high density 
building-dominated, large scale housing 
development. Half of the north churchyard 
is screened by a thick tree belt from Tibby’s 
Green and from where, further south, is a 
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                 Fig 73, Spinner’s Lane 

                Fig 74,  Former Mill, North Green 

                Fig 75,  York Road 

                Fig 76, North Green 

                Fig  77,  Forest Cottage, York Road 

fine view of the church. 
 
St Edmunds Green is an open mown grass 
space planted with small park trees. It is 
triangular in plan and enclosed by privet 
hedges with Field Stile Road and 
Cumberland Road beyond. St Edmunds 
Church Hall and St Edmund’s churchyard 
are on the south boundary from where there 
is a good view of the church above and 
through the churchyard trees. 
 
Church Green connects with the 
churchyard through a wrought iron gate 
with brick gate piers in the south-east 
corner of the churchyard.  Seen across the 
churchyard wall is a group of two storey 
and single storey houses built of brick with 
stepped and curved parapet gables. The 
path leads to Church Green which is in two 
parts, one against the south wall of the 
primary school playground wall and the 
other to south, containing a public lavatory 
built in a restrained design employing black 
metal cladding, painted brick and 
monopitch slate. The lavatory shares its 
space with wheelie bins screened by thick 
hedge and two trees.  Opposite the green is 
a 2 storey workshop, with a black metal 
clad upper storey and a red brick ground 
floor and an adjacent bottle store.  Both 
have a visually negative impact on the 
conservation area. Church Green leads 
north into Cumberland Road, which 
contains two terraces. The first, 15-19 
Cumberland Road with 3 storeys and 2 
storey canted bays, and built in red brick 
with black glazed pantile roof.  To south is  
20-26 Cumberland Road, a red brick terrace 
with gault brick dressings and slate roofs. 
The late C20th primary school is set behind 
a thin red brick boundary wall and with St 
Edmund’s Hall, replaced the Victorian 
School that first occupied the site. The 
south classroom range was designed to 
exploit sunlight and fresh air.  
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Fig 78, Langford Lodge, Godyll Rd 

Fig 79, Manor Garden Cottage, 
Woodley’s Yard 

                  Fig 80,  The Old Mill, Godyll Rd 

                Fig 81, Eversley Court 

                 Fig 82, Electric Picture Palace.  
                Black Mill Rd 

St James Green contains a view of the 
lighthouse, the Sole Bay Inn and a row of 
fishermen’s cottages, attractive to visitors 
and possessing the quintessential image of 
Southwold.  The s t ree tscape is 
buildingdominated and the houses, built on 
the back pavement edge, are mostly small 
scale, two storey, with rendered and painted 
walls and generally with pitched roofs and 
sash windows. The space contains two 
greens; the  eastern is open to the sea and 
provides a site for a battery of two cannons, 
two benches and a flag mast. The west 
green provides the site for a single tree. 
The north side of the green, and extant by 
1839 are Nos 2-20, St James’ Terrace, a 
picturesque row of artisan cottages. At the 
east end of the green is No 28, Guardship, 
an C18th bungalow, with painted render, 
brick  and beach pebble walls and long 
black pantile roof with parapet gables with 
ball finials and said by one local author to 
resemble a cuckoo clock!   
 
James Walker’s 1887 lighthouse is in 
Stradbroke Road, visible in all the long 
views and between houses and above 
houses in the streets close by. The Sole Bay 
Inn is on the corner with Stradbroke Road; 
built circa 1841 it was part of the earliest 
development of the north part of the town. 
It is slightly larger in scale and subtly 
different in style to its neighbours, with 
sash windows, giant rendered pilasters, and 
rendered parapet on a gault brick ground.  
 
 
Seaside Suburban (Common)  
Character Area 
The character area is between Station Road 
in the north and Mill Lane in the south on 
the west side of the High Street and 
bounded by Southwold Common to west. 
It is an area of mainly late C19th and early 
C20th residential development comprised 
of large terraced or semi-detached houses, 
set back behind small front gardens 
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enclosed by dwarf walls or hedges. It also 
includes an area behind the High Street 
where the former gardens and yards of the 
High Street premises have been exploited 
for leisure, retail and residential use. It is an 
area of small scale buildings and small 
confined spaces, high building density, and 
buildings up to 2 ½ storeys except where it 
abuts The Common, the streetscape is 
building dominated.  
 
Robert Wake’s 1839 map shows the area 
west of the High Street as open fields with a 
black weather boarded post mill called The 
Black Mill and a rectangular courtyard of 
mill buildings located close to the present 
day site of St Barnabas Home of Rest for 
Ladies, founded in 1897 in Godyll Road. 
York Road and the land between Godyll 
Road and the High Street were developed 
between 1884 and 1904 on the site of the 
Black Mill and within the boundary of the 
field associated with it. For a hundred years 
Eversley School in Wymering Road 
educated young boys and girls of primary 
school age. It was built as two houses and 
adapted soon after into a school joining the 
houses together and building an additional 
school room on the north side. Eversley 
Cottage was used for staff accommodation 
and was not joined to the other school 
buildings. The school closed for lack of 
pupils in 1996 and has recently been 
converted into apartments  
 
The western boundary of the town follows 
‘Rope Walk’ running north-south from 
Spinners Lane to Blyth Road.  
It was one of the long straight paths 
required by rope makers for twisting hemp 
into strands and from strands into ropes.  
At the north end of Rope Walk is a group of 
houses facing the common. The most 
southerly pair, (includes Crombie House & 
No 5) apparently replace ‘the Assembly 
Room’ shown on the 1884 O.S. Map.  
In 1839, Mill Lane was enclosed by the 

gardens of John Robinson’s house, (now 
Bank House). Woodleys yard & maltings 
were at work and Lorne Road, then called 
Meeting House Lane, was a quiet 
residential street, then much as now.  
 
North Green  
North Green is a triangular grassy space 
containing paths, flower beds and low trees 
enclosed by privet hedges and encircled by 
roads, with buildings built on the back edge 
of the pavement. Notable buildings include  
the ‘Mattress Factory’, a former 3 ½ storey 
mill on the south side of the green, built in 
yellow brick with red brick lacings and 
lintels between 1884 and 1904, and on the 
north side, Nos 7-9, a row of three houses, 
built c.1740 with rendered brick walls and 
1st floor plat band, and pantile roof with 
parapet gables. Station Road passes through 
the east side of the green, enclosed by 21-
27, a late C19th 2 storey terrace built of red 
brick with gault brick dressings set back 
behind dwarf garden walls. Further south 
are Nos. 1-15 High Street, a terrace of red 
brick cottages with sash windows and flat 
gauged brick arches. 
 
Spinners Lane is an unmade road leading 
to The Common, unusually through a 
turnstile. The street edge is marked by brick 
or beach pebble and brick walls, enclosing 
gardens running longitudinally with the 
road. The road is landscape dominated with 
garden trees and shrubs spilling into the 
roadway. 
 
On the south side is a terrace of five houses, 
sideways onto the Lane. The first three 
houses, 15, 16 &17 are small and plain with 
fine black glazed pantile roofs.  
 
14 & 13 Barnaby Green are more 
substantial with 2 storey canted bay 
windows and red brick with gault brick 
lozenge patterns.  
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Fig 83, Church of the Sacred Heart 

                 Fig  84, 3 & 4 Strickland Place 

 Fig 85, Roofs of old maltings, seen from 
Buckenham Court  Woodley’s Yard 

Fig  86, Buckenham Court 

                  Fig 87,  1 Manor Park Rd 

There is a good group of houses where the 
common meets the town, prominent in 
views from The Common. Spinners Cottage 
was built in the C19th and has a hipped 
black pantile roof with a large central stack, 
red brick and black tarred walls and a mix 
of sash and casement windows.  
 
Commoners and Fairway Cottage were 
designed in the popular English Country 
House Style and have walls of red brick and 
pebbledash and a long shallow gable facing 
The Common with a horizontal range of 
casement windows, containing a cartouche 
at first floor level with the date 1913.  To 
south, Crombie House and No 5 Spinner’s 
Lane are also red brick and pebble dash 
with pantile roofs and casement windows.  
Crombie House has a 1st floor balcony 
above a glazed logia. The houses are set 
behind a low garden wall; which for 
Fairway Cottage is built of beach cobbles in 
catenary curves with timber railings under 
an arched rail. 
 
York Road begins at the High Street and 
ends at Blackshore Harbour.  At its east end 
there are several road junctions and an 
unsightly garage court with views across 
gardens and yards where it appears visually 
unstructured. Nos 1 -19 York Road is a neat 
red brick terrace with 2 storey canted brick 
bays and sash windows; No 1-3 have 
pantiled roofs whilst 4-19 are slate, the 
roofslopes of the entire terrace being 
uninterrupted by dormer windows. It was 
built in the late C19th during the period of 
expansion. The houses are set back behind 
front gardens with low garden walls on the 
inside pavement edge. 
 
Godyll Road. The value placed on the 
development plots over looking The 
Common in Godyll Road at the end of the 
C19th is reflected by the size and opulence 
of the houses built on them. Seen from The 
Common they form an important and 
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                 Fig  88, Buckenham Court 

                 Fig  89, Fox’s Yard 

impressive group which are generally 
externally unaltered.  Nos 1-6 are 2 ½ 
storeys, double fronted, and set back in a 
small front garden behind a dwarf garden 
wall.  The houses are built in a terrace of 
four plus two semi-detached houses in red 
brick with two storey timber bay windows. 
1 & 2 have timber-framed gables, and 5 & 
6 have tile hung gables, 3 & 4 have dormers 
with double sash windows. The half 
timbered pattern framed gable of Langford 
Lodge makes the greatest impact seen from 
The Common and as the house was built 
across two plots, it is the showiest. It is 2 ½ 
storey high and much of the 1st floor is a 
glazed loggia which looks odd from 
outside, a departure that can be justified by 
the view. The most elegant house may be 
Links Cottage, the design having a English 
Country House ‘Queen Anne Style’ 
flavour. The attic storey has 3 tile hung 
gables facing The Common, and two 2 
storey canted bay windows, with small pane 
casements. A balcony spans over the porch 
between the bay windows. St Barnabas 
Retirement Home is on the corner and it too 
has a showy half timbered gable. St 
Barnabas is built of gault brick, with a slate 
roof and is 3 storeys. The windows are 
large pane sashes and the ground floor 
storey of the east wing is painted brick and 
stucco. Two gables face west and south 
with segmental headed half dormers 
between them. A small area south of the 
house and that adjoining is enclosed by iron 
forecourt railings which continue across the 
south side of Eversley Court. Forming a 
group with St Barnabas are Old Mill, 
Mariners and Mill House, built on the site 
of the Black Mill and its yard. Old Mill & 
Mariners are similar, with rendered walls, 
hipped slate roofs and 2 storey canted bay 
windows. Mill House is only half rendered 
and its canted bays are single storey.  The 
upper sash windows have a tripartite 
arrangement and have large pane sashes 
with basket arches.  
 

                Fig 90, Former Stables, Mill Lane 

                Fig  91, Gardens 6 & 8 Lorne Rd 

     Fig 92, May Place Lorne Rd 
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The red brick and plain tile south range and 
6/1 sash windows of Eversley Court looks 
well from The Common, and in particular 
the cantilevered gable and the brick 
Flemish pattern curved gable of the dormer 
window. Wantage Cottage is a large square 
house with a hipped plain tile roof and is 
part of the group with Eversley Court and 
Eversley Cottage. Its boundary wall 
continues in concrete blockwork along the 
southern boundary of the church.  
It is not unusual for C19th churches to look 
out of place, and in this instance the 
juxtaposition of the church tower with the 
presbytery and the use of stone have no 
precedence in East Anglian vernacular. 
The east boundary wall of The Common is 
formed in brick and beach cobbles with 
catenary arches along the top. Behind are 
gardens and garage forecourts and C20th 
houses that have a neutral impact on the 
conservation area; (Church House, 
Homeleigh, The Paddock & Woodleys).  
 
Black Mill Road serves the backs of the 
houses in York Road & Godyll Road, and 
follows the curve they make. John 
Bennett’s late 20th-century Electric Picture 
Palace relieves the monotony of the rows of 
wooden garages. 
 
Wymering Road is a quiet residential 
street with two early C20th terraces on the 
north side of the road. Nos 1-10 are 
rendered and painted with slate roofs and 2 
storey canted bays behind low garden walls. 
Nos 11-13 are older and retain an early 
C20th ‘Arts & Crafts’ character. They are 
rendered & painted with a pitched fibrous 
cement tile roof. Nos 11 & 13 have pairs of 
two storey bay windows with 5 light 
casements.  
 
At the east end of the road are the Church 
of the Sacred Heart and the attached 
presbytery, with a nave, sanctuary & square 
tower, built in stone with plain tile and slate 

roofs. They were designed in 1914 by 
Benedict & Foss of London in a modern 
Perpendicular style.  
 
The tower is visible from The Common, 
Blackshore Harbour and Wolsey Bridge. 
The presbytery can be seen from Godyll 
Road; it is hidden behind some utilitarian 
garages in Wymering Road. The Church 
Hall is situated on the corner with Manor 
Park Road. Only the entrance façade is 
visible from the road.  
 
The early to mid-C20th hall has a hipped 
pantile roof behind a panelled and stepped 
parapet. The façade is of brick with 
limestone dressings and a central door 
between two 3 light casements with lead 
lights.  
 
There is an uneasy relationship between the 
large scale and layout of the houses in 
Strickland Place with their location on the 
edge of the common.  Nos 5 & 6, Strickland 
Place were built c. 1884 and are 2 ½ storey 
semi-detached red brick houses with 
rendered upper floors in a Suffolk 
Vernacular style.  Built some short time 
later Nos. 1 & 2 are two semi-detached 
houses built in red brick with gault brick 
dressings and black pantile roofs with 
gabled dormers, again in a vernacular style. 
No. 1 has bay windows and 1st floor tile-
hung bays. While the scale of the outer 
pairs is larger than the local vernacular, it is 
the central building that imparts the group 
with an eccentric quality. Nos. 4 & 3 are a 
cube-shaped and hip-roofed pair, with large 
flat-roofed dormers and ground floor 
windows with cross casements.  The ground 
floor windows have segmental arched 
heads. The design is an attempt at the 
Queen Anne style and, despite their gaunt 
appearance, is of historic significance as 
part of the group. 
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                Fig 93,  Dunwich Rd Looking West 

                Fig 94, 1 Field Stile Rd 

                 Fig 95, 3 Cautley Rd 

 Fig 96, High Quality Terraces in 
 Dunwich Rd 

                 Fig 97, Southwold Hospital 

Within Woodleys Yard is the former 
maltings which have been extended and 
reconstructed first into a drill hall and then 
the Conservative Club. The pantiled roofs 
of the historic buildings are visible from 
Woodleys Yard and Buckenham Court.  
The recently built, pebbled dashed elements 
of the club building do not contribute 
positively architecturally or historically to 
the character of the area. Manor Garden 
Cottage is a bold simple design seen from 
across its beach pebble garden wall, that 
was built in modern tile and brick to blend 
with local colour and texture.   
 
The buildings of Fox’s Yard have been 
converted into picturesque cottages. 
Mill Lane is narrow, without a footpath, 
with a continuous cottage frontage on the 
north side, east end, and the south side, 
west end. The former group contains the 
redundant stables for the Adnams Brewery 
drey, which was acquired by the brewery 
from G Childs the iron founder in 1897. It  
has a ‘U’ shaped plan with hay loft and 
boxes to east, looseboxes to north and cart 
sheds to west. The stables are brick with 
gabled pantile roofs, with a south catslide 
into the courtyard. The cast iron windows 
in the eastern range are said to have been 
produced by the foundry. The stables are 
important to the town as much for historic 
interest as architectural interest. Part of the 
group, and adjacent to the stables are a pair 
of pretty, C18th, 2 ½ storey red brick and 
pantile cottages.  The former Methodist 
Chapel is at No 5.  There were three 
entrance arches which are now blocked. It 
has lead gridded windows with wrought 
iron casements. The entrance to within is 
through a carriage arch in Buckenham 
Court, which continues the built up 
development line.  
 
Seaside Corporation Character Area  
The area includes the streets north of the 
town centre, developed during the late 19th 
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and early 20th-centuries. The area within the 
conservation area consists of high quality 
residential terraces. 
 
Prior to 1800 the area was rural, Robert 
Wake’s 1839 map showing open fields 
north of the church and Field Stile Road as 
a trackway between North Green, the 
brickyard and the beach. Here may have 
been one of the open fields of the medieval 
period. Here also was land owned by 
Southwold Corporation and the site of 
Town Farm, which had been the site of the 
workhouse in 1758, and was pulled down 
and replaced by a small pox hospital in 
1774, becoming the cottage hospital in 
1897. It was rebuilt in 1903 where now, 
with more additions, is Southwold Hospital. 
The 1st Edition Ordnance Survey map of 
1884 shows the churchyard on the northern 
edge of the town with a rope walk in a 
straight line across Tibbys Green, and St 
Edmund’s Green to Cumberland Road. The 
map shows the beginnings of development 
in the area, with Nos 9 & 8 and 24 & 25 
Field Stile Road just built, and development 
at the south end of Cumberland Road. The 
site of the brickworks was roughly on 
Marlborough Road, north of the junction 
with Hotson Road, and the sand pit was in 
the vicinity of the present boating lake. 
Housing development appears to have 
begun on the north side of Field Stile Road 
in 1881, with East Holme. Also the Coast 
Development Company purchased the 20 
acre Town Farm Estate in 1897, in 
association with the development of the 
pier for the Belle Steamers holiday trade 
between London Bridge and the east coast 
resorts.  By 1900 the company had sold 
building plots to the value of £6,000 and 
was offering more for sale though in 1906 
the company was wound up. 1900 saw the 
opening of the 3 ½ storey Marlborough 
Hotel at the south end of Marlborough 
Road. The 50 bedroom hotel was destroyed 
by enemy action in 1943 and its site is now 

occupied by Marlborough Court. The 
Grand Hotel was completed in 1902 on a 
prime site facing the sea between Field Stile 
Road and Hotson Road. It was 4 ½ storeys 
high with accommodation of 70 bedrooms. 
Requisitioned by the army during the war, 
it fell into disrepair and was pulled down, to 
be replaced by bungalows in 1959. 
 
The lighthouse was constructed in 1887 on 
vacant land behind St James’ Green, to 
replace the light on Orford Ness. Its red 
light, flashing every 20 seconds, marks the 
Sizewell Sands to the south and the Barnard 
Sands to the north. 
 
By 1904, the area between the sea front, 
Cumberland Road, St James’ Green and the 
north side of Field Stile Road had been 
developed. Stradbroke Road was originally 
called St James’ Street, and was both a 
commercial centre, a residential street and 
an important location for seaside lodging 
houses. During the 1939-45 war an area of 
Marlborough Road occupied by Nos. 2-12 
and 25-35 was demolished by enemy action 
and subsequently replaced with new 
houses. 
 
The area is predominately one of quiet 
residential streets comprised of a wide 
variety of quality terraced houses generally 
set back a short distance from the back 
pavement edge behind low brick boundary 
walls. They are built of red or grey gault 
bricks, with slate or pantile roofs 
uninterrupted by dormer windows, and they 
form long wide streets north to south, and 
short streets east to west looking out to sea. 
The terraces provide a pleasing uniformity 
in construction materials and in scale and 
proportion. The repetition of narrow 
frontages, or the frequently repeated 
vertical elements of doors and windows, 
provide a visually fast rhythm across the 
street façades. Also the generous width of 
the roads and the low height of the 
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Fig 98, 24-25 Field Stile Rd 

Fig 99, No 27-31 Field Stile Rd 

Fig 100,  9-11 Marlborough Rd 

Fig 102, 3 Storey Corner Ter-
race , North Parade 

buildings in relation to the width of the 
streets provide spaces of human scale and 
comfort. The frequent subtle variations in 
the design of the buildings’ façades 
prevents monotony and introduces much 
visual interest.  
 
To the east of the churchyard are high 
density building-dominated streets, where 
the buildings are terraced and generally of 
two storeys, rising to three where they 
visually punctuate a corner or provide 
variety in the roof line.  
 
Field Stile Road is in marked contrast, with 
a slightly rambling course that follows an 
old foot path on the edge of the old town. 
Seen with St Edmunds Green and Tibby’s 
Green, the building density is perceptibly 
lower and more landscape dominated than 
the streets east of the town centre.  
 
Cautley Road 
The conservation area follows the west side 
of the road and includes six substantial 
terraced houses all built between 1884 and 
1904. Nos. 3 & 5 and 7 & 9 are pairs.  
No 1 is a compact design in carefully 
detailed red brick.  Tall chimneys spring 
from the eaves of the hipped pantile roof 
and the central bay of its three bays is set 
forward with a small pediment above the 
eaves.  The windows have two and three 
lights with transoms and glazing bars in the 
upper and lower lights.  Nos 3 & 5 are Arts 
& Crafts influenced and have genuine 
architectural quality. Notable features 
include their compact form, red brick walls 
and gabled slate roofs, the shallow balcony 
with turned balusters and decorated bracket 
with fretted trefoils between the brick bays. 
Also the brick pediments above the eaves 
line; and the quality of the timber door and 
window joinery. 
 
Nos 7 & 9 are a variant of 3 & 5. Built of 
brick with gabled slate roofs, they have 

Fig  101, Painted brickwork, North  
Parade 
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three bays, the centre bays recessed and 
accommodating two entrance doors under a 
porch carried on a decorated bracket with 
fretted trefoils. The outer bays are carried 
up above the eaves to form gabled dormers 
with double sash windows. There are pairs 
of large pane sash windows with segmental 
brick arches with key blocks. The doors are 
original and are part glazed with three 
upper lights with segmental arched heads.  
No 11 is set behind a low brick wall. The 
house is built of brick with a slate roof with 
a narrow bay to left containing the entrance 
door in a small recessed porch and a wide 
timber, two-storey bay window carried up 
above the eaves to form a gabled dormer. 
The upper windows have five lights, the 
first floor with transom, and the ground 
floor window (with a central half glazed 
door) has three lights.  
 
Dunwich Road 
The vertical emphasis and rhythm is strong 
in Dunwich Road with its profusion of two 
storey bay windows. There is an interesting 
variety of terraced houses of two and three 
storeys, built of red brick and gold gault 
brick with gabled slate roofs and ridge 
stacks.  On each side a terrace ends with a 
three storey house adjoining a two storey 
house. Among the finest are Nos. 5-9, built 
on three storeys, each house with a two 
window façade with a continuous wrought 
iron 1st floor balcony and dark red and gold 
gault brickwork. The entrance door and a 
canted gault brick bay window is tucked 
under the balcony. The houses are set a 
short distance back from the pavement with 
dwarf brick garden walls.  
 
Field Stile Road 
Nos 1-7, are special. They look out over 
Tibby’s Green and St Edmund’s Church, 
with shining black pantile roofs and ridge 
chimney stacks; pretty carved dormer gable 
bargeboards and a paired hipped tiled 
pentice roof on the front of the houses 

providing a roof  for both a porch and a bay 
window. 
The terrace is set back behind small front 
gardens enclosed by low brick walls and 
some with painted timber picket fences. 
No 10 & 10a appear on the 1884 map, 
associated with Town Farm, and the house 
is worth preserving for its association with 
the demolished farm. Probably built in the 
early 19th-century, it may have been a small 
farm house. It is set behind a high hedge 
and low brick wall where the road bends 
around its boundary. It has a slate roof with 
end ridge stacks and brick walls. The 
symmetrical façade is of three bays of two 
storeys.  
 
The Cottage Hospital was built circa 1897 
and its historic core can easily be identified 
in the central section which comprises two, 
two storey gabled wings flanking the porch 
and entrance door. Each side of the building 
continues to east and west with gabled 
wings of 1 ½ storeys, each with a dormer 
facing the road. The dormers and central 
wings have attractive faux timber-framing 
in the spandrels and sides. The timber 
double sash windows have 4/4 sashes at 1st 
floor and 6/6 at ground floor, under gauged 
brick arches. The surrounding single storey 
slate-roofed and flat-roofed extensions are 
not of interest.  
 
No 11 is on the corner of Cautley Road 
where it presents a long blank elevation. 
The house is typical of the terraced houses 
in the seaside suburban area. It is set back 
behind a small garden enclosed by a dwarf 
brick wall. It is 2 storeys of polychrome 
brickwork with a gabled black pantile roof 
and axial stack. The entrance to left is 
within a semi-circular arched recess, with a 
2 storey canted bay to right. It has large 
pane timber sash windows under flat 
gauged brick arches. 
 
No 12 is similar but with an additional attic 
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             Fig 103,  27 & 28 North Parade  

 Fig 104, The lighthouse in 
Stradbroke Rd 

    Fig 105, 46-48 Stradbroke Rd 

 Fig 106,   No 32 –31 Stradbroke Rd 

storey, lit by half dormers with decorated 
barge boards. 14 & 15 are a semi-detached 
pair, based on No 11, though both with 
alterations to the entrance door requiring 
external porches. They also appear to have 
two storey lean-to parts at the rear.   
 
Nos. 17-23 is a terrace of 7, 2 storey houses 
set back behind small front gardens 
enclosed by low brick and timber garden 
walls. Because of its length it is visually 
dominant in the street. The houses are 
arranged in regularly inverted pairs with 
entrance doors together and are built of red 
brick with gabled slate roofs with ridge 
stacks. Nos. 24 & 25 are a pair of two 
storey semi-detached houses built before 
1884, then as an isolated pair of cottages in 
the countryside. They are set back from the 
road behind a front garden enclosed by iron 
railings. The houses have a gabled black 
pantile roof and polychrome brickwork. 
Each house has fine and interesting detail 
including 8/8 sash windows, a full height 
half glazed door with glazing bars and over 
all the openings the shallow stone 
pediments carried by consoles. 
 
No 26 is one of the few 19th-century 
bungalows in the conservation area.  It 
occupies a substantial footprint 
commensurate with the area of garden 
around it. It is built of red brick with gault 
brick string courses and with gabled and 
hipped slate roofs. Visible from the road to 
left is a hipped roof wing with two large 
pane sash windows. The wing nearest the 
road has a shallow hipped roof with a 
canted bay to right and a pair of large pane 
sashes to left. 
 
Possibly the most interesting terrace in the 
town, Nos. 27-31 were built before 1904. 
There are five, two and a half storey 
houses, set back a small distance from the 
pavement edge behind a low timber picket 
fence. The terrace is red brick with artificial 
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roof tiles. (No 29 has plain tiles) The plan 
is arranged so that the entrance doors are 
together and running the length of the 
façade is a 1st floor balcony with a post 
and rail balustrade which spans between 
single storey bay windows, forming a 
porch over the entrances, its curved 
brackets forming arched openings. The 
entrance doors are half glazed with semi-
circular fanlights with radial glazing bars. 
There is a single attic dormer per house 
with a pitched plain tile roof and paired 
sash windows with 6/1 sashes. At balcony 
level are 6/1 sash windows with margin 
lights. The windows in the bays are 
casements with 4 lights and a transom.  
 
Marlborough Road 
Originally called Corporation Road, 
Marlborough Road runs on a diagonal line 

for the brick works.  The surviving houses 
may be a guide to the character of those lost 
to bombing.  9 & 11 is a pair of 3 storey 
houses with polychrome brick walls and 
hipped red pantile roofs. No 15 is one of a 
pair that has retained its original entrance, 
while no 17 has a new entrance. Both houses 
have polychrome brick walls and slate roofs 
with axial stacks.  Nos. 21 & 23 have two 
balconies, low on porch roofs and higher on 
bay window roofs. Built of red brick with 
gabled slate roofs, the houses have each a 2 
bay façade of three storeys. The inner bay 
contains a two storey bay window with large 
pane timber sash windows with margin lights 
on each floor. 
 
North Parade 
The houses and boarding houses in North 
Parade look out across the north sea from an 
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Fig107,  Seaside Calm 

Fig 108, Clifftop Gardens 

                 Fig 109, Beach huts on the Promenade 

                 Fig 110, Longisland Cliff 

Fig 111, Rusty Railings 

elevated position along the top of Kilcock 
Cliff. The highest vantage point is from a 
third floor window, made higher by the 
larger scale of the houses in the parade.  
The terraces are all similar save forsmall 
differences and some notable exceptions in  
scale and in size. Several owners have 
succumbed to the temptation to paint the 
rich red and pale yellow gault brick of their 
buildings, becoming committed to a 
perpetual cycle of repainting, and sugary 
seaside colours look better on the more 
picturesque cottages than on these grand 
terraces and their polychromatic brickwork.  
The houses are arranged in pairs and there 
is a good run of unaltered terrace in Nos. 1-
10.  
 
No 3 & 4 are a typical pair of 2 storey 
houses built of red brick with a black 
glazed pantile roof. Each house has two 
bays, the outer bay containing a 2 storey 
canted bay window topped by a brick 
gabled dormer. Inner bays contain four 
panel entrance doors in semi-circular 
openings with fanlights. The windows are 
large pane sashes with margin lights under 
segmental brick arches with moulded brick 
soffit. Nos 1 & 2 are also typical except for 
their continuous elaborate cast iron balcony 
facing the sea at 1st floor level. 
 
No 5 & 6 are a pair of corner houses, built 
in red brick with gault brick dressings, of 
three storeys each with two windows, with 
a similar plan to No 3. Across Chester Road 
is No 7, the opposite corner house also of 
three storeys and also built of brick with 
gault brick dressings and a hipped slate 
roof. No 11-13 are much altered and the 
special interest is much diminished. Under 
the painted render they are probably similar 
to their neighbours.  It presents a three 
storey, 6 window façade to the east, with 
three two storey canted bays. There is a 1st 
floor balcony with a wide steel balustrade. 
The windows and doors are all modern. The 
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parade forms one side of a triangular block, 
so that at both ends there were sites for 
landmark buildings. No 14 is situated at the 
junction with Marlborough Road. The 
garden is enclosed by a high brick boundary 
wall on its south boundary and is prominent 
in views looking north. There is no visual 
interest in the wall. The building is painted, 
and the rich brick colour and detail has 
been lost.  Also, the windows are 
horizontally proportioned which perturbs 
the whole of the external proportion. This 
may be the consequence of window 
replacement.  
 
At the north end is Nos 27 & 28 is a 
building making a strong visual statement, 
distinctly alien in character to the polite 
terrace buildings in the parade. On the 
corner is a 3 storey tile-hung tower between 
pairs of bay windows with hipped tile roofs. 
The appearance of the building is distinctly 
Gothic, an impression strengthened by the 
double balcony with its heavily carved 
corner posts and tiled gables, and the half 
hipped and lean-to porch. The only 
departure from the usual house type here is 
No 26, a three storey, double fronted, gault 
brick and concrete pantile house. No 17 is 
pebble dashed  & 17, 18 and the bay 
windows of 19, 20, 21 & 24 have been 
painted.       
 
Stradbroke Road 
Stradbroke Rd is a long straight street, lined 
by 2 and 2 ½  storey terraced houses set 
back behind small front gardens enclosed 
by low brick garden walls. Generally each 
house has a 2 storey canted bay window 
and vertically proportioned sash windows 
built above each other. The arrangement 
imposes a strong vertical emphasis and 
visual rhythm on the street. The least 
altered houses retain their large pane timber 
sash windows, part glazed 4 panel entrance 
doors and pretty tile panels between the 
windows within the bays. Also the 

buildings have terracotta name plates, and 
names for example like Brightmer Villa, 
Stradbroke Terrace and Brancaster Villa.  
The most notable building in the road is the 
lighthouse, dominating views in the 
adjoining streets and visible from afar. Its 
form and rendered finish strongly contrasts 
with the local character. The adjoining 
building to east faces the sea across a 
courtyard. It has a hipped slate roof with 
chimneys at the apex and walls of white 
stucco with rusticated quoins. Access is 
from north Parade. Nos 32-38 is a red brick 
and slate, now part concrete tile terrace 
with canted bays, large pane sash windows 
and semi-circular brick lintels. The terrace 
is set at the back of its plot, almost back to 
back with 15 & 19 Cumberland Road, 
providing a generous garden to the east.  
 
Nos 46-48 are the centre piece of the 
terrace, Nos. 40 to 54. The terrace is built 
of red brick with gault brick dressings and 
slate roofs. It has a 4 bay, 2 ½ storey 
façade.  The outer bay contains a 2 storey 
canted bay with at roof level a steep pitched 
brick gable with carved bargeboard. The 1st 
floor windows have semi-circular gault 
brick arches; the ground floor windows 
have flat brick arches with brick keystones. 
Over the central pair of front doors is a 
lean-to porch covered in fish scale slates. 
No 12 & 14 are houses, built c.1900, now 
altered into flats. They are built of red brick 
which has been rendered and painted on the 
front elevation. The façade is 2 ½ storeys. 
No 12 has two, 2 storey timber bay 
windows each side of a salvaged C19th 
figure head. No 14 has a 4 window façade 
with 2/2 sashes with wedge lintels. No 12’s 
two dormers have modern 3 light casements 
and No 14 dormers have sash windows with 
2/2 sashes. All the dormers have scroll-
shaped bargeboards with ridge finials. 
 
Salisbury Road, contains housing typical 
for early C20 Southwold, with slate roofs, 
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Fig 112, Gardens of 5 Centre Cliff 

Fig 113, Gardens next to Pinkneys Lane 

Fig 114, Gardens of Southwold House 

Fig 115, Gardens at the rear of 22-26 
Park Lane 

Fig 116, Land at the rear of  
 Buckenham house. 

red brick walls with gault brick dressings, 
canted bay windows with sashes, set back 
behind small front gardens enclosed by low 
brick walls.  The continuity of the  
frontages is unfortunately disrupted by the 
back gardens of houses in adjacent streets 
and access to development in back gardens. 
 
Sea Front Character Area 
The sea front character area stretches from 
the south end of Gun Hill to a point east of 
the junction of Hotson Road and North 
Parade. Its eastern edge coincides with the 
eastern edge of the Promenade, and the 
area’s west boundary coincides with the 
kerb of the eastern footpath of North Parade 
and the cliff top path of Long Island Cliff 
and Gun Hill Cliff.  
The low sandy hill on which Southwold lies 
has been cut by wave action to form low 
cliffs covered in vegetation. 
 
 The current Ordnance Survey map shows  
Gunhill Cliff to the east of Gunhill;  Long 
Island Cliff to the east of St James’ Green 
and Kilcock Cliff to the east of Dunwich 
Road. Historically, Robert Wake’s map of 
1839 shows  ‘North Cliff’ east of St James’ 
Terrace, Long Island Cliff, east of East 
Street, and New York Cliff east of Centre 
Cliff House.  Long island, New York and 
Kilcock were the names of Beach 
Companies and their beach territories from 
which pilotage and life saving services 
were provided.  
 
There were three breaches in the cliffs with 
lateral tracks down to the beach; now 
represented by the steps east of St James’ 
Green, East Street and South Green.  
Timber groynes had been introduced as a 
sea defence in the latter part of the 18th-
century, though they were not enough to 
prevent a major collapse of the Southwold 
cliffs in January and March 1906. Then 
additional protection to the crumbling cliffs 
was provided by additional groynes, and it 
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Cliff are grassed areas, (those to north 
possibly once flower beds). Set into the 
cliff opposite St James’ Green is a red brick 
public WC with a flat asphalt roof. Also 
below North Parade, set into the cliff is a 
substantial open marine gazebo fronted 
covered seat with a hipped slate roof.  The 
beach huts are generally of a plain standard 
single storey type, of a modest scale about 
3m square in plan and with ship lap or 
feather edge softwood boarded walls. Most 
have a veranda under a single shallow 
pitched felt roof with gable bargeboards. 
What makes them special is their 
arrangement in line and en masse; their 
bright and varied colour schemes; and the 
imaginative names given to each hut. 
 
The sea wall is built of sun bleached and 
sea washed concrete, visually in harmony 
with the sand and cobbles of the beach. The 
steel and cast iron tubular railings are 
rusting and ugly, though the replacement 
balustrades in stainless steel are a 
significant improvement. The beach huts 
are stained black or gloss painted. Gloss 
painted joinery enhances the appearance of 
the huts where the walls are stained.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

was not until 1948 that there was a 
comprehensive scheme of renewal and the 
construction of a sea wall. Since then there 
have been a number of schemes of renewal 
and enhancement, the latest closing the 
beach for 2006 while the sea wall was 
repaired and the groins were replaced.  
 
There had been fishermen's huts against the 
cliff and fishing boats drawn up on the 
beach since ancient times, though once sea 
bathing became popular in the 19th-century 
they had to share the beach, which became 
closely packed with both bathers and their 
bathing machines and fishing boats. 
 
The pier was built during the first part of 
1900 by the Coast Development company 
as a landing stage for its steamers. The 
pavilion, the only building then on the pier, 
was timber-boarded and framed with a 
hipped slate roof. It was rebuilt in the 
Modern style in 1936. In 1934 the end of 
the pier was swept away in a storm and 
further sections were also destroyed in 1955 
and 1978. The pier was reconstructed 
between 1998 and 2002 with pavilions that 
reflected the form of the original pavilion of 
1900. 
 
The sea front is on three levels. The first, 
nearest the sea is the wide and level 
promenade with a second higher level 
immediately adjoining. It is on this level 
that the town’s picturesque beach huts sit. 
Above the beach hut ledge is the face of the 
cliff, covered in vegetation, some of special 
east facing coastal flora. Concrete steps 
climb the cliff to the street level. There is 
an intermediate level in Kilcock Cliff in the 
form of a path running parallel with the 
road above.  The steps and paths are 
guarded by tubular steel railings which are 
dominant visual features in the cliff.  There 
is a cliff top path, from Gun Hill to the pier, 
marked by tubular steel railings on the cliff 
top edge. Between Hotson Road and East 
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 Red clay pantiles 

 Natural Welsh slate 

 Beach pebble wall Plain Tile Roof & Red Brick Walls 

Tarred Shiplap & Feather Edge boarding 

 Smut Pantiles 

Artificial slate 

 Flush work 

  Moulded Red & gault brick 

Black glazed Pantiles 

Fish scale slates 

Local red brick laid in rattrap bond              Painted Stucco on Bricks 

Rendered timber-frame 

Corrugated Pantiles 

Local materials 



53 Fig 122, Unique semi-circular C19th 
shop front 

Fig 118, First Floor Bay with 
Sash  

Fig 117, Park Lane; Roof  
-scape with Chimneys 

    Fig 121,  C18th Classicism and Gas Lamp  

  Fig 123, Fine Early C19th Door Case 

Fig 120, Regency Ironwork and 
 ‘bow’ 

 Fig 119,‘Nelson, P H’  Hanging 
Sign  and 1st  Floor Bay Window 

 Local Detail 
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Local Generic Guidance 
Guidance is contained in ‘A guide for 
owners and occupiers of properties in 
conservation areas’, Waveney District 
Council and: A guide for owners and 
occupiers of listed buildings', Waveney 
District Council 
Copies can be obtained from the Design & 
Conservation Team at Waveney District 
Council. Tel: (01502) 523077. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Involvement 
A draft of this document was distributed for 
stakeholder consultation. External 
consultees included the Secretary of State, 
English Heritage, Suffolk County Council, 
Southwold Town Council, Southwold & 
Reydon Society, Walberswick Parish 
Council. 
 
In addition, a public exhibition was held in 
Walberswick Village Hall on the morning 
of Friday 11th January 2008 and in 
Southwold’s St Edmunds Hall on Friday 
afternoon and Saturday 12th January 2008. 
Consultee responses, and feedback forms 
completed by the public, indicated broad 
support for the proposals contained within 
the conservation area draft management 
plan, including the three proposed 
extensions to the conservation area. There 
was a suggestion to extend the conservation 
area to include the whole of Southwold, but 
this was considered and rejected on the 
grounds that the remaining areas outside the 
conservation area were not of sufficient 
architectural or historic interest. There was 
some concern expressed about 
overdevelopment, flood risk and parking 
difficulties. 
 
In response to comments received, 
management proposals were modified. 
These are incorporated into the Southwold 
Conservation Area Management Plan. 
 
Full details of comments received during 
the consultation process, and how these 
were dealt with, are available at the 
Waveney District Council Planning 
Department. 
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Appendix 1  Prevalent & traditional  
building materials 
 
Walls 
Flint & field stone 
The local geology is without building stone except 
for stones from the beach and flints from the 
fields, used whole, or broken open to expose their 
black vitreous interior. Laid random coursed or in 
decorative patterns they were combined with 
imported stone, used to make corners, window 
reveals, window tracery and door openings. Later, 
brick was substituted for stone.  Examples of  
beach cobbles are found in many of the boundary 
walls in the town. An example of flush work is 
found on St Edmund’s  Church. 
 
Timber-frame 
Employed for less prestigious projects, an oak 
framework, infilled with clay daub on timber 
wattles, was used. The frame might be elaborate 
and for display or covered in lime and sand render 
and limewashed. Coloured limewashes were 
derived from earth pigments and could be pink or 
pale ochre. 
Industrial timber buildings were clad in timber 
boards and either tarred or painted. White or red 
lead paint would be used to preserve the boards. 
Most examples in Southwold were lost in the fire 
of 1659. 
 
Brick 
Brick was widely used and laid using several 
jointing patterns depending on age and wall 
thickness.  The colour of the brick varies with the 
iron content in the clay and the temperature of 
firing. Red bricks can vary from pale red to blue. 
Blue bricks were used to make patterns in the brick 
while darker and lighter mixes of brick provided a 
rich variety of colour and tone. 
Bricks were made locally. There was a brickfield 
in the Marlborough Road area and another further 
away in South Cove 
Yellow or white bricks became fashionable in the 
18th-century, resembling stone and being hard and 
durable. They are made from gault clay which is 
without iron. 
 
Roofs 
Clay tiles 
Roofs were originally thatched, a material 
abandoned in towns because of the risk of fire.  
Red clay plain tiles took the place of thatch. They 
are half lapped and hooked on to battens with 
timber pegs.  
Roofs needed a steep pitch to ensure water run off.   

Clay pantiles are found in all shades of red,  in 
grey or smut colour.  In north Suffolk and southern 
Norfolk, shiny black glazed pantiles are common. 
Pantiles are larger than plain tiles and are used 
with about a quarter lap. They are hooked with 
integral clay nibs onto roof battens . Their profiles 
can be corrugated, flat and the more common ‘s’-
shape.  
Roof pitches for pantiles can be significantly less 
than for plain tiles. 
 
Slate 
Slate roofs allowed the use of roof pitches of about 
30 degrees. The slate was nailed with iron nails 
through holes in the head or centre of the slate to 
roof battens. There should be three thicknesses of 
slate at the lap.  A slate roof imposed a lighter load 
on the roof than clay so the structure could be 
lighter and cheaper. 
 
Slate was imported into Suffolk following 
improvements in transporting bulk goods. Welsh 
slate is generally blue grey in colour and was 
widely used and is known to be durable. 
Prestigious buildings often required Westmorland 
slate which is green.  Slates come in a variety of 
sizes, sometimes laid in diminishing courses or 
with the bottom clipped into a curve to look like 
scales. 
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Appendix 3 
Buildings that make a positive 
contribution to the Character of the 
Conservation Area 
 
Note that descriptions of buildings given in this appraisal 
are necessarily limited to architectural character as seen 
from the public domain. 
 
Marine Villas Character Area 
Constitution Hill 
Hillside GII 
Woodside GII 
Cannon lodge GII 
Lydstep House & Coign GII 
5, Tamerisk 
House, early 19th century built of red brick with black 
pantile roof with single dormer window. ‘L’ shaped plan 
on two storeys with 4 windows. 2 storey brick canted bay 
to left with central entrance door with pretty fanlight and 2 
window wing to right. Large pane sashes under skewback 
arches. Set back behind a modern forecourt wall.  
Rowan cottage GII 
 
9, 
Tall Victorian house, built in rendered brick with a black 
glazed pantile roof with end stacks and small dormer 
window. Two storey 2 bay façade with 2 storey canted bay 
to left. Entrance door to right, set back in porch formed 
with a brick basket arch. Windows are large pane sashes 
under skewback arches.  
 
11 & 11A, Iona Cottage GII 
15 & 16 
Staff  Cottages 
Semi-detached houses extended to south.  
Built in a good warm red brick with a red pantile roof with 
end stacks. 
Original house had 4 bays, with 2 storey timber canted 
bays each side of two entrance doors within porches 
formed by semi-circular brick arches.  The left hand door 
filled with a window and a lean-to extension with an 
entrance door under a flat pentice porch. 6/6 sash windows 
with wedge lintels. 
 
Ferry Road 
No 2,  
South wing of The Moorings No 16 Queen’s Road 
19th-century house, built in painted brick with black and 
red pantile roofs. U shaped plan enclosing a small 
courtyard over-looked by 1st floor balcony over a timber 
canted bay window. Windows 6/6 sashes in openings with 
segmental arches. Small front garden enclosed by low 
painted brick wall, 
No 2 
Mainly new though contains fragments of the salt works 
in lean-to section to north built of painted brickwork with 
pantile roof. A belvedere, an attractive piece of seaside 
whimsy, in a form reminiscent of a tower mill cap, forms 
the 2 storey central section of the house and serves as a 
reminder of the salt works wind pump that operated on the 
opposite side of the road .   
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No 4 
18th-century house that formed part of the salt works. ‘L’ 
shaped plan of two storeys with façade of 2 windows. 
Rendered timber frame or brick with exposed timber 
bressumer. Red pantile roof. 1st floor windows are 5 light 
lattice casements and ground floor windows have 4 light 
canted bay lattice casements in canted oriels.     
 
No 6. GII 
 
Gardener Road 
Light sleepers,  
C18th house built of red brick in English bond with a red 
pantile roof. 2 storey façade of 2 1/2 bays. The half bay is 
to right associated with gable chimney stack. 3 light 
windows to right, and 2 light windows to left. Windows in 
openings with segmental arches. Cross casements iwith 
wrought iron lights.6 panel entrance door  with glazed top 
panels.  
 
West View.& Hillcrest 
A pair of C19th-century cottages in painted brick with 
black pantiled roofs.  2 storey façade, 2x2 bays with large 
pane sashes in openings with stone lintels. Entrance doors 
within recessed openings in outer bays. 
 
Gun Hill 
Gun Hill house/ Gun Hill Place GII,   
Sole Bay House/ Southwold House,  GII 
 
Windy Peak  
Not shown on the 1904 O S map. 
The main range is 1 ½ storeys under a red pantile roof 
with end stacks and dormer windows. The walls are 
painted render and white weatherboard.  
The building is visible from South Green behind a low 
flint wall 
 
Stablings 
Converted stable, shown on the 1884 O S Map. Built c. 
1820 in beach pebble and gault brick, an additional storey 
was added in the last ¼ of the C20. The windows in the 
extension reflect the design of the original Diocletian 
stable windows on the ground floor, made into doorways. 
Visible from South Green it is an elegant if not a heavy 
handed conversion. 
 
Stone house GII 
 
Park Lane (South) 
Park Villa, (22, 24 & 26 ) was originally a gault brick 
building now painted.. The airbricks in the parapets 
indicate where the parapets have been raised and the 
original proportions can be seen in the tall fine windows 
with flat arches. The changes have disordered the façade; 
the two storey porch appears to be a Victorian addition 
and the door surround of No 24 looks incomplete for the 
lack of an architrave and frieze under the pediment. No 26 
looks late Victorian in character, with the sidelights to the 
main door and the flat porch canopy carried on console 
brackets. The garden wall of No 22 remains unpainted and 
the entrance door case inside an attractive garden. At the 
back and seen from Skilmans Hill is a 2 storey wrought 

iron balcony, with a key pattern wrought into principal 
members and lead roofs in the shallow double curve 
typical of the early C19th-century.   
 
Pinkneys Lane 
East side: high Georgian boundary wall built in red brick 
in garden wall bond, and with shallow pilasters. Within 
the walls is a garden and orchard with mature trees visible 
from the conservation area. 
 
Primrose Alley 
The elevations seen from within the alley are not of 
special interest. 
 
Public Shelter 
Built in the C20, with a black stained timberframe and 
hipped red pantile roof. Rectangular plan, open to the east. 
Part of a cliff top group in Primrose Alley. 
 
South Cliff Cottage, 
On the site of a terrace of cottages, the cottage appears 
mainly late C20th. It has rendered and painted walls and 
painted joinery. Its significant features are seen from the 
beach, the belvedere and veranda with its decorated timber 
canopy are attractive examples of seaside whimsy. Part of 
the cliff top group 
 
The Nook 
Seen from the coast, the Nook is a timber, & steel box 
with large storey height plate glass windows, taking full 
advantage of its position looking out at sea. Seen from the 
beach it is in marked contrast to its neighbours, clearly a 
product of the architectural style of the mid C20th. Part of 
the clifftop group 
 
York Cliff House 
The most southern of the group and of little special 
architectural interest, though in a significant location, 
visible from the beach. Probably C20th it may incorporate 
part of the terrace of cottages extant in 1884. ‘L shaped 
plan built of rendered and painted brick with an 
asymmetric gable with a 2 storey canted painted timber 
bay facing the sea. Part of the clifftop group 
 
Queens Road 
Wall & Gates, Solebay House, 
C.1820, built of beach cobbles and gault brick. Garden 
wall and back entrance to Solebay house. The gate piers 
are set back with serpentine splays.  The wrought iron 
gates are in situ, with cast iron gate posts. The gate piers 
have pyramidal caps. The wall has a canted brick coping 
and forms the northern garden boundary and contains a 
blocked gateway on the axis of the northwest façade and a 
former north parterre. The wall is subsumed into a range 
of flat roofed garages, the lower storey at least, extant 
before 1884, and of historic interest. Attached to their 
north corner are the main entrance gate piers with 
moulded stone caps. The wall continuous as a low 
boundary wall, stepped on the hill.   
 
2, Coachman’s Cottage GII 
 
4,  



58 

Stable, built in the C19th part timber frame and part brick 
and beach cobbles with a black pantile roof. Forms the 
south range of a stable courtyard with Nos. 2 & 6, both 
listed buildings. 1st floor 3/3 sash window  and on ground 
floor a central stable door flanked by windows with top 
hung casements.  
6, GII 
8, GII 
10 &12, GII 
14 & 16 
House, C19th built of painted brick with black and red 
pantiled roofs. 2 storey, ‘U’ shaped plan enclosing a small 
courtyard overlooked by a balcony over a canted brick bay 
window.  North wing has hipped roof  and north elevation 
has one window, with a bay window at ground floor 
levels. Windows are 6/6 sashes in openings with 
segmental brick arches.  The house is set behind a low 
forecourt wall, 
 
Skilmans Hill 
Jessamy Cotttage, 
C19th Cottage, with a ‘L’ shaped plan, with a 1 ½ storey 
range facing west. Built with a sheet lead and slate 
gambrel roof. Two window façade with central single 
storey brick porch with a battlemented parapet.  Large 
dormer windows with flat lead roofs. 1st and ground floor 
windows are 6/6 sashes. Set back behind a painted timber 
picket fence. 
 
Skilmans Cottage 
C19th house, single pile rectangular plan built in red brick 
with a red pantile roof and axial and end stacks. Two 
windows , comprised of two fine storey height timber 
canted bay windows with 4/4 and 6/6 sash windows. 
 
No 3 
C20th house, built with a gabled slate roof facing the Hill 
with carved bargeboard and gault brick walls. Façade of 2 
½ storeys and 2 windows. 2 storey canted bay window to 
right and 1st floor canted oriel window over gabled timber 
entrance porch. 
 
No 5 Castle Way Cottage 
Attached to No 3, built in the C19th  of gault brick with 
red brick dressings. 
Built gable end onto the Hill with a 3 window 2 ½ storey 
façade.  Central 2 storey canted timber bay window. 1st 
floor sash windows have segmental brick arches. The sash 
window at ground floor left has a basket arch. Sash 
windows have 3/3 large pane sashes. To right is a gabled 
timber entrance porch with a fretwork barge board.  
 
Castle Keep, 
Seen over the fence, much of the building is modern. Built 
with hipped red pantile roofs, black stained weatherboard 
and red brick and painted render on 2 storeys with single 
storey additions. 
 
 Hillside,  
C18 cottage with later additions. Built with a black pantile 
roof with parapet gables and painted brick walls. 2 storey 
3 window façade with central ground floor gabled porch. 
6/6, 1st floor sashes. To right a canted bay window with 

hipped plain tile roof and 4/4 sashes.  Heavy flat-roofed 
extension to left with 4/4 sash windows and 3/3 side 
sashes. Set behind a low brick forecourt wall. 
 
Ferry Cottage 
C19th house, much altered. Built with rendered brick with 
a red and black pantile roof with end stacks. 3 window, 2 
storey façade with central entrance door. Modern 
fenestration.  
 
South Green 
No 1 Greyfriars GII 
No 2 Red Lion GII 
Adnams wine Shop, GII 
No 4 Sole Bay Cottage GII 
 
Homestead Flats 
Built as a shop in the mid 19th-century for H J Debney & 
Sons, in gault brick (now painted). Hipped slate roof.  East 
elevation of 7 windows. The shop window occupied the 
five middle bays of the east elevation. Turning the corner 
the character changes, with an inserted 2nd floor 6 light 
gallery corbelled out from the building face, and roofed 
with plain tiles and two storey canted bay window 
underneath with 6/6 sash windows.  
No 5, Westbury House 
Mid 19th-century house, originally built with elaborate red 
brick and gault brick lintels and string courses. Now, 
painted brick with a hipped slate roof with brick dentil 
eaves. 3 storey, 3 window façade with central 6 panel 
entrance door with lugged architrave and segmental porch 
canopy. 2 storey canted bay to right. Visually unfortunate 
garage doors inserted to left. 
 
No 6 South Green Cottage GII, 
No 7 GII 
No 8 South Green House, GII 
Nos10CA,10B,10C,10D, GII 
No 11, Dartmouth Cottage, GII 
No 12, South House GII 
No 13 Wellesley Cottage GII  
No 14 & 14A, GII 
 
No 15,  Providence Cottage, GII  
Garden Wall and Stable buildings 
Curtilage structures of no 15. Garden wall built of beach 
cobbles and red brick.  
Stable, lean-to red pantile roof. Carriage doors to The 
Green with hayloft door above. Stable doors face the 
garden. 
 
No 17, Fisherman’s cottage, built in the C18th of red brick 
with a red pantile roof and gable end stack. One window, 
2 storey façade. Part glazed entrance door and 8/8 sash 
windows in openings with gauged brick arches. 
 
18 & 18A, Acton Lodge 
Built 1872 as a house for William Hotson in red brick, 
stone dressings and with half hipped, hipped and gabled 
slate roofs. Double pile plan at corner, rising 2 storeys to a 
third storey tower. Additional service wing with hipped 
slate roof to south. The windows are arranged in pairs 
under semicircular stone heads. The windows have sashes 
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with recessed frames without glazing bars. The 4 panel 
entrance door leads into a flat-roofed porch at the north 
end  The door has a fanlight with segmental head.   
 
19,  
House, divided into two, built c. 1820 in red brick with red 
pantile gabled roof. Central axial stack. One windows 2 
storey one window façade. 1st floor window 8/8/ sash 
window. The ground floor window is an 8/8 sash window 
with fixed margin lights. 6 panel entrance door to right 
with architrave, pediment and pulvinated frieze. 
 
21, Bow Cottage 
House, divided into two and subsequently terraced; built c. 
1820 in red brick with red pantile gabled roof and Central 
axial stack. 2 storey, one window façade. Original window 
probably a 2 storey Regency Bow now replaced with 
PVC. 6 panel entrance door to right with architrave, 
pediment and frieze. 
 
20 & 22 The Retreat & Pin Cottage GII 
 
23, Providence Cottage 
Victorian red brick house with a black glazed pantile roof. 
2 storey ‘L’ plan. North elevation has 3 windows 
comprised of large pane sash windows in openings with 
wedge lintels. The gable end of the north wing is 
expressed as a half hipped roof with carved bargeboard. 
The 2 storey east facing façade has a canted oriel window 
at 1st floor with hipped slate roof. Below is a triple sash 
window.  The windows have two pane sashes, The 
elevation of the south wing has a large two storey gabled 
timber bay window with triple lights with in the late 
Victorian manner,  6 lights in the outer sash and 1 in the 
inner sash. Achievement at 1st floor level with the arms of 
Strickland (farmer of salt), Chapman (his agent) and 
Milbourne (salt officer), suggests the building was the 
‘salt office’.   The east elevation to the Green. 
small fixed light window with a 2 centred b 
25 Tudor Cottage GII 
 
No. 26, Marine Cottage 
House, Early C19 with late C20th 2 storey timber bay 
windows to right. Red brick with gault brick front, roof of 
black-glazed pantiles with axial brick stacks. 2 bay 2 story 
front, with windows arranged around rick arch. Windows 
have large pane sash windows. Modern part glazed 
entrance door to left. Garages and deck to the south are not 
of special architectural interest though within a visually 
sensitive location.  
 
27 Cannon Lodge and Woldside, GII 
 
No. 28 
House, late C19th, built with gault brick and west facing 
gable with carved bargeboard and slate roof. Single pile 
plan with façade of 2 windows on 3 storeys. 2 Storey 
canted brick bay window with hipped slate roof to right 
with entrance door to left. Large pane sash windows under 
segmental brick arches with key blocks.    
 
30,White Lodge. 
Formerly Marine Villa and now much altered. 

Built for Edmund Barber c.1820 in rendered brick with 
slate roofs. The south and east ranges, with the eaves 
brackets contain the original building and contribute to the 
special interest of the conservation area. The façade facing 
the beach has the greatest significance. The 2 storey east 
façade has a single storey bow end to south and further 
north a 2 storey bow ended wing with balcony and  
projecting from the east façade towards the southern wing 
and larger projecting bow further to north with triple sash 
windows on ground and 1st floors. 
 
1 & 2 Centre Cliff, GII 
No 3 Centre Cliff, GII  
No 5 Centre Cliff. 
Formerly an hotel with 1-3  Centre Cliff and now flats. 
The wing was built in 1899 in 3 storeys, and reduced to 
two in the C20th. Rectangular plan with return to south to 
attach to No 3.  Built in brick rendered in white painted 
stucco in a French Rocco style and with a flat roof. There 
is a rusticated ground floor storey with architraves around 
windows and doors. At the east end is a single storey bow 
with a flat roof guarded by a lattice balustrade. The bow 
has three full height casement windows in semi-circular 
arched openings articulated with double ionic pilasters. 
There are the bases of corner turrets at the east end at first 
floor level with steel lattice balconies  Windows are 
sashes, paired while to north are bases for the chimney 
shafts. 
 
May Place , GII 
 
Old Town Character Area 
Barnaby Green 
1. 
House & Shop, circa 1880, built in red brick  with single 
gault brick course at ground & 1st floor sill levels. Hipped 
slate roof with rooflight facing east.  ‘L’ shaped plan with 
the house to west.  The shop has a good ‘restored’ corner 
shop front with a corner door. Shop front has stall riser, 
two 15 pane windows and fascia with end consoles. 1st 
floor windows have 8/8 sashes.  The house has a gabled 
roof light and two timber bay windows either side of a 
panelled  entrance door with fanlight and interlacing 
tracery. A balcony shelters the entrance door.  The bay 
windows have 6/6 sashes with 4/4 sashes each side.   
 
13.14. Two terraced houses, built circa 1880  with good 
front gardens enclosed by picket fences and privet hedges. 
Built with red brick and gault brick lozenge pattern and 
dentil eaves course.  Gables slate roof with end stacks2 
storey canted masonry  windows with large pane sashes. 
And a pair of entrance doors with fanlights under flat 
stone lintels. 
15 Gll 
16 Gll 
18 
 
Bartholomews Green 
1-8 Gll 
Church Gates Gll 
Church of St Edmund Gl 
 
11 &12 
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Housing association flats, built circa 1950 ib red brick 
with red clay pantile roofs. Stepped Gable to west. 
Entrances to north ad west, That to west ubder a flat 
canopy supported by console brackets. 3 light steel 
casement windows with glazing bars.    
 
16  
Late 18th-century terraced house, built of red brick with 
gault brick dressings and gables slate rooofs with axial 
stacks. No 16 has a small gabled dormer. Façade of No 16  
of 2 windows with a 2 storey canted brick bay to right and 
entrance door within a semicircular headed recess to left 
and yard access passage opening  (paired together with No 
15), Windows are large pane sashes with flat guaged brick 
arches.  
 
14 & 15 
Two terraced cotages, circa 1900, built of red brick with 
gabled slate roof. Façade of 2 windows with a 2 storey 
canted bays to left and right each side of paired part glazed 
4 panel entrance doors with flat stone or cast lintels.  
Large pane sash windows 
 
17 Gll 
 
Buckenham Court 
Late C20th flats, built with red pantiles in a neo-
vernacular style with rendered blockwork, black 
weatherboard cladding and red brick.  Rectangular plan 
with through carriage arch with a basket arch. Scattered 
fenestration of on, two and three light casment windows.  
 
Cumberland  Close 
15-19  
4 Terraced houses set back behind forecourts enclosed by 
beach pebble and brick boundary walls. Built circa 1900, 
the buildings have three floors and are built with red brick  
and gabled slate roofs with axial stacks.  Façade of 2 
windows, with 2 storey rendered canted brick bays with 
large pane sash windows with wedge lintels.  No 16 
appears to be the least altered. 
 
20-26  No 20 & 21 are much altered but retain their 
original form. The cottages are a mix of painted brick and 
red brick woth gabled pantile roofs. No 22, bears the 
inscription ‘Providence Cottage’, and despite the painted 
brick work, retains much of its Victorian character.  No 23 
has a well proportioned and simple elevation and 24,25 & 
26 are well preserved under the Creeper.  No 26 is best 
preserved externally, with a two storey two bay façade.  
The ist floor right hand window is a dummy, while the 
others have good 6/6 sashes with flat gauged brick arches 
at 1st floor and wedge lintels at ground floor.      
 
Church Street 
1-19 Gll 
2-38  
 
No 2 & 4 is a good looking workshop building built of red 
brick, and with a shop window, now used as offices.  The 
shop front has 9 panes, simple fascia and pilasters. The 
work shop windows are of much interest. The windows 

are made of cast iron in openings with segmental brick 
heads and have 16 panes, with 4 incorporated into a centre 
pivot casement.  
 
The remainder of the row is part of the brewery’s casking 
plant 
 
East Street: Evens 
4,8,10,22,24,26,28,34  
 
East Street: Odds 
5 
7, GII 
9, 11 
 
Gardener Road 
West View Hillcrest 
 
High Street  Evens 
2, 2a, 4-1012-16 GII22 GII, 24a24,26,26a-30,32,34 GII,54 
GII, 56  GII* 58,60-62,64-64a,66 
GII,68,70,72,74,76,78,80-
86GII,88,90GII,94GII,97GII,100GII 
 
High Street  Odds 
1,3-15,17,19,21 not,35a, 33 not,31,37,39-45,49,47-
49,49,51,53, 
55-57,63,63,b,63a GII. 
65 & 67 GII*   GII71, GII73 marginal,79-77, 
81,83 GII* 
 
Lorne Road 
7-9 no 
 
Market Place  
2,1-3 GII5-711, GII,15 GII,17 GII,*19 GII,21-23,25 
GII,31 GII,Swan GII,4-8 GII 
 
Mill Lane 
1a GII, Garage No 7 Queen St, Stable House,  Pinkneys 
Way, Thyme Cottage, Little Elms 
14,(No 2)(No 4) 6, 8, 10,12, Holyhocks Cottage 
 
North Green 
1, 2, 3, 4, Library. 5, 6,. (7,8,9 GIIs)  
 
Park Lane (North Side) 
1b,1 ,GII3,7,9 GII,(13,15,17,19,21,23) GII 
(25,27) GII 
 
Queen’s Road 
4-18 GIIs 1,3,57a 
 
 
St James’s Green Evens 
22,4,6,8,20,22 24 26 GII 
 
St James’s Green Odds 
1,3,5,7,9,11,15,17,19,21,23 
 
Spinners Lane 
 
Trinity Street Evens 
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2b,(8,10,12 GIIs) 
 
Trinity Street Odds 
1,5,7,11,13,15,(17 GII) 
 
Victoria Street Evens 
4,8,10,16-18,20,26-32,34-34b,36.40.(42-58 GIIs) 
60-66,68-70,72-74 
 
Victoria Street Odds 
Wall of 1-3, 7-5,11, GII,13-29 Victoria buildings 
31-37 St Eds Terrace Wall around sub station 
39-39a -41 Yard Wall to Adnams works, 58 
71-73,( 75-77GII),79, 83, 81, 87, 89, 91 
 
Woodley’s Yard 
Conservative Club 
Manor Garden Cottage 
 
Young’s Yard 
Child’s Yard, Rear of 1 Market Place 
 
Seaside Suburban Character Area 
Black Mill Road Odds 
1-3, Adnams Stables 
 
Black Mill Road Evens 
2-24 
 
Black Mill Road 
Picture Palace, Mill Cottage, No 1, former Eversley 
School Gymnasium. 
 
Gardener Road 
West view, Hill Crest 
 
Godyll Road 
Eversley Court, Eversley Cottage, Wantage House, Sunset 
House, St Barnabas, Mill House, Mariners, Old Mill, 
Links Cottage, 1-2-3 
 
Manor Park 
 
North Green 
1, 3 ,4 ,5 ,6, 7,GII, 8 GII & 9 GII, 
 
Spinner’s Lane 
5,7,9. Turnstile Cottage 
 
Station Road Odds 
21-27,  a terrace of  4, late C19th houses built of red brick 
with gault brick dressings , slate roofs with ridge stacks.  
Each 2 storey façade has a 2 storey canted brick bay with 
large pane sashes. To the side of the bay is a 1st floor large 
pane sash window and at ground floor a recessed  porch 
with a semi-circular arched head. Original doors have four 
panels, part glazed with fanlights. Small front gardens 
enclosed by low brick wall. 
 
19, 29, 33 
 
Station Road Evens 
2, 1-8, 22-28, 28.  

 
Strickland Place 
1-6 
 
Wymering Road 
Eversley Cottage, Church of the Sacred Heart GII 
and ,Church Hall 
 
York Road 
1-19, Commoners, Spinners Cottage, Rope Walk cottage, 
Fairway Cottage, Crombie House 
 
Seaside Corporation Character Area 
St Edmund’s Road 
1-31 
 
Chester Road Odds 
1,1a,3,5,7,9,11, 13,15,17,19,21 
 
Chester Road Evens 
2,4,6,8,0,,12,14,18,20 22 
 
Cautley Road 
1-11 
 
Dunwich Road 
1,3,5,7,9 4,6,8,10-1214,16,1 8  
 
Field Stile Road 
1-9,10,10a, Hospital, 11-12,14-15, 17-23 24-25, 26 27-31 
 
Foster Close 
 
Marlborough Road 
9,9a,11,15,17,19,21,23 
 
North Parade 
1,2,3.4.5.6.7.8 
9.10.11.12.13.15.16.117.18.19..20.21.22.23.24.25.26.27.2
7a .28 26 
27,27a 28 
 
Salisbury Road 
1,3,5,7,9, 2-4 
 
Stradbroke Road Evens 
6.8.10.12&14.20&22, Not 28,Not 30, 32-3440,42.44, 
46, 48,50,52-56, 58-80, 
 
Stradbroke Road Odds 
Not 5 & 5a7-911,13,15,Not 17, 21.23.25.27.29.31-33 
35-37.39.41-43 
 
Sea Front Character Area 
Promenade 
Beach huts, numerous and various 
 
Gunhill Cliff 
 
Long Island Cliff 
 
Kilcock Cliff 
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Appendix 4 
Some of the many walls that make a 
positive contribution to the conservation 
area 
 
Georgian red brick wall, Pinkneys Lane, 
South-East Side 
 
Early C19th-century cobble wall with gault brick 
dressings, Queens Road east side 
 
C19th garden walls, Skillman’s Hill, north side  
 
C19th red brick boundary walls, Bank Alley, High Street 
North side. 
 
C18th red brick boundary wall, The Manor House, High 
Street 
 
Boundary wall, No 22 Park Lane   
 
Boundary wall, Greyfriars South, Park Lane, built with 
flint cobbles 
 
St Edmund’s Churchyard.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 5:  
Useful information 
 
Useful Web addresses 
 
Department of Culture Media & Sport (DCMS) 
www.culture.gov.uk 
 
English Heritage:  
www.english-heritage.org.uk 
 
Institute of Historic Building Conservation  
www.ihbc.org.uk 
 
The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings  
www.spab.org.uk 
 
Ancient Monuments Society  
www.ancientmonumentssociety.org.uk 
  
Council for British Archaeology  www.britarch.ac.uk 
 
The Twentieth Century Society  www.c20society.org.uk 
  
The Victorian Society  www.victorian-society.org.uk 
 
The Georgian Group  www.georgiangroup.org.uk 
 
The Garden History Society  
www.gardenhistorysociety.org.uk 
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If  you would like this 
document in a large print; in 
other formats or in a 
language other than in 
English, we will do our best 
to help.  Please call the 
Design & Conservation Team 
on 01502 523077 or e-mail 
pbc@waveney.gov.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.waveney.gov.uk 
 
Design & Conservation 
Telephone (01502) 523077 
Fax: (01502) 523047 
Email pbc @ Waveney.gov.uk 
 
Planning  
Telephone (01502) 514617 
Fax: (01502) 514617 
Email pbc@waveney.gov.uk 
 
Building Control 
Telephone (01502) 523044 
Inspection answer-phone (01502) 500040 
Fax: (01502) 514617 
Email buildingcontrol@waveney.gov.uk 
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Southwold Conservation Area  
Management Plan 
This plan addresses the issues arising from 
the conservation  area appraisal undertaken 
in the autumn of 2007 and the winter of 
2008. It aims to address the issues and 
recommendations for action that have 
arisen.  Change will be regularly monitored 
and a photographic survey, dated 30th 
November 2007 has been completed. 

 
Local Detail 
Doors & Windows 
Georgian & Victorian windows, doors and 
door cases, with their upright proportion 
and classical detail, have a major impact on 
the architectural character of the town, 
which should be reinforced in new 
development.   
 
1st floor canted bay windows overlooking 
the streets are a special feature and, while 
hanging pub signs are not unusual, 
Southwold has a good collection of them. 
 
There is a gas lamp attached to the porch of 
the Crown which is an interesting relic of 
past technologies. 
 
The stepped brick gable on No 49 High 
Street is in the East Anglian vernacular 
tradition.  
 
Two good examples of glazed tile or 
faience shop fronts are No 64 High Street 
and No 30 Queen Street. 
 
Old fire insurance markers are rare.  There 
is a good example in the London & 
Lancashire’s mark on No 8 Victoria Street . 
 
A feature of the Regency buildings is their 
ironwork, often in the form of delicate 
wrought iron balustrades on 1st floor 
balconies.  Examples can be seen on the 
rear of 26 Park Lane, and Regency House 
and 10 & 10A, South Green.  

No 4 Park Lane is decorated with a fish 
made from pebbles and shells. 
 
Walls 
Boundary walls, built of beach cobbles with 
brick quoins, or with yellow or red brick 
pointed in white lime mortar, contribute to 
the special character of the conservation 
area. The contribution they make is often 
due to their appearance alone, and by the 
continuation of a building frontage and its 
visual enclosure forming a dynamic linear 
space.  All historic walls make a positive 
contribution to the conservation area. 
 
Shopfronts 
The commercial centre of the conservation 
area can be enhanced by the provision of 
guidance on shopfronts. The Council will, 
during the lifetime of this appraisal, prepare 
design guidance on the conservation and 
repair of traditional shopfronts and the 
installation of new shopfronts in existing 
buildings. 
 
The Public Realm 
During the lifetime of this appraisal the 
Council will prepare management proposals 
with the aim of improving the appearance 
of the streets. The underlying principle is to 
reduce clutter, co-ordinate design and 
reinforce local character. Enhancement 
proposals for paving should retain historic 
surfaces, and contractors who disturb these 
surfaces will be required to reinstate them. 
 
New signs or street furniture should be 
integrated into the design of the street and 
historic features such as red telephone 
boxes will remain  in their original 
locations.  
 
A proliferation of signs and posts will be 
avoided.  
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Green Spaces 
It is desirable to preserve these important 
spaces in an undeveloped form. They are 
identified below and also shown coloured 
green on the character area maps in the 
Southwold Conservation Area Appraisal. 
 
Marine Villas 
Gardens of Centre Cliff 
To preserve the setting of the buildings 
 
Skilman’s Hill 
Public open space 
 
Stone House Garden 
To preserve the setting of the buildings 
 
Gardens behind red brick wall Pinkneys 
Lane  
To preserve trees and open space in the 
centre of the town 
 
Gardens North of Skilman’s Hill 
To preserve the setting of the buildings and 
view of Regency balcony 
 
Gun Hill Bight Garden 
To preserve the setting of the buildings 
 
Gun Hill House/Gun Hill Place Gardens 
To preserve the setting of the buildings 
 
South End Green 
Public open space 
 
South Green 
Public open space 
 
Southwold House/Solebay House Garden 
To preserve the setting of the buildings 
 
Old Town 
Bartholomew’s Green 
Barnaby Green 
Church Green 
East Cliff Green 
East Green 

St James’ Green 
All are public open space 
 
St Edmunds Churchyard 
Public open space 
 
Garden, 24 High Street 
To preserve an attractive small garden 
space 
 
Gardens at the rear of 22-26 Park Lane 
To preserve the view of the balcony and the 
landscape setting of the garden walls 
 
Seaside Suburban 
Buckenham Place 
 
Land Rear of Buckenham House 
 
North Green 
 
Strickland Place Green 
The garden land west of small green areas 
To preserve the setting of the buildings 
 
Seaside Corporation 
St Edmund’s Green 
Marlborough Green 
Tibbys Green 
 
Sea Front 
Clifftop landscaping and cliff faces 
The location of steps and walkways can be 
seen in C19th photographs and originated 
before the construction of the concrete sea 
wall in the C20th. Works to the cliffs 
should  in the future seek to establish the 
detailed history of the cliffs and seek to 
preserve views along the beach. 
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Intrusion or Damage 
Lockup garage courts 
The appearance of the lockup garages in 
Stradbroke Road and York Road is 
incompatible with the character of the 
conservation area. 
 
St Edmund’s Churchyard 
St Edmund’s Churchyard is overgrown at 
times when the monuments are obscured 
and at risk from vegetation. The trees may 
also obscure important views of the church. 
It is recommended that funds be obtained 
for the preparation of a management plan to 
reconcile the ecclesiastical, built 
environment and natural environment 
interests.  
 
Roof lights & Dormer Windows in 
Victorian Terraced Houses 
The appropriateness or otherwise of adding 
such features to existing buildings will 
differ from one property to another, and 
will be considered as part of planning 
applications as they occur. However, as a 
general rule, roof lights will be supported 
only on rear roof slopes, and dormers only 
where they are contextually appropriate. 
The Regency houses of the Marine Villas 
Character Areas and the Victorian terraces 
of  the Seaside Suburban and Seaside 
Corporation Character Areas are notably 
lacking rooms in the roof and original 
dormer windows. Any proposals to include 
them will need to be fully justified.  
 

UPVC replacement windows 
There has been much replacement in UPVC 
  of windows and doors. These are not 
considered to be visually appropriate in the 
conservation area and, where subject to 
control, will normally be resisted. This is 
because it is currently very difficult to 
reproduce the appearance of a traditional 
window with glazing bars in plastic.  
 
Overhead telephone and power cables 
Opportunities for undergrounding cables 

should be taken as and when they occur. 
 
Neutral Areas 
Black Mill Road serves the rear of 
properties in York Road and Godyll Road, 
and is lined with architecturally 
undistinguished garages on one side, and 
the British Legion building on the other. 
The area up to the back of the houses in 
York Road and Godyll Road on the one 
side and the backs of houses in Wymering 
Road on the other is considered to make a 
neutral contribution to the character of the 
conservation area.  
 
Condition & Buildings at Risk 
A buoyant property market in recent years 
has provided the means for owners to keep 
their properties in good repair.  
 
There is, however, some concern about No 
1 Church Street, a grade II listed building 
which is vacant and in need of repair. 
 
Problems, Pressures & Capacity for 
Change 
Sea Level Rise 
Recent forecasts by The Environment 
Agency suggest that sea defences in the 
Blyth Estuary are reaching the end of their 
useful life, and that maintaining them will 
become increasingly difficult.  The problem 
is made worse by global warming and sea 
level rise which is predicted to be 
approaching 80 cm during the next century.  
The Agency predicts that over the next five 
to twenty years there will be more frequent 
flooding events where the defences are 
failing. The failing areas include land 
upstream of the A12; and the Reydon & 
Tinkers Marshes which, when they become 
flooded, will mean that the farmland will 
become tidal.   
 
Also when the marshes are flooded, more 
water is likely to be drawn into the estuary 
so that the flows through the harbour will 
increase which, as in the past, has affected 
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business and leisure interests. In addition, 
properties in Walberswick and those along 
the Denes are also at risk from more 
frequent flooding. In the short term the 
remedy lies with Government agencies and 
short term measures rebuilding coastal 
defences, and in the long term, in the 
significant reduction of CO2 emissions.  
 
Congestion 
The town becomes congested with cars at 
the height of the holiday season so that 
residents are unable to park.  Additional car 
parks or residents parking schemes are both 
options for consideration. 
 
Road safety measures may also be 
considered, and special attention will be 
given to the visual impact of road markings 
and signage, road humps, road islands and 
safety rails, which can be alien to the 
historic environment and produce visual 
clutter. Their impact should be lessened by 
relating their design and materials to their 
immediate context. 
 
Advertisements 
During the lifetime of this appraisal the 
Council will draw up brief guidance on 
advertisements in the conservation area. 
The Council will consider applying to the 
Government Regional Office for a 
regulation 7 Direction removing ’deemed 
consent’ for certain classes of advertising in 
the conservation area.  
 
Overdevelopment 
Southwold’s popularity has generated a 
strong demand for property in the town. 
There is pressure for the development of 
gardens and back land. Also, there is a 
tendency to add additional storeys or 
convert lofts, with the consequent demand 
for roof lights or dormer windows. This 
will often be visually inappropriate.  
 
Recent housing schemes in development 
may suggest a precedent for higher density 

developments, including four storey 
buildings. This is generally considered to 
be excessive in Southwold where three 
storeys is usually a maximum.  
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Suggested Boundary Changes 
The Pier 
The boundary of the conservation area will 
be altered to include the carriageway, 
footways, and promenade of North Parade, 
including the landscaped areas to the 
junction with Pier Avenue. Then to include 
the pier and pier buildings. This is in order 
to safeguard the setting and the character 
and appearance of the pier. The pier is 
situated on the edge of, and is prominent in 
views from, the existing conservation area. 
The pier is to  be included in the ‘Sea 
Front’ Character Area . 
 
The Station Road Extension 
The conservation area is to be extended 
west of Station Road to its junction with 
Blyth Road, to include the newly 
refurbished shops at Nos 1-7 Station Road, 
and east of Station Road to include the 
Blyth Hotel. 
 
This is in order to preserve the character of 
the Blyth Hotel and Nos 1-7 and their 
settings and reinforce the conservation area 
edge at an entrance or ‘gateway’ into the 
conservation area. The area is to be 
included in the ‘Seaside Suburban’ 
Character Area. 
 
The Ferry Road Extension 
The conservation area is to be extended 
along Ferry Road from Stone House, 
including the carriageway and garden land 
of the dwellings there, up to and including 
No 53 Ferry Road. Few of the buildings 
could be said to be of a high standard of 
architectural design nor have great 
significance in the Clough Williams-Ellis 
Portmeirion style. Nevertheless, they are a 
‘character-full’ group of seaside vernacular 
buildings which should be preserved.  The 
extension will be included in the ‘Marine 
Villas’ character area . 
 
 

Article 4(2) Directions for Extensions 
An article 4(2) direction is already in place 
in the Southwold Conservation Area. The 
directions will continue to be needed in the 
conservation area and will be served on 
properties within extensions to the 
conservation area. 
 
Policy for Locally Listed Properties 
As part of its ongoing programme of 
conservation area appraisal work, Waveney 
District Council has identified buildings 
which  make a positive contribution to its 
conservation areas, either for their 
architectural or historic interest, and 
sometimes both. These buildings are 
referred to as ‘locally listed’, and work is 
underway to develop appropriate policies 
for their protection. 
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Appendices to the Southwold  
Conservation Area Management 
Plan 
 
Appendix 1 
Southwold Conservation Area Extension 
Addresses 
 
Station Road Extension 
1, 2 & 3 Stanley Cottages, Blyth Road 
Blyth Service Station, Blyth Road 
D A Tyrrell (The Lockshop), 2 Blyth Road 
1, 3, 7, 7a, 9, 9a, 11, 13 Station Road 
Rear of 7-9, Station Road 
Rope House, Station Road 
Southwold Angling, Station Road 
1-27 (consecutively) Crick Court, Station 
Road 
22, 24, 26, 28 Station Road 
Fernlea, Station Road 
Kintyre, Station Road 
Mount View, Station Road 
High Bank, Station Road 
Pier Avenue Hotel, Station Road 
 
Ferry Road Extension 
21-39 (odds) Ferry Road 
43-53 (odds) Ferry Road 
 
Pier Extension 
Pier Pavilion, North Parade 
Southwold Pier, North Parade 
Southwold Pier Toilets, North Parade 
 
Appendix 2 
Locally listed buildings within the  
Southwold Conservation Area extensions 
 
Station Road Extension 
 
Station Road Odds 
3A—9A Hurren Terrace 
5 shops, recently refurbished and built of 
brick, painted with black pantile roof. 4 2 
storey and attics. Except  No 5 shops have 4 
light bay windows, above a large 3 light 

sash window under a segmental brick arch. 
Above a brick gabled dormer with sash 
window and carved barge board. Entrance 
doors paired and elevations mirror 
arrangements.  No 5 has visually 
unconvincing modern shop front.  Carriage 
arch between No 5 & No 7. Makes an 
architectural contribution to the 
conservation area. 
 
11 & 13 
 A pair of 19th-century terraced houses. 
built of red brick with gault brick lacings. 
Black glazed pantile roof with gable 
chimney stacks. Large pane sash windows 
with glazing bars and wedge lintels. 
Entrance doors in frames with fanlights set 
together in the centre. A low garden wall 
encloses small front gardens. 
 
Rope House 
Former rope works now  architect’s offices, 
built of red brick with gault brick quoins. 
East wall is a 20th-century classical façade 
with parapet gables and brick kneelers. 
Façade three bays delineated by brick 
pilasters. The central bay contains a two 
lead glazed door under a semicircular 
fanlight with radial glazing bars. The outer 
bays contain  12 light windows in openings 
with semicircular arches.  Makes a positive 
architectural contribution and is of historic 
interest in the conservation area.  
 
No 21-27 
Former Police Station, now houses built of 
brown brick with concrete tile roof, 
Symmetrical façade of five bays with a 
central door at ground floor level with a 
stone surround, .crudely detailed with an 
open pediment. The pediment bears the 
date of 1898 
 
Blyth Hotel formerly the Station Hotel and 
situated opposite the site of the former 
station.  The hotel was designed in the 
English Country house Style of Norman 



75 

Shaw . Red brick with a plain tile roof with 
gable stacks and containing a 4 light timber 
dormer with flat roof and a segmental 
pediment,  It has a ‘T’ shaped plan. The 
façade has 2 storeys and attics with two 2 
storey  timber bay widows with mullion & 
transom windows with 6 lights, the upper 
lights only containing glazing bars. .The 
bays flank a 1st floor balcony and ground 
floor loggias. Contributes history and 
architecture to the conservation area  
 
Ferry Road Extension 
 
Ferry Road 
No 23, Morningside 
The 1st floor sits inside the ground floor 
like a Russian doll.  The whole recently 
renewed; the walls black stained shiplap 
boarding and the roofs are hipped, covered 
with felt slates and with a small axial 
chimney stack. The windows are plastic 
and there is a ground floor level verandah.  
The house is set in asmall garden to the 
frony behind a timber fence. 
.  
No 29, Weathervane 
A pretty house made by three parallel 
ranges each with a gable and decorated 
bargeboard. The roofs have red pantiles and 
the walls are painted black or white. There 
are two 1st floor oriel windows , and a 
ground floor bay windows with lean-to tiled 
roof.  The entrance is to right with as timber 
gabled porch.  
 
No 31, Beach House 
The house has a long black stained ship lap 
clad 1st floor with diamond asbestos slates.  
Supported on brackets, its gable end hangs 
over the ground floor end with its canted 
bay window.  The front door, circa 1950 
becoming scarce as a type. Small front 
garden behind a picket fence. 
 
The Inch 
Single storey, double pile ranges, with 

gabled pantile roofs, black boarded walls 
and timber sash windows 
 
No 45 The Shed 
The attractive range of materials employed 
in its construction, black featheredge 
boards, white ship lap, plain tiles and 
mineral felt set against bright green and 
deep blue joinery  
 
No 51 
Tucked behind a gnarled tree, and recently 
refurbished, the house has a double pile 
plan, mainly single storey except for the 
belvedere on the south side approached by 
ladder from the veranda . The walls are 
grey painted ship lap, the roof slate and the 
windows attractive traditional timber 
windows with leaded lights in the upper 
lights. 
 
Pier Extension 
 
Southwold Pier Pavilion 
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If  you would like this 
document in a large print, 
other formats or in a language 
other than in  English, we will 
do our best to help.  Please 
call the Design & 
Conservation Team on 01502 
523077 or e-mail 
pbc@waveney.gov.uk  
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