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Introduction  
The historic environment is all around us in 
the form of buildings, landscapes, 
archaeology and historic areas; it is a 
precious and irreplaceable asset. Once gone 
it is gone forever. 
 
Caring for the historic environment is a 
dynamic process which involves managing 
change.  This does not mean keeping 
everything from the past but it does mean 
making careful judgements about the value 
and significance of the buildings and 
landscapes. Critical to these decisions is an 
appreciation and understanding of an area’s 
character including its social and economic 
background and the way such factors have 
shaped its urban fabric. This should be the 
starting point for making decisions about 
both its management and future. 
 
This conservation area appraisal:  
•Describes the character of the area 
•Provides a sound basis for development 
control 
•Identifies proposals for improving the area 
 
 
Planning policy framework 
Conservation areas were introduced 
through the Civic Amenities Act in 1967 
and there are now sixteen in Waveney 
District.  Conservation areas are ‘areas of 
special architectural or historic interest, the 
character or appearance of which it is 
desirable to preserve or enhance’. The 
Southwold Harbour Conservation Area was 
designated in 1996, Walberswick Quay in 
1991 and article 4(2) protection imposed on 
both in 1997.  
 
Designation as a conservation area is not 
intended to prevent new development or 
stifle the area’s economic life or potential, 
though the Council will expect a high 
degree of attention to be paid to design, 
repair and maintenance of such areas and, 

when exercising planning powers, will pay 
special attention to the preservation and 
enhancement of the conservation area 
according to the policies for the built 
environment set out in the Adopted 
Waveney District Local Plan of November 
1996 and Interim Local Plan of May 2004.   
 
Additional guidance is contained in 
Historic Environment Supplementary 
Planning Document No 4, S5 New 
moorings and S6 Replacement moorings. 
 
In recognition of these policies and in line 
with the requirements of the 1990 Planning 
(Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas) 
Act, Waveney District Council will 
continue to formulate and publish proposals 
for the preservation and enhancement of the 
conservation area and consult the public on 
these proposals. 
 
 
Assessing Special Interest 
Location and Context  
Southwold Harbour is situated on the 
Suffolk coast, 1 mile south of Southwold, 
14 miles south of Lowestoft and 34 miles 
north of Ipswich. (See fig 1, location map)  
The harbour is located on the north bank of 
the River Blyth between ‘The Studio’, 
north of No 5, Blackshore Cottages to Salt 
Creek, on the north-west boundary of the 
caravan park. Walberswick Quay is the 
small area of Waveney District on the south 
bank of the river, from north-east of Old 
Vicarage Cottage, Walberswick to the north 
bank of the Dunwich River. 
(See plan of conservation area overleaf)  
 
The harbour is used for landing, processing 
and retailing fish, for boat building, sales 
and repairs, for sailing, canoeing, walking, 
and crabbing and as a tourist destination; 
served by restaurants and a public house. 
There are also five dwellings on Blackshore 
Quay and four on Walberswick Quay. 

Introduction: Location & context 
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General Character & Plan Form 
The Harbour is situated next to the sea, on a 
remote channel in a marshland landscape. 
The harbour mouth is comparatively long 
and wide and is enclosed by long, heavily 
engineered reinforced concrete piers and 
concrete walls up to the Walberswick Quay 
and the conservation area.  
 
The harbour buildings are informal and 
functional and follow a narrow strip on the 
north side of the river, with timber landing 
stages at the water’s edge, an unmade 
access road, informal parking widest 
adjacent to the Harbour Inn. Then there are 
many small plain black tarred huts and 
sheds and some larger industrial structures 
ranged along the north east side according 
to the available space. 
 
Landscape Setting 
Surrounded by marshland, its wider 
environment is watery and remote, with 
long views across reed beds and water 
meadows. The landscape is made up of 
grazing marsh, fields of deep lush grass, 
enclosed by deep ditches, some filled with 
flag iris sedge or bushes of elder. Here are 
raised levees; earth ridges devoid of trees, 
marking the course of the slow meandering 
rivers. Between the marsh and the sea is a 
strip of sand dunes and a wide beach 
through which the harbour channel passes. 
Close by to south on a low hill and among 
trees lies Walberswick, with a car park; 
busy in the summer months. On the 
Southwold side close to the harbour mouth 
is a summer caravan park.  
 
From most locations on the footpath on the 
north side of the harbour, there are fine 
views of Southwold, with two church 
towers, a lighthouse and two water towers 
spread across a low hill to north. From the 
footpath north of the Harbour Inn, are fine 
views of the Reydon Marshes and of 
Tinker’s Marshes. There are also views up 

and down the coast from the harbour 
mouth, where in the winter months the 
observer can experience isolation and 
solitude. There are footpaths along both 
banks of the harbour which continue along 
the river beyond Blackshore and there are 
branches to north across the common to 
Nursemaids Green and two more along 
both banks of Buss Creek. 
 
The conservation area is within the Suffolk 
Coast & Heaths Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty and Suffolk Heritage Coast 
designations and the beach is a County 
Wildlife Site.  The Town Marshes 
immediately to the north are a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest. 
 
Historic Development & Archaeology: 
Blackshore   
There are harbours on each side of the 
River Blyth where it runs into the sea. On 
the south side is Walberswick Harbour, 
once a thriving port trading in butter, 
cheese, bacon, corn, timber and fish. The 
name Walberswick is believed to derive 
from the Saxon Waldbert or Walhbert - and 
“wyc”, meaning shelter or harbour 
suggesting that there was a harbour when 
Saxon held sway. The quay has been in 
continuous use since then. The fishermen’s 
huts and goods stores are evidence of this 
19th-century activity. 
 
Southwold’s quay was at Blackshore, one 
mile upstream from Walberswick Quay, at 
the time when the River Blyth meandered 
in a long loop around the north, west and 
south of Southwold, reaching the sea at 
Dunwich.  Southwold’s haven was within a 
branch of the river to the north of the town 
known as Woodsend and latterly known as 
Buss Creek. The herring fishing boats or 
‘Herring Buss’, when not moored in the 
creek, were pulled up on the beach under 
the sand and shingle cliffs on which the 
town was built. The mouth of the old river 

Character, Landscape setting, Early history 
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                 Fig 8, Historic Ordnance Survey Map of Walberswick Quay In 1904  

                  Fig 7, Extract of James Walker’s Map drawn in 1840 
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was constantly moving and silting up with 
disastrous consequences for Dunwich, 
whose harbour was silted up and quays 
flooded by a storm in 1328 and, as a 
consequence of other storms, had by 1540 
lost hundreds of houses and its marketplace 
to the sea.  
 
In or about 1489, Dunwich Harbour, which 
was the Haven Port and formed the only 
access out of the sea for Southwold and 
Walberswick, became unusable to the 
King’s ships. The King granted a Royal 
Charter to Southwold and transferred the 
Haven Port status to Southwold Harbour. 
William Gödel, one of the first two Bailiffs 
of the town, left in his will of 1509, the 
commons, town marshes and the harbour to 
the Town of Southwold.  
 
One hundred years later the way out to the 
sea from the River Blyth was shortened by 
the excavation of an artificial cut to the sea 
between Walberswick and Southwold. The 
mouth of this cut was frequently obstructed 
by sand deposited by a southerly sea drift, 
making the harbour difficult to enter and 
frequently impassable. Silting was blamed 
on the reduction in tidal flows caused by 
the enclosure of the coastal marshes which 
held the necessary volume of tidal water to 
scour the channel and the harbour mouth. 
 
Southwold went through anxious times in 
the 17th-century and the harbour declined 
during the Dutch wars, with loss of trade 
and the interruption of the fisheries. For 
Southwold the wars culminated in the 
Battle of Sole Bay in 1672, fought between 
the English & French fleets on one side and 
the Dutch on the other. Arguably there were 
no victors though the English suffered the 
greatest losses. The wounded came ashore 
at Southwold in the days after the conflict.  
The Corporation would also have been 
concerned about the pirates operating out of 
Dunkirk and other channel ports, and it may 

have been for defensive reasons against 
these pirates that Royal Ordnance, in 1745 
provided the Southwold Corporation with 
the six, 18 pound cannons now on Gun Hill.  
In 1736 local land owners and merchants 
built a new quay on the north bank of the 
river at Reydon with warehouses, granaries 
and a timber yard.  The quay was 4 miles 
closer to Reydon and Wangford than the 
Blackshore Quay and attracted much of 
Southwold’s commerce. However a new 
lease of life came to Southwold’s fishery 
and to the port in 1750 with the 
Government’s decision to make the town 
the centre for the Free British Fishery; an 
initiative set up to reduce Dutch dominance 
of the herring fisheries. Also local 
merchants and landowners recognised the 
importance of a viable harbour for the 
exploitation of the opportunities for trade in 
coal and corn. In 1741 The Corporation 
agreed to procure and get a new haven and 
stop up the old one and to build piers to 
stabilize the harbour permanently. The 
control of the harbour was passed to 22 
commissioners under the 1746 Southwold 
Harbour Act with the powers to claim dues 
on cargoes and to raise money for repairs.  
They built timber piers, or breakwaters, at 
the harbour mouth to deflect the sand 
carrying waves and concentrate the internal 
scour in a narrow channel.  The old existing 
pier to the north was strengthened and 
extended and a new south pier was erected. 
The piers were soon in trouble, weakened 
by winds and sea worms and requiring 
further heavy expenditure for repair. To 
raise funds a second Harbour Act of 1757 
was passed which increased the harbour 
dues and laid down stringent financial 
controls on the commissioners.   
 
In 1757 the River Blyth Navigation Act 
(the first of several Harbour Acts 
consolidated in 1933) was granted Royal 
Assent to make the River navigable from 
Halesworth Bridge into the Haven of 

History, medieval to 1757. 
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Southwold. The navigation was completed in 
1761, allowing barges and wherries to carry 
grain, malt and cheese from Halesworth for 
transhipment at Southwold (and the other 
coastal ports) and in return to bring back 
cheap coal now increasingly needed for the 
furnaces of developing rural industries. 
 
In 1805 Blackshore Quay was lengthened and 
repaired at the entrance to Buss Creek, and in 
1820 there were about 20 ship owners and 
merchant skippers at the port. By 1829 the 
harbour had again deteriorated, the mouth 
frequently blocked and with the shoaling in 
the main channel so severe that ships could 
only unload at a jetty close to the harbour 
mouth. By using a steam dredger, almost a 
mile of the river was cleared up to 
Blackshore Quay and the bar at the harbour 
mouth washed away by the force of water 
now able to come down.  The dredged 
channel enabled sea going ships to proceed to 
Blackshore and Reydon Quay.  
 
Keeping the harbour clear was a constant 
battle; for example the sand bar twice 
blocked the harbour in 1839 despite the 
efforts of the steam dredger. Trading out of 
Halesworth was again adversely affected by 
the sand bar and eventually came to an end 
with the opening of the East Suffolk Railway 
between London, Halesworth & Lowestoft in 
1859 and the light gauge Southwold Railway 
to Halesworth in 1879. (The Navigation was 
wound up in the 1880s.)  
 
Between 1820 and 1870 a class of twenty to 
twenty five ton fishing boats with a crew of 
eight were operating out of Lowestoft. They 
caught North Sea and ‘home’ herring and 
summer mackerel.  Many of the boats were 
built and owned at Southwold and 
Walberswick. Those built in Southwold were 
built north of Might’s Bridge on the shore of 
Buss Creek, or on the beach near California 
Cottage and at Blackshore.   
 

              Fig 12, South  Pier 

               Fig 9, Black Huts 

Fig 10, Harbour Inn 

Fig 11, Fishing Boats 
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By the end of the 19th-century herring 
fishing had become very productive with 
upwards of 1,000 Scottish drifters coming 
south to Lowestoft, which became very 
congested. Southwold, which had once 
again fallen into dereliction, was proposed 
as a port for the overflow traffic. For the 
implementation of the scheme the port 
commissioners vested the harbour in the 
Corporation who in 1906 sold it to Anthony 
Fasey & Sons, a public works contractor 
who built a new harbour with longer 
timber-piled pier heads, concrete harbour 
walls and, on the Southwold side of the 
river, gutting stations, pickling plots and 
market offices. The river was dredged to a 
depth of 3 ½ M to Saltworks Creek. In 
1908 fishing and curing began with some 
300 boats visiting the harbour. Much of the 
catch was exported to Germany, the fish 
arriving by drifter and leaving by sea for 
Germany in barrels of cured herrings. The 
herring trade with Germany was ended by 
the outbreak of the 1st world war. 
 
The herring processing house, known 
locally as the ‘Kipperdrome’ in 1907, was 
on the south-west side at the end of Ferry 
Road.  Further west where the camp site is 
now was the fish market and fish 
processing factory, which blew down in the 
early 1920’s. In 1932 the Corporation 
bought back the harbour and in 1939 it 
reconstructed the harbour entrance in 
reinforced concrete. The north pier was 
designed to bend east-north-east forming a 
bell shaped entrance mouth. A closed pile 
concrete wall was built on the southern side 
through to a new outlet at Dunwich Creek.  
The entrance was not an outstanding 
success, tending to trap the seas which in 
moderate winds travelled up the harbour in 
an increasing velocity resulting in structural 
damage. In 1939 a 90 ft gap was made in 
south pier to eliminate accelerating wave 
motion.  
 

The port continued to be used by local 
fishermen and for the import of coal, 3,000 
tons being landed from 20 vessels in 1932. 
From 1885 a pontoon ferry operated 
manually on chains crossed the river at a 
point midway between Blackshore and the 
river mouth.  In 1899 it was replaced by a 
steam ferry. The ferry ceased work in 1942, 
reverting to a rowing boat in the summer 
months, the means employed for the 
preceding 700 years. 
Recent years have seen the growth of 
recreational sailing and boat yard services 
and an increase in black huts. 
 
Spatial Analysis 
Around the conservation area are the wide 
open spaces of the coastal marshes.  There 
are long views over the sea to east; over the 
Town Marshes towards Southwold to the 
north and the Reydon Marshes to north-
west.  
Spatially the harbour breaks down into two 
parts; the first, the informal rectangular 
space once occupied by Walberswick Quay 
and now a Car Park; and second, the 
informal linear space along the north side 
of Southwold Harbour. 
 
The first space is to the east where the 
boundary of Walberswick Quay is formed 
by the meandering muddy Dunwich River 
and the sand dunes beyond. To north is the 
busy harbour seen against the distant 
backdrop of the Town Marshes and the 
Reydon Marshes. To the south the space is 
enclosed, and views obscured by the sylvan 
slopes of Walberswick and its many houses 
and cottages, partially hidden within the 
trees. Much of the area is a sandy gravelled 
car park, though there is visual interest in 
the groups of black timber huts mostly in 
small groups near the edge of the quay. 
  
There are good views from the quay across 
the river to Southwold, and views of the 
jetties and their moored craft on the harbour 

History, 19th-and 20th-centuries, views, spaces, Walberswick 
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north bank. The long vistas reinforce the 
perception of remoteness, and informal grass 
areas; the sand and gravel parking areas and 
roadways; the muddy streams; and the 
vernacular timber buildings enhance the sense 
of escape from the town.  
 
The second space is less coherent and follows 
the road and parking areas from west of the 
Harbour Inn to Ferry Road. To south is the 
river and clustered timber jetties, along the 
water’s edge. Running parallel with the 
harbour edge, is an unmade road surfaced of 
gravel. North are the black stained timber huts 
and industrial buildings, tightly packed 
together between the roadway and the ditch 
and bank that follows the edge of the marsh. 
The road space is narrow and linear for most 
of its length, broadening out as it approaches 
Blackshore Quay and the sailing club and 
Harbour Inn. 
 
There are fine views from serial locations 
along the access road looking north to 
Southwold and its churches and lighthouse; 
views over the Reydon Marshes and Tinker’s 
Marshes with the drainage wind pump tower 
and, importantly, views up and down the river 
with the clustered jetties, boat masts and 
moored craft. Looking south across the 
Harbour from serial locations, are the 
buildings of Walberswick Quay, the village of 
Walberswick and the tower of the parish 
church seen above the trees. 
 
 
Character Analysis 
The conservation area has easily discerned 
character areas, the Southwold Harbour Area 
and the Walberswick Quay Area. 
 
Walberswick Quay Character Area 
The course of the River Dunwich appears to 
have changed little since its diversion into the 
sea in c.1600. Before then it ran through the 
salt marsh following the edge of the high 
ground on which Walberswick was built.  It is 

Fig 13, View of Old Fishermen's Huts,  
Walberswick from Harbour watermeadows 

Fig 14, Walberswick Quay Edge 

Fig 15, Walberswick Ferry 

Fig 16, Harbour Road 

Fig 17, Walberswick from the Harbour 
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likely therefore that the Walberswick boats 
would have moored on the northern bank of 
the river, and when its channel eventually 
became blocked that the quay would 
migrate the short distance from the 
Dunwich River to the River Blyth.  From 
this quay during the 18th-century, corn, 
butter and cheese were exported and coal 
imported, and warehouses were leased to 
store them.  
 
Today there are mooring points on the 
Walberswick bank of the Blyth that are in 
use by recreational sailors and the historic 
ferry boat continues to ply between 
Walberswick Quay and Southwold 
Harbour. The area is a popular destination 
for day trips and the quay area is now a car 
park. The former quay buildings have been 
converted into residential use. 
 
While 100 years ago there were many small 
‘black’ timber sheds on the quay and by the 
ferry, map and photographic evidence 
suggests that few if any have survived on 
their original sites.  Only ‘The Old Yacht 
Yard (The Boat House),’ a brick, 
weatherboard and pantile barn in the north-
east corner of the conservation area is of 
any age and may have been a storage barn.  
Records show that in 1907 it was built of 
red brick with a steep pitched pantile roof, 
in two parts, that to west, 2 storey and to 
east, 1 ½ storeys. It has recently been 
altered with additions that in scale, 
character and materials are alien to the 
surrounding buildings. The Boathouse 
forms part of a group of four substantial 
buildings. All are vernacular in character 
and all but one, timber framed with single 
span plans of one or two storeys, simple 
pitched roofs uncluttered by dormers, and 
raised above the ground on stilts. The walls 
are of black weatherboard, the roofs of 
corrugated steel, mineral felt or red 
pantiles. They are arranged informally 
about an unmade road and preserve the 

image of quay buildings and the fishing 
industry there.  North-west of the group, 
and parallel with the quay are two small 
black weatherboard barns. The Savoy, a 
barn with a pantile roof, is well preserved 
and, seen in a marshland setting, provides 
an evocative image of past times.  The 
group of sheds near the harbour wall 
resemble fishermen’s net houses or 
fishermen’s huts.  The area is used for 
informal recreation, though much of the 
conservation area is a car park.  
 
Southwold Harbour Character Area 
The 19thC harbour is shown on Walker’s 
Map of 1840 (fig 7) with its timber pier on 
the south side of the harbour mouth and the 
quay at Blackshore where the road across 
The Common, known locally as Carnsey 
Road, meets the harbour road.  The 2nd 
Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1904 (fig 
8) shows it little changed, with wide muddy 
banks with mooring posts. Contemporary 
postcards also show boats dragged up on 
the harbour shore and the area of hard 
standing retained by a timber revetment that 
formed the quay. After the major 1906 
reconstruction, there were two piers 250ft 
long and the quay walls were made of 
concrete.  
 
The existing buildings (except the Harbour 
Master’s office and ‘Voyager Boat Trips’) 
are confined to the ‘higher ground’ on the 
space between the access road and the levee 
of the drain running northwest to south-east 
along the length of the conservation area.  
The road is unmade, surfaced with sand and 
gravel, retained by reused hardwood beams 
and piles, their natural colour bleached by 
the salt air. The river banks and road verges 
are grass covered though in one location at 
least, close to the boatyard buildings, the 
river bank sustains samphire.  
 
At Blackshore Quay the road tapers out into 
a wide space where it affords visitor 

Spaces, Character: Walberswick Quay; Southwold Harbour 
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Fig 18, The View of the Water Towers 
from the Harbour. 

          Fig 19, Landing Stages 

           Fig 20, Group of Black Huts 

parking. Here also the highway leaves the 
harbour, heading north towards The 
Common on a causeway above the marsh, 
and from where there are fine views in all 
directions, including a good view of 
Southwold, its water towers, church towers 
and lighthouse. 
 
There are landing stages along the shelving 
water’s edge for the whole of the 
conservation area. The stages are of 
indeterminate age and ad hoc design. Some 
consist of a floating jetty deck running 
parallel to the water’s edge, and connected to 
dry land by a walkway. The deck is 
stabilised by restraint piles and the walkway 
is supported by vertical timber piles and has 
a hinged section over the last five to ten 
metres.  With others, for example the jetty 
along the length of the Blackshore Quay, the 
plan is roughly in the form of a ‘T’. with the 
jetty and walkway fixed above high water by 
parallel lines of timber piles.  Traditionally 
they were built from untreated hardwood, 
which looks black when wet and a silvery 
brown when dry. There are also slipways, 
lined by heavy hardwood piles set in lines at 
right angles to the water’s edge.  Here the 
hardwood piles are doubled on one side to 
carry a deck.   
 
The landing stages have a visual attraction of 
their own, due to their weathered 
appearance, uniform colour, simple 
functional construction, and visual 
complexity. There is also a pleasing visual 
contrast between the verticals of the piers 
and the horizontal lines of the water, the 
decks and the river bank. The visual effect of 
the stages and jetties is further enhanced by 
moored yachts and fishing boats. 
 
There is a great deal of enjoyment to be had, 
for those with time, to admire the variety of 
huts, sheds and buildings on the harbour and 
to watch the activities associated with them.  
They can be roughly categorised according                          Fig 21, Converted Cattle Trucks 
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to location; first the conventional brick and 
clay tile houses set in commodious gardens 
at Blackshore. Then further south-east, the 
boat builders’ large works buildings, 
located where there is a bulge in the 
harbour strip to accommodate them.  Then 
the many little black huts found in two 
groups between the boat builders and a 
point north of the ferry jetty. The 
northernmost of this group are arranged 
attractively in an open square, facing the 
harbour, appearing to be a lower density, 
and possessing clearer legibility. 
 
The south-eastern group of sheds is 
arranged in two parallel lines aligned with 
the marsh levee; longer buildings span both 
rows and the gables face the harbour road.  
Within this group are the Sole Bay Fish 
Company building and the Christina Cara/
Mrs T Building, both medium sized 
buildings retailing sea food. The Sole Bay 
Fish Company building is timber-framed 
with black weatherboard walls and shallow 
pitch black painted sheet roof. The building 
has a square plan with gabled wings at right 
angles to the river. 
 
The Christina Cara/Mrs T building is 
comprised of two units, arranged in a 
double pile with double gables facing the 
river. It also has a timber-framed structure 
with black weatherboard walls and shallow 
pitch sheet roofs. In both cases, the roof 
shape breaks up the mass of the building 
into smaller masses, closer in scale to the 
adjoining huts.  
 
Described accurately by the Countryside 
Commission in April 1993 as ‘a ramshackle 
collection of jetties, huts and sheds’ the 
harbour huts are an attractive group of 
buildings that contribute positively to the 
character of the conservation area for the 
following reasons: 
 
 

• Each reflects the character of the other 
huts and sheds in the conservation area; 

• Collectively they are a relic of the 
fishing industry which flourished here; they 
reflect traditional local functional character;  

• the median sized huts, with steep 
pitched roofs, traditional painted timber 
joinery and black stained weatherboard are 
visually attractive, particularly in groups 
(see fig 20) 

• and their continued use contributes to 
the character of the conservation area.  

 
The huts are used to store consumables and 
equipment by the fishermen and leisure 
sailors of the harbour. The larger huts are 
used for food retailing and, in the case of 
B04, boat building. In plan, they are small, 
ranging in size between a domestic garage 
and a garden shed. Generally, 
architecturally they are simple vernacular 
structures having steep pitched roofs of 
corrugated cement sheet or of mineral felt. 
The gables have timber barge boards with 
timber capping.  The timber-framed walls 
are clad in weatherboard laid horizontally 
or boards with capping strips laid vertically. 
The joinery of doors and windows is often 
painted a cheerful gloss colour, and the 
roofs and walls are painted with black stain 
or paint.  
 
There is a great variety in the design of the 
huts, each one appearing to be different. 
For example, the building west of E02, is 
clad and roofed in corrugated iron; E16 and 
E38 are made from railway cattle trucks; 
and W32 is clad with shingles.  W12 to 
W15 are a good traditional group with 
painted joinery and very steep roofs (see fig 
20 ).Many of the huts are in poor condition, 
requiring fresh paint or structural repairs.  
The air of clutter and decay in this instance 
is part of the character of the area that 
comes with a working harbour and 
boatyard. They are also a historic testament 
to Southwold’s fishing heritage. 

Southwold Harbour Character; Southwold Harbour huts, form & materials 
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Two of the three boat builders’ sheds are 
located side by side surrounded by their boat 
building yards towards the west end of the 
harbour. The HMS boat shed is a portal frame 
building of one high storey. Its plan is close to 
square and its style and outline are purely 
functional, except for the black stained 
weatherboarding in which it has been clad.  It 
has a shallow pitched roof clad in corrugated 
fibrous cement sheet. Views of boatbuilding 
through the open door will contribute to the 
experience of the visiting public.  To the 
north-west is the Garry Brown boat shed; a tall 
two storey building with an ‘L’ shaped plan. It 
has a 30 degree roof clad in corrugated fibrous 
cement sheet and the walls are clad in a mix of 
black weatherboard and fibrous cement 
sheeting. Justin Ladd’s boat shed is located 
further south east among the huts and 
contributes a focal point to their layout. The 
building has small lean-tos on each side and its 
roof and walls are clad in rusting corrugated 
iron. These large industrial buildings do not 
contribute positively to the character of the 
conservation area, though they are not wholly 
alien in their impact.  
 
At Blackshore Quay on the river side of the 
levee, is a linear group of buildings, the most 
easterly of which is the Sailing Club with 2 
stories. The upper storey is box like, clad in 
black weatherboard and carried on brick 
columns with a long gallery open to the air on 
the river side.  
 
The Harbour Inn is also large, though formed 
from many parts in a compatible scale with its 
neighbours. The original building of c.1840 is 
of brick and subsequently painted. It has a 
steep pitched hipped red pantile roof, with a 
later second range behind making a ‘double 
pile plan in two ranges’, which describes the 
extent of the Grade II listing. The façade 
facing the river has 2 storeys and 2 bays; the 
ground floor storey is partially sunk into the 
ground due to rising ground levels. The 
windows are mixed, from 19th-century 8/8 sash 

Fig 22, Local Materials: 
Red pantiles and black weatherboards  

Fig 23, Local Materials; Shiplap & Feather 
edge Weatherboarding  

Fig 24, Local Materials; Felt & Galva-
nized Steel Roofs 

Fig 25, Local Materials, Red Brick & Black 
Weatherboard 

Fig 26, Local Materials: Stained Softwood 
and hardwood Jetties 
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windows with wedge lintels to 20th-century 
2 light casements.  It claims to be the oldest 
public house within the borough boundary, 
extant in the Reign of Henry VIII.  It was 
known as ‘The Fishing Buss’ and in 1801, 
as ‘The Ship Inn’. Its popularity in the late 
20th-century led to substantial growth 
utilising a 19th-century two storey, brick 
warehouse by connecting through a new 
timber and pantile corridor.  
 
Blackshore Corner is on the corner with the 
road to The Common, west of the Harbour 
Inn. It has 2 storeys and is built with brick, 
later painted and has an interlocking 
concrete pantile roof. Standing within 
undivided garden space are Blackshore 
Cottages, a group of five terraced cottages 
aligned with the levee north-west of 
Blackshore Corner. The terrace is built of 
painted brick with a red pantile roof and 
brick corbelled eaves to numbers 4 and 5. It 
has axial and end stacks. Each house has a 
façade of two windows, the left hand pair 
also having a moulded floor band. The 
houses to right have ground floor entrance 
doors with a fanlight. Their sash windows 
have margin lights and flat skewback 
arches with key blocks.  
 
The easternmost of the five has recently 
been extended to the east with a two storey 
one window shallow pitched roofed 
extension. Walker’s map of 1840 shows a 
building on the site of the cottages. The pair 
of cottages to left may have been built in 
the late 18th-century and the right hand trio 
built in c.1840, encroaching onto the 
Blackshore Quay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local Materials 
 
Roofs 
Green or grey mineral felt 
Corrugated iron painted black or rust red 
Corrugated fibrous cement sheet painted 
black. 
Red clay pantiles 
 
Walls 
Red brick 
Painted brick 
Batten & vertical board painted or stained 
black. 
Feather edge weatherboard, stained or 
painted black 
Oak Shingles, stained or painted black 
Corrugated iron, painted black 
Doors and windows gloss painted in black, 
blue, dark green, dark red. 
   
Landing Stages 
Sustainable hardwoods bleached in the 
marine environment 
Black stained softwood. 
 
 
Community Involvement 
 
A draft of this document was distributed for 
stakeholder consultation. External 
consultees included the Secretary of State, 
English Heritage, Suffolk County Council, 
Southwold Town Council, Southwold & 
Reydon Society, Walberswick Parish 
Council. 
 
In addition, a public exhibition was held in 
Walberswick Village Hall on the morning 
of Friday 11th January 2008 and in 
Southwold’s St Edmunds Hall on Friday 
afternoon and Saturday 12th January 2008. 
Consultee responses, and feedback forms 
completed by the public, indicated broad 
support for the proposals contained within 
the conservation area draft management 
plan, including the principle of the 

Southwold Harbour Character, Local materials 
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proposed extension to the conservation area, 
although there was some discussion about 
whether or not the caravan site should be 
included. There was serious concern expressed 
about flood risk, and general agreement that 
neither Southwold Harbour nor Walberwick 
Quay areas should be changed, tidied up or 
prettified. There was some support for the 
proposal that non harbour users vehicles might 
be excluded from the harbour, and that the 
caravan site might be better screened in views 
from Walberswick. 
 
In response to comments received, 
management proposals were modified. These 
are incorporated into the Southwold Harbour 
& Walberswick Quay Conservation Area 
Management Plan. 
 
Full details of comments received during the 
consultation process, and how these were dealt 
with, are available at the Waveney District 
Council Planning Department. 
 
 
Local generic guidance 
 
Guidance on alterations to buildings in 
conservation areas is contained in ‘A guide for 
owners and occupiers of properties in 
conservation areas.  
 
Guidance on the repair and alteration of listed 
buildings is contained in ‘A guide for owners 
and occupiers of listed buildings', Waveney 
District Council. 
 
Additional guidance is contained in Historic 
Environment Supplementary Planning 
Document No 4, S5 New moorings and S6 
Replacement moorings. 
 
Copies can be obtained from the Design & 
Conservation Team at Waveney District 
Council. Tel: (01502) 523077. 
 
 

Fig 27, Boat Building  

Fig 28, Blackshore  

Fig 29, Backshore Cottages 

Fig 30, Southwold Sailing Club 

 Fig 31, The Denes Extension to the  
 Conservation area 



17 

Appendix 1: Useful information 
 
Department of Culture Media & Sport (DCMS) 
www.culture.gov.uk 
 
English Heritage:  
www.english-heritage.org.uk 
 
Institute of Historic Building Conservation  
www.ihbc.org.uk 
 
The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings  
www.spab.org.uk 
 
Ancient Monuments Society  
www.ancientmonumentssociety.org.uk 
  
Council for British Archaeology  www.britarch.ac.uk 
 
The Twentieth Century Society  www.c20society.org.uk 
 
The Victorian Society 
www.victorian-society.org.uk 
 
The Georgian Group 
www.georgiangroup.org.uk 
 
The Garden History Society  
www.gardenhistorysociety.org.uk 
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If  you would like this 
document in a large print; in 
other formats or in a 
language other than in 
English, we will do our best 
to help.  Please call the 
Design & Conservation Team 
on 01502 523077 or e-mail 
pbc@waveney.gov.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.waveney.gov.uk 
 
Design & Conservation 
Telephone (01502) 523077 
Fax: (01502) 523047 
Email pbc @ Waveney.gov.uk 
 
Planning  
Telephone (01502) 514617 
Fax: (01502) 514617 
Email pbc@waveney.gov.uk 
 
Building Control 
Telephone (01502) 523044 
Inspection answer-phone (01502) 500040 
Fax: (01502) 514617 
Email buildingcontrol@waveney.gov.uk 
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Southwold Harbour & Walberswick 
Quay Conservation Area 
Management Plan 
 
This plan addresses the issues arising from 
the conservation area appraisal undertaken 
in the autumn of 2007 and the winter of 
2008. It aims to address the issues and 
recommendations for action that have 
arisen. Change will be regularly monitored 
and a photographic survey, dated 31st July 
2007 has been completed.  
 
 
Local Materials 
New works and repairs to the buildings and 
structures in the conservation area will be 
carried out using the range of prevalent and 
traditional materials illustrated in the 
conservation area appraisal and described 
below. 
 
Roofs: 
Green or grey mineral felt 
Corrugated iron painted black or rust red 
Corrugated fibrous cement sheet painted 
black. 
Red clay pantiles 
 
Walls 
Red brick 
Painted brick 
Batten & vertical board painted or stained 
black. 
Feather edge weatherboard, stained or 
painted black 
Oak shingles, stained or painted black 
Corrugated iron, painted black 
 
Doors and windows  
Gloss painted in black, blue, dark green, 
dark red. 
   
Jetties 
Sustainable hardwoods bleached in the 
marine environment. 

Open Space 
The proposals map identifies areas within 
the conservation area which it is 
recommended should be kept free from 
development in order to preserve views and 
the setting of buildings of significance.  
 
The area between low water mark and the 
land side edge of the access road is an 
important open space to allow views up and 
down the Blyth River; views across the 
river and for wild life. 
 
On the Walberswick side of the estuary, 
the area of open space and the car park is 
relatively undeveloped and contributes to 
the remote character of the area. 
 
Gardens of Blackshore Cottages 
Important parts of the setting of the 
cottages and allowing views of their 
facades and from their windows. 
 
The caravan park is prominent in the 
landscape of the harbour area, and in 
summer months, when activity is at its 
height, the many caravans and vehicles add 
a visually alien element into the area 
detracting from its natural character.  The 
park intrudes into views of the marshes, the 
coast and Southwold when looking north 
from Walberswick Quay. These views 
should be improved by screening the 
caravans and vans from the conservation 
area with appropriate planting and hard 
landscaping.  
 
Some of the harbour’s open areas have 
traditionally been used for the storage of 
small boats. There is, however, a growing 
trend for storing larger boats which dwarf 
the small scale character of the 
conservation area, and this is giving cause 
for concern. 
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Intrusion or Damage 
The Southwold Harbour conservation area seeks 
to preserve and enhance a character which is 
easily perceived and yet hard to define.  Some 
perceive the harbour as an unconventionally 
attractive collection of buildings and boats in an 
estuarine setting and others feel strongly that the 
place is an untidy mess.  
 
Contributing to the character of the area is the 
remote location, the marshland setting, the flat 
landscape and long vistas across the marsh and 
out to sea. Also contributing are the jetties along 
the water’s edge, the boat builders’ sheds, and the 
village of fishermen’s huts. These structures have 
been described as ‘ramshackle’, which reflects 
the lack of regimentation in their disposition and 
the air of decay that pervades them, and is 
important to the character of the place.  Areas of 
intrusion or damage are not like those 
experienced in the town centre conservation area. 
In the harbour conservation area it is work that is 
out of scale or carried out in alien materials or 
domestic quality, DIY patch repairs to jetties that 
look new, do not weather and are inconsistent 
with the established character described here. 
Advice about the provision of new fishermen’s 
stages and replacement moorings is contained in 
Local Plan Policies S5 & S6.  
 
Change is required to accommodate the growing 
popularity of the harbour on both sides of the 
river.  Increasing visitor numbers require 
management of car parking, boat storage, services 
and retail outlets if the special character is to be 
retained.  
 
Visitors seeking solitude and escape will need to 
be directed to footpaths through less trafficked 
areas.  
 
 
Neutral Areas 
The boat builders’ works buildings 
Walberswick car park 
 
 

Problems Pressures and Capacity for Change 
Sea Level Rise 
Recent forecasts by The Environment Agency 
suggest that sea defences in the Blyth Estuary are 
reaching the end of their useful life, and that 
maintaining them will become increasingly 
difficult.  The problem is made worse by global 
warming and sea level rise which is predicted to 
be approaching 80 cm during the next century.  
The Agency predicts that over the next five to 
twenty years there will be more frequent flooding 
events where the defences are failing. The failing 
areas include land upstream of the A12; and the 
Reydon & Tinkers Marshes which, when they 
become flooded, will mean that the farmland will 
become tidal.  Also when the marshes are 
flooded, more water is likely to be drawn into the 
estuary so that the flows through the harbour will 
increase which, as in the past, has affected 
business and leisure interests. In addition, 
properties in Walberswick and those along the 
Denes are also at risk from more frequent 
flooding. In the short term the remedy lies with 
Government agencies and short term measures, 
and in the long term, in the significant reduction 
of CO2 emissions.  
 
It would seem that to preserve the harbour a 
policy of strengthening and repair of sea defences 
would be necessary, together with changes in 
bank and jetty levels, the reconstruction of 
buildings and the construction of causeways 
while preserving and enhancing the character of 
the area. 
 

 Disorder 
 To some in the local community the harbour 

means clutter, decay and chaos. The impression is 
caused by the age of many of the huts, the variety 
of design and their ad hoc layout. This disorder is 
an important part of the character of the area and 
appears to be admired by local people.  Discarded 
equipment and rubbish is regularly removed by 
Waveney District  Council who have also taken 
steps to tackle the visual disorder appearing in the 
landing stages with the publication in 1997 of 
‘Design Guidance for the Landing Stages’. There 
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are no plans to produce design guidance for 
the fishermen’s huts, other than that set out 
below under ‘Supplementary Planning 
Guidance.’ A reduction in the number of 
fishermen's huts is not thought to be 
necessary. If it were, then the number of 
huts could be restricted by policies geared 
to an assessment of the architectural or 
historic interest of the hut and its state of 
repair. Further retail use of the huts could 
be prohibited with the addition of new 
development plan policies. 
. 
 
Supplementary Planning Guidance 
Design guidance has been written by the 
District Council for landing stages and 
replacement moorings. Areas have been 
identified where the stages may have some 
historic interest.  
 
The historic moorings should be repaired 
unless it can be demonstrated that repair is 
practically or economically unfeasible. 
 
Otherwise, the widespread use of 
galvanised floating pontoons will, over 
time, change the character from a working 
harbour to a leisure marina. 
Supplementary guidance should also be 
given for fishermen’s huts. 
 
Advice concerning new fishermen’s huts 
should include advice on roof materials, 
confining use to clay pantiles, galvanized 
and corrugated steel, mineral roofing felt or 
black painted colour coated corrugated 
steel. Pitches will generally be above 45 
degrees and verges will be provided with a 
bargeboard and open eaves. Walls will be 
black painted or stained feather-edged 
weather board with gloss painted joinery. 
Ship lap or vertical boards with cover fillet 
may also be used. The use of plastic 
windows and doors will not be supported . 
 
 

Visitor Pressure 
Visitor numbers to the harbour have grown, 
not only from the use of the port and 
transactions with boat builders but also to 
see the harbour at work, to enjoy the views 
of the river and to take advantage of the 
fish retailers, takeaways & cafes. However 
the increase in food retail and the increase 
in visitor’s cars may overwhelm the 
character of the area and destroy what the 
visitor has come to see. 
 
There may also be conflict between the 
activities of the boat yards, for example 
when moving boats, and the safety of 
visitors on foot and in cars.  
  
There is a case therefore, on the north bank, 
for refusing applications for further retail 
outlets and taking forward, for further 
consideration, proposals for limiting 
vehicular access to the Denes Car Park via 
Ferry Road and to the Harbour Inn via The 
Common.  Parking permits would be 
employed for all harbour users. 
 
 
Boundary Changes 
An extension of the conservation area is 
proposed that includes the Denes Car Park 
and the 9 bungalows on the Denes. This 
would safeguard the setting of the historic 
quay and the Alfred Corry Museum; and 
seek the enhancement of the shop, and the 
public toilets.   
 
The Alfred Corry Museum was used as a 
lifeboat house on Cromer Pier when it was 
a significant element of the listed building. 
While it is of modest scale it is also visually 
intrusive in the local scene. It retains some 
of its external early C20th-character and 
relates historically to Southwold Pier at the 
north end of the beach.  
 
It is also proposed that the southern edge of 
the Denes Caravan Park, from the harbour 
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wall to the Caravan Park boundary fence, 
should also be included within the 
Conservation Area.  
 
The park is situated at the south end of Ferry 
Road and immediately to its west. It has a 
flat mown grass surface with access roads 
and is enclosed to south and west by drains 
with high grass banks.  The park is occupied 
by caravans, motor homes and tents 
throughout the year. The caravan site is 
prominent in views looking north from 
Walberswick Quay and any development 
there would intrude into important views 
and harm the setting of the conservation 
area. While there is little of special 
architectural or historic interest within the 
caravan park, designation of its southern 
fringe would allow for the protection of 
important views from within and out of the 
conse rva t ion  a rea  th rough  the 
implementation of Local Plan Policy 
ENV15: 1, 6 & 7  
 
Consideration was also given to the 
suggestion of extending the conservation 
area to include the north and south banks of 

the river and their timber jetties between 
Blackshore Harbour and the Bailey Bridge 
and Walberswick Quay and the Bailey 
Bridge .The areas contain no buildings and 
for this reason it was decided that they 
should not be included. 
 
Important views to and from the Southwold 
Harbour & Walberswick Quay Conservation 
Area which should be safeguarded, are 
identified on the conservation area maps. 
 
 
Article 4(2) Directions for Extensions 
It is proposed that the Article 4(2) 
protection, already in place in the existing 
Southwold Harbour & Walberswick Quay 
Conservation Area will be continued within 
the extended conservation area. 
 
 
Policy for Locally Listed Properties 
As part of its ongoing programme of 
conservation area appraisal work, Waveney 
District Council has identified buildings 
which make a positive contribution to its 
conservation areas, either for their 
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architectural or historic interest, and 
sometimes both. These buildings are 
referred to as ‘locally listed’, and work is 
underway to develop appropriate policies 
for their protection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendices 
 
Appendix 1: Locally Listed Buildings 
Walberswick Quay 
The Old Yacht Yard (The Boathouse) 
The Craft Room 
The Studio 
East Point 
The Savoy 
Barn south-east of the Savoy 
Huts south-west of Blyth Ferry 
 
Southwold Harbour 
Blackshore Cottages 
 
 
Appendix 2: Southwold Harbour 
Conservation Area Extension  
Addresses 
16, 20, 22, 34, 36, 38, 40, 40a, 42 Ferry 
Road 
Harbour House Cottage, Ferry Road 
The Alfred Corry Museum, Ferry Road 
RNLI Station, Ferry Road 
Public Conveniences, Ferry Road (S) 
Harbour Kiosk, Ferry Road 
 
 
Appendix 3: Locally Listed Buildings  
within the Southwold Harbour 
Conservation Area Extension 
The Alfred Corry Museum, Ferry Road 
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If  you would like this 
document in a large print; in 
other formats or in a 
language other than in 
English, we will do our best 
to help.  Please call the 
Design & Conservation Team 
on 01502 523077 or e-mail 
pbc@waveney.gov.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.waveney.gov.uk 
 
Design & Conservation 
Telephone (01502) 523077 
Fax: (01502) 523047 
Email pbc @ Waveney.gov.uk 
 
Planning  
Telephone (01502) 514617 
Fax: (01502) 514617 
Email pbc@waveney.gov.uk 
 
Building Control 
Telephone (01502) 523044 
Inspection answer-phone (01502) 500040 
Fax: (01502) 514617 
Email buildingcontrol@waveney.gov.uk 
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