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Approach

We don’t know what our design 
code will look like...

...we want to do something that addresses 
the challenges in the district...

...but what are the challenges we face?

?



Learn from others mistakes...

...we have resource and capacity...

...we want data and evidence to 
drive this forward!

Approach
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Site Audits
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Criteria

1. Natural connections

2. Facilities and services

3. Homes for everyone

4. Making the most of what’s there

5. Memorable character

6. Well defined streets and spaces

7. Easy to find your way around

8. Healthy streets

9. Cycle and car parking

10. Green and blue infrastructure

11. Back or pavement, front of home

12. Design quality



Site Visits



SiteVisits



East Suffolk East of England England

Very Good 9% 0% 7%

Good 40% 6% 19%

Mediocre 23% 83% 54%

Poor 14% 11% 19%

Very Poor 14% 0% 1%

Headlines Site 
Scores

National Scoring East Suffolk Scoring

7% 9%

Very Good Very Good

19% 40%

Good Good

54% 23%

Mediocre Mediocre

19% 14%

Poor Poor

1%

Very Poor

14%

Very Poor



Headlines 
Themes

1 Homes for everyone

2 Facilities and services

3 Well defined streets and spaces

4 Easy to find your way around

5 Back or pavement, front of home

6 Design quality

7 Healthy streets

8 Cycle and car parking

9 Memorable character

10 Making the most of what’s there

11 Natural connections

12 Green and blue infrastructure

Often Successful

Varied

Problematic



Headlines

Key takeaways...

Little difference between > National and regional developers 

Full and Reserved Matters 

Allocated and Windfall

Local Plan areas



Key takeaways...

Difference we DID notice > Variation between North and South

Sites that did and didnt delivery affordable 
housing

Under 50 homes -  Varied
50-100 homes -  Often Successful 
100+ homes -  Varied or problematic

Headlines



Key takeaways...

Difference we DID notice > Top 3 scoring sites were by two national 
housing developers

The 3 lowest scoring sites were by one national 
housing developer

Headlines



Key takeaways...

Onsite observations>

>Death by timber knee rail!!!

>Material selection to defines places.

>Landscape maintenance matters.

>Materials do matter.

>Pedestrians are royalty.

>Young people are not catered for.

>Parking courts can be designed well.

>Highways design isn’t consistent.

Headlines



East Suffolk Land Budget



Approach

What proportion of land is being used for what?

How do these vary and why?

Does density and parking ratios impact open space? 

Can land budgeting help influence coding and policy?



Residential

Residential outbuilding

Cycling and walking infrastructure 

Open space

Parking

Private amenity 

Road

Verges and buffers

Development area 

Employment use 

Hospitality

Mixed use 

Utilities 

Vacant land

Internal garage

20

Meters
© Crown Copyright and database rights 2024 Ordnance Survey AC000081464.
Estimated total car parking spaces for each plot are shown as numbers on the parking features.

Site area 3.08 hectares
Number of homes 99

Density 32 dwellings per hectare

Plot ratio 0.6

Parking ratio 2 spaces per dwelling (215 total)

31%
Build ings

19%
Private amenity

12%
Parking

15%
Road

6%
Cycling and walking 

infrastructure

Open space

5%

Verges and buffers

12%

SUDs

Feature 
0%

Wild area

0%

Example 1



Residential

Residential outbuilding

Cycling and walking infrastructure 

Open space

Parking

Private amenity 

Road

Verges and buffers 

Bus stop

Utilities

SUDs Feature

20

Meters
© Crown Copyright and database rights 2024 Ordnance Survey AC000081464.
Estimated total car parking spaces for each plot are shown as numbers on the parking features.

Site area 3.1 hectares
Number of homes 107

Density 35 dwellings per hectare

Plot ratio 0.5

Parking ratio 2 spaces per dwelling (215 total)
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5%
Parking
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Cycling and walking 

infrastructure
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19%Verges and buffers

29%

Wild area

0%
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4%

Example 2



Example
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Cycling and walking 
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12%

SUDs
Feature 
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Site area 3.08 hectares
Number of homes 99

Density 32 dwellings per hectare

Plot ratio 0.6
Parking ratio 2 spaces per dwelling (215 total)

example 1 example 2

Site area 3.1 hectares
Number of homes 107

Density 35 dwellings per hectare

Plot ratio 0.5
Parking ratio 2 spaces per dwelling (215 total)
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