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MAP 1- CHARACTER ASSEMENT BY AREA 
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MAP 2 ɀ ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

           One way heavy lorry route 
           Through heavy lorry route 
 
General data: 
Distance from shop/hall to A12 
south 1.9 Km 
 

 

Distance from shop to A12 

A12 South 
Junction 

 

Jnc 

Shop/Village Hall  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

WHAT THE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT IS: 

It is an important step in planning the future development of Bredfield as part of the 
Neighbourhood plan.   
 
WHAT IT COVERS: 

It records key attributes of Bredfield such as distinctive views, business areas, 
community services, housing settlements, recreational areas and how they relate to 
each other both on a physically and social level. 
 
How it should be used: 
 
It should be used as a baseline upon which to build a forward looking picture of 
Bredfield over the planning period (2017 ɀ 2036) delivering against the needs of a 
thriving and sustainable community. 
 
Overview of the Neighbourhood 
"ÒÅÄÆÉÅÌÄȟ Á ȰÂÒÏÁÄ ÃÌÅÁÒÉÎÇȱ ÉÎ ÏÌÄ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈȟ ÈÁÓ ÅÖÉÄÅÎce of 
Romano-British and Saxon settlement. The village grew 
around crossroads where roads from outlying communities 
to Woodbridge converged, and crossed an ancient track 
from the river Deben at Melton towards the Roman road at 
Debach Post. 

The centre of ÔÈÅ ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅ ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÄÏÍÉÎÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ 3ÔȢ !ÎÄÒÅ×ȭÓ 
Church, dating from the 13th century.  

 
See: http://bredfield.onesuffolk.net/our -village/   
 
DEVELOPMENT OF BREDFIELD 

 

Bredfield is a small but active village, situated off the A12 about two miles north of 
Woodbridge, comprising some 140 dwellings and about 350 people. The increase in 

housing has been largely infill apart from two small developments, Pump Close and Robletts. 

 
It is largely a rural settlement based on farming and small bespoke business enterprise.   

Currently there are three working farms within  the parish but also agricultural land 
owned by other landowners and farmers who do not live in Bredfield. 

  

The premises adjacent to the former Forge still provide some small local businesses 
with a home.  

 

The tourist industry is alsÏ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÁÒÁÖÁÎȟ "Ǫ"ȭÓ and self-catering accommodation 
all being available.  
 

 

http://bredfield.onesuffolk.net/our-village/
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HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT NON-DESIGNATED HERITAGE ASSETS 
 

The following building sites and objects are of local interest and are worthy of 

preservation. These buildings are not protected in the way that nationally listed 

buildings are, but this identification as a non-designated heritage asset is a planning 

consideration when deciding planning applications. It refers only to the exterior of a 

building. The aim is to preserve the unique character of these buildings, including 

elevations not visible from a public place. 
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MAP 1 - BUILDINGS 

 

  

Lords  Waste houses 

The Village Hall built 1982/83 

as part of a community effort.  

Belveder e Primrose Cottages  

The Old School House  

Teachers House 

Bredfi eld Chapel  

Village Shop  
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MAP 2 ɀ LANDSCAPE AND ASSESSTS  

 

  

Bredfield GREEN marked and 

ÎÁÍÅÄ ÏÎ (ÏÄÓËÉÎÓÏÎȭÓ -ÁÐ ÏÆ 

Suffolk 1783   

PLAYING FIELD   

WAR MEMORIAL   

JUBILEE MEADOW AND 

ORCHARD 

THE PUMP   

Village Sign   

Quaker Burial Ground   

OPEN VIEWS   

BUS STOP 

BUS STOP 
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SECTION 1 (BY AREA)   

AREA 1:  TITLE - SOUTHERN APPROACH TO BREDFIELD FROM A12 

 

CHARACTER OVERVIEW 

 
The parish of Bredfield extends to the east of the A12 within area 1. The majority of the 
parish is on the west side of the A12. 
 
On the east side of the A12 and on the parish border with Melton, is a traditional 
orchard near to Foxburrow Farm (Suffolk Wildlife Trust).   
 
On the west side of the road and just before the turning into Bredfield are two 
significant listed properties. 
 
Fitzgerald House  was formerly the service wing of Bredfield White House and now all 
that remains of the demolished mansion. Edward Fitzgerald (1809-1883) was born in 
the White House. 
 
Bredfield House  is mid 17th century with 20th century additions.  It was the 
Banqueting House in the grounds of the original mansion, and was never physically 
attached to the main building.  
 
Both properties are currently private residences. 
 
The road into Bredfield from the A12 has a number of very sharp almost right angled 
bends, used by through traffic including a large volume of heavy lorries heading 
towards Debach.  
 

 
 

Dangerous A12 South Junction.  

Insert images of 

character area to 

supplement text  
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DETAIL 
 

 

A12  junction. 

 

Blind bend 1 looking east. 

 

Open views north and west 

  

 
General Overview:  
The A12 runs through this area of the parish 
Two distinctive properties 
Winding access into the village 
 

Layout:  
Dangerous access to and from the A12 
Dangerous bends approaching the village. 
 

 
Topography:  
Generally flat open views from the roadside. 

 
Spaces: Open Fields to the north and west. 

Historic agricultural field patterns to the south as 
recorded in the Suffolk  Historic-Landscape 
Characterisation Map (Ref: SCDC) as with 
other parts of Bredfield. 
 
Roads, streets routes:  
Signposted route for heavy Lorries west to 
Clopton Commercial Park. 
 

Green and natural features:  
Open Views to the east and west. 
 

Landmarks:  
Gas governor installation at first bend.  
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AREA 2:  TITLE - SOUTHERN SETTLEMENT ɀ PUMP CORNER 

CHARACTER OVERVIEW 
 

The approach is characterised by open field views to the north and west and several 
isolated cottages.  !ÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ Ȭ"ÒÅÄÆÉÅÌÄȭ ÓÉÇÎ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÃÌÕÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ 
varying sizes, both old & new. In the midst of these there are a number of small 
industrial units including the old forge. 
 
4ÈÅ ÓÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ ÓÅÔÔÌÅÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÌÁÎÄÍÁÒË ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÎate pump. It is situated at the 
busy road junction of Woodbridge road and the main through road to Debach.  

 

 
 
On the west side of Woodbridge Road a short distance from the pump is the entrance to 

Pump Close. The close is Á ρωχπȭÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ nine detached houses.  Immediately 

after Pump Close is the independent denominational chapel facing east.  On the north  

side of the chapel is a turning into Glebe Road with  four houses and two bungalows. 

These were built  just after WW2, on Glebe land, as local authority dwellings.    

   

                         The Forge      The Chapel  


