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STUDY CONTEXT 2

The study is being funded in partnership with the Suffolk district 
and borough councils.

Work forms part of the Suffolk County Council’s commitment to short, 
medium and long term plans to improve transport in the wider Ipswich 
area , to address existing congestion and to accommodate future 
planned growth in and around the town.

The first stage of the northern routes study has considered the 
transport conditions across the wider Ipswich area both now and 
in 2031, based on current planned growth and identified highway 
improvements, including the Upper Orwell Crossings.

The study identifies that in addition to these improvements there is 
likely to be a need for significant additional road capacity in the area to 
support future growth.



OVERVIEW AIM OF STUDY 
3

Strategically review, short list and assess, 
the strategic viability of transport capacity 
improvements; in order to facilitate and 
support the delivery of housing and 
employment growth in north Ipswich and 
the wider Ipswich area



STUDY AREA
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GEOGRAPHIC AREA FOR OPTION DELIVERY
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STAGE 1 STUDY OBJECTIVE 6

This first stage of the study seeks to: 

Understand the current and future transport context / conditions within 
the study area;

Establish the need for intervention through the preparation of a 
body of evidence to demonstrate the requirement for development 
of an appropriate improvement scheme; 

Examine the strategic case for a new Ipswich Northern Route and 
upgraded road connections, within the study area, as well as 
considering strategic sustainable transport improvements to compliment 
highways improvements.



EVIDENCE BASE 
EXAMPLES
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EXISTING POPULATION 8

12% Growth in population 2001-2011
16% in Working Age Population 
Growth above East of England and UK average



BASELINE DEMOGRAPHIC GROWTH
9

Local Plan Growth:

Ipswich Borough Council:
13,550 dwellings
12,500 jobs

Mid Suffolk: 2140 total dwellings (of 
which 800 dwellings in Ipswich policy 
area 2010-2025)

Suffolk coastal: 7900 homes 2010-2027 
(of which 2320 dwellings in Eastern 
Ipswich policy area).



JOURNEY TO WORK MODE SHARES 10

25% Growth in employee travel demand 2001-2011
Reduction in bus travel to work
Increase in car travel since 2001

People Percentage People Percentage
Underground, Metro, Light Rail, Tram 34 0% 59 0%
Train 981 2% 1622 3%
Bus, Minibus or Coach 5623 11% 5067 8%
Taxi 143 0% 237 0%
Motorcycle, Scooter or Moped 821 2% 724 1%
Driving a Car or Van 28140 56% 36712 58%
Passenger in a Car or Van 3940 8% 4529 7%
Bicycle 3092 6% 3069 5%
On Foot 7490 15% 10929 17%
Other Method of Travel to Work 211 0% 315 0%
Total 50475 100% 63263 100%

2011
Ipswich Borough District
2001Method of Travel to Work (QS701EW)

Outlying parishes have less choice of modes for access to work
Parishes with good mix of housing and jobs more sustainable
Travel to work predominantly by car



EXISTING CONGESTION 2015 CRF 11



BASELINE CONGESTION 2031 FORECAST CRF 12



EVIDENCE BASE SUMMARY  13

Initial review of evidence base provides identification of the need to look 
at Ipswich  Northern Route options because:

Ipswich has already experienced a lot of population growth and this looks 
to sizably increase in the future with employment and housing growth;

There is already congestion and this will be compounded with growth 
without mitigation, potentially limiting economic growth;

A14 is currently being used for local trips which needs to be dissuaded; 

There is currently a lack of alternative transport modes to private car in 
some parishes where future growth might be directed; 

Need for better sustainable connections between peoples homes and jobs. 



ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSTRAINTS
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EMERGING OPTIONS
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EXAMPLES OF OPTIONS BEING CONSIDERED 17

Options initially being considered within the study include:

Varying lengths of a ‘Northern Relief Road’ highways scheme, 
(identified in combination with consideration of improvement options to 
the existing  highway network)

Junction improvements to A14 and A12

Radial road improvements 

Public transport bus improvements 

Rail improvements and achieving a more efficient use of current rail 
infrastructure  

Use of smarter choices to achieve mode shift away from single 
occupancy vehicle use

Strategic cycle infrastructure improvements  



18EXAMPLES OF OPTIONS BEING CONSIDERED 



EARLY MODELLING ANALYSIS OF OPTIONS 19

At this early stage it appears that the Inner Route Corridor and 
Middle Route Corridor has the largest potential for attracting trips 
from Ipswich, and the Orwell Bridge Crossing. These options also 
perform well in terms of reducing overall travel times and distances 
travelled.

The Outer Route Corridor provides more of strategic benefit but 
provides less benefit to reducing congestion within Ipswich.  

In order to conduct a robust comparison between the options, further 
modelling in the next stage of this study is required as the 
junction types, sizes and connectivity of the route will have a 
significant impact on the performance of these options in the model. 



STAGE 2 – NEXT STEPS 20

Highway options for consideration in the next stage of the study 
include:

single and dual carriageway roads, potentially with a strategic 
function to relieve the A14;
full relief road primarily to serve local traffic demand; partial relief 
roads to connect areas of potential development to the main road 
network;
and local distributor roads to spread traffic across the network.

The next stage of study will examine route options in more 
detail, including traffic, economic and environmental 

Undertake a options sifting and assessment exercise, to identify a 
preferred options coming forward;

Consider the extent to which the options might support 
potential future scenarios for housing and employment growth 
beyond 2031.


