ol

EASTSUFFOLK

COUNCIL

Habitats Reqgulations Assessmarht
the Draft Saxmundham
Neighbourhood Plan

May 2022



SaxmundhanNeighbourhood Plan
Habitats Regulations AssessmeMay 2022

Contents

I 011 Yo [T £ [ o TSP 1
2. Protected sites covered by this repart.............ovvvviiiviiiiiiie e 3
3. SaxmundhaniNeighbourhood Plan..........cccoooiieiiiiii e 4
4. Other Plans and ProjECLS.........cuuviiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiisiiiiisssss s snn s e e s e e e e e e e e e e e 5
5. Assessment of likely effects of the Saxmundham Neighbourhood Plan on Habitat
S (S PR PPRPRTTY 4
6. Summary and CONCIUSIONS...........uuiuuiiiiiiiii e e e e e e e e 19
Appendix 1: Sources of background information...................evvveeevvenininiinnnnnnnn. 20
Appendix 2: Locations of Habitat Sites.........ccccceeiviiiiiiieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, 21
Appendix 3: Relevant Habitat SIiteS..............uuuiiviiiiiiiiiicccre e 24

Appendix 4: Natural England Consultation RESPANSE..............cevvvvvvevvniininnnnnnns 30



1.

11

1.2

1.3

14

SaxmundhanNeighbourhood Plan
Habitats Regulations AssessmeMay 2022

Introduction

The Conservation of Habitats ai8pecies Regulations (2017) (as amended)
provide protection for sites that are of exceptional importance in respect of
rare, endangered or vulnerable natural habitats and species. The network
consists of Speci#lreas of Conservation (SACs) and Speciaé&roh Areas
(SPAs). Both types can also be referred to as European HitedNational
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that Ramsar sites should be afforded
the same level of protectiomnd refers to SACs, SPAs and Ramsar sites as
WILToAGIEO {AdlSaQo

The requirement to undertake Habitats RegulaBofissessment (HRA) of
development plangs set out in the Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations (2017) (as amendedt) is also a requiremendf Regulation 32

schedule 2 of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012 (as ameirded).

order to proceed to referendum a Neighbourhood Plan must meet a series of
WolaAO O2yRAGA2YAQY 6KAOK AyOfdzRS GKI G
compatible with,EU obligations.

Regulation 105 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017
(as amendedstates:

W2 KSNE I flyR dzaS LI IYyY

(@) Is likely to have a significant effect on a Europs#tes or a European
offshore marine site (either alone or in combination with other plans or
projects), and

(b) Is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site,
The plammaking authority for that plan must, before the plan is given dffec
make an appropriate assessment of the implications for the site in view of that
aAiSQa O2yaSNBIFGAZ2Y 202SO00GAQBSadQ

The HRA ithereforeundertaken in stages and should conclude whether or not
a proposal or policy in the Plan would adversely affect tkegirity of anysites.

Stage 1. Determining whether a plan is likely to have a significant effect
on a Habitat Ste. This needs to take account of the likely
impacts in combination with other relevant plans and projects.
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This assessment should be madeingsthe precautionary
principle.The screening assessment must reflect the outcomes
of the 2018 judgement of the Court of Justice of the European
Uniont, which has ruled that where mitigation is necessary this
must be identified through an Appropriate Assment.

Stage 2: Carrying out Appropriate Assessment and ascertaining the
effect on site integrity. The effects of the plan on the
conservation objectives of sites should be assessed, to ascertain
whether the plan has an adverse effect on the integrityao
HabitatSte.

Stage 3: Identifying mitigation measures and alternative solutions. The
aim of this stage is to find ways of avoiding or significantly
reducing adverse impacts, so that site integrity is no longer at
risk. If there are still likely to beegative impacts, the option
should be dropped, unless exceptionally it can be justified by
imperative reasons of overriding public interest.

1.5 The SaxmundhamNeighbourhoodPlan is being produced byaxmundham
TownCouncil.This reportconsiders whether there are likely to be significant
effects on proectedHabitat Stes andwhether a full Appropriate Assessment
may be required.This screening has been carried out against the Regulation
14 draft of the Neighbourhood Plan which was psifdid for consultation
November December 2022

16  TheSaxmundhanNeighbourhood Plan will need to be in general conformity
with the strategic policies of the Local Pl&ast Suffolk Council is covered by
two Local Plans, theast Suffolk CouncilSuffolk Coastal Local Pladopted
September 202@nd the East Suffolk Gmcil - WaveneylLocal Plaradopted
March 2019. The relevant local plan for tBaxmundhaniNeighbourhood Plan
area is theEast Suffolk CounciBuffolk Coastal Local Plan

1.7 TheSuffolk Coastal Local Plaassubject toHabitats Regulation8ssessment
as part ofitsproduction.Where screening identified a likely significant effect,

1 G323/17 ¢ People over Wind, Peter Sweetman v Coillte Teoranta
2 http://www.saxplan.org/wereseekingyour-viewson-the-draft-neighbourhoodplan/
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an Appropriate Assessmentvas undertaken and mitigation measures
identified were incorporated withinthe Local Plan, resulting in a conclusion
that the plan willnot lead to any adverse effects ¢tabitatsites within and in
the vicinity of the (then) Suffolk Coastal District. Tlweeal PlarAppropriate
Assessment identified recreational disturbance particularly from dog walkers
as the main significant effect. Th€ouncil hastherefore produced a
RecreationalDisturbance Avoidance and Mitigation StrategfRAMS)and
requires payment towards mitigation from residential developments within
13km of the protectedHabitatStes.

Protectedsites covered by this report

Sites included in this assessment are listed in Table 1. This includes all sites that
are within 20km of the SaxmundhamNeighbourhood Plan area (for
consistency with the distances applied within the HRA of the Suffolk Coastal
Local Plan and adopting the precautionary approach). The locations of the sites
are shown on maps in Appendix 2 and theaiafffying Features and
Conservation Objectives of the sites are contained in Appendix 3, along with a
summary of the pressures and threats as documented in the Appropriate
Assessment for th8uffolk Coastdlocal Plan.

Table 1:RelevantHabitat Sites

Name

Alde-Ore and Butley Estuaries SAC

5S6Qa t2yR {!/

Orfordness; Shingle Street SAC

Minsmere to Walberswick Heaths and Marshes SAC
Staverton Park and The Thicks, Wantisden SAC
Southern North Sea SAC

Alde-Ore Estuary SPA

Deben Estuary SPA

Minsmere Walberswick SPA

Outer Thames Estuary SPA

Sandlings SPA

Stour and Orwell Estuaries SPA

Alde-Ore Estuary Ramsar

Deben Estuary Ramsar
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Minsmere Walberswick Ramsar

Stour and Orwell Estuaries Ramsar

3. SaxmundhanNeighbourhood Plan

3.1 Saxmundham Town Council is producing a Neighbourhood Plan for
Saxmundhamin order to set out the vision, objectives and policies for the
development of theparishup to 20% within the context of theEast Suffolk
Council - Suffolk Coastal Local Plamhis screening has considered the
Regulation 14 draft of the Neighbourhood Plan which was published for
consultation NovemberDecember 2023

3.2 The Neighbourhood Plan includes a range of policies covering the
SaxmundhanNeighbourhood Plan are® number of polies relate to the full
Neighbourhood Plan area whilst others are area/location spedifie Plan
does not allocate land for developmenbut there are two Local Plan
allocations within the Neighbourhood Plamea for mixed use/ residential
developmentamounting to approximately 840 dwellingSCLP12.29and
SCLP12.30

3.3 The policies in the&saxmundhaniNeighbourhood Plan are listed ifable 2
below. An assessment of whether each policy is likely to have a significant

effect onHabitatSte is included in section 5 of this report.

Table2: List of Neighbourhood Plan polici€Reg 14 draft)

SAX1 General Design Principles

SAX2 Expansion of Existing Businesses

SAX3 New Businesses

SAX4 Protecting Valued Local Community Facilities and
Amenities

SAXS New Community Facilities

SAX6 Improving Connectivity

SAX7 Footpaths and Right of Way

SAX8 Parking Provision

3 http://www.saxplan.org/wereseekingyour-viewson-the-draft-neighbourhoodplan/
4 SCLP12.2falls partly within the Neighbourhood Plan area and partly within the adjoinarisp of
Benhall.
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SAX9 Windfall and Infill Development

SAX10 Housing Mix

SAX11 Historic Town Centre and Conservation Area

SAX12 Non-designated Heritage Assets

SAX13 Gateways, Views and Landscape Setting of Saxmun(

SAX14 Protection and Enhancement of Natural Assets

SAXD Community Gardens and Allotments

SAX16 Protection of Existing Local Green Spaces

SAXGN1 | Connecting the Garden Neighbourhood

SAXGN2 | Green Infrastructure Links

SAXGN3 | CommunityFacilities

SAXTC1 | TownGCentre OverarchingSrategy

SAXSA1l | StationArea

SAXSFR | Redevelopment and environmental enhancement
opportunities at Street Farm Road

SAXFS1 | Fromus Square

SAXFC1 | Former Fomus Centre site and Community Garden

Other Plans and Projects

Regulation 18 of the 2017 Regulationgas amendedjequiresconsideration
to be given to whether a Plan will have an effect eithlmne or in combination
with other plans or projects

As noted in the introduction, the other kgylanis the Local PlanThe Local
Plan sets out the broad scale and distribution of development across the area
of East Suffolk formerly covered by Suffolk Coastal DistrictwEtssubject to

an Appropriate Assessment as part of its production.

The SaxmundhamNeighbourhood Plan policies interpret the strategy and
policies of the Local Plan at a local level. The policies contained iralfte
SaxmundhanNeighbourhood Plan are proposed to provide locally specific,
criteria based policy guidance for the determiioa of planning applications.

Policy SCLP12.1 of tisaiffolk Coastdlocal Plardoes not allocate apecific
minimum housingfigure to the NeighbourhoodPlan areg and the draft
NeighbourhoodPlan does not include any site allocation policies. The Local
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Plan doeshowever includetwo allocatiors within the NeighbourhoodPlan
area; policies SCLP12.2@nd SCLP12.3Combined, hese areas of landare
allocated within the Suffolk Coastal LocalHiar approximately840dwellings.

A screening process considered each policy in the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan
and concluded whether significant effeotgere likely andif an Appropriate
Assessmentwas needed. The Appropriate Assessmentsubsequently
considered the following themesrecredion pressure from new residential
development, recreation pressure from tourism, urbanisation effects in close
proximity, air quality from increased road traffic, water quality and resources
and biodiversity net gain. Mitigation measures were identifiedhua the
Appropriate Assessment and were incorporated within thieal Local Plan
resulting in a conclusion that the plan will not lead to any adverse effects on
HabitatStes within and in the vicinity of the (then) Suffolk Coastal District.

The Council has subsequently proddca Recreational Avoidance and

Mitigation Strategy and requires payment towards mitigation of significant
effects fromresidentialdevelopments within 13km of the protected European

sites

5 SCLP12.29 falls partly within the Neighbourhood Plan area and partly within the adjoining parish of
Benhall.
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Assessment of likely effects of tl@axmundham
Neighbourhood Plan oHabitatStes

Table 3 below considers each policy of SexmundhanNeighbourhood Plan

in relation to whether there is potential for a likely significant effent

protected HabitatStes. This costitutes Stage 1 as set out under paragraph
1.4 above. Consideration is given to the characteristics and location of the
HabitatStes. The policies are considered within the context of the Local Plan
policies which thg must be in general conformityith, and which have
themselves been subject to Habitats Regulations Assessment, as set out in
section 4 above.
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Table 3: Likely significant effects of thraft SaxmundhaniNeighbourhood Plan

Policy Assessment of potential impact oHabitat Sites Habitat Sitesthat could Likely significant | AA
possibly be affected effect identified | needed?
SAX1General This policy sets out a number @ésign criteria for new None. None. No.

Design Principle| development in the Neighbourhood Plan area in order to
reflect localdistinctiveness andharacter and contribute to a
high quality, sustainable environment.

The policy builds on SCLP11.1: Design Quality of the Loca
The Habitats Regulation Assessment of Policy SCLP11.1
concluded no likely significant effects.

This policy will not have a direct effect on any Habitat Sites
no likely significant effas are identified.

SAXZExpansion | This policy sets out a number of criterglating to the None. None. No.
of Existing expansion or intensification of existing businesses within th
Businesses Neighbourhood Plan area.

Policy SAX2 iscualitative policy whictbuilds on SCI4R3:
Expansion and Intensification of Employment Saethe Local
Plan. The Habitats Regutat Assessment of Policy SEL3P
concluded no likely significant effects.

This policy will not have a direct effect on any Habitat Sites
no likely significant effects are identified.

SAXNew This policy sets out a numbef employment and business None. None. No.
Businesses uses that will be supported within the Neighbourhood Plan
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Policy Assessment of potential impact oHabitat Sites Habitat Sitesthat could Likely significant | AA
possibly be affected effect identified | needed?
area. These uses are encouraged to locate within existing &
proposed employment areas within the town.
Policy SAX3 iscualitative policy whictbuilds on SCI4E3:
Expansion and Intensification of Employment Saethe Local
Plan. The Habitats Regulation Assessment of PolicdSCLP
concluded no likely significant effects.
This policy will not have a direct effect any Habitat Sites an
no likely significant effects are identified.
SAXZProtecting | This policyesists the loss community facilities and amenitie; None. None. No.
Valued Local within the Neighbourhood Plan area.
Community
Facilities and Polioy SAX is aqualitative policy whichbuilds on SCI8PL:
Amenities Community facilities and assefBhe Habitats Regulation
Assessment of Policy SBLIRconcluded no likely significant
effects.
This policy will not have a direct effect on any Habitat Sites
no likely significant effects are identified.
SAXNew This policysupports the provision of new or improved None. None. No.
Community community facilitiesvithin the Neighbourhood Plan area.
Facilities

Policy SAXis aqualitative policy whichbuilds on SCLP8.1.:

Community facilities and assefBhe Habitats Regulation
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Policy

Assessment of potential impact oHabitat Sites

Habitat Sitesthat could
possibly be affected

Likely significant
effect identified

AA
needed?

Assessment of Policy SCLP8.1 concluded no likely significa
effects.

This policy will not have a direct effect on any Habitat Sites
no likelysignificant effects are identified.

SAX@mproving
Connectivity

This policysupports proposals to improve cycling, walking af
disabled accesacross the townThe policyequires
development proposalt incorporatesafecycleand
pedestrian accesandlinksinto the existing network and
access tdacilities within thewider Neighbourhood Plan area.
The policy supports the creation gfeen corridors connecting
with neighbouringvillages.

Thispolicy has no direct impacts dtabitat Stesandtherefore
no likely significant effects have been identified.

None.

None.

No.

SAXTFootpaths
and Right of
Way

This policy supports therotection andenhancement of the
existing Public Rights of Way network in the Neighbourhoo
Plan area.

Thispolicy has no direct impacts dtabitatStes andtherefore
no likely significant effects have been identifidthe policy
may have indirect positive effects on Habitat Sites by ensur
access to local recreation opportunities, thereby reducing
potential for increased pressure on Habitat Sites.

None.

None.

No.

SAX8&arking
Provision

This policy seeks to ensure that sufficientifédd parking is

provided on new development and requires all new residen

None.

None.

No.

10
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Policy

Assessment of potential impact oHabitat Sites

Habitat Sitesthat could
possibly be affected

Likely significant
effect identified

AA
needed?

development to meet the parking standards contained in th
2019 Suffolk County Council Parking Guidaifibés policy

includes a nurber of criteria relating to car parking design af
layout.

Policy SAXis a qualitative policy which builds on STPP
Parking proposals and standarlsthe Local Plan. The
Habitats Regulation Assessment of Policy 3QIcBncluded
no likely significat effects. This policy will not have a direct
effect on any Habitat Sites and no likely significant effects g
identified.

SAXWindfall
and Infill
Development

This policy sets out a number of criteria relatingmimdfall and
infill developmentwithin the Neighbourhood Plan area.

Policy SAXis a qualitative policy which builds on SEIZPInfill
and garden developmendf the Local Plan. The Habitats
Regulation Assessment of Policy SCL&éoncluded no likely
significant effets. This policy will not have a direct effect on
any Habitat Sites and no likely significant effects are identif

None.

None.

No.

SAX10Housing
Mix

This policy sets out an approach to housing mix for new
residential developments within the Neighbowtd Plan area
The policy gives particular support to smaller units, housing
older people, vulnerable people or those with special needs
and affordable housing.

None.

None.

No.

11




SaxmundhanNeighbourhood Plan
Habitats Regulations AssessmeiMay 2022

Policy

Assessment of potential impact oHabitat Sites

Habitat Sitesthat could
possibly be affected

Likely significant
effect identified

AA
needed?

Policy 8X10 does not promote residential development,
beyond what is set out in the Local PI&AX10 is a qualitative
policy which builds o8CLP5.8: Housing Mikthe Local Plan.
The Habitats Regulation Assessment of Policy SCLP5.8
concluded no likely significaeffects. This policy will not have
a direct effect on any Habitat Sites and no likely significant
effects are identified.

SAX1Historic
Town Centre
and
Conservation
Area

This policy sets outaumber ofcriteria for protecting ad
enhancinghe Saxmundham Conservation Area and the To\
Centre including an approach to signage, shopfronts and st
furniture.

Policy 8XL1 is aqualitative policywhichdoes notin itself
promote residential development beyond what is set out in
the Local PlarSAX1 builds onpoliciesSCLP11.3: Historic
Environmentand SCLP11.5: Conservation Areéthe Local
Plan. The Habitats Regulation AssessmepbbttiesSCLP1.3
and SCLP11céoncluded no likely significant effects. This pol
will not have a direct effect on any Habitat Sites and no like
significant effects are identified.

None.

None.

No.

SAX12Non
designated
Heritage Assets

The policy identifies3non-designated heritage
assets, and sets out an overall approach to protecting thes¢
assets.

The policy builds on Policy SCLP18lddesignated heritage

assetsf the Local Plan. The Habitats Regulation Assessme

None.

None.

No.

12
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Policy Assessment of potential impact oHabitat Sites Habitat Sitesthat could Likely significant | AA
possibly be affected effect identified | needed?
of Policy SCLP11.6 concluded no likely significant effects. ]
policy will not have a direct effect on any Habitat Sites and
likely significant effects are identified.
SAX13 This policy seeks farotect landscapesetting andcharacter of | None. None. No.
Gateways, Views the Neighbourhood Plan area.
and Landscape
Setting of The policyidentifies 7 important local views which should be|
Saxmundham | conserved and enhanced and four Gregateways.
This policy builds on SCLP10.4: Landscape Character of th
Suffolk Coastal Local Plan. The Habitats Regulation Asses;
of the Local Plan identified no likely significant effects from
policy SCLP10.4. Therefore poi#yX13will not result inany
likely significant effects.
SAX14 This policy seeks farotect and enhance existing ecological | None. None. No.

Protection and
Enhancement of
Natural Assets

assetsnetworks and wildlife corridors the Neighbourhood
Plan area. The policy alpoovides support for biodiversity nef
gan. The supporting text makes specific referertioehe
Recreational Disturbance Avoidance and Mitigation Strateg
(RAMS).

Policy SAX14 does not in itself promote residential
developmentbeyond what is set out in the Local Pldine
policy builds on SCLP10.1: Biodiversity and Geodiversity
SCLP10.4: Landscape Character of the Suffolk Coastal Log

Plan.PolicySAX14ontributes towards the principles of the

13
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Policy Assessment of potential impact oHabitat Sites Habitat Sitesthat could Likely significant | AA
possibly be affected effect identified | needed?
enhancement of the wider ermanment and therefore no
likely significant effects are identified.
SAX15 This policy identifies and protectle existing community None. None. No.
Community garden at the former Fromus Ceatand requires all new
Gardens and major residential development tmake provision for a
Allotments proportionate area of land for a community garden or
allotments
This policy builds on SELR Allotmentsof the Suffolk Coasta
Local Plan. The Habitats Regulation Assesswofehe Local
Plan identified no likely significant effects from policy 8C3.P
Therefore policy SA¥ill not result in any likely significant
effects.
SAX16 This policy identities and protecid Local Green Spaces. None. None. No.
Protection of
Existing Local | The policy may have indirect positive effects on Habitat Site
Green Spaces | by ensuring access to local green spaces, thereby reducing
potential for increased pressure on Habitat Sites. Therefore
likely sgnificant effects are identified.
SAXGN1 This policy builds on Local Plan allocation policy SC1912.2| None. None. No.

Connecting the
Garden
Neighbourhood

South Saxmundham Garden Neighbourho®lis site consists
of approximately 67.Ba of land to thesouth of Saxmundham
which includes land within the parish of Benh@hesite is
allocated foran education led development, comprising
primary school provision, community facilities, employment
land and open space alongside a variety of residential

14
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Policy

Assessment of potential impact oHabitat Sites

Habitat Sitesthat could
possibly be affected

Likely significant
effect identified

AA
needed?

developmentof approximately800dwellings.

Polioy SAXGN#Adds detail to the Local Plan policy in relation
how any new development coming forwaad part of the
Local Plan allocatioshould ensure suitable connections (in
particular cycle and pedestrian connections) into the existin
settlement.The policy also addresses movement within the
allocation and the promotion of sustainable transport.

This policy does not in itself promote additional developmer
beyond what is already allocated in the Local Plan, and will
therefore result in any likely significant effects.

SAXGNDreen
Infrastructure
Links

This policy builds on Local Plan allocation policy SCLP12.2
South Saxmundham Garden Neighbourhood. This site con
of approximately 67.8ha of land to the south of Saxmundha
which includes land within the parish of Benhall. The site is
allocated for & education led development, comprising
primary school provision, community facilities, employment
land and open space alongside a variety of residential
developmentof approximately800dwellings.

PolicySAXGNZ2 adds detail to the Local Plan policy atioal to
green infrastructurgequirements including connections to
the wider surrounding countryside, the creation of a landsc
buffer (green zone) to the north of the site, the provision of

{!'bD 2y We¢KS [F@8SNARQ ol & NJ

None.

None.

No.

15
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Policy

Assessment of potential impact oHabitat Sites

Habitat Sitesthat could
possibly be affected

Likely significant
effect identified

AA
needed?

retention of trees and hedgerows, wider landscape
requirements and the provision of new allotments/ commun
gardens.

This policy dog not in itself promote additional development|
beyond what is already allocated in the Local Plan, and will
therefore result in any likely significant effects.

SAXGN3
Community
Facilities

This policy builds on Local Plan allocatiotiqy SCLP12.29:
South Saxmundham Garden Neighbourhood. This site con
of approximately 67.8ha of land to the south of Saxmundha
which includes land within the parish of Benhall. The site is
allocated for an education led development, comprising
primary school provision, community facilities, employment
land and open space alongside a variety of residential
developmentof approximately800dwellings.

Policy SAXG\adds detail to the Local Plan policy in relation
communityinfrastructure requirements in accordance with tk
requirements set out in the Local Plan policy.

This policy does not in itself promote additional developmer
beyond what is alreadgllocated in the Local Plan, and will n
therefore result in any likely significant effects.

None.

None.

No.

SAXTCTown
Centre

The policy supports enhancing thkidrancy of Saxmundham
town centre. The policy suppostthe continued use of the
towncentrex | YR LINRP LI &l fa GKI G

None.

None.

No.

16
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Policy

Assessment of potential impact oHabitat Sites

Habitat Sitesthat could
possibly be affected

Likely significant
effect identified

AA
needed?

Overarching
Strategy

The policy also includes criteria relating to traffic impacts,
connectivity, and the rolef key buildings as a focal point in
the town.

This policy does not in itHgoromote additional development
which willimpact on Habitat sites and therefore no likely
significant effects have been identified.

SAXSABStation
Area

This policy highlights a number @generation opportunities
in the area around the railway station. These include
opportunities to improve connectivity to the towecentre and
deliver visual and environmental improvements.

This policysupportsthe redevelopment and enhancement
part or all of the area, but does not in itself constitute a site
allocation andherefore no likely significant effects have bee
identified.

None.

None.

No.

SAXSFR1
Redevelopment
and
environmental
enhancement
opportunities at
Street Farm
Road

This policydentifiesopportunities intwo areas for potential
redevelopment and environmental enhancemeite policy
highlights opportunities to deliver new car parking provision
commercial and employment development, and open spack
linked to exwsting walking opportunities.

This policysupportsthe redevelopment and enhancement of
the areas, but does not in itself constitute a site allocation ar

therefore no likely significant effects have been identified.

None.

None.

No.

17
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Policy Assessment of potential impact oHabitat Sites Habitat Sitesthat could Likely significant | AA
possibly be affected effect identified | needed?

SAXFSEromus | This policy highlights opportunitiésr environmental and None. None. No.
Square visual enhancements in the Fromus Square aféese include

opportunities toenhancethe retail, hospitality and leisure

offer inthe areaandimprove connectivity to thénigh street.

This policysupportsenhancements and improvements in the

areabut does not in itself constitute a site allocation and

therefore no likely significant effects have been identified.
SAXFCEormer | This policysets out support for the delivery diousing and None. None. No.
Fromus Centre | open spacen the site in particularthe provision of specialist
site and housing Thepolicy seeks to protect the existimgmmunity
Community garden as open space and supports improved connectivity
Garden permeability both across the site and through to ttoevn

centre and the Garden Neighbourhood.

This policysupportsredevelopment of the sitehut does not in
itself constitute a site allocation and therefore no likely
significant effects have been identified.

18
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Summary and conclusions

TheSaxmundhaniNeighbourhood Plan wiirovide policiesvhich will be used
for determining planning applications alongside tl@ast Suffolk Council
Suffolk Coastal Local PJag02Q It includes locally specificriteria-based
policies to be used for the determation of planningapplications.The Plan
doesnot allocate any sites for development.

The Neighbourhood Plan is being prepared to be in general conformity with
the relevant policies inhe East Suffolk Councibuffolk Coastal Local Plan
September 2020

Natural England wereonsulted on a draft of this Screening Statement as
statutory nature conservation body. Their response is contained in Appendix
4.

The SaxmundhanmNeighbourhood plan includeadequate referenceo the
requirements of the Suffolk Coast RAMIS] additional green infrastructure
requirements and therefore it is conclded that the Saxmundham
Neighbourhood Plan will not lead to any adverse effectpmtected Habitat
Stes.

Signed: Dated:25.05.2022

Andrea McMillan
Planning ManagefPolicy, Delivery and Specialist Services
East Suffolk Council

19
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Appendix 1: Sources of background information

- Habitats Regulations Assessment for the Suffolk Coastal LocaitFenal
Draft Plan stage (December 2018)

- Habitats Regulations Assessment Recreational Disturbance Avoidance and
Mitigation Strategy for Ipswich Borough, Babergh District, Mid Suffolk District
and East Suffolk Councils (May 2019)

- East Suffolk Counebuffolk Coastal Local Pl&gptember 2020
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Appendix 2: Locations éfabitatStes

Special Protection Areas

D Saxmundham Neighbourhood Area D 20km Buffer @ Special Protection Area
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Special Areas of Conservation
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