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What is the purpose of this document?  
 

This document contains all representations received to the additional consultation 

in relation to the Site Assessment Report which was held from the 9th May 2023 to 

30th May 2023. 
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Berlain Ltd (Consilium Land Ltd) 

Introduction  

Section 4.1 of the AECOM Neighbourhood Plan Site Assessment Report 2018 erroneously 

stated that the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG) had undertaken a Call for Sites 

exercise. The NPSG considered that this was not considered necessary “In light of the 

extensive number of sites identified by ‘other processes’. 

This error was acknowledged footnote 3 (page 36) in the Sustainability Report incorporating 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (July 2022). The submitted version of the Site 

Assessment Report did not show this error which means the document was inconsistent 

with the Sustainability Report incorporating Strategic Environmental Assessment footnote 3. 

The Inspector has invited consultees to review the version of the Site Assessment Report 

that was intended to be submitted (and which contained the incorrect statement in section 

4.1) and to provide an opportunity to comment. 

The following are comments made on behalf of Berlain Ltd. 

Comments 

In preparing any plan it is an essential requirement that the evidence upon which it is based 

is robust and consistent throughout all documents and supporting evidence. 

The Call for Sites exercise is a core discipline in plan making and many Councils go through a 

rigorous and time-consuming process in this regard before they produce any options for 

consultation. This is for good reason. The information gathered in a Call for Sites exercise 

enables a plan making body to have current knowledge of the aspirations of a landowner, 

potential site constraints and provides that body with the ability to judge for themselves 

whether there is a realistic prospect of any site being developed and to determine its 

contribution to the development needs of the community being planned if it is taken 

forward for development. 

There is a good deal of investment (not least in terms of time) that is made by every 

consultee to the plan making process. The very least that can be expected by such 

participants is that the sites that they comment on are available for development. This is not 

the case with the emerging WMNP sites due to the inconsistency in the supporting reports 

upon which it is based. 

The two sites that have emerged as potential residential allocations both have deficiencies 

WICK13 is subject to a ransom which raises viability issues and WICK12 is, by admission of its 

landowner, potentially unavailable at all, only possibly towards the end of the plan period.  
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The plan is for the period 2018 to 2036. Why should meeting the needs of the village be put 

off for another 13 years or possibly never? It is entirely plausible that neither site will be 

developed in this time. I spoke with the family that owns WICK12 about two years ago and it 

was quite clear at that time that there was little interest if any, in developing their land. 

There are a number of family members who have an interest in WICK12 all of whom would 

need to agree to sell the land in order for it to be available. 

A Call for Sites exercise would at least have created the opportunity to interrogate whether 

these and other potential sites were truly available. The fact that this stage has been 

omitted is, I suggest, a fundamental flaw that goes to the heart of this plan. 

I fully appreciate that the Inspector does not wish to hear a repeat of comments made on 

the submitted Plan during the earlier consultation process (in November/December 2022). I 

have however attached a copy of my response to the pre-submission version of the plan 

dated 29th March 2019 which provides clear evidence as to why the WMNP did not 

undertake a robust Call for Sites. 

It is my contention, based on the evidence in my response to the pre-submission version, 

that the NPSG were not interested in a Call for Sites exercise which objectively assessed the 

potential sites in all supporting documents. The NPSG were, by admission of its Chairman 

(See Note 1) mainly interested in trying to prevent two sites (previously favoured by the 

District Council) from being considered for development. 

The lack of consistency in the reports is symptomatic of the underlying negative basis upon 

which the plan has been prepared. The inability to demonstrate that the plan has been 

positively prepared is a fundamental problem and it is my contention that it would be to the 

detriment of the planning system to permit this Neighbourhood plan to continue.  

In making this submission I would like to request that I am notified of East Suffolk Council’s 

decision whether to accept the Examiners’ recommendation and future progress with the 

plan. 

             

Note 1 - On the 26th March 2015 (three months before the NP Committee first met) The 

Chairman of the Parish Council (who was also the Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan 

Committee) demonstrated bias in his statement to the East Anglian Daily Times; 

“In essence we are trying everything we can to stop Suffolk Coastal building on the Glebe 

Allotments,” 
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East Suffolk Water Management Board 

(Water Management Alliance) 

Thank you for reconsulting the East Suffolk Water Management Board. After reviewing the 

new information submitted, the Board has no further comments to make since our letter 

submitted under the reference 23_07727_P (dated 21/02/2023 and attached for your 

reference). 

Please note that on the initial letter it refers to ‘East Suffolk Internal Drainage Board’. The 

Board has been reconstituted since our previous comments and therefore is now the East 

Suffolk Water Management Board. 
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Michael Hughes 

As so often is the case, East Suffolk District Council documents are completely impenetrable 

to ordinary council tax payers. 

In this case the reference is to "footnote 3 on page 36", with an error in section 4.1. 

Yet, click on the link provided and up comes page 37. 

I have attempted every way I can to find page 36 without success  -  while section 4.1 on 

page 37 is nothing more than a statement of fact. 

I am not stupid and quite computer savvy. But I have to admit that once again East Suffolk 

council has defeated me. 

MH. 
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Natural England 

Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 09 May 2023. 

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that 
the natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present 
and future generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development. 
 
Natural England is a statutory consultee in neighbourhood planning and must be consulted 
on draft neighbourhood development plans by the Parish/Town Councils or Neighbourhood 
Forums where they consider our interests would be affected by the proposals made. 
 
Natural England does not have any specific comments on the Wickham Market 
Neighbourhood Plan Additional Consultation. 

For any further consultations on your plan, please contact: 
consultations@naturalengland.org.uk. 
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