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Building for Life 12 (BfL12) is a way of working
that local communities, home builders and
local authorities are invited to use as a design
tool for creating better designed homes and
neighbourhoods.

Barratt has been using Building for Life 12 since it was introduced, it’s an
important tool to demonstrate to local authorities that we have carefully
thought about the design and sustainability of our development in a
structured, objective way. It gives people confidence in the quality of our
finished product.

Adam Tillion, Regional Technical Director, Barratt Homes
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To improve the approach to design, the Government proposes to amend

the National Planning Policy Framework to... recognise the value of using

a widely accepted design standard, such as Building for Life in shaping and
assessing basic design principles. These principles are crucial to the success
of a scheme, but often get less attention than what a house looks like.

They should be reflected in plans and be given sufficient weight in the
planning process.

Department for Communities and Local Government (2017) Fixing our broken housing market, p.29-30.

David Birkbeck and
Stefan Kruczkowski Vo

www.builtforlifehomes.org



