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Non-technical summary 
The Suffolk Coastal Site Allocations and Area Specific Policies Proposed Submission document was published 
for representations on 18th April 2016 to 31st May 2016 in relation to the soundness of the document.   The 
Proposed Submission document was accompanied by a Habitats Regulations Assessment and an Addendum 
to that Assessment.  The Examination in Public hearings took place between Tuesday 30th August and Friday 
2nd September in the Suffolk District Council’s Council Chamber. 

Following the hearings, the Inspector and Suffolk Coastal District Council have agreed that some modifications 
should be made to the plan before it can be adopted.  There are ‘main modifications’ which provides a change 
to the plan, and ‘additional changes’ which are improvements such as correcting spelling errors and grammar 
but which do not change policy. 

The purpose of this addendum is to assess, under the Habitats Regulations, the modifications to the Local 
Plan document prior to adoption.  

No policy modification was sufficient to require any detailed consideration to changes to effect upon 
European sites.  None of the modifications were assessed as altering the previous HRA conclusion that there 
would be no likely significant effect upon any European site arising from the Local Plan document as 
modified following the Examination. 
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1 Introduction
1.1 Commission

1.1.1 The Landscape Partnership was commissioned by Suffolk Coastal District Council to carry out a 
Habitats Regulations Assessment of post-Examination modifications, of the Site Allocations and 
Area-Specific Policies Local Plan document. 

1.2 Current stage of Local Plan document 

1.2.1 The Suffolk Coastal Site Allocations and Area-Specific Policies Proposed Submission document 
was published for representations in relation to the soundness of the document.  Representations 
could have been made from 18th April 2016 to 31st May 2016.  The Proposed Submission document 
was accompanied by a Habitats Regulations Assessment (The Landscape Partnership, February 
2016) and an Addendum to that Assessment (The Landscape Partnership, March 2016). 

1.2.2 Following representations on soundness of the Local Plan document, The Planning Inspectorate 
appointed Mrs Elizabeth Hill BSc (Hons) BPhil MRTPI to conduct an independent examination into 
the soundness of the submitted documents in accordance with the relevant legal requirements.  
The hearings took place between Tuesday 30th August and Friday 2nd September in the Council 
Chamber, Melton Hill, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP12 1AU. 

1.2.3 Following the hearings, the Inspector and Suffolk Coastal District Council have agreed that some 
modifications should be made to the plan before it can be adopted.  There are ‘main modifications’ 
which provides a change to the plan, and ‘additional changes’ which are improvements such as 
correcting spelling errors and grammar but which do not change policy. 

1.3 Conclusions of the Habitats Regulations Assessment of the Proposed 
Submission document 

1.3.1 The Habitats Regulations Assessment for the Site Allocations and Area-Specific Policies Local Plan 
document Proposed Submission Document concluded that there would be no likely significant 
effect upon European sites from the Plan acting alone or in combination with other relevant plans. 

1.4 Legislation and Policy background 

1.4.1 Please refer to the Habitats Regulations Assessments mentioned above for further details. 

1.5 The purpose of this addendum 

1.5.1 The purpose of this addendum is to assess, under the Habitats Regulations, the modifications to 
the Local Plan document prior to adoption. 

1.6 Reporting standards 

1.6.1 This report was written in compliance with British Standard 42020:2013 ‘Biodiversity — Code of 
practice for planning and development’ and the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental 
Management’s (CIEEM) Code of Professional Conduct. 

1.6.2 This report was prepared in accordance with the CIEEM ‘Guidelines for Ecological Report Writing’ 
as updated December 2015.   

1.6.3 The report was prepared by Nick Sibbett . The report was reviewed by Dr Jo Parmenter, Director 
of The Landscape Partnership. 
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2 Likely Significant Effect of Modifications 
2.1 Methodology 

2.1.1 Each modification was initially reviewed to identify any changes to policy.  Those modifications 
which resulted in no change to policy were identified as having no likely significant effect on any 
European site.  Those modifications which resulted in a policy change, or altered text in the plan, 
were given more detailed consideration.  In particular, any change to policy was assessed to 
identify if, or how, the change could affect a European site. 

2.1.2 Modifications were Main Modifications (which influenced policy or supporting text) or Additional 
Changes which consisted of minor changes such as correcting spelling or presentational matters. 

2.1.3 Appendix 1 lists all modifications and the assessment of each modification. 

2.2 Conclusions 

2.2.1 No policy modification was considered to have potential to give rise to a change which might give 
rise to an effect upon European sites.  None of the modifications were assessed as altering the 
previous HRA conclusion that there would be no likely significant effect upon any European site 
arising from the Local Plan document as modified following the Examination and no further 
detailed consideration is required. 
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3 Consultations and iterations 
3.1 Consultations and iterations at Proposed Submission document stage. 

3.1.1 The Habitats Regulations Assessment (The Landscape Partnership, February 2016) and 
addendum (The Landscape Partnership, March 2016) which accompanied the Proposed 
Submission draft described the consultations and iterations up to that point. 

3.2 Representations to the Examination in Public. 

3.2.1 Responses to the Proposed Submission draft can be found on Suffolk Coastal District Council’s 
website1.  There were no representations on the Habitats Regulations Assessment and addendum. 

3.2.2 However, Suffolk Wildlife Trust supported the joint approach being taken by the council, alongside 
Ipswich BC and Babergh DC, to producing and implementing a strategic approach to mitigating 
recreational impacts on Natura 2000 sites from new development [as described in the Core 
Strategy / HRA].  Suffolk Wildlife Trust also said that mitigation measures identified in Core 
Strategy policies SP20 and SP21 should be spatially and temporally identified within the site 
allocations plan, in order to ensure that they are delivered at appropriate times as the identified 
development is delivered. 

3.2.3 Robert Hobbs of Ipswich Borough Council welcomed the fact that the Borough Council’s previous 
comments on Habitats Regulations Assessment had been taken into consideration.  Further 
comments were made regarding the Country Park being provided as mitigation for the amount 
of housing growth in Ipswich Borough and Suffolk Coastal District. 

3.2.4 The Habitats Regulations Assessment and addendum, or related discussions about impact on 
European sites, was not included within the programme for the Examination in Public hearing. 

                                               
1 http://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Planning/Suffolk-Coastal-Local-Plan/Joint-Examination-Document-
Library/F02-Representations-on-the-Site-Allocations-and-Area-Specific-Policies.pdf accessed on 3rd October 
2016
















































































































