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Meeting: 10th December 2025: 12:45 — 15:00
Location: MS Teams
Chair: James Meyer

Sizewell C Limited (Sizewell C): Steve Mannings (SMan), Natalie Clifton (NC), Alison Milward
(AM), Luke Stevens (LS), Jack Raven (JR)

East Suffolk Council (ESC): James Meyer (JMe)

Suffolk County Council (SCC): Andrew Muray-Wood (AMW)

Attendees: Natural England (NE): Sean Mahoney (SM) Charis Russel-Smith (CRS),

Environment Agency (EA): Chris Strachan (CS), Ayden Hassan (AH)

RSPB: Adam Rowlands (ARow)

National Trust (NT): Neda Asadfalsafizadeh (NA), Emma Hay (EH)

Suffolk Wildlife Trust (SWT): Ben McFarland (BMcF)

Apologies: Sizewell C: Nelson Navarro, Nick Stayt, Alan Lewis

Meeting Notes:
Welcome

e SMan welcomed all to the meeting and provided a brief overview of the agenda for the session.
Actions and Previous Meetings

e SMan provided an update on the actions from the previous meeting, noting that a number were closed (as
included in the actions log at the end of the meeting notes), or would be closed following the information
presented in this meeting.

Noise and Piling update

e SMan shared the working hours for piling at the Temporary Sea Defence and noted work will be restricted
to these hours (7am-7pm Monday to Sunday) and the beach signage has been rationalised to reflect this.
AR noted there has been audible piling until 10pm from other sources. Action — Sizewell C to identify
which source audible piling is coming from, the working hours for this and works left for the SSSI
crossing. AR would welcome this information to share with volunteers for when questions are asked.

e SMan shared the contour Plan of noise transmitting across Minsmere South Levels to demonstrate that the
piling associated with temporary sea defence works closest to Minsmere would not be exceeding 70dB.
SMan confirmed this contour just shows a ‘bare earth’ noise contour to provide an illustration. Query
regarding passive noise monitors. SMan confirmed not required under the DCO, only noise monitoring with
relation to bats. AR Noted that there have been noise complaints at Minsmere from visitors but no
noticeable disturbance to birds — it was noted that information to communicate is important and mitigation
measures. EH queried the thresholds and noted that this should be kept under review. BMcF noted that the
70dB threshold should not be downplayed.

e MBIF Piling — SMan noted that piling should be carried out outside of the breeding bird season as per the
DCO - piling window for this year runs through to the end of April. Aim to undertake piling works from
January. Piling offshore is to be undertaken within daylight hours, other associated works will be extended
hours. AR noted that hides and office building have been shaking from the works and would welcome
information on activities and what is being experienced. Action: Sizewell C to organise a Site visit
regarding MBIF piling in order to help furnish RSPB with information when asked by visitors.
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Action: Sizewell C to refresh piling summaries and activities plans shared with RSPB and SWT and
share with whole EWG. Action to keep this up to date on a quarterly basis in 2026 via email.

e SMan noted that previous discussions were held regarding fitting a shroud to the piling for the temporary
sea defence. This has been discounted as unfeasible. Instead noise blankets were installed around the
works. For the MBIF hammer, the Junttan noise silencer has been proposed which would see significant
noise reduction. Action — Sizewell C to confirm if this is happening. Post Meeting note — this is
confirmed.

Coast Path Closure

e Approval is being sought to close the footpath during weekdays from January to March 2026 - AR noted
that the alternative route shown on the slides is not the latest proposed route as part of the path is prone to
flooding - SZC have discussed with NT/RSPB and are proposing an inland alternative that branches off at
Dunwich Heath and cuts back to Eastbridge using existing rights of way. Action — Sizewell C to circulate
updated plan of the route to the EWG.

Bats: Lighting and Noise Update

e SMan shared information on lighting available through the licence returns for bats. SMan shared the lighting
principles and noted only areas that need to be lit will be lit and PIR sensors are being rolled out where
practicable. Monitoring requirements are not rolled out officially until Phase 2 (start of bulk earthworks, due
to star in 2027) but monitoring is already being undertaken to ensure licence compliance.

¢ BMCcF asked if any thought been given to white/yellow warm lighting and noted that there is different
impacts to bats between the two. SM confirmed that this was taken into account at the crossing points as
per the bat licence and more generally across the site the lighting design is as per the DCO approved
lighting strategy. Action: SZC to share the lighting feasibility report for the crossing points that was
completed to inform the bat licence application. SM suggested that at the next meeting SZC'’s lighting
lead is invited to explain the overall approach for lighting. Action to invite the lead lighting engineer to
the next meeting to present approach to lighting design as per the DCO approved lighting strateqy
and bat licence.

Winter Lighting Plan

e SMan shared key points from the Winter Lighting Plan. BMcF commented that it would be beneficial to
close gaps in fencing as soon as possible. It was subsequently confirmed that had already happened.

e SMan noted that monitoring protocols are being developed driven by the licence requirements. SMan
shared the two small lighting exceedances in 2025 both affecting Bridleway 19. Reasoning was related to
the setting of the PIR sensor not turning fully off, this is being rectified. The second instance was due to
some light spill from an office block, also under investigation. Action: Sizewell C to share how/when this
has been rectified.

Noise Monitoring for Bats

e SMan noted that an extra pair of continuous noise monitors has been added. In Ash Wood and Goose Hill
to ensure that monitors are representative of sensitive boundaries around the site. All monitors have been
upgraded.

e BMcF queried why there is not a noise monitor at the bottom of Bridleway 19 due to importance to
Barbastelle. Action: to discuss matter further with IDW — BMcF /JM/AMW to be invited to bat
monitoring results meeting in January (date TBC).
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¢ In summary, 2025 noise monitoring demonstrates that noise was maintained at levels unlikely to disturb
bats. This conclusion is supported by the bat monitoring data demonstrating that Favourable Conservation
Status for bats is being maintained.

Proposed TEMMP Update (TEMMP and Licencing)
e SMan presented slides for Sizewell C’s current proposals regarding the TEMMP.

e The TEMMP is adaptive and needs to remain proportionate, informed by available evidence from surveys
undertaken to date. Now TCA Phase 1 is approaching completion it is an appropriate time to reconsider
survey scopes.

e SMAn presented slides on each category of monitoring:

- Habitat and Nature Reserves — no change proposed, aside from botanical, birds and invertebrate
monitoring every 3 years for Wild Aldhurst and Wild Studio. BMcF supported this proposal.

- Bats 1 —rationalisation proposed to statics, crossing points and radio tracking. BMcF concerned
regarding crossing points and carrying out survey every two years and how successful they have been,
risk it may take longer to see effect. JMe request sight of radio-tracking and static survey reports. BMcF
requested further discussion on this point outside of EWG forum. SMan confirmed this is the direction of
travel and proposals are open to discussion. CRS also noted concerns regarding cutting down crossing
point surveys to every 2 years. It was agreed that an evidence-led approach should be followed.

- Bats 2 — currently proposing to rationalise compensatory box monitoring. JMe noted that monitoring a
third at a time may not be representative of the population and difficult to identify if colonies remain or
have shrunk or moved. No change to bat barn or roost in buildings surveys.

- Birds — Rationalising breeding waterbirds, foraging marsh harrier, non-breeding waterbirds surveys
unless 2025 (breeding) or 2025/2026 (nin breeding) survey indicates significant decline from baseline.
No further surveys proposed for Wild Abbey breeding birds as habitat is established. AR view is that
approved monitoring through the DCO was at conservative end and would have preferred a higher level
of monitoring - requested clarification on what monitoring will be undertaken. NA noted that wildlife
behaviour may change in response to works undertaken in later phases of the Project and should be
considered. SMan noted Phase 1 is almost behind us and was the most impactful phase.

- Water vole and Otter — rationalisation to be discussed with Natural England. BMcF noted that SZC
should be vigilant regarding mink predation. SMan agreed. CRS requested further discussion.

- Badgers — proposal to increase monitoring regarding destroyed setts and to apply risk-based approach
to estate wide monitoring. Further discussion agreed with Natural England.

- Reptiles — proposal to relax habitat condition surveys and population surveys. BMcF requested that an
adder expert is consulted on proposals for monitoring. EWG noted that it would be useful to have
further discussion and expert advice to progress discussions on TEMMP provisions. SMan reiterated
that slides presented are initial thinking and can be developed.

- Invertebrates — SMan noted that the main driver for the aquatic invertebrate monitoring was driven by
WFD concerns around connectivity.

Further survey Reports
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e SMan presented a slide detailing the survey reports to be shared in next quarter (2026). It was agreed that
Sizewell C would provide further evidence for each topic area to provide the basis for the EWG to
confirm the survey approach remaining proportionate.

Wild Aldhurst
e LS presented an overview of management across the three wildlife reserves.
e LS provided an update of activities proposed in Q4 2025 and 2026.
Wild Studio
e Paused on rotational cutting and will be monitoring scrub extent. Areas of bare ground to be maintained.
Wild Abbey
e LS presented an update on the 5 main components set out in marsh harrier implementation plan.
AOB

e Action: SMan to speak with Simon Amstutz from National Landscapes Team reqgarding rangers and
branding.

o AMW Requested to explore coast-wide approach to deer monitoring and management._Action: LS to
contact AMW to discuss this matter further.

Next meeting date
e 11 March 2026
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Actions Log:

Date Raised Ref. Description Lead Date Due Status
Sizewell C to circulate updated plans | Sizewell )

03/09/2025 Sept-01 for MBIF and BLF piling c Next meeting | Closed
Sizewell C to share a figure showing | gjzewell

03/09/2025 Sept-02 | noise contours in the context of the C Next meeting | Closed
MDS and RSPB Minsmere.
Sizewell C to provide a summary of Sizewell )

03/09/2025 Sept-03 viability of shrouds on piling rigs. c Next meeting | Closed
Sizewell C to circulate wording on Sizewell

03/09/2025 Sept-04 | lighting temperature within the Bat C Next meeting | Closed
Licence.
Sizewell C to circulate 2025/26 winter | Sizewell | As soon as

03/09/2025 Sept-05 lighting plan C possible Closed
Sizewell C to confirm approach to Si I

03/09/2025 Sept-06 | monitoring of destroyed/retained setts Clzewe Next meeting | Closed
within the MDS in 2026
Sizewell C to identify which source Sizewell
audible piling is coming from, the C February

10/12/2025 Dec-01 working hours for this and works left 2026 Open
for the SSSI crossing
Sizewell C to organise a Site visit Sizewell
regarding MBIF piling and to confirm C
when piling is complete and to refresh February

10/12/2025 Dec-02 | the noise summary and activities plan 2026 / bi- Open
and share with the EWG and others. monthly
Sizewell C to keep this up to date bi-
monthly via email.
Sizewell C to confirm if for the MBIF Sizewell

10/12/2025 Dec-03 | hammer, the Junttan noise silenceris | ¢ January 2026 | Closed
being used
Sizewell C to circulate updated plan Sizewell

10/12/2025 Dec-04 | of the coastal path closure route to c February Open
the EWG. 2026
Sizewell C to review lighting in Sizewell | Next meeting
relation to the crossing points for c
different types of white lighting and to A

10/12/2025 Dec-05 | issue a note which sets out this p;sss?glr; as
spectrum, focussed on Phase 2
lighting and clarifies where red
lighting ends and white begins.
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Date Raised Ref. Description Lead Date Due Status
Sizewell C to invite the lead lighting
engineer to the next meeting to
present proposals.
Sizewell C to issue optioneering Sizewell
10/12/2025 Dec-06 report which should hold information C Next meeting Open
on use of red spectrum lighting.
To discuss reasoning for why there is | gizewell
no noise monitor at the bottom of C
Bridleway 19 further with IDW — February
10/12/2025 Dec-07 | BMcF /JM/AMW to be invited to bat 2026 Open
monitoring results meeting in January
(date TBC)
Sizewell C to confirm if radio-tracking | gizewell
is licensable and to clarify wording cC
regarding ‘non-licensable’ as itis a
licensable survey method. To confirm
10/12/2025 Dec-08 | if required under MDS bat licence. gggg“ary Closed
Post meeting note — confirmed as
non-licensable
Further discussion to be held on Sizewell .
10/12/2025 Dec-09 | TEMMP survey scope proposals C Next meeting | Open
List of survey reports to be circulated | gjzewell
so there is record of what has been C
i Februar
10/12/2025 Dec-10 | shared and when. Marsh harrier Yy 1)
ec foraging report to be added to the list. 2026 pen
SMan to speak with Simon Amstutz Sizewell
10/12/2025 Dec-11 from National Landscapes Team C Next Meeting | Open
regarding rangers and branding
LS to di d itori ith '
10/12/2025 Dec-12 | oy oo Geer montioring Wi Szewell | Next Meeting | Open

Author: Rebecca Jenkins (Sizewell C)
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