Pakefield Monthly Monitoring Report
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Name of ESC Inspector: Lucy Goodman

EASTSUFFOLK

COUNCIL

Reason for Inspection: Scheduled (monthly), Post-event/storm
Date & Time of Survey: 19 February 2026 13:55
Tidal State: 2 (Hours before/after Low Water)

Current and antecedent weather conditions: No surge today or in last few days but strong easterly winds >30mph last
night (18th Feb) with ~3m significant wave height approaching from east. Currently winds 20mph from ESE. Waves 2m
from NE spilling over the nearshore bars but dumping on foreshore.

Coastal Change over the Fishing boat Frontage: Gradient of upper beach much steeper in front of fishing boats. Dune
cliff recession evident since last inspection but gravel deposition at dune toe is significant. Beach levels healthy despite
strong easterly winds and high waves. The nearshore sandbars have dissipated a considerable amount of wave energy.

Image of fishing boat frontage 1.

Image of Fishing boat frontage 2.




Coastal change to North of Arbor Lane: Gravel deposition on upper foreshore and vegetated dunes, creating low
gradient ramp from beach to dune toe. Beach clearly shaped by surging waves with long run-up and weaker backwash.
The Gabions installed by Zayo to protect the exposed cable are fenced off. Some of the steel baskets have lost their fill.
Surrounding beach levels are healthy. Cliff toe erosion and denuded masonry on Arbor Lane steps indicate waves
reaching cliff toe here during high sea level events.

Images North of Arbor Lane 1.

Images North of Arbor Lane 2.




Comments on the rock revetment: Surrounding beach levels are healthy due to the veneer of sand and gravel recently
deposited. Cliffs immediately north of the rock continue to denude and fresh slips and back scars have appeared
between Arbor Lane steps and the rock. Lower rock boulders are infilled with gravel. Fence posts above and directly
behind rock structure are increasingly undercut. Access alongshore between the rock is ok if timed between the waves,
but is still not dry.

Asset Condition Grade: Grade 1: Very Good Cosmetic defects only; no impact on performance.

Image of rock revetment 1.

Coastal change South of Arbor Lane: One piece of concrete rifle wall toppled and buried by gravel. High back beach
levels south of rock, again due to gravel influx. Slight overhang of cliff top on certain profiles over Holiday Park frontage.
Wave action has scarped cliff toe but no piles of sand left at base of cliff. Lower gradient beach face than north of Arbor
Lane.



Images South of Arbor Lane 1.




Image South of Arbor Lane 3.

Coastal change over Pakefield Cliffs: Fresh cliff erosion and trees fallen on beach. Debris on strand line much more than
usual after last nights wave event. High beach levels over the southern extent and vast quantity of gravel deposited on
the shoulder of the Ness. Wide beach.

Images of Pakefield Cliffs 1.

Images of Pakefield Cliffs 2.




Comments on Benacre Ness: The head and shoulder of the Ness has ostensibly migrated north, well past 'Pontins' and
now approaching the eroded 'crack’ in the cliff face. Windblown sand from the south covers all the gravel and debris.
The vegetated cliffs behind the Ness have been protected from wave action. Lagoons within the Ness feature are
saturated and migrating north with the Ness. Embryo dunes caused by windblown sand also appear further north than
previous, due to wider beach.

Image of Ness 1.

Image of Ness 2.

Comments on signage: Tide times updated till end of March. One sign defaced on seaward facing concrete wall.

Image of signage 1.




Images of Signage 2.

Image of Signage 3.

Comments on Hazards: Cliff face debris concentrated over Holiday Park frontage. Concrete platform and fencing
overhanging. Unstable cliff face but not overly steep due to slumping, hence does not pose a severe risk to public health
and safety.

Image of Hazards 1.




Image of Hazards 3.

Any other issues or follow-up required: Surging waves with a strong uprush have been constructive for the shoreline,
during this event. Closely monitor, with Asset Management, the area between Arbor Lane steps and the rock revetment.
Consider GNSS monitoring i.e repeat spot heights going forward to quantify changing levels.

Image of other issues:



