
Pakefield Monthly Monitoring Report 
 

Name of ESC Inspector: Lucy Goodmam 

Reason for Inspection: Scheduled (monthly) 

Date & Time of Survey: 31 March 2026 @15:36 

Tidal State: Low Water 

 

Current and antecedent weather conditions: Light winds, low wave height, no surge today. Stronger winds but from the 

west last weekend. Some high sea level events since last inspection due to the spring equinox triggering higher-than-

average "equinoctial" tides in March due to the sun aligning with the equator and having a greater gravitational pull. 

 

Coastal Change over the Fishing boat Frontage: Slight lowering of foreshore around timber groynes, as more piles seem 

more exposed but this illusion could just be the low tidal state. Healthy upper beach volumes with a gravel ramp infilling  

at base of the dune supporting the fishing boats. Cable reburial project by Zayo with ESC asset management appears 

successful. No trace of gabions left behind.  

Image of fishing boat frontage 1. 

 

Image of Fishing boat frontage 2. 

 

 



Coastal change to North of Arbor Lane: Lower gradient beach than previous due to accretion. Gravel on upper beach 

forming a berm, with a predominantly sandy foreshore. Finer gravel with beach cusps just forming at the low water 

mark. No obvious increase in cliff toe or beach cliff erosion since previous inspection. No increase in scour around the 

base of Arbor Lane Steps. 

Images North of Arbor Lane 1. 

 

Images North of Arbor Lane 2. 

 

Images North of Arbor Lane 3. 

 



 

Comments on the rock revetment: Accretion has raised the beach level around the rock. There is >25m of dry beach 

between sea water and rock at low tide. Minor but obvious mass movement on the bare cliff face directly behind rock 

revetment. Gravel infilling the bay to the south of the rock, as before. Graffiti on concrete wall and defacing two NCOR 

signs. 

Asset Condition Grade: Grade 2: Good Minor defects that don't reduce overall performance. 

Image of rock revetment 1. 

 

Image of rock revetment 2. 

 

 



Coastal change South of Arbor Lane: Rise in back beach levels is ostensible relative to cliff toe. Laterally extensive gravel 

berm and sandy foreshore, same gradient or shallower than north of rock. No obvious cliff top, face or toe erosion. 

Debris and pipework hanging off cliff face as usual beneath the Holiday Park frontage, but no obvious movement or 

increase in debris. 

Images South of Arbor Lane 1. 

 

Images South of Arbor Lane 2. 

 

 

 



Coastal change over Pakefield Cliffs: No wild changes since previous. Minor mass movements such as cracking and 

slumping have occurred due to wet weather and top-down erosion. Debris slide at southern end of Holiday Park 

frontage looks particularly untidy, coming from removed cliff-top structures. Fallen Trees on cliff face, as before, indicate 

little change. 

Images of Pakefield Cliffs 1. 

 

Images of Pakefield Cliffs 2. 

 

Images of Pakefield Cliffs 3. 

 



 

Comments on Benacre Ness: Long spit extending north-east from the Ness' shoulder appears wider at landward end - 

partly due to low tidal state. Ness evidently continuing to migrate north. The neck is now well past Pontins footpath and 

in line with the Model Flying Club grounds. The width of beach behind the Ness' neck is wide enough to support embryo 

dunes. Lots of wind blown sand captured at the back of the beach in recent strong wind events.  

Image of Ness 1. 

 

Image of Ness 2. 

 



 

Comments on signage: Tide information signage is present with QR code working. Tide tables replaced in Cliftonville 

Road and Pontins sign boards, till mid May 2026. Signs are looking pitted and weathered. NCOR Signage on rock has 

been vandalised with graffiti - see photo 2. Consider replacing these. 

Image of signage 1. 

 

Images of Signage 2. 

 

Image of Signage 3. 

 



 

Comments on Hazards: Nothing new to report. Only the same debris at base of cliffs including WW2 scaffolding. Some 

has been covered by sediment.  

 

Any other issues or follow-up required: Report defaced NCOR signs. 

 

Mini-drone images captured: Yes - same day 

 

 

 


