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RIGHTS OF WAY WORKING GROUP 

Meeting Type: DoO Governance Group Meeting 

Date: 4th March 2026 

Venue: MS Teams 

Meeting Chair:  Andrew Woodin (SCC) 

SZC Attendees: 
Daniel Piercy (DP) – Proxy for RB, Rebecca Quigg (RQ) – Transport Coordinator, John 

Pelham (JP), Michelle Emmerson-Grey (MEG), Jen Mills (JM), Jessamy Pearce (JPE) 

Regulatory 
Attendees: 

SCC: Andrew Woodin (AW), David Falk (DF), Annette Robinson (AR), Claire Dickson 

(CD) 

ESC: Sarah Potter (SP) 

Apologies: Richard Bull (SZC), Niki Pieri (SZC) 

Quorum: Attendees highlighted in bold are quorate voting members. 

Meeting Record 
produced by: 

Jessamy Pearce 

Next Meeting Date: 3rd June 2026 

 

Summary / Key Discussion 

Meeting Notes:  

INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW OF PREVIOUS ACTIONS 

Actions: 

Date Raised Ref. Description Lead Update 

02/12/2025 
1 SCC to identify resource with time allocation to 

help deliver PRoW fund. 
SCC Closed 

02/12/2025 
2 SZC to introduce list of external media platforms 

for information to be shared with. SZC Closed 

02/12/2025 

3 Confirmation of data requested by group to be 
clarified to SZC. SZC can then provide data on 
numbers of enquiries and complaints in relation to 
Public Rights of Way. 

RoWWG 
members 
with data 
request 

Closed 

02/12/2025 

4 Feedback from monthly coordination meetings 
with Scottish Power, SZC and other colleagues to 
be added to roles and responsibilities for 
communication and community relations. 

SZC Closed 

02/12/2025 

5 SCC and ESC will feedback any other comments 
on comms plan to the group following further time 
to review the document. 

SCC/ESC On-going 
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02/12/2025 

6 Leiston Walking and Cycling Fund – SZC to 
replace diversion sign shared with an improved 
notice to show diversion within context of wider 
network. 

JP Closed 

02/12/2025 

7 SCC to share photographs and information of 
recent improvement with ESC to share with 
members as good news story. 

AR Closed 

 

Review of Previous Actions 

• Action 1: picked up in agenda - closed 

• Action 2: closed - JP produced list of media platforms as excel spreadsheet and was sent out to relevant 

parties. JP to add this into the comms plan. 

• Action 3: closed – SZC comms team are reporting and logging this. MEG to provide fortnightly reports to JP 

for bi-weekly PRoW meetings.  

• Action 4: closed. 

• Action 5: picked up in agenda – ongoing. 

• Action 6: closed – JP has actioned with more user friendly signs. 

• Action 7: closed. 

 

ACTION – JP to add list of media platforms to comms plan.  

ACTION - MEG to provide fortnightly reports to JP for bi-weekly PRoW meetings. 

 

Proposed changes to Rights of Way & Access management structure 

 

• David Falk is retiring at the end of March. Some functions from AW’s team are going to transfer into CD’s 

team, Green Access Planning Team that deals with promotional side and SZC delivery manager will be 

moved into CD’s team where there is more of a focus on delivery. Changes to take place from  beginning of 

April. The SZC Green Access Delivery Manager will be managed by CD, who will be a regular attendee of 

Rights of Way Working Group. SCC to review who will chair.  

 

ACTION – JM to add CD to member list of Rights of Way Working Group.  

ACTION – CD to send SCC management structure to SZC. 

 

Update on delivering the PRoW Fund schemes, including SCC’s mapped projects 

 

• DF gave a summary of the Delivery Report Update February 2026. In light of Ben Grapes’ absence, looking 

at how they could deliver projects. Identified straight forward projects. SCC sought group support for sign off 

on some projects, some need sign off some are already underway. There are 9 projects costing 

approximately £500,000. 

• The idea of legacy projects is to create a trail from Aldeburgh to Southwold for walking, cycling and 

accessibility. The more major improvements will be picked up later in the project. 
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• Bridleway 25 – needs resurfacing. To be delivered by CD team, already had contractors on site costing 

£28,000. Surface improvements and further work on path. To be delivered by Ben Heather.  

• Westleton Footpath 25 -Grass cutting project, a third cut for the year. Once the grass is cut, SCC can see 

what works are needed – estimate of £7,500 for all winter cuts. There may be further complications which 

may halt some work, this will go back to BG to deliver when he returns.  

• Leiston Cum Sizewell Footpath 21 – lose gravel and shingle, perhaps put some matting in to firm up surface 

and footpath 20 physical and diversion works. AR waiting on response from RSPB before taking it any 

further with ESC. JP mentioned path further north than highlighted on map is all shingle and not great for 

people unstable on their feet.  

• Aldringham Cum Thorpe Bridleway 27(11), Footpath 30 (12), Leiston Cum Sizewell Bridleway 26 & 27 (16) – 

landowners to be contacted to make improvements, path widening, surface improvements.  

• Aldringham Cum Thorpe Byway 20 (5), Leiston Cum Sizewell Bridleway 15, Aldringham Cum Thorpe 

Birdleways 6, 10 & 16 (13) – connecting Leiston southwards towards Thorpeness. Discussions needed with 

landowners and golf course. Third cut on byway. Re-sign open access site around Aldringham walks. 

• Pakenham Footpaths 1 & 3 – surface works, boardwalk construction, SCC need to liaise with landowners re 

accessways.  

• CD’s team is heavily involved with parishes at Aldeburgh and Thorpeness.  They are in a good position to 

assist with a more complicated schemes especially in the Dunwich area. 

• DF asked for the green light to go ahead with these projects from members – Claire Dickson will be the main 

contact for these.  

• Compliance form created by Kate Watson for SCC re going to groups for funding.  

• AW went round quorate members to obtain votes, DP for RB SZC, RQ Transport Coordinator, SP for ESC, 

AR for SCC. 

VOTE – all members agreed to support the PRoW Fund schemes shared by SCC.   

 

MBIF King Charles III England Coast Path diversion 

 

• JP displayed  notices 2 weeks ago for the closure with assistance from apprentices and Nick Forster from 

RSPB who took them out in his van and wet conditions. The notices include green waymarks designed with 

AR’s approval stating England Coast Path Alternative Route and at crossing points there is notice with the 

map diversion and constant reminder of the route. Many signs are close to the beach, as well as before the 

beach near Sizewell Hall. No signs have gone missing since, some moved round but JP has secured them. 

JP checks these each week, due to end on the 31st of March.  

• JP met some walkers this morning on Sandlings Walk – they went to the beach so JP may need to display 

advance warning signs to encourage walkers to turn left down Sandy Lane.  

• Diversion signs start at Dunwich Heath. Advance notices are displayed at Sizewell Hall, 6 notices on the 

beach at various points and notices in the car park.  

• AR confirmed  that all signs were approved in advance and that all angles have been covered. 

• JP will seek clarity whether all MBIF works are on track to complete by 31 March.  

• MEG confirmed that previous communications suggested 31 March was a hard set date, but this will is being 

confirmed by colleagues.  

ACTION – JP to provide update on whether all MBIF works are on track to complete by 31 March 

 

Update on liaison between PRoW and Tourism Funds leads (if available) 
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• JP queried whether SCC use match funding from Sustrans for money we have put into SCC for this trail. 

Kent CC undertook match funding with Sustrans and people like that to make the money go further. AW 

noted SCC will work with East Suffolk Council on the Tourism Fund.  

• CD will be looking at match funding across the county, including Natural England Access for All Funding.  If 

match funding can be secured the amount of improvement works could extend.    

• JM mentioning recent Tourism Working Group Meeting during which they approved the 2026 Tourism 

Implementation Plan. Once minutes agreed this will be published on ESC – JM can share a link to this 

document to the ROWWG..  

 

ACTION – JM to share link to 2026 Tourism Implementation Plan when live.  

 

PRoW Communication Plan 

 

• JP sent latest plan round yesterday and apologised for lateness.  

• AR didn’t send annotated version with comments on so JP hasn’t received this. AR to transfer her comments 

to version 4 and send to AW so share with CD prior to return. The aim is to complete this by the end of 

March / beginning of April, finalised by middle April then agreed by quorate members of this group, so it can 

be formally approved at the next working group meeting in June. 

 

ACTION – SCC to review latest PRoW Communication Plan draft and then send back to JP. Aim to get this finalised 
and agreed by  quorate members in April, to be formally approved at next working group meeting in June. 

 

Standards for SZC alternative route signage 

 

• AR and JP have discussed this in detail. Two Village Bypass signage completed and Sizewell Link Road 

signage is in preparation with England Coast Path completed.  

• AW mentioned a QR code that could be used on signs where users could follow the route on a website – JP 

will discuss this with AR.  

 

PRoW Compliance statement and checklists 

 

• DF has sent round for information, internal documents for SCC to comply with. DF and CD to discuss in 

further detail.  

 

Leiston Walking and Cycling Project Fund update 

 

• AR progressing various schemes, completed part of one of the schemes and progressing others on that list. 

• RQ requested an update on this at the next TRG – AR happy to provide.  
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ACTION – RQ to prompt AR for update on Leiston Walking and Cycling Project Fund ahead of the next TRG 
meeting. 

 

PRoW Implementation Plans – progress since last meeting 

 

• AR confirmed there are no current implementation plans going through process. Coast Path – provision put 

in to accommodate MBIF works so nothing else to report.  

• DP will be in touch if any further amendments are needed. 

 

Actions agreed in meeting:  

Date 
Raised 

Ref. Description Lead 
Date Due 

04/03/2026 1 JP to add list of media platforms to comms plan.  JP ASAP 

04/03/2026 
2 MEG to provide fortnightly reports to JP for bi-weekly 

PRoW meetings showing data on numbers of enquiries 
and complaints in relation to Public Rights of Way.. 

MEG 
ASAP 

04/03/2026 
3 JM to add CD to member list of Rights of Way Working 

Group. JM 
Completed. 

04/03/2026 4 CD to send SCC management structure to SZC. CD Completed. 

04/03/2026 
5 JP to provide update on whether all MBIF works are on 

track to complete by 31 March JP 
ASAP 

04/03/2026 
6 JM to share link to 2026 Tourism Implementation Plan 

when live.  JM 
April 

04/03/2026 

7 SCC to review latest PRoW Communication Plan draft, 
and then send back to JP. Aim to get this finalised by 
middle April then signed off by quorate members, then 
rubber stamped at next working group meeting in June. 

SCC 

Next meeting 

04/03/2026 
8 RQ to prompt AR for update on Leiston Walking and 

Cycling Project Fund ahead of next TRG meeting. RQ 
Ahead of next 
TRG meeting 

 

Key Decisions made in the meeting: 

Decision 

D_RoWWG_01 All members agreed  to support the PRoW Fund schemes shared. 

 


