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ECOLOGY WORKING GROUP (CORE) 

Meeting Type: DoO Governance Group Meeting 

Date: 11th March 2026 

Venue: Orwell Logistics Park and MS Teams 

Meeting Chair: James Meyer (ESC) 

SZC Attendees: 
Luke Stevens, Steve Mannings, Nick Stayt, Jen Mills, Jessamy Pearce, Alan Lewis, 

Andrew Brooks, Jessica Hinds, Ross Baker, Ian Davidson-Watts 

Regulatory 
Attendees: 

ESC: James Meyer, Bethany Rance 

SCC: Andrew Murray-Wood 

Natural England: Edward Moore, Caitlin Wilson, Vanessa Gouldsmith, Charis Russell-

Smith 

Suffolk Wildlife Trust: Ben McFarland,  

Environment Agency: Chris Strachan, Ayden Hassan 

RSPB: Adam Rowlands 

Apologies:  

Quorum: Attendees highlighted in bold are quorate voting members. 

Meeting Record 
produced by: 

Jessamy Pearce 

Next Meeting Date: 10th June 2026 

 

Summary / Key Discussion 

Meeting Notes:  

INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW OF PREVIOUS ACTIONS 

Actions: 

Date Raised Ref. Description Lead Update 

10/12/2025 

1 Sizewell C identify which source audible piling is 
coming from, the working hours for this and works 
left for the SSSI crossing. 

SZC Closed 

10/12/2025 

2 Sizewell C to organise a site visit regarding MBIF 
piling and to confirm when piling is complete and 
to refresh the noise summary and activities plan 
and share with the EWG and others. Sizewell C to 
keep this up to date bi-monthly via email. 

SZC Closed 

10/12/2025 
3 Sizewell C to confirm if for the MBIF hammer, the 

Junttan noise silencer is being used. SZC Closed 
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10/12/2025 
4 Sizewell C to circulate updated plan of the coastal 

path closure route to the EWG. SZC Closed 

10/12/2025 

5 Sizewell C to review lighting in relation to the 
crossing points for different types of white lighting 
and to issue a note which sets out this spectrum, 
focussed on Phase 2 lighting and clarifies where 
red lighting ends and white begins. Sizewell C to 
invite the lead lighting engineer to the next 
meeting to present proposals. 

SZC On-going 

10/12/2025 

6 Sizewell C to issue optioneering report which 
should hold information on use of red spectrum 
lighting.  

SZC Closed 

10/12/2025 

7 To discuss reasoning for why there is no noise 
monitor at the bottom of Bridleway 19 further with 
IDW – BM/JM/AMM to be invited to bat monitoring 
results meeting in January (date TBC). 

EWG Closed 

10/12/2025 

8 Sizewell C to confirm if radio-tracking is licensable 
and to clarify wording regarding ‘non-licensable’ as 
it is a licensable survey method. To confirm if 
required under MDS bat licence. 

SZC Closed 

10/12/2025 
9 Further discussion to be held on TEMMP survey 

scope proposals. EWG Closed 

10/12/2025 

10 List of survey reports to be circulated so there is 
record of what has been shared and when. Marsh 
harrier foraging report to be added to the list. 

NS Closed 

10/12/2025 

11 Sizewell C to speak with Simon from National 
Landscapes Team regarding issue discussed in 
sub-group session. 

SZC Closed 

10/12/2025 12 LS to discuss deer monitoring with AMM.  LS Closed 

 

Review of Actions 

• Action 1 – closed 

• Action 2 – activities plan issued, working to update regularly. SM suggests EWG meetings should be held on 

site (ACA). Next meeting also to tie in site visit. SZC not to provide bi-monthly email but instead every 6 

months. 

• Action 3 – closed – confirmed in last meeting 

• Action 4 – closed – NS shared last week. 

• Action 5 – ongoing, meeting to be arranged. 

• Action 6 – closed. NS has shared.  

• Action 7 – closed – discussed in meeting 

• Action 8 – closed – licence is required. 

• Action 9 – closed – discussed in meeting. 

• Action 10 – closed – NS to share after meeting. 

• Action 11 – closed – to discuss in subgroup. 

• Action 12 – closed.  
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Site update 

• SM summarised the Look Ahead of Key Activities Plan which was shared in advance of the meeting – it was 

noted that this is to be updated on a 6 monthly basis.  

• The update covered the Marine works, including progress on the temporary sea defence  And plans for this 

to be complete by the end of 2026.  

• SM noted that the works have started on the Marine Bulk Infrastructure Facility (MBIF), whilst the Beach 

landing facility, main works are likely to start in 2027. SM noted that discussions are being held on extending 

MBIF piling into May  

• SM stated that other offshore works are being undertaken which involve horizontal directional drilling. BMcF 

queried works on the desalination plant. SM confirmed it would need to be removed by 2032 and the area 

reinstated in accordance with the Landscape and Ecology Management Plan. 

• SM noted the bailey bridge is now operational and that once permanent bridge constructed, the bailey 

bridge will be removed. BMcF queried if the embankment would be made bigger to facilitate the final 

arrangement. SM confirmed that there would be no change in SSSI landtake for the final arrangement. 

• SM confirmed that the piling works for the Sizewell marshes environmental barrier are ongoing SM noted the 

northern acoustic barrier fence is installed almost all the way down to the SSSI crossing and the southern 

barrier (a mix of bund and fence) is substantially complete. Fence sections to be complete next few months  

• In relation to the TCA, SM noted the Site now mostly flat with no back filling of borrow pit until Phase 2.  

• SM noted that in relation to Retsoms Field (for natterjack toad), terrestrial work been done but breeding 

ponds yet to be excavated. These are scheduled autumn 2026 

 

Ecological Monitoring  

• NS ran through slides. Natural England noted in pre-meeting correspondence they would not be in a position 

vote on matters put forward in the meeting. It was therefore agreed the proposals would be discussed and 

another meeting arranged for voting members. 

• NS noted that SZC has completed extensive monitoring, including that undertaken in accordance with the 

Terrestrial Ecology Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (TEMMP) and protected species licence requirements 

during 2022-2025. This monitoring covers SZC pre-clearance baseline, enabling works and the first part of 

phase 1. The overall pattern shows populations for monitored species/groups in adjacent/retained habitats 

have been maintained (or even increase) and nature reserve habitats have continued to be established and 

habitats diversify and are used by key species. The monitoring indicates that neither the identified potential 

significant adverse effects (or adverse effects on integrity) related to SPA breeding Marsh Harriers have 

occurred during the most impactful construction phases.  

• It was noted by the SZC and the EWG that there are wider control plans (other than the TEMMP) that 

specify monitoring and may be subject to re-discharge should monitoring required by these be agreed. 

• NS ran through programme review and breakdown of each phase. AR queried definitive breaks between 

phases through 2026/27 there are still a number of establishment activities involving piling which still 

appears to be part of phase 1.  SM confirmed that is correct, it is finishing off construction of construction 

site. Phase 1 to finish by end of 2026. Operations by mid 2030s.  

Bats (foraging and commuting)  

• NS identified the impact pathways considered within the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and noted 

the mitigation that was put in place to minimise the impacts. 

• IDW noted the results of the Radiotracking, Static Detector and Crossing Point Surveys demonstrated bats 

are doing well, some species effected by the removal of Goose Hill but these were more common species. 

Barbastelles core roosting and foraging areas were not affected directly, activity has stayed similar as before 
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works. Natterers bats were subject to move intensive monitoring, processes all working effectively not too 

much disturbance to routine. Movements remain as East/West.  

• SM noted that SZC are not expecting to see any changes in patterns already established and the most 

appropriate approach going forward is to align all of the elements of the surveys together and phase them in 

tune with what is predicted to be going on on-site. IDW agreed with this approach. It was noted that the 

results could be reviewed and if necessary changes re-introduced into the future as indicated within the 

adaptive nature of the TEMMP.  

• CS and  BMcF noted that once main work starts there would likely be more lighting. IDW confirmed this is 

likely but any responses by bats would be picked up in 2027, aligning with key phases. LS also noted the 

findings from surveys at Hinkley Point C where similar mechanisms were in place.  

• It was agreed that  SZC would share bat Light Monitoring with the EWG and that noise exceedance 

summaries would also be  provided on a quarterly basis.  

 

Bats (roosting)  

• NS identified the impact pathways considered within the EIA and noted the mitigation that was put in place 

to minimise the impacts. 

• Replacing roost resource in Goose Hill. Not many maternity roosts affected. 

• IDW noted that there is a 23% occupancy rate of bat boxes which is average compared to other schemes. 

• For the tree veteranisation, of the 272 features created in 2024/5, 73 features have developed into PRF-Ms 

and 186 features have developed into PRF-Is. An 83% success rate. In response to CW and BMcF, JH 

noted that the 2025 features were more aggressive with tree features based on lessons learnt and that five 

types of features have been created as part of the exercise.  

• It was noted that in response to JM’s query that no occupancy of the bat barn was yet  recorded.  

• The proposed surveys are to complete all monitoring in 2027, 2029 and 2032 

 

Birds  

• NS identified the impact pathways considered within the EIA and noted the mitigation that was put in place 

to minimise the impacts. 

Breeding Waterbirds 

• Results – AL noted that 2025 peak counts across Minsmere South Levels and the Sizewell Marshes are 

close to or above the medians of period from 2010-2025. 

• AR noted that the results could be due to the change in the to visual landscape enhanced viewing options. 

AL noted it is an open landscape but the results demonstrate high numbers despite the construction works.  

• It is proposed that there are no further breeding waterbirds surveys. Results have demonstrated project 

effects are marginal/absent when compared to other environmental factors such as natural variations in 

water levels across the south levels.  

• AR provided support for the proposals and a reactive trigger for reintroduction of surveys. 

• Phasing set out in DCO isn’t directly linked to the TEMMP. TEMMP needs full review under requirement 4. 

AR querying what is mechanism in the future to raise this (surveys) if there is a concern.  

• SM noted any concerns can legitimately be brought to the EWG whose role is to ensure that monitoring and 

mitigation are effective and proportionate. 

Foraging Marsh Harrier 

• AL noted that the 2024 and 2025 survey results show pattern of flight activity in 2024 and 2025 suggesting 

that breeding marsh harriers from RSPB Minsmere are continuing to use Minsmere South Levels to forage, 
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but increasingly using Wild Abbey. Flight activity at Wild Abbey significantly higher in 2024 and 2025. Very 

few flights between Sizewell Marshes and Minsmere South Levels of Wild Abbey. 

• AR requested complete foraging activity on south levels. Should recognise that construction may be 

affecting activity. Also previous viewing availability may be changing results - there have been significant 

changes in landscape/accessibility/visibility with tree clearance that could have affected results.  

• AL confirmed that Marsh Harrier were present in Wild Abbey but it was not a successful breeding season. 

• AL noted that SZC are proposing a 2027 survey, then no further surveys unless 2027 surveys indicate 

significant decline from baseline. The need for further surveys beyond 2027 to be based on Minsmere 

nesting productivity. 2027 survey would align with Phase 2 construction. It was noted that tower cranes 

could be of interest and therefore flexibility for additional surveys may be needed – needs to be factored into 

the TEMMP. Tower cranes were raised as an example of construction activities that could arise from Phase 

2 onwards that could result in a different set of impacts on foraging marsh harriers than could have been 

created as a result of the pre-commencement and Phase 1 works, hence the request for flexibility in the 

need to trigger surveys beyond 2027. 

• AR internet the requirement for a reactive trigger. 

• It was discussed that RSPB (re Marsh Harriers at Minsmere) publish results of productivity per nest each 

year on 1 September.  

Birds (non-breeding waterbirds)  

• Peak counts of gadwall on Minsmere South Levels and Sizewell Marshes in 2024/25 were above the 

median average. The peak count of shoveler during 2024/25 was above the 5 year median average on both 

Minsmere South Levels and Sizewell Marshes. Comparing across species re HRA related monitoring we are 

exceeding the medians across the piece since 2014.  

• It was noted that there is an active survey for 2025/26 but SZC are proposing no further surveys going 

forward unless survey indicates significant decline from baseline. It was discussed that Wetland Bird Survey 

(WeBs) data as a possible trigger to revisit if we need to in further years.  

Marsh Harrier prey – Wild Abbey 

• AL noted that Wild Abbey supports a wide variety of breeding birds and small mammals (in good numbers) 

and is therefore already considered to provide suitable habitat for prey species of marsh harrier. It is 

expected there will be further population expansion as small mammal populations colonise from habitats to 

the west and as habitats diversify and mature further.  

• SZC are proposing no further surveys for breeding birds at Wild Abbey as patterns confirm good populations 

but for small mammals there should be no change and survey should continue to further evidence 

distribution of mammal populations.  

 

Reptiles 

• NS identified the impact pathways considered within the EIA and noted the mitigation that was put in place 

to minimise the impacts. 

• NS summarised that 795 reptiles were captured and released in 2023 within the Project’s reptile receptor 

sites and a total of 711 reptiles were captured and released in 2024.  

• Habitat condition surveys were completed in 2022, 2024 and 2025.  

• SZC are proposing Habitat condition surveys every three years (i.e. 2028 and 2031) and that Population 

surveys will no longer be undertaken in favour of a dedicated estate wide adder survey (to be shared and 

agreed with EWG for implementation in 2027.  

• It was noted by BMcF that SZC should contact the Secretive Serpents project. 

• ACTION – SZC to engage the Secretive Serpents project 
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Invertebrates 

• NS identified the impact pathways considered within the EIA and noted the mitigation that was put in place 

to minimise the impacts. 

• Surveys carried out: aquatic sampling in 2024 and 2025 on Leiston and Sizewell drains, terrestrial and 

aquatic sampling at Wild Aldhurst in 2022/3 and 2025 and terrestrial sampling at Wild Studio in 2025.  

• AB noted that for the Leiston and Sizewell Drain surveys there are 11 sample locations. Observed 

conservation varied from low to very high – sites 3, 4 and 9 all were very high conservation value in autumn 

2025. Three notable taxa identified in spring sample and six in the autumn. Climatic driver on the results this 

year. 

• AB stated that the habitats at Wild Aldhurst are of high invertebrate interest as the wetlands and dry 

grasslands are already of high quality for invertebrate. 6 species which would meet the criteria for favourable 

condition in terms of the number of species present – 2 wetland 4 terrestrial. 

• Surveys at Wild Studio recorded 240 species via sweep netting and direct searches in July and August 

2025. A total of 32 moth species recorded.  

• SZC proposed to continue surveys of Leiston and Sizewell Drain 2026 and 2027 and review results to 

determine ongoing need, with a possible additional survey in 2032. This would continue monitoring until 

Sizewell Drain diversion in place and habitats of reinstated drain established . 

• AR queried whether SZC are using water quality data as well as a knowledge point around water quality and 

thinking about the relationship with aquatic invertebrates. SM agreed to take that on board, however the 

2025 report does include this consideration.  

• A discussion was held on the proposals for invertebrate sampling at the nature reserves and it was noted 

that SZC proposed a survey of one nature reserve every year.  

 

Natterjack Toad 

• NS identified the impact pathways considered within the EIA and noted the mitigation (and enhancements) 

that was put in place to minimise the impacts. 

• NS stated that there has been the licenced destruction of 1 no. rabbit warren (no natterjack toads found in 

this rabbit warren).  

• Results from 2025 (Pond N1) – 900 tadpoles and 1 string on 16/06/25, 1,000 tadpoles and 50 toadlets on 

07/07/25 and 500 toadlets and 50 tadpoles on 14/07/25. 2025 was a successful breeding season.  

• BMcF queried when the existing netting was installed, LS stated it as May or on sight of the first string. 

• SZC proposed to maintain annual population survey for the next 5 years and review and propose to extend 

Non-licensable terrestrial habitat to include terrestrial habitat suitability surveys from 2027 to be completed 

every 2 years to inform land management activities to maintain or enhance habitats further as required. 

Ponds to be established by 2027. 

• There was a discussion on whether non-licensable and licensable should be split. SM noted a preference for 

it to be kept separate. 

 

Badger 

• NS noted that Badgers were scoped out of the assessment within the EIA but considered on the basis of 

legal protection. 

• NS summarised that the survey results show artificial badger setts are well used and in good condition (4 of 

these), badgers remain active in MDS with a number of new setts identified in 2025,  some of which were 

closed under licence where necessary. Badger activity at OSI sites remains low.  
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• SZC proposed the following in relation to badger monitoring: 

- Monitoring of Destroyed setts to continue into 2026.  

- Polymer-filled former main setts 29 and 31 monitored every 3 months during 2026.  

- Hard-blocked setts monitored monthly for 6 months, reducing to every 3 months for the remainder of 2026.  

- No changes to the monitoring of Artificial setts  

 - Estate-wide walkover survey to continue for 2026 and re-assess annually on a risk-based approach.  

 

Water vole 

• NS identified the impact pathways considered within the EIA and noted the mitigation that was put in place 

to minimise the impacts. 

• NS indicated there are good populations in retained areas at Leiston and Sizewell drains, Wild Aldhurst. 

There are also populations at all three fen meadow sites present but lower.  

• NS noted Water Voles are absent at Wild Abbey.  

• SZC proposed the following in relation to Water Voles surveys: 

- No further surveys at the Wild Aldhurst receptor site. 

- For Sizewell and Leiston Drains,  one year of survey after completion of diversion to demonstrate 

recolonisation (2027). 

- No change SSSI crossing survey for water vole movement under crossing.  

- SZC open to participate in any regional mink monitoring strategy as appropriate,  

• ACTION - CS noted that he would provide contact for the Waterlife Recovery East project. 

 

Otter 

• NS identified the impact pathways considered within the EIA and noted the mitigation that was put in place 

to minimise the impacts. 

• Results indicate otter presence comparable to pre-construction baseline.  

• SZC are proposing  to continue with annual inspections of artificial holts until 2034 but no further surveys for 

known resting locations.  

• SZC are proposing no change SSSI crossing survey for otter movement under crossing 

 

Sizewell Marshes SSSI 

• NS identified the impact pathways considered within the EIA and noted the mitigation that was put in place 

to minimise the impacts. 

• SZC are proposing no changes to the existing agree methods . 

 

Nature Reserves 

• NS noted that these were not considered within the EIA  

• For Wild Studio SZC propose Habitat surveys to align with invertebrate surveys. 

• For Wild Abbey no changes were proposed by SZC.  

• For Wild Aldhurst no changes were proposed by SZC.  
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AOB 

• NS requested to confirm a date for the TEMMP discussion to approve proposals. Need confirmation from 

Natural England that they approve in relation to licencing.  

• A general discussion was held on licencing. CR and SM noted that if there are any disagreements on 

licensing/proposals, it should be discussed in this forum. CR is happy to have chats with members in relation 

to licensing.  

 

ACTION - NS to circulate two dates for brief exceptional meeting to vote on proposed changes to the TEMMP. 

 
 

Actions agreed in meeting:  

Date 
Raised 

Ref. Description Lead 
Date Due 

10/12/2025 

1 Sizewell C to review lighting in relation to the crossing points 
for different types of white lighting and to issue a note which 
sets out this spectrum, focussed on Phase 2 lighting and 
clarifies where red lighting ends and white begins. Sizewell C 
to invite the lead lighting engineer to the next meeting to 
present proposals. 

SZC 
Next 
meeting 

11/03/2026 
2 

SZC to engage the Secretive Serpents project SZC 
Next 
meeting 

11/03/2026 
3 CS noted that he could provided contact for the Waterlife 

Recovery East project 
SZC 

Next 
meeting 

11/03/2026 4 NS to confirm date for TEMMP discussion. NS ASAP 

 
 


