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ECOLOGY WORKING GROUP (SUBGROUP) 

Meeting Type: DoO Governance Group Meeting 

Date: 11th March 2026 

Venue: Orwell Logistics Park and MS Teams 

Meeting Chair:  James Meyer (ESC) 

SZC Attendees: 
Luke Stevens, Steve Mannings, Nick Stayt, Jen Mills (JMi), Jessamy Pearce, Alan Lewis, 

Natalie Clifton, Jack Raven 

Regulatory 
Attendees: 

ESC: James Meyer (Jme), Bethany Rance, Sam Kench 

SCC: Andrew Murray-Wood 

Natural England: Edward Moore, Caitlin Wilson, Vanessa Gouldsmith, Charis Russell-

Smith 

National Trust: Emma Hays, Neda Asadfalsafizadeh 

Suffolk Wildlife Trust: Ben McFarland,  

Environment Agency: Chris Strachan, Ayden Hassan 

RSPB: Adam Rowlands 

Forestry England: Andy Palles-Clark  

Arcadis: Jessica Hinds, Ross Baker 

WSP: Andrew Brooks 

Alison Milward 

Apologies:  

Quorum: Attendees highlighted in bold are quorate voting members. 

Meeting Record 
produced by: 

Jessamy Pearce 

Next Meeting Date: 10th June 2026 

 

Summary / Key Discussion 

Meeting Notes:  

INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW OF PREVIOUS ACTIONS 

Actions: 

Date Raised Ref. Description Lead Update 

 03/09/2025 

1 SZC to provide statement on the extension of the 
Sizewell Marshes SSSI environmental sheet pile 
barrier. 

SZC Closed 

10/12/2025 
2 Proposal for use of “Wildlife Wise” logo on fleeces 

for use by SZC Warden. S Man has written to Sam 
SZC Closed 
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K and this will be followed up with further enquiries 
at Steering Committee level. 

10/12/2025 

3 SZC to provide SWT contact with a contact at 
Sizewell A for discussion around off-shore 
structures. 

SZC Closed 

10/12/2025 
4 SZC to send most recent plans on SSSI land-take 

to SWT contact. SZC Closed 

 

Review of actions 

• Action 1 – closed – statement has been issued. 

• Action 2 – closed - to be discussed in meeting. 

• Action 3 – closed – contact provided. 

• Action 4 – closed – plans sent. 

 

Data from December Presentation 

• Waiting for the final Atkins survey round up report from observation and questionnaire surveys last year, data 

from APC collections has been provided to incorporate into report so it will just be data no interpretation.  

• NC ran through data on APC and surveys. Table showing months of when APC was installed at certain 

locations, well over half of the year no APC installed in multiple locations.  

• Estimated annual use 2025 numbers not yet available (observed visitors).  

• Haven’t had consistent years of 3 surveys carried out so this can skew data. 

• Observational Survey Statistics – most sites saw minimal changes in the number of dog walkers. Dog 

walking seen as more high-risk activity(using 2023 data obtained from ESC and 2025 data from Atkins.)  

• Primary activity in locations surveyed show most popular are walking and dog walking.  

• Primary reason for selecting location – highest choice is closeness to home.  

• Questions in survey: ‘Would you stop using the area during construction?’ NC noted she has now also asked 

is this your first visit to this place? Also wants to ask ‘do you also visit the area immediately around 

Sizewell?’ Trying to get more specificity on where public are migrating to. ‘What area would you visit if you 

were to avoid Sizewell?’ Need to dig deeper into answers for more accurate results.  

• About to start the instructions for the 2026 surveys, to be run in the same tranches as 2025 (May, August 

and November surveys). Will then have a year on year comparison for some of the sites.  

• Lead Warden Provision 2026 proposal –Following a review of the role and on-going tasks for the Lead 

Warden, the provision does not currently represent good value for money. Countryside work apprentices will 

be used to go out and collect data.  

• What wardening resource does the group want and when, to be proposed from contingency fund.  

• Wardens should fall under wildlife branding instead of Sizewell – however Suffolk Coast RAMS had worry 

about this and not being involved in hiring process.  

• AR noted this sort of monitoring is very challenging, need an integrated approach that addresses hotspots 

that we have now.  

• SK thought this will need more consideration with the steering group and executive group and governance 

groups involved in Wildlife Wise but could see value in employing the ranger directly through Wildlife Wise – 

subject to further discussions. A ranger that joins in with way they already work and locally specific rangering 

to SZC and contributes to strategic methods and delivering projects and education programme. BF agrees 

with it going through Wildlife Wise. Employed SZC staff wearing Wildlife Wise branding would be difficult. 
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Costs, risks and legal agreement to be discussed but could be very positive. Wildlife Wise set up to mitigate 

for housing/residential development and tourism. But do need to be joined up with SZC.  

• £150k went to RAMS pot re construction works accommodation – need to be clear and this has been 

confirmed in conversations with the public. Perhaps need a separate session to discussion the issues on 

branding around this. 

 

ACTION - SM to have internal discussions regarding Lead Warden Provision and to manage next steps 

ACTION - JMi to check any governance/legal  implications for onward payment of funding to Wildlife Wise for ranger 
resourcing. 

 

Signage 

• JR ran through updates on content development and proposals on signage.  

• Wild Aldhurst – Green ‘Paws on Paths’ rollout – now partially in situ awaiting development works to 

complete. 

• Sizewell Beach – content under review, ahead of landowner review and engagement for install. 

• Minsmere Sluice Footpath – Green/Amber ‘Paws on Paths’ – ready to engage landowner 

• Dunwich Heath beach – content under review, ahead of landowner review and engagement for install 

• Dingle Marshes Frontage/Walberswick Beach – content under review, ahead of landowner review and 

engagement for install. 

• Dunwich Beach – delivered by Wildlife Wise 

• Wild Studio will be opened to public later this year –will need signage there from the start. 

 

Further updates 

• Dog waste bag dispenser proposed for Sizewell Beach (affixed to existing dog waste bin) = £299 with 

installation by SZC. JR sought expressions of interest for further sites be shared and can be included on the 

same recommended approval. Final cost requested will be dependant on this. The group agreed and 

recommendation for support to be  requested at ERG from the European Sites Access Contingency Fund 

NS suggested online voting given time pressures. 

• Sizewell Beach parking subsidy cost proposal for £44,250 + VAT agreed by members. This is an extension 

of the first year of this scheme and an increase in cost due to increase in parking tickets.  

• Preference  to keep this subsidy on-going but need discussion with ESC re if there are annual increases. 

• Confusion reported from the public as a new machine has been installed next to a sign that says free 

parking – this needs to be addressed urgently. To be discussed offline with ESC. 

Key Decision – The EWG members agreed to recommend the European Sites Access Contingency funding 
request to the EnvRG for approval for dog waste bag dispensers (amount TBC). The EnvRG decision is 
proposed to be made offline due to time pressure for this initiative, to be reported and tracked at the next 
formal EnvRG meeting in June, 

 

Key Decision – The EWG members agreed to recommend the European Sites Access Contingency funding 
request to the EnvRG for approval for a further year of subsidised car parking at Sizewell beach car park 
(£44,250). The EnvRG decision is proposed to be made offline due to time pressure for this initiative, to be 
reported and tracked at the next formal EnvRG meeting in June, 
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AOB 

• AMW thanked LS regarding conversation on deer management across the East, meeting planned next 

week. SM mentioning developing a food strategy with James Alexander making more use of local product 

i.e. venison. Focussing on farm to fork, greater profit to producers, cutting out the middlemen.  

 

 

Actions agreed in meeting:  

Date 
Raised 

Ref. Description Lead 
Date Due 

11/03/2026 1 

SM to have internal discussions regarding Lead Warden 
Provision and to manage next steps and JM to check any 
governance/legal issues. 

SM 
Next 
meeting 

11/03/2026 2 
JMi to check any governance/legal implications for onward 
payment of funding to Wildlife Wise for ranger resourcing. JMi 

Next 
meeting 

 

Key Decisions made in the meeting: 

Decision 

D_EWG_05 
The EWG members agreed to recommend the European Sites Access Contingency funding 
request to the EnvRG for approval for dog waste bag dispensers (amount TBC). 

D_EWG_06 

The EWG members agreed to recommend the European Sites Access Contingency funding 
request to the EnvRG for approval for a further year of subsidised car parking at Sizewell 
beach car park (£44,250). 

 


