Pakefield Coastal Update
April 2026

Welcome to the second edition of the Pakefield Coastal Update. This edition is designed to provide you
with a summary of the erosion status and other useful information following the winter period.

We are pleased to report there has been minimal cliff recession over the winter. Beach levels have
fluctuated naturally with some particularly high-sea level events this winter, but beach volumes are
currently reasonably healthy and able to provide some protection to the cliff toe, particularly to the
south of the rock revetment.

Immediately north of the rock, the cliff face has been stripped of vegetation and scoured during north-
easterly storm events. The shoreline north of the rock now represents the main area of erosion focus.
Back-beach levels dropped around the base of Arbor Lane steps but have since recovered.

Regular monitoring of the Pakefield coast continues to take place on an ongoing basis, with physical
inspections and drone surveys scheduled monthly throughout the summer. We topographically survey
Pakefield cliffs and beach every quarter with our LiDAR drone. The last LiDAR survey was completed in
February 2026, and the next will be in June 2026.

In addition, we will continue to make our monthly monitoring reports available on our website at
www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/environmental-services/coastal-management/pakefield-coastal-management-
monitoring-and-news

Contact information

Please find below some contact information that we hope you might find useful to support you.
However, please remember for any emergencies call 999.

Community Help Hub:

The Community Help Hub can be contacted to support residents with issues beyond housing, including:
e Access to grants and financial support

Supporting access to digital systems, phone calls, written information

Support access to practical support / items

Supporting access to physical and mental health services

Call 0333 016 2000 and ask for the Community Help Hub or visit
www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/community/community-help-hub

East Suffolk Council Customer Services:
0333 016 2000

East Suffolk Council Coastal Management and Adaptation Team:
coastalmanagement@eastsuffolk.gov.uk
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Monitoring the cliff line

This year we have continued to regularly monitor the beach at Pakefield and have been tracking any
changes to the beach and cliff. The figures below show cliff line changes between December 2024 and

February 2026.

Each line indicates where the cliff line has been, the red shows the cliff line in December 2024, the
purple in March 2025, the orange in August 2025, and the blue line showing the cliff line in February
2026.
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Monitoring beach levels

Where the fishing boats are located, the beach profile has lowered and steepened over the winter.
However, since the last inspection this northerly section of the beach has also seen reasonable
recovery in terms of sand and shingle returning to the foreshore. More constructive conditions are
expected as we enter the summer season. The below figures show the beach difference between
March 2025 and February 2026.

The foreshore shows erosion of 1.5m, whilst the mid and upper beach shows mild accretion. The
intertidal zone is naturally more variable in terms of sediment volume and profile, as it is subject to
coastal processes more often. It has recovered somewhat since the last LiDAR flight in February 2026.
The LiDAR difference image demonstrates how the cable became exposed on the foreshore near the
fishing boats, and the subsequent gabion defence became undermined. The cable has been reburied,
and beach levels have improved naturally along the shoreline.
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Resilient Coasts

In the last newsletter we announced that as part of the Resilient Coasts project East Suffolk Council
(ESC) had commissioned a wider study of the impacts of coastal change along the Suffolk coast to help
us to better understand and plan for future change. Early information is now coming through from this
study and ESC, as Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) lead, are reviewing how this informs our coastal
management approach for our frontages and feeds into the national Environment Agency—led SMP
Refresh into Action project.

Between 2019 and 2023, a national programme took place to refresh the SMPs to improve clarity,
evidence and guidance. The SMP Explorer website, https://environment.data.gov.uk/shoreline-
planning, was also launched to house the plans all in one place alongside the latest coastal erosion risk

mapping.

We are now at a critical moment in the Suffolk SMP delivery as around the country we have moved into
the 2025-2055 time period. This is where our coastal management approaches will need to meet the
demands of sea level rise and climate change. We will also be looking how we can best adapt our coast
for those who live and work here so that it is resilient to the increased storms, waves, erosion, and
flooding that are predicted.

The SMP Refresh into Action project aims to help us all move through this important time period,
ensuring our coastal management approaches are tailored for coastal change. It will be complimented
by new planning approaches, environmental regulation, innovative investment and community
decision-making. The aim is to ensure SMPs remain current and actively used to help places plan for
and adapt to climate-driven coastal risk.

To further support this transition on our coast, the Environment Agency recently announced a new £18
million Coastal Adaptation Pilots fund (CAP) to extend the work of some of the UK’s leading coastal
adaptation projects. ESC are pleased to be among those to receive a share of this fund to support
coastal adaptation through our Resilient Coasts project. The fund is currently in the initial rollout phase
following the ministerial announcement and individual awards to successful councils have not yet been
confirmed.

The CAP programme will extend the life of the Resilient Coasts project to 2029. ESC will continue to
develop long-term transition and adaptation actions, such as planning for future relocation,
repurposing land, or rolling back infrastructure. We aim to work with local communities on adaptation
plans to support local resilience to coastal change and signpost additional support and funding to help
deliver actions. We will also be embedding coastal management and adaptation into our Local Plan
review.

The Environment Agency is working closely with coastal authorities to develop the criteria for the fund
over the summer, but early indications are that this funding is about meeting the needs of communities
facing erosion in areas where defences are not a long-term solution. Therefore, funds cannot be used
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for operational responses such as emergency repairs, recovery works, traditional risk management
structures (such as sea walls or rock armour) or for compensation to property owners.

ESC will need to update the Resilient Coasts business case and submit our proposals in
September/October 2026. It is likely that fund rules and award amounts will be clarified for delivery to
begin in autumn 2026 with the project ending in 2029.

Join the housing register

When we visited Arbor Lane residents, we offered the facility to join the housing register in order to be
prepared should the erosion increase in the future.

If you were visited by our officers and have not signed up you can still do this
via the Gateway to Homechoice website or by scanning the QR code (right):

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/register-for-social-housing/

To join the housing register you will need to provide details about yourself on
the form such as your name, date of birth and where you live.

If you need help to complete the online form or would like some housing advice you can make an
appointment by calling 0333 016 2000.
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