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ECOLOGY WORKING GROUP 

Meeting Type: DoO Governance Group Meeting 

Date: 22nd April 2026 

Venue: MS Teams 

Meeting Chair:  James Meyer (ESC) 

SZC Attendees: 
Steve Mannings (SMan), Nick Stayt (NS), Jen Mills (JMi), Jessamy Pearce (JP), Alan 

Lewis (AL) 

Regulatory 
Attendees: 

ESC: James Meyer (JMe) 

SCC: Andrew Murray-Wood (AMW) 

Natural England: Edward Moore (EM), Tamsin Atley (TA), Sean Mahoney (SMah) 

Environment Agency: Chris Strachan (CS), Ayden Hassan (AH) 

Apologies: Adam Rowlands, Ben McFarland 

Quorum: Attendees highlighted in bold are quorate voting members. 

Meeting Record 
produced by: 

Jessamy Pearce 

Next Meeting Date: 10th June 2026 

 

Summary / Key Discussion 

Meeting Notes:  

Following the meeting on 11th March where a number of proposed changes to the Terrestrial Ecological Monitoring 
Mitigation Plan (TEMMP) were put forward, this meeting was held to vote on the proposals. 

 

A summary that was shared in advance of the meeting is appended to the minutes for ease of reference. NS ran 
through all proposed changes in the document. 

 

Queries raised following review of proposed changes 

• JMe queried where a shift of monitoring that's covered by a Bat licence or looking to move things into the 

licensable category, did Natural England have a position on that? AL confirmed that assuming that the vote 

is passed today, then it would be revised as relevant and move through those conversations on an individual 

licence basis with Natural England. 

• JMe queried on the Bat crossing point survey, if there was no usage demonstrated in 2027, would there be a 

commitment to repeat that survey in 2028? SMan confirmed there was. AL confirmed edits to the 

introduction of the TEMMP on triggers for re-introducing surveys.  AL noted the amendments  allow the EWG 

to restart surveys if there is a valid reason and all EWG members agree. SMan confirmed the changes make 

it absolutely clear that surveys can be restarted and what the trigger for that would be. 
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• AMW queried whether triggering an investigation requires any expansion. SMan noted the need to be 

flexible as cannot predict the future – if there is a problem we would investigate it and if there is monitoring 

required, monitor and where there's a further adaptive mitigation measures that need to be considered in 

order to address any matter that does arise, then it's the job of this group to require that.  

• CS queried whether special meetings would be arranged if something was highlighted or if it would have to 

wait for the diarised meetings. SMan confirmed members can request meetings as set out in the Terms of 

Reference. 

• In relation to bat  surveys at Upper Abbey Farm, Lower Abbey Farm and Ash Wood Cottages, JMe 

mentioned whether it was worth acknowledging that there might be other licensable survey requirements if 

other proposals, requiring separate consent, come forward on those buildings. SMan confirmed if there's a 

planning application for works, then any such requirements would be subject to that planning application.  

• JMe queried the methodology outlined for Reptiles in  Table 2.  AL confirmed this was the previous 

methodology, and noted that SZC are anticipating that the Adder survey will use methodologies which are 

going to also pick up the four common reptiles species. The wording in the TEMMP is to state that the 

methodology will be developed and shared with EWG.  SMan stated the key points are to understand 

species distribution and confirm all life stages are present and on the adders, refer to an expert and agree 

what that methodology looks like. 

• Jme queried dates of invertebrate surveys. NS confirmed that surveys at the nature reserves (Wild Abbey, 

Wild Studio and Wild Aldhurst) would be undertaken every year on rotation, meaning that each reserve will  

be surveyed every 3 years. 

• In relation to Natterjack Toad, SMan confirmed works associated with the creation of Pond N5 is scheduled 

for this Autumn/Winter noting that this was an enhancement not a licensable activity 

• In relation to Water vole (Table 11), CS queried whether SZC would repeat the survey if water vole re-

colonisation  as not confirmed or poor. SMan confirmed they would.  

• NE suggested a commitment to further surveys during construction to confirm that the findings in relation to 

breeding and non-breeding waterbirds etc. have not changed. After a short discussion, it was agreed that an 

adaptive approach to surveys, triggered by evidence of adverse population changes, would be more 

appropriate. NE also expressed its thanks to SZC for fully addressing all the questions raised in relation to 

the proposed changes to the survey methodology and for enclosing the invertebrate survey report which 

made impressive reading. 

 

Vote and Next Steps 

 

• SMan confirmed after vote, next steps will be to refresh TEMMP to create a draft Revision 3 and get it 

submitted to ESC for re-discharge. Hope to resubmit that relatively quickly, by the end of May.  

• JMe noted changes to be made to the TEMMP but it's also the Marsh Harrier Implementation Plan that 

needs to be updated too. Important that is captured because they're two separate requirements in the DCO. 

• JMe asked all voting members to raise their hands if they are in favour of accepting the proposal in it’s 

entirety. Vote was unanimous in favour.  

 

VOTE - The EWG approved changes to the TEMMP in relation to the monitoring approach for the ecology 
surveys going forward. 

 

• AMW mentioned he has had very helpful meetings with various interested parties in relation to deer and 

deer management. Has a meeting next month with Suffolk Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG) who 
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may well be trying to set up a Suffolk-wide approach similar to the approach in Norfolk. SMan confirmed 

SZC would be very interested to get in touch with Suffolk FWAG. Mentioned there is funding available 

through the two SZC funded funds, Natural Environment Improvement Fund and/or East Suffolk Trust for 

interventions and measures that are not for profit, that benefit the landscape and nature in Suffolk. 

• JMe mentioned regarding the formal discharge of the TEMMP, anybody who's named as a consultee for that 

discharge will get a formal consultation from East Suffolk Council as well. 

• NS clarified the file name of the existing TEMMP Revision 2 on the East Suffolk Council Planning Portal is 

called the TEMMP V3, as there was a minor amendment made during the discharge period so with the file 

name was updated to V3, even though it's only the second discharged version. Even though it's called 

TEMMP v3 it is the approved TEMMP Revision 2. So will make sure that the new document is correctly 

named when it goes through. It's clear on the cover that it's revision three. 

 

 

Key Decisions made in the meeting: 

Decision 

D_EWG_07 
The EWG approved changes to the TEMMP in relation to the monitoring approach for the 
ecology surveys going forward. 

 
 
 


