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WATER MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP 

Meeting Type: DoO Governance Group Meeting 

Date: 13th March 2026 

Venue: MS Teams 

Meeting Chair:  Bethany Rance 

SZC Attendees: 
Luke Stevens (LS), Nick Stayt (NS), Jessamy Pearce (JP), Jen Mills (JMi), Ryan Stephens 

(RS) 

Regulatory 
Attendees: 

East Suffolk Water Management Board: Judith Stoutt (JS) – proxy for Alastair Bloomfield 

Sizewell B: Tim McHardy (TH) 

Environment Agency: Ayden Hassan (AH) 

Natural England: Sean Mahoney (SM) 

ESC: Bethany Rance (BR), James Meyer (JMe) 

Apologies:  

Quorum: Attendees highlighted in bold are quorate voting members. 

Meeting Record 
produced by: 

Jessamy Pearce 

Next Meeting Date: 12th October 2026 

 

Summary / Key Discussion 

Meeting Notes:  

INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW OF PREVIOUS ACTIONS 

Actions: 

Date Raised Ref. Description Lead Update 

06/10/2025 

1 Sizewell C to share plots of historic 
water levels across the monitoring 
locations once available. 

SZC 
Closed – shared via email. 
Considering whether this should 
be shared as part of annual report 

06/10/2025 

2 Sizewell C to share review of the 
environmental sheet pile barrier 
extension. 

SZC Presented in meeting – closed. 

 

Extension to the environmental barrier 

• It has been determined that an extension (62m) of the previous assumed extent of the environmental sheet 

pile barrier is required to facilitate some work on site. This is at the southern end of the proposed alignment.  

• Provided to aid the protection of the Sizewell marshes. Primary function to protect the water quality.  
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• DCO groundwater and surface water modelling carried out to represent the surface water and groundwater 

to look at potential barrier effects from the structure given that it was penetrating so deep into the Crag. 

• Conclusions of the original assessment were that there would be no additional barrier effect from the sheet 

pile wall but there would be a reduction in water levels from associated activities but that change will be 

relatively small.  

• Assessment of any impacts from 62.26m extension. Additional sheet pile walls set back from the SSSI 

boundary. Existing alignment is right up against the boundary, but this is set back. This was one of the key 

things in determining why there wouldn’t be any further impacts beyond those already identified. 

• SZC felt that there would be no change to the environmental assessments presented based on the 

extension. 

• In terms of process, these works are proceeding. Application has been submitted – Post meeting note: 

Requirement was discharged by ESC on 22nd December 2025. Post-meeting clarification note from JS: Land 

drainage consent application for these works has not yet been submitted but SZC is engaging with the 

Water Management Board regarding these works. 

 

Monthly Reporting 

• NS noted the December and January Water Monitoring Dashboards had been shared. NS also noted the 

February Water Monitoring Dashboard is still in draft and not approved yet for sharing. These reports will 

continue to be issued as soon as they are available. 

• NS ran through water level analysis (February data). A number of triggers passed in the last few months, 

primarily lower triggers.  

o P2 – no upper trigger during the winter, water levels remain high. 

o P8 – trigger moves around, dropped just below lower trigger. 

o P9 – no upper trigger for winter months, no passing of triggers. 

o P12 – a number of trigger passes throughout the year, no upper trigger for winter months. 

o P14 – first month there has been no passing of lower trigger in some months.  

o P15 – continued to be below lower trigger. 

• September 2025 – relatively wet month with a a number of upper triggers passed. All changes were 

considered due to natural hydrological variability. Groundwater analysis showed everything was in keeping 

with the historic findings. 

• October 2025 – slightly wetter than average but slight difference in triggers. Upper trigger passed in P2 and 

lower triggers passed at P8 and P14. Nearest borehole recorded to have normal groundwater levels. 

Triggers were considered to be due to natural hydrological variability and groundwater analysis showed no 

changes from historic findings. 

• November 2025 again was a wet month, lower triggers passed at P8, P14 and P15. Groundwaters and the 

underlying crag were recorded as normal at the nearest borehole. Lower triggers and upper triggers 

considered to be due to natural hydrological variability. Groundwater analysis findings consistent. 

• December 2025 was drier than usual, lower triggers passed at P12, P14 and P15. No data available for P8 

due to corrupt datalogger. Normal groundwater levels and no action due to natural hydrological variability 

and groundwater analysis in line with historic findings. 

• January 2026 was a very wet month, lower trigger passes at 2 locations – P14 and P15. Crag water levels 

reported as normal at nearest borehole, trigger passing was due to natural hydrological variability. 

Groundwater analysis suggested all locations in keeping with historic findings. 

• February 2026 rainfall at 204% compared to long term average, lower triggers passed at two locations – P8 

(P2 was shown in presentation) and P15. EA borehole recorded crag levels as normal and passing of 

triggers due to natural hydrological variability and groundwater analysis in keeping with historic findings.  
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• JMe querying reference to P2 trigger on the slides as this location is usually very wet –NS confirmed 

reference to P2 was in fact to trigger passing at P8  

 

Matters for Discussion 

• JMe brought up data error with P1 – queried if now back in situ, are we going to get the data from this in the 

dashboard. NS noted dashboard is primarily on P2, P8, P9, P12 P14 and P15 at the moment. P1 will be 

included in monthly report. Once trigger is defined it could potentially included in the dashboard.  

• LS mentioned that at one monitoring location the monitoring equipment was found adjacent to the borehole  

– there is no grazing at the moment, have been replacing fencing on some others so it is robust enough to 

stop cattle interfering.  

• NS asked if group were happy to meet again in 6 months time or if the group wanted to meet in 3 months. 

JMe suggested we wait for project triggers to reflect when/how regular meetings are and asked if SZC could 

prepare a programme of relevant works to be shared with the group in advance of the next meeting. 

• LS said SZC could look at overall programme of significant activities and where it will impact on water 

network/land. Meetings could be arranged around main activities. 

 

ACTION – SZC provide plan showing construction programme of activities showing potential project triggers to 
determine future meetings – to be sent as soon as possible. 

 

• Meeting to remain where it is for now – date of next meeting currently 12th October.  

 

Actions agreed in meeting:  

Date 
Raised 

Ref. Description Lead 
Date Due 

13/04/26 
 

1 

LS and NS to provide plan showing SZC programme of 
activities showing potential project triggers to determine 
future meetings – to be sent alongside draft minutes. 

LS/NS 
 

ASAP 

 
 
 
 


