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1. Introduction 
 

The East Suffolk Local Plan 

1.1  Local Planning Authorities are required, under the Planning and Compulsory 
Purchase Act 2004 as amended by the Levelling Up and Regeneration Act 2023, to have Local 
Plans in place for their areas.  
 
1.2  A Local Plan sets out the level of growth which needs to be planned in an area and 
identifies where that growth should be located and how it should be delivered. Local Plans 
are the starting point for decision making on planning applications. 
 
1.3  East Suffolk Council currently has two Local Plans – the Waveney Local Plan adopted 
in March 2019 and the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan adopted in September 2020, which relate 
to these former district areas.  
 
1.4  East Suffolk Council is now begun preparatory work a new Local Plan for the district. 
The new plan will be produced under the new local plan-making system which came into 
force from 25 March 2026.  
 
1.5  The new East Suffolk Local Plan will look ahead to 2045. The new Local Plan will 
replace the existing plans and cover the whole district, excluding the part of East Suffolk 
which falls within the Broads, and for which the Broads Authority is the local planning 
authority. The Local Plan will not cover minerals and waste, as Suffolk County Council is the 
planning authority for these matters. 
 

Local Plan key information  

Name of Responsible 
Authority 

East Suffolk Council 

Title of Plan, 
Programme, or 
Strategy 

East Suffolk Local Plan 2026 – 2045  

Reason for the plan To meet the requirements of the Planning and Compulsory 
Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) and the Town and Country 
Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2026.  

Area covered The Local Plan will cover the administrative district of East 
Suffolk outside of the Broads Authority Executive Area (see map 
below) 

Expected lifespan of 
the plan 

Up to 2045 
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Strategic Environmental Assessment 

1.6  Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a process that ensures consideration is 
given to the environment during the development of certain plans and programmes. In 
doing so, it contributes to the promotion of sustainable development and environmental 
protection. SEA is required by The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 
Regulations (England) 2004 (the Regulations).  
 
1.7  The objective of SEA as defined in the Government’s guidance on SEA is: “To provide 
for a high level of protection of the environment and contribute to the integration of 
environmental considerations into the preparation and adoption of plans and programmes 
with a view to promoting sustainable development”. 
 
1.8  The Regulations specify the issues that should be considered in SEA as: 

• Biodiversity 

• Population 

• Human health 

• Fauna 

• Flora 

• Soil 

• Water 

• Air 
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• Climatic factors 

• Material assets 

• Cultural heritage 

• Landscape 
 
1.9  Government guidance on the new plan making system1 confirms the expectation that 
new local plans will need to carry out SEA if certain criteria set out in regulation 5 of The 
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 20042 are met. 
Furthermore the Government has stated that they consider that all local plans will need to 
carry out SEA.  
 

Habitats Regulation Assessment  

1.10  European Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (the Habitats Directive) requires Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) to 
be undertaken on the Local Plan. In the UK, the Habitats Directive is implemented through 
the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (the ‘Habitats Regulations’).  
A separate HRA screening exercise for the Local Plan will be undertaken. The results will be 
used to inform subsequent SEA reports, in particular with regard to biodiversity and habitats. 
 

Environmental Outcome Reports (EORs) 

1.11  The Levelling Up and Regeneration Act 2023 includes provisions for a new form of 
environmental assessment known as Environmental Outcome Reports (EORs). In March 2026 
the Government published the Environmental Outcomes Reports: Roadmap to reform3 
which confirms the intention that EORs will replace the existing system of Strategic 
Environmental Assessments (SEA) and Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) by the end 
of 2027. The introduction of EORs will require secondary legislation and the Government 
have committed to further consultation on this. It is also indicated that the approach to EORs 
will include a phased transition. For now however, the requirement for SEA remains as set 
out in existing legislation. Therefore, in the interests of maintaining progress on the new East 
Suffolk Local Plan and in line with current legislation and guidance, SEA will remain the 
method for assessing the likely environmental impacts. Any changes to the legal framework 
for carrying out SEA will be addressed at the appropriate point alongside the development of 
the East Suffolk Local Plan.  
  

 
1 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/30-month-local-plan-process-an-overview#before-the-30-month-process-
starts-  
2 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/1633/regulation/5  
3 https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/environmental-outcomes-reports-a-new-approach-to-
environmental-assessment/outcome/environmental-outcomes-reports-roadmap-to-reform  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/30-month-local-plan-process-an-overview#before-the-30-month-process-starts-
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/30-month-local-plan-process-an-overview#before-the-30-month-process-starts-
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/1633/regulation/5
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/environmental-outcomes-reports-a-new-approach-to-environmental-assessment/outcome/environmental-outcomes-reports-roadmap-to-reform
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/environmental-outcomes-reports-a-new-approach-to-environmental-assessment/outcome/environmental-outcomes-reports-roadmap-to-reform
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2. SEA Process 
Screening 

2.1  Prior to commencing the SEA process, the responsible body should determine 
whether SEA is required (screening) and regulation 5 of The Environmental Assessment of 
Plans and Programmes Regulations 20044 includes a definition of ‘plans and programmes’ to 
which the regulations apply. This includes plans or programmes which are subject to 
preparation or adoption by an authority at national, regional or local level, and includes 
those prepared for town and country planning and land use purposes. SEA is also required 
where the plan or programme is likely to have significant environmental effects. 
 
2.2  As detailed previously, the Government has also stated that they consider that all 
local plans developed under the new plan making system will need to carry out SEA. 
 
2.3  The diagram below illustrates the process for screening a plan or programme to 
ascertain whether a full SEA is required.  
 

 
Source: A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive (2005) 

 
4 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/1633/regulation/5  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/1633/regulation/5
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2.4  Within this context East Suffolk has determined that SEA will be required for the new 
Local Plan.  No separate SEA screening report has been published, and this Scoping report 
should be considered to incorporate both the Screening and Scoping Stages under the SEA 
regulations. 
 

Scoping  

2.5  Where it has been determined that SEA is required (as is the case for the new East 
Suffolk Local Plan) the first part of the SEA process is the Scoping Report (this report). The 
scoping stage of SEA determines the likely extent and level of information to be included in 
the assessment process and ultimately reflected in the Environmental Report to be 
published alongside subsequent stages of the Local Plan. 
 
2.6  The Scoping Report contains five steps, as explained below: 
 

• Stage A1 – identifying other relevant plans, programmes and environmental 
protection objectives. Policies within the Local Plan will be influenced by 
other relevant international and national legislation. Therefore this Scoping 
Report lists relevant legislation and policies and their key objectives and 
details how future Local Planning policies should take these objectives into 
account.  

• Stage A2 – baseline information detailing a range of social, economic and 
environmental data is obtained from a number of sources. Collectively this 
data will be used as the baseline to provide the basis for identifying issues and 
determining objectives for the Local Plan.  

• Stage A3 – the baseline information provides the evidence base from which 
environmental problems can be identified.  

• Stage A4 – Developing SEA objectives and testing their compatibility which 
will be used to appraise the policy options as the Local Plan develops. The SEA 
objectives provide the opportunity to compare the potential effects of all 
reasonable options considered.  

• Stage A5 – Consultation on every element of the SEA is fundamental and 
required by legislation. This Scoping Report will be informed by consultation 
with statutory bodies and other relevant stakeholders. 

 
2.7  In order to clearly fulfil the requirements of the SEA regulations, these stages are 
broken down in the following chapters as separate ‘tasks’. 
 

Environmental Report 

2.8  After consultation the Scoping Report is finalised (taking account of any comments 
received) and then published. The key next step in the process is the Environmental Report. 
This is a report that sets out the assessment of the draft plan against the SEA framework. 
This covers the ‘likely significant effects’ that would arise from implementing the policies and 
site allocations in the Plan as well as any reasonable alternatives. The Environmental Report 
will be published for consultation alongside the draft Local Plan.   
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3. Other relevant plans, programmes and 
environmental protections objectives (Task A1) 
 
3.1  The starting point for carrying out SEA is to assess the policy context within which the 
Local Plan is being prepared. This involves reviewing other plans, programmes and 
environmental protection objectives that will influence the Local Plan. All relevant 
international, national, regional, county and local level strategies, plans and programmes 
have been reviewed and considered. Evidence documents from the adopted Local Plans have 
been included where they have informed baseline. The key documents and their implications 
are summarised below under the related SEA topic headings.  

International 

Document Summary Key messages for Local Plan and 
SEA 

SEA Directive 
2001/42/EC 
(transposed 
into English 
law by the 
Environmental 
Assessment of 
Plans and 
Programmes 
Regulations 
2004) 

The directive concerns the SEA procedure, 
which is as follows: an environmental 
report is prepared in which the likely 
significant effects on the environment and 
the reasonable alternatives of the 
proposed plan or programme are 
identified. The public and the 
environmental authorities are informed 
and consulted on the draft plan or 
programme and the environmental report 
prepared.  

European Directive 2001/42/EC, 
Annex I, (f) sets out the topics 
against which the likely effects of a 
plan or programmes should be 
assessed. The Local Plan and SEA 
Framework must comply with the 
requirements of the Directive. 

Ramsar 
convention on 
wetlands of 
international 
importance, 
especially 
waterfowl 
habitat (1971)  
 

The Convention’s mission is ‘the 
conservation and wise use of all wetlands 
through local and national actions and 
international cooperation, as a 
contribution towards achieving sustainable 
development throughout the world’. 
Relevant key objectives include:  

• Work towards the wise use of all 
their wetlands. 

• Designate suitable wetlands for the 
list of Wetlands of International 
Importance (the ‘Ramsar List’) and 
ensure their effective 
management. 

• Cooperate internationally on 
transboundary wetlands, shared 
wetland systems and shared 
species. 

Local Plan policies need to protect 
and manage wetland areas of 
biodiversity, and areas of special 
habitat and ecological importance. 
The SEA should include objectives 
that maintain and enhance 
wetland biodiversity, flora and 
fauna, identify relevant habitats, 
and consider appropriate 
measures to protect these species 
and habitats. 
 

 UNESCO 
World 
Heritage 

The Convention identifies and protects 
significant monuments, groups of buildings 
and sites of cultural and national heritage 
importance. 

Local Plan policies should protect 
valued cultural and natural 
heritage. The SEA framework 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eudr/2001/42/adopted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eudr/2001/42/adopted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/1633/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/1633/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/1633/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/1633/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/1633/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/1633/contents
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/scan_certified_e.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/scan_certified_e.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/scan_certified_e.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/scan_certified_e.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/scan_certified_e.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/scan_certified_e.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/scan_certified_e.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/scan_certified_e.pdf
https://whc.unesco.org/en/convention/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/convention/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/convention/
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Document Summary Key messages for Local Plan and 
SEA 

Convention 
(1972)  
 

should assess cultural and natural 
heritage.  

 Bern 
Convention of 
the 
Conservation 
of European 
Wildlife and 
Natural 
Habitats 
(1979)  
 

The Convention aims to ensure 
conservation of wild flora and fauna 
species and their habitats. The Parties 
undertake to take all appropriate measures 
to ensure the conservation of the habitats 
of the wild flora and fauna species. Such 
measures should be included in the Parties’ 
planning and development policies. The 
obligations of the Convention are 
transposed into national law by means of 
the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981 as 
amended). 

The Local Plan will need to have 
ensure the appropriate 
conservation of wild flora and 
fauna and species and their 
habitats through its development 
strategy, site allocations and 
policies. The SEA (and HRA) will 
assess potential effects of the plan 
on species and habitats and 
identify any required mitigation. 
 

 Bonn 
Convention on 
the 
Conservation 
of Migratory 
Species of 
Wild Animals 
(1979)  
 

Particular objectives set out for the 
involved Parties are that they shall: 

• Promote, co-operate and support 
research relating to migratory 
species;  

• Endeavour to provide immediate 
protection for migratory species; 
and 

• Endeavour to conclude 
Agreements covering the 
conservation and management of 
migratory species 

Local Plan policies should support 
the overall objectives and 
requirements of the Convention 
and ensure that the requirements 
of the Convention are reflected in 
the SEA framework. The Local Plan 
will need to ensure the protection 
and enhancement of opportunities 
for biodiversity and maintain, 
enhance and restore habitats and 
species.  

 Convention 
for the 
Protection of 
the 
Architectural 
Heritage of 
Europe (1985)  
 

The Conventions purpose was to reinforce 
and promote policies for the conservation 
and enhancement of Europe’s heritage, 
including identifying, protecting, and 
enhancing architectural heritage 

The Local Plan should consider 
how it can conserve and manage 
architectural heritage through 
appropriate Policy. SEA should 
assess the impact of development 
on the historic environment. 
 

 European 
Convention on 
the Protection 
of the 
Archaeological 
Heritage 
(1992)  

The Convention aimed to conserve and 
enhance archaeological heritage. A key 
objective of the convention was to Identify 
and maintain an inventory of the heritage 
and legislate measures for protection. 

The Local Plan needs to consider 
how it can maintain, protect, 
enhance and conserve the 
district’s archaeological heritage. 
SEA should assess the impact of 
development on the historic 
environment. 
 

 UN 
Convention on 
Biological 
Diversity 
(1992)  

Article 6A of the Convention requires each 
Contracting Party to develop national 
strategies, plans and programmes for the 
conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity. The convention has 

Local Plan policies should support 
the overall objectives and 
requirements of the Convention 
and ensure that the requirements 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/convention/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/convention/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-convention
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-convention
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-convention
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-convention
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-convention
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-convention
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-convention
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-convention
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-convention
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-convention
https://www.cms.int/
https://www.cms.int/
https://www.cms.int/
https://www.cms.int/
https://www.cms.int/
https://www.cms.int/
https://www.cms.int/
https://www.cms.int/
https://rm.coe.int/168007a087
https://rm.coe.int/168007a087
https://rm.coe.int/168007a087
https://rm.coe.int/168007a087
https://rm.coe.int/168007a087
https://rm.coe.int/168007a087
https://rm.coe.int/168007a087
https://rm.coe.int/168007bd25
https://rm.coe.int/168007bd25
https://rm.coe.int/168007bd25
https://rm.coe.int/168007bd25
https://rm.coe.int/168007bd25
https://rm.coe.int/168007bd25
https://rm.coe.int/168007bd25
https://www.cbd.int/youth/0003.shtml
https://www.cbd.int/youth/0003.shtml
https://www.cbd.int/youth/0003.shtml
https://www.cbd.int/youth/0003.shtml
https://www.cbd.int/youth/0003.shtml
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Document Summary Key messages for Local Plan and 
SEA 

 three main goals: the conservation of 
biological diversity; the sustainable use of 
its components; and the fair and equitable 
sharing of benefits arising from genetic 
resources. 

of the Convention are reflected in 
the SEA framework. 

 UN 
Millennium 
Declaration 
(2000)  
 

The United Nations Millennium 
Declaration, signed in September 2000, 
commits world leaders to combat poverty, 
hunger, disease, illiteracy, environmental 
degradation, and discrimination against 
women.  

Local Plan policies should support 
the overall objectives and 
requirements of the declaration 
and ensure that the requirements 
of the declaration are reflected in 
the SEA framework. 

 Johannesburg 
Declaration on 
Health and 
Sustainable 
Development 
(2002)   
 

The Johannesburg Declaration on Health 
and Sustainable Development focuses the 
world's attention and direct action toward 
meeting difficult challenges, including 
improving people's lives and conserving 
our natural resources in a world that is 
growing in population, with ever-increasing 
demands for food, water, shelter, 
sanitation, energy, health services and 
economic security. 

The Local Plan and SEA should 
include policies and objectives 
relating to water, energy, economy 
and other social aspects.  
 

 European 
Landscape 
Convention 
(2006)  
 

The UK signed the European Landscape 
Convention in 2006. It aims to encourage 
the protection, management, and planning 
of all landscapes, rural and urban, large, 
and small, coastal and inland, protected or 
degraded. The Convention defines 
landscape as ‘an area, as perceived by 
people, whose character is the result of 
action and interaction of natural and/or 
human factors’. The Convention takes 
landscape management to mean ‘action, 
from a perspective of sustainable 
development, to ensure the regular 
upkeep of a landscape, so as to guide and 
harmonise changes which are brought 
about by social, economic and 
environmental processes. 

The Local Plan should seek to 
manage the current and future 
landscape sustainably, protecting 
the character of landscapes, in 
harmony with changes brought 
about by social, economic, and 
environmental processes. SEA 
should assess the impact of 
development on the landscape. 
 

 UN 
Framework 
Convention on 
Climate 
Change 
Copenhagen 
Accord (2009)  
 

The Copenhagen Accord contained several 
key elements on which there was strong 
convergence of the views of governments. 
This included the long-term goal of limiting 
the maximum global average temperature 
increase to no more than 2 degrees Celsius 
above pre-industrial levels. In 2009 the 
goal was to cut carbon emissions by 20% 
below 2006 levels by 2020: an equivalent 
of 3% below 1990 levels by 2020. The goal 

Local Plan policies should support 
overall objectives and 
requirements of the Convention 
and ensure that the requirements 
of the Convention are reflected in 
the SEA framework. 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/Millennium.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/Millennium.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/Millennium.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/Millennium.aspx
https://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/HSD_Plaq_02.8_def1.pdf
https://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/HSD_Plaq_02.8_def1.pdf
https://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/HSD_Plaq_02.8_def1.pdf
https://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/HSD_Plaq_02.8_def1.pdf
https://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/HSD_Plaq_02.8_def1.pdf
https://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/HSD_Plaq_02.8_def1.pdf
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/policy/13732-2/
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/policy/13732-2/
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/policy/13732-2/
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/policy/13732-2/
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/conferences/past-conferences/copenhagen-climate-change-conference-december-2009/copenhagen-climate-change-conference-december-2009
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/conferences/past-conferences/copenhagen-climate-change-conference-december-2009/copenhagen-climate-change-conference-december-2009
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/conferences/past-conferences/copenhagen-climate-change-conference-december-2009/copenhagen-climate-change-conference-december-2009
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/conferences/past-conferences/copenhagen-climate-change-conference-december-2009/copenhagen-climate-change-conference-december-2009
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/conferences/past-conferences/copenhagen-climate-change-conference-december-2009/copenhagen-climate-change-conference-december-2009
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/conferences/past-conferences/copenhagen-climate-change-conference-december-2009/copenhagen-climate-change-conference-december-2009
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/conferences/past-conferences/copenhagen-climate-change-conference-december-2009/copenhagen-climate-change-conference-december-2009
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Document Summary Key messages for Local Plan and 
SEA 

was later changed in early 2010 to 17% of 
2005 levels by 2020; an equivalent of 2.5% 
above 1990 levels. 

 Transforming 
our World: the 
2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable 
Development 
(2015)  
 

Contains a set of 17 sustainable 
development goals and 169 targets across 
topics including poverty, food security, 
health and well-being, inclusive and 
equitable education for all, gender 
equality, sustainable water management, 
sustainable energy, economic growth, 
settlements that are safe, inclusive and 
resilient, sustainable consumption, climate 
change, marine conservation, ecosystems 
and biodiversity, peaceful and inclusive 
societies and global partnerships. The 2030 
Agenda takes all of the goals set by Agenda 
21, and re-asserts them as the basis for 
sustainable development, and adds on 17 
agreed goals revolving around the same 
concepts of Agenda 21.  

The Local Plan should take account 
of the sustainable development 
goals, and they should be reflected 
in the SEA. Many are directly 
related to spatial planning. 
 

 UN 
Convention on 
Human Rights 
(2015)  

The UN Convention on Human Rights 
details the basic civil and political rights of 
individuals and nations.  
 

The Local Plan should include 
policies that promote equality and 
redress inequalities related to age, 
gender, race, disability, faith, 
location, and income. The SEA 
should include objectives that seek 
to address deprivation and 
inequality. 

 Paris 
Agreement 
(2016)   
 

Legally binding international treaty on 
climate change. Its goal is to limit global 
warming to well below 2, preferably 1.5 
degrees centigrade, compared to pre-
industrial levels. By 2020 countries should 
submit their plans for climate action known 
as nationally determined contributions 
(NDCs). NDCs are mandatory and outline 
the actions a country will take to reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions and to increase 
resilience to climate change. The NDC 
commits the UK to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by 68% compared to 1990 levels 
by 2030. It also includes information about 
how this target was developed and 
quantified. Local plans will need to include 
policies that ensure development helps the 
UK to meet this target. 

The Local Plan and SEA should be 
informed by climate resilience and 
adaptation considerations. It 
should consider how to cascade 
the international and domestic 
commitments for climate 
resilience and adaptation 
considerations to be embedded in 
future development decisions in 
order to contribute to national 
commitments and targets. 
 

 UN 
Convention on 

The convention set the following three 
main objectives 

The Local Plan will need to have 
regard to the government’s 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/sustainable-development/SDGs/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/sustainable-development/SDGs/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/sustainable-development/SDGs/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/sustainable-development/SDGs/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/sustainable-development/SDGs/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/sustainable-development/SDGs/index_en.htm
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi10f2dpcTvAhVKaRUIHQzAAsQQFjAJegQIAxAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.un.org%2Fen%2Fudhrbook%2Fpdf%2Fudhr_booklet_en_web.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1rxfMqGj23-EhmbTteF-5F
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi10f2dpcTvAhVKaRUIHQzAAsQQFjAJegQIAxAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.un.org%2Fen%2Fudhrbook%2Fpdf%2Fudhr_booklet_en_web.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1rxfMqGj23-EhmbTteF-5F
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi10f2dpcTvAhVKaRUIHQzAAsQQFjAJegQIAxAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.un.org%2Fen%2Fudhrbook%2Fpdf%2Fudhr_booklet_en_web.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1rxfMqGj23-EhmbTteF-5F
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi10f2dpcTvAhVKaRUIHQzAAsQQFjAJegQIAxAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.un.org%2Fen%2Fudhrbook%2Fpdf%2Fudhr_booklet_en_web.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1rxfMqGj23-EhmbTteF-5F
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/4f4a/d573/d69b4629b360ea9dff226189/cop-15-part-01-l-01-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/4f4a/d573/d69b4629b360ea9dff226189/cop-15-part-01-l-01-en.pdf
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Biological 
Diversity 
(COP15, 2021)  
 

• The conservation of biological 
diversity 

• The sustainable use of the 
components of biological diversity 

• The fair and equitable sharing of 
the benefits arising out of the 
utilisation of genetic resources. 

In 2010 the Convention adopted a revised 
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity to provide an 
overarching framework on biodiversity, not 
only for the biodiversity-related 
conventions, but for the entire United 
Nations system and all other partners 
engaged in biodiversity management and 
policy development. Parties agreed to 
translate this into revised national 
biodiversity strategies within 2 years, 
which in the UK resulted in the Defra 
publishing ‘Biodiversity 2020'. 

Biodiversity 2020 strategy. The SEA 
will assess potential impacts on 
biodiversity from the plan and 
identify required mitigation. 
 

 UN Climate 
Change 
Conference 
Glasgow 
(COP26, 2021)  
 

COP26 is the 2021 United Nations Climate 
Change Conference, all countries agreed to 
the “Glasgow Climate Pact” to keep 1.5C 
alive. This pact is manifested across the 
three UN Climate treaties (the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris 
Agreement.  

Local Plan policies should support 
the overall objectives and 
requirements of the Convention. 
The requirements of the 
Convention should be reflected in 
the SEA framework. 
 

 

National  

Document Summary Key messages for Local Plan and 
SEA 

 Ancient 
Monuments & 
Archaeological 
Areas Act (1979)   
 

An Act to consolidate and amend the law 
relating to ancient monuments; to make 
provision for the investigation, 
preservation and recording of matters of 
archaeological or historical interest and 
(in connection therewith) for the 
regulation of operations or activities 
affecting such matters 

The Local Plan must make 
reference to the important 
historic natural and built 
environment and provide 
appropriate protection in the 
relevant policies, as well as 
ensure that these designations 
are not disadvantaged in other 
policies. The SEA should include 
objectives relating to the 
protection of the historic natural 
and built environment and seek 
protection of designated sites. 

 Wildlife & 
Countryside Act 

Implements the Wild Birds Directive 
(79/409/EEC).  It is one of the major 

Local Plan policies need to 
include policies to protect 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/4f4a/d573/d69b4629b360ea9dff226189/cop-15-part-01-l-01-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/4f4a/d573/d69b4629b360ea9dff226189/cop-15-part-01-l-01-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/4f4a/d573/d69b4629b360ea9dff226189/cop-15-part-01-l-01-en.pdf
https://unfccc.int/conference/glasgow-climate-change-conference-october-november-2021
https://unfccc.int/conference/glasgow-climate-change-conference-october-november-2021
https://unfccc.int/conference/glasgow-climate-change-conference-october-november-2021
https://unfccc.int/conference/glasgow-climate-change-conference-october-november-2021
https://unfccc.int/conference/glasgow-climate-change-conference-october-november-2021
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1979/46/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1979/46/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1979/46/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1979/46/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69
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(1981) (As 
Amended)  
 

pieces of legislation under which UK 
wildlife is protected.  The Act gives broad 
protection to all wild birds (with some 
exceptions) and also gives varying 
degrees of protection to other species of 
animals and plants. 

wildlife and protected species. 
SEA Framework needs to include 
biodiversity and protected 
species. 
 

 Environmental 
Protection Act 
(1990) Succeeded 
the Control of 
Pollution Act 
(1974) as 
amended  
 

The Environmental protection Act (1990) 
brought in a system of integrated 
pollution control for the disposal of 
wastes to land, water and air. The act 
included objectives to:  

• Establish integrated 
pollution control and give Local 
Authorities new powers to 
control air pollution from a 
range of prescribed processes.  
• Improves rules on waste 
disposal. 

Local Authorities are required to inspect 
the area they cover for statutory 
nuisances and investigate complaints of 
statutory nuisances. 

The Local Plan needs to consider 
measures to control pollution. 
The SEA should include 
objectives that relate to 
environmental protection.  
 

 Planning (Listed 
Buildings and 
Conservation Area) 
Act 1990  

Provides guidance for local planning 
authorities in relation to buildings of 
special architectural or historic interest.  
The Secretary of State compiles a list of 
historic buildings and monuments 
commission for England which local 
planning authorities need to take into 
account. The Act provides the definition 
of a listed building and legislation as to 
what protection is afforded listed 
heritage assets and the treatment of a 
listed building through the control of 
works in respect of listed buildings. 

The Local Plan will need to 
include policies regarding the 
protection of designated listed 
buildings and heritage assets. 
The SA should include objectives 
relating to the importance of 
protecting the historic 
environment. 

 Environment Act 
(1995)   
 

The Environment Act (1995) sets out that 
Local Authorities have a duty to manage 
local air quality. The Act introduced a 
system of Local Air Quality Management 
(LAQM) and required local authorities to 
assess air quality within their boundary 
and to evaluate development and 
transport plans against these 
assessments. 

The Local Plan and SEA should 
consider measures that seek to 
reduce air pollution and improve 
air quality through appropriate 
measures where relevant. 
 

Land Use 
Framework, 2026 

 

Policy paper setting out how land can be 
used more effectively to increase the 
resilience of homes, communities, 
infrastructure, and food systems, while 

The Local Plan and SEA should 
have regard to the provisions of 
the framework. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/43/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/43/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/43/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/43/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/43/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/43/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/43/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1995/25/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1995/25/contents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/land-use-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/land-use-framework
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speeding up development and restoring 
nature.  The Framework has 3 sections:  

• a vision for England’s future 
landscapes, informed 
by sophisticated land use change 
analysis  

• a set of principles to inform how 
decisions are made about land  

• actions we will take to support 
land use change, in partnership 
with others 

 Countryside & 
Rights of Way Act 
(2000)  
 

DEFRA produced The Countryside and 
Rights of Way Act, and it received Royal 
Assent on 30 November 2000.  However, 
with the provision that it come into force 
in incremental steps over subsequent 
years. The Act contains 5 parts and 16 
Schedules, and focus on the following:  

• measures to improve public 
access to the open countryside 
and registered common land; 

• Amends the law relating to 
public rights of way to improve 
conservation of sensitive 
environments; 

• Providing increased protection of 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI) and strengthens wildlife 
enforcement legislation.  It 
provides a basis for the 
conservation of biological 
diversity; and  

• Providing for better management 
of Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB). 

Local Plans can play a role in 
safeguarding wildlife and 
sensitive habitats from access to 
the public where necessary; 
identifying where environments 
and habitats including SSSIs is in 
conflict with existing or 
proposed rights of way; 
identifying where the 
conservation of species and 
habitats, SSSIs and threatened 
species needs additional 
protection. 
Local Plans can assist in the 
identification, designation, 
management and monitoring of 
AONBs (NLs). 
The SEA should consider 
objectives and indicators 
indicating conflict between 
public access to land and 
sensitive environments and 
habitats; objectives and 
indicators indicating conflict 
between traffic and sensitive 
environments and habitats; 
objectives and indicators relating 
to threatened species, sensitive 
environments, SSSI and 
management of this; objectives 
and indicators regarding the 
state and the management of 
AONBs; and objectives and 
indicators to identify 
conservation areas where there 
would be a need for a 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/37/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/37/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/37/contents
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management forum or an 
agreement. 

 Accessible Natural 
Green Space 
Standards in 
Towns and Cities: 
A Review and 
toolkit for their 
implementation 
(2003)  and  Nature 
Nearby: Accessible 
Green Space 
Guidance (2010)   
 

Give guidance on the concept of 
Accessible Natural Green Space 
Standards (ANGSt).  The 2010 report 
provides practical advice to planning 
authorities on meeting the standards 
within new and existing developments. 
recommends that everyone, wherever 
they live, should have an accessible 
natural greenspace: 

• of at least 2ha in size, no more 
than 300m (5 minutes walk) 
from home; 

• at least one accessible 20ha site 
within 2km of home; 

• one accessible 100ha site within 
5km of home; and 

• one accessible 500ha site within 
10km of home; plus 

• a minimum of 1ha of statutory 
Local Nature Reserves per 
thousand population. 

Local plan policies should ensure 
that ANGSt standards are met. 
The SEA should include 
objectives relating to access to 
natural greenspace 

 Housing Act 
(2004)   
 

The Act sets standards for housing 
conditions and home information packs 
in connection with the sale of residential 
properties. The Act also covers the right 
to buy scheme and the accommodation 
needs of gypsies and travellers with 
particular regard to mobile homes. 

The Local Plan and SEA should 
have regard to the provisions of 
the Act.  
 

 Planning and 
Compulsory 
Purchase Act 
(2004)  
 

Makes provisions relating to spatial 
development and town and country 
planning, and the compulsory acquisition 
of land. It sets out a number of 
legislative requirements for the 
production of Local Plan documents. 

The Local Plan and SEA should 
comply with the provisions of 
the Act.  
 

Levelling Up and 
Regeneration Act, 
2023 

Sets out the direction for planning, 
making provisions. As part of this, it 
seeks to streamline the planning process, 
including through a reform of existing EU 
generated systems of SA/SEA, Habitats 
Regulations Assessment (HRA) and 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), 
which will eventually be replaced by a 
simpler process known as 
'Environmental Outcomes Reports'. 
However, secondary legislation is 
required to introduce the new regime 

Seeks to streamline the planning 
process, including through a 
reform of existing EU generated 
systems of SA/SEA, Habitats 
Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
and Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA), which will 
eventually be replaced by a 
simpler process known as 
'Environmental Outcomes 
Reports'. However, secondary 
legislation is required to 

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/65021
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/65021
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/65021
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/65021
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/65021
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/65021
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/65021
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/65021
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/65021
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/65021
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/65021
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/65021
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/34/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/34/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/55
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/55
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/55
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and at present the requirement to 
undertake SEA remains in force. 

introduce the new regime and at 
present the requirement to 
undertake SEA remains in force. 

Bathing Water 
Directive 
2066/7/EC  

The 2006 Bathing Water directive 
replaced the former directive 
(76/160/EC). The directive applies to 
surface waters that can be used for 
bathing except for swimming pools and 
spa pools, confined waters subject to 
treatment or used for therapeutic 
purposes and confined waters artificially 
separated from surface water and 
groundwater. The 2006 Bathing Water 
Directive has the purpose to preserve, 
protect and improve the quality of the 
environment and to protect human 
health. The provisions of the Directive 
include a number of obligations for 
Member States.  

The Local Plan and SEA should 
ensure that bathing water 
quality is preserved or enhanced 
where possible.  
 

 Climate Change 
and Sustainable 
Energy Act (2006)  
 

The principal purpose of this Act is to 
enhance the United Kingdom's 
contribution to combating climate 
change. This includes alleviating fuel 
poverty and securing a diverse and viable 
long-term energy supply. The act 
provides provisions relating to: 

• Microgeneration.  
• Reporting on greenhouse gas 

emissions.  
• Carbon emissions reduction 

obligation.  
• Community energy and 

renewable heat. 
 

Planning policies will need to 
promote the use of 
microgeneration systems where 
possible, and that new 
development will be powered by 
renewable sources. New 
development should be 
encouraged to use community 
energy and heat sources. 
Planning policies will need to 
encourage development that is 
fuel efficient and minimises the 
use of gas. The SEA should 
include objectives which relate 
to climate change and 
sustainable use of energy.  

 Natural 
Environment & 
Rural Communities 
Act (2006)  
 

The act created Natural England and the 
Commission for Rural Communities and, 
amongst other measures, it extended 
the biodiversity duty set out in the 
Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) 
Act to public bodies and statutory 
undertakers to ensure due regard to the 
conservation of biodiversity. The Duty is 
set out in Section 40 of the Act, and 
states that every public authority must, 
in exercising its functions, have regard, 
so far as is consistent with the proper 

The Local Plan and SEA should 
include policies and objectives 
that relate to biodiversity 
protection  
 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02006L0007-20140101
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02006L0007-20140101
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02006L0007-20140101
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/19/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/19/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/19/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/contents
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exercise of those functions, to the 
purpose of conserving biodiversity. 

 Climate Change 
Act (2008)  
 

Amongst other things the act sets a 
target to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and make provision to adapt 
to climate change. The act includes the 
following objectives:  

• Reduce emissions by at least 
80% in 2050 by 1990 levels. 

• Set legally binding ‘carbon 
budgets’ 

• Set up a committee on climate 
change 

• Set up a national adaption plan. 

The Local Plan needs to consider 
how it can encourage climate 
change mitigation and adaption.  
 

 Planning Act 
(2008)  
 

The Act created two changes to the 
functioning of the planning system: The 
establishment of an Infrastructure 
Planning Commission to make decisions 
on nationally significant infrastructure 
projects. Creation of the Community 
Infrastructure Levy, a charge to be 
collected from developers by local 
authorities for the provision of local and 
sub-regional infrastructure. The act 
requires that “Development plan 
documents must (taken as a whole) 
include policies designed to secure that 
the development and use of land in the 
local planning authority’s area contribute 
to the mitigation of, and adaption to, 
climate change”. 

The Local Plan and SEA should 
take account of, and be in 
conformity with Act.  
 

Planning and 
Infrastructure Act, 
2025 
 

The Act includes: 

• Proposes reforming planning 
fees 

• national delegation scheme. 

• proposals to speed up the 
decision process for Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Projects  

• streamlining the consultation 
process and reducing 
opportunities for judicial review 

• seeks to unlock more land for 
development 

• planning at a sub-regional level 
through the production of spatial 
development strategies   

• establishes a Nature Restoration 
Fund  

The Local Plan should take into 
account the establishment of 
Spatial Development Strategies 
and Environmental Delivery 
Plans. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/27/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/27/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2025/34
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2025/34
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2025/34
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 Climate Change & 
biodiversity 
Adaption: The Role 
of the Spatial 
Planning System 
(Natural England, 
2009)  
 

Amongst other things the guidance 
includes: 

• The context for Natural 
England’s engagement with 
climate change, including the 
likely impacts on biodiversity and 
the barriers to adaptation. 

• The opportunities for facilitating 
biodiversity adaptation through 
spatial planning and 
development control, including 
regional and local plans and 
sustainability appraisals.  

Local Plan policies should 
support overall objectives and 
requirements of the guidance on 
climate change and biodiversity 
adaption. Ensure that the 
requirements of the guidance 
are reflected in the SEA 
framework. 
 

 Marine and 
Coastal Access Act 
(2009)  
 

The act seeks to improve management 
and increase protection of the marine 
environment and improve recreational 
access to England’s coasts. Amongst 
other things the act makes provision for 
marine plans, designation of 
conservation zones, amends the system 
for managing migratory and freshwater 
fish and enable recreational access to 
the coast. 
 

The Local Plan must emphasise 
the importance of being a 
coastal district and the benefits 
this provides to its residents, 
workers and visitors to the area. 
The Local Plan should include 
policies that protect the 
coastline from any development 
which may have a negative 
impact upon its quality and 
recognise the effects of coastal 
change as a result of a changing 
climate. The SEA should make 
reference to the important 
coastal features of the district 
and the seek objectives that 
underline the importance of 
protecting the coast and the 
marine wildlife within the 
coastal waters. 

 Flood & Water 
Management Act 
(2010)  
 

Requires more comprehensive 
management of flood risk, which led to 
the creation of Lead Local Flood 
Authorities, with responsibilities for 
identifying and addressing flood risk 
alongside the Environment Agency. 
There are a number of objectives such as 
ensuring the use of sustainable drainage 
systems in new development 

The Local Plan should be 
developed using the latest flood 
zones and tidal hazard mapping. 
The SEA should minimise 
vulnerability and provide 
resilience and adaption to 
climate change. 
 

 Noise Policy 
Statement for 
England (2010)  
 

The Noise Policy Statement for England 
(NSPE) sets out the long term vision of 
government noise Policy. The Noise 
Policy vision is to “Promote good health 
and a good quality of life through the 
effective management of noise within 

The SEA should include 
objectives that promote good 
health and a good quality of life 
through the management of 
noise.  
 

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/41006?category=10003
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/41006?category=10003
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/41006?category=10003
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/41006?category=10003
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/41006?category=10003
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/41006?category=10003
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/41006?category=10003
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2009/23/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2009/23/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2009/23/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/contents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/noise-policy-statement-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/noise-policy-statement-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/noise-policy-statement-for-england
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the context of Government policy on 
sustainable development”. The Noise 
Policy aims to (Through the effective 
management and control of 
environmental, neighbour and 
neighbourhood noise): 

• avoid significant adverse impacts 
on health and quality of life; 

• mitigate and minimise adverse 
impacts on health and quality of 
life; and  

• where possible, contribute to 
the improvement of health and 
quality of life 

 The Government’s 
Statement on the 
Historic 
Environment for 
England (DCMS, 
2010)  
 

Calls for those who have the power to 
shape the historic environment to 
recognise its value and to manage it in 
an intelligent manner in light of the 
contribution that it can make to social, 
economic and cultural life. Also of note is 
the reference to promoting the role of 
the historic environment with the 
Government’s response to climate 
change and wider sustainable 
development agenda. 

The Local Plan must recognise 
the important historic 
environment as integral to 
economic, social, and cultural 
life of the district and that 
protection of important historic 
assets must be presented in a 
positive manner. The SEA should 
provide objectives that 
recognise the importance of the 
historic environment throughout 
the district. 

 UK Air Quality 
Standard 
Regulations (2010)  
 

The UK Air Quality Standard Regulations 
(2010) are regulations relating to 
ambient air quality, duties and 
requirements of the Secretary of State, 
requirements in relation to PM2.5 
(certain particle matter) public 
information and power for the Secretary 
of State to direct local authorities. 

The Local Plan and SEA need to 
be in conformity with the 
regulations.  
 

 Localism Act 
(2011)  
 

The Act sets out how power will be 
devolved to councils and 
neighbourhoods to give local 
communities more control over housing 
and planning decisions. The main 
provisions of the Localism Act fall under 
four headings: 

• New freedoms and flexibilities 
for local government.  

• New rights and powers for 
communities and individuals.  

• Reform to make the planning 
system more democratic and 
more effective.  

The Local Plan consultation 
process will need to be 
considered to enable 
opportunities for local people to 
be involved in its curation. The 
Local Plan should take account 
of adopted and emerging 
Neighbourhood Plans.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-statement-on-the-historic-environment-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-statement-on-the-historic-environment-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-statement-on-the-historic-environment-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-statement-on-the-historic-environment-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-statement-on-the-historic-environment-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-statement-on-the-historic-environment-for-england
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/1001/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/1001/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/1001/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/contents/enacted
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• Reform to ensure decisions 
about housing are taken locally. 

 National Policy 
Statements for 
energy 
infrastructure 
(2011)  
 

The National Policy Statements for 
energy infrastructure set out the 
government’s Policy for delivery of major 
energy infrastructure. Statements are 
provided on fossil fuel electricity 
generating infrastructure, renewable 
energy infrastructure, gas supply, 
electricity networks infrastructure and 
nuclear power generation. 

The Local Plan and SEA should 
take into account the measures 
within the National Policy 
Statements when preparing 
policies and objectives.  
 

 Safeguarding our 
Soils (DEFRA, 
2011)  
 

Safeguarding our soils sets out that by 
2030 all of England’s soils will be 
managed sustainably and degradation 
threats tackled successfully. The strategy 
highlights areas of priority including:  

• Better protection for agricultural 
soils  

• Protecting and enhancing stores 
of soil carbon 

• Building the resilience of soils to 
a changing climate  

• Preventing soil pollution  

• Effective soil protection during 
construction and development  

• Dealing with the legacy of 
contaminated land 

The Local Plan should develop 
policies that promote previously 
developed land for 
development. The SEA should 
include objectives that seek to 
protect greenfield sites.  
 

UK Marine Policy 
Statement (2011)  

Applies to all UK waters. It is the 
framework for preparing Marine Plans, 
ensuring consistency across the UK, and 
provides direction for new marine 
licensing and other authorisation 
systems. The Policy Statement sets out 
the general environmental, social and 
economic considerations that need to be 
taken into account in marine planning. 
Activities taking place on land and in the 
sea can have impacts on both terrestrial 
and marine environments. The coast and 
estuaries are highly valued 
environments, as well as social and 
economic assets.  

As the Marine Policy Statement 
and the marine planning system 
sits alongside and interact with 
existing planning regimes across 
the UK, there will be the need to 
ensure that the Local Plan takes 
into account the requirements 
of Marine Policy Statement and 
subsequent Marine Plans. As the 
marine plan area boundaries will 
extend up to the level of mean 
high water spring tides while 
terrestrial planning boundaries 
generally extend to mean low 
water spring tides, the marine 
plan area will physically overlap 
with that of terrestrial plans. 
This overlap ensures that marine 
and land planning will address 
the whole of the marine and 
terrestrial environments 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-policy-statements-for-energy-infrastructure
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-policy-statements-for-energy-infrastructure
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-policy-statements-for-energy-infrastructure
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-policy-statements-for-energy-infrastructure
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-policy-statements-for-energy-infrastructure
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-our-soils-a-strategy-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-our-soils-a-strategy-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-our-soils-a-strategy-for-england
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respectively, and not be 
restricted by an artificial 
boundary at the coast. The SEA 
objectives should consider the 
impact on the marine 
environment and economy. 

 Working with the 
grain of nature: a 
biodiversity 
strategy for 
England (2011)  
 

Ensures that biodiversity considerations 
become embedded in all the main 
sectors of economic activity, public and 
private. The Strategy capitalises on the 
opportunities presented by the report of 
the Policy Commission on food and 
farming. The document’s vision is one 
where wild species and habitats are part 
of healthy functioning ecosystems; 
where we nurture, treasure and enhance 
our biodiversity, and where biodiversity 
is a natural consideration of policies and 
decisions, and in society as a whole 

The Local Plan will seek to 
implement policies that 
emphasise the importance of 
protecting and enhancing the 
natural environment. The SEA 
should include incorporate 
objectives that support the 
protection and enhancement of 
biodiversity values. 
 

 Agricultural Land 
Classification: 
Protecting the Best 
and Most Versatile 
Agricultural Land 
(Natural England, 
2012)  

The Natural England technical 
information note sets out information 
regarding the protection of the best and 
most versatile agricultural land. 
 

The Local Plan and SEA should 
have regard to the information 
within the note when preparing 
policies and objectives relating 
to the protection of agricultural 
land. agricultural land. 
 

 National Policy 
Statement for 
Ports (2012)  
 

The National Policy Statement for ports 
sets out a framework for decisions 
regarding UK port development 
proposals also applying, where relevant, 
to associated road and rail links. It is a 
National Policy Statement (NPS) and 
provides the framework for decisions on 
proposals for new port development 

Local Plans need to be produced 
in accordance with the NPS for 
Ports. The SEA should include 
objectives which relate to all 
relevant elements of the NPS for 
ports. The Local Plan need to 
recognise the strategic 
importance of the port of 
Felixstowe and consider how 
this can be reflected in Local 
Plan Policies.  

 Rural Statement 
(DEFRA, 2012)  
 

The Statement is based around three key 
priorities: 

• Economic Growth - rural 
businesses to make a sustainable 
contribution to national growth 

• Rural Engagement - engage 
directly with rural communities 
so that they can see that 
Government is on their side; and  

• Quality of Life - we want rural 
people to have fair access to 

Local Plan policies should be in 
conformity with the priorities set 
out in the rural statement. The 
SEA should include objectives 
that seek to enhance rural 
inclusion and access to facilities 
and services to help local 
communities to thrive and grow. 
 

https://www.treeappeal.com/downloads/DEFRA-biostrategy.pdf
https://www.treeappeal.com/downloads/DEFRA-biostrategy.pdf
https://www.treeappeal.com/downloads/DEFRA-biostrategy.pdf
https://www.treeappeal.com/downloads/DEFRA-biostrategy.pdf
https://www.treeappeal.com/downloads/DEFRA-biostrategy.pdf
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/4424325
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/4424325
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/4424325
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/4424325
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/4424325
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/4424325
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/4424325
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-policy-statement-for-ports
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-policy-statement-for-ports
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-policy-statement-for-ports
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69597/pb13814-rural-statement.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69597/pb13814-rural-statement.pdf
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public services and to be actively 
engaged in shaping the places in 
which they live 

 Energy Act 
(2013)  and  Energy 
Act (2016)  
 

The 2013 Energy Act sets out legislation 
that reflects the availability of new 
technologies (such as CCS and emerging 
renewable technologies) and ensure 
adequate protection for the 
environment and taxpayer as the energy 
market changes. The Energy Act 2016 
created a new Oil and Gas Authority, 
meaning that a quango rather than a 
government minister deals with the oil 
and gas industry. 

The Local Plan should encourage 
reductions in CO2 emissions and 
promote sustainable growth. 
The SEA should include 
objectives which encourage the 
reduction of CO2 emissions. 
 

Water Stressed 
Areas – Final 
Classification (EA 
2021) 

The report provides methodology 
developed by the Environment Agency 
and Natural Resources Wales for the 
classification of areas of water stress in 
England and Wales. The whole of Anglian 
Water’s supply area and the Essex and 
Suffolk Water supply area are shown as 
areas of ‘Serious’ water stress, based on 
the amount of water available per 
person both now and in the future.  

The Local Plan should respond to 
the fact that the district may 
suffer increased water stress as 
a result of climate change and a 
growing population. The SEA 
should include objectives that 
seek to conserve and enhance 
water quality and resources. 

 Biodiversity duty: 
public authority to 
have regard to 
conserving 
biodiversity (2014)  
 

This document underlines the 
responsibility of public authorities to 
include biodiversity in everything they 
do. 
 

The Local Plan will need to 
demonstrate the duty to have 
regard to biodiversity. SEA 
objectives should demonstrate 
regard to biodiversity.  

 National Character 
Area Profiles: data 
for local decision 
making (2014)  
 

The NCA profiles contain information 
and environmental evidence about 
places. The NCA's divide England into 
159 distinct natural areas. Each is 
defined by a unique combination of 
landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity, 
history and cultural and economic 
activity. The Boundaries follow natural 
lines in the landscape rather than 
administrative boundaries. 

Information from the NCA 
profiles should be used to 
inform planning policies and SEA 
objectives  
 

 National Planning 
Policy for Waste 
(2014)  
 

The National Planning Policy for Waste 
encourages a sustainable approach to 
waste management. It provides guidance 
about the identification of waste 
management sites and deciding planning 
applications for waste facilities. The 
policy also requires local authorities to 

The Local Plan needs to be in 
conformity with the Suffolk 
Minerals and Waste Local Plan. 
The SEA Framework should 
include objectives relating to the 
reduction of waste across the 
district. 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2013/32/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2013/32/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2016/20/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2016/20/contents/enacted
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-stressed-areas-2021-classification
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-stressed-areas-2021-classification
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-stressed-areas-2021-classification
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-stressed-areas-2021-classification
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-duty-public-authority-duty-to-have-regard-to-conserving-biodiversity
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-duty-public-authority-duty-to-have-regard-to-conserving-biodiversity
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-duty-public-authority-duty-to-have-regard-to-conserving-biodiversity
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-duty-public-authority-duty-to-have-regard-to-conserving-biodiversity
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-duty-public-authority-duty-to-have-regard-to-conserving-biodiversity
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-for-waste
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-for-waste
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-for-waste
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monitor the use and take up of waste 
management facilities 

 National Policy 
Statement for 
National Networks 
(2024)   
 

The National Networks National Policy 
Statement provides planning guidance 
for nationally significant road, rail and 
strategic rail freight interchange projects. 

The Local Plan should be 
prepared in conformity the NPS 
for national networks, 
particularly where proposals 
include nationally significant 
road or rail infrastructure.  

 Natural England 
Standing Advice for 
Protected Species 
(2014) (as 
amended) 
 

The Natural England standing advice for 
protected species provides information 
on how to assess a planning application 
when there are protected species on or 
near a proposed development site. The 
guidance includes whether a species may 
be present as well as any mitigation 
measures that may be necessary. 

Local Plan documents that 
propose development sites 
should have regard to the 
Natural England Standing 
Advice. The SEA should include 
objectives relating to 
biodiversity. 
 

 Planning Policy for 
traveller sites 
(2024)  
 

Government planning policy for traveller 
sites to ensure fair and equal treatment 
for travellers, in a way that facilitates the 
traditional and nomadic way of life of 
travellers while respecting the interests 
of the settled community. Includes the 
following provisions for local planning 
authorities: 

• should make their own 
assessment of need for the 
purposes of planning 

• work collaboratively, to develop 
fair and effective strategies to 
meet need through the 
identification of land for sites 

• to plan for sites over a 
reasonable timescale 

• that plan-making and decision-
taking should protect Green Belt 
from inappropriate development 

• to promote more private 
traveller site provision  

• to reduce the number of 
unauthorised developments and 
encampments and make 
enforcement more effective 

• to ensure that Local Plans 
includes fair, realistic and 
inclusive policies 

• to increase the number of 
traveller sites in appropriate 

Local Plans will need to develop 
policies that account for the 
requirements and ensure needs 
assessments are up to date. The 
SEA should include objectives 
that relate to social inclusion 
and housing provision.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-networks-national-policy-statement
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-networks-national-policy-statement
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-networks-national-policy-statement
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-networks-national-policy-statement
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-how-to-review-planning-applications
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-how-to-review-planning-applications
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-how-to-review-planning-applications
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-how-to-review-planning-applications
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-how-to-review-planning-applications
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-policy-for-traveller-sites
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-policy-for-traveller-sites
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-policy-for-traveller-sites
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locations with planning 
permission 

• to reduce tensions between 
settled and traveller 
communities in plan-making and 
planning decisions 

• to enable provision of suitable 
accommodation from which 
travellers can access education, 
health, welfare and employment 
infrastructure 

• to have due regard to the 
protection of local amenity and 
local environment 

 Housing and 
Planning Act 
(2016)  
 

The Act made widespread changes to 
housing policy at the national level. 
Measures introduced in the Act relate to 
starter homes, and permitting the sale of 
higher value local authority homes. The 
overarching aim of the Act is to promote 
home ownership and increase levels of 
house building. 

The Local Plan and SEA need to 
consider future policies to 
address issues in the act.  
 

 Air Quality Plan 
for Nitrogen 
Dioxide (NO2) in 
the UK (2017)  
 

The Air Quality Plan for Nitrogen Dioxide 
(NO2) in the UK sets out how the UK will 
be reducing roadside nitrogen dioxide 
concentrations. The directions require 
specified local authorities to carry out 
studies or to implement actions to meet 
legal limits for nitrogen dioxide in the 
shortest possible time.  

Local Plan policies should 
support the overall objective to 
reduce roadside carbon dioxide 
concentrations and promote 
sustainable transport modes. 
The Local Plan should not result 
in adverse effects on air quality.  

 Conservation of 
Habitats & Species 
Regulations 
(2017)  and 
the  Conservation 
of Habitats and 
Species 
(Amendment) (EU 
Exit) Regulations 
2019  
 

One of the pieces of domestic law that 
transposed the land and marine aspects 
of the Habitats Directive (Council 
Directive 92/43/EEC) and certain 
elements of the Wild Birds Directive 
(Directive 2009/147/EC). SACs and 
Special Protection Areas (SPAs) in the UK 
no longer form part of the EU’s Natura 
2000 ecological network. The 2019 
Regulations have created a national site 
network on land and at sea, including 
both the inshore and offshore marine 
areas in the UK. The national site 
network includes: 

• existing SACs and SPAs 

• new SACs and SPAs designated 
under these Regulations 

Local Plan policies and SEA 
objectives need to consider the 
impact on protected sites and 
species.  
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2016/22/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2016/22/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2016/22/contents/enacted
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/air-quality-plan-for-nitrogen-dioxide-no2-in-uk-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/air-quality-plan-for-nitrogen-dioxide-no2-in-uk-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/air-quality-plan-for-nitrogen-dioxide-no2-in-uk-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/air-quality-plan-for-nitrogen-dioxide-no2-in-uk-2017
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2019/9780111176573
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2019/9780111176573
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2019/9780111176573
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2019/9780111176573
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2019/9780111176573
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2019/9780111176573
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Any references to Natura 2000 in the 
2017 Regulations and in guidance now 
refers to the new national site network. 

 Clean Growth 
Strategy (2017)  
 

This report emphasises the need to 
provide growth at a national scale which 
is clean. Protecting our built and natural 
environment is of paramount 
importance for the future of the country. 
Protecting our environment is beneficial 
for our economy and should be seen as 
an opportunity rather than a constraint. 
Successfully protecting and enhancing 
the natural environment will: 

• Improve our quality of life 

• Increase our economic 
prosperity 

• Result in cleaner air 

• Lower energy bills 

• Provide greater economic 
security.  

The report defines Clean Growth as 
growing natural income whilst cutting 
greenhouse gases. 

The Local Plan must protect and 
enhance the district’s natural 
and built environment. The SEA 
should recognise pressures on 
the built and natural 
environment across the district 
and set objectives that help to 
deliver clean growth. 
 

Industrial Strategy, 
2025 
 

This document sets out the Industrial 
Strategy, the 10-year plan to significantly 
increase business investment in 8 
growth-driving sectors, by making it 
quicker and easier for businesses to 
invest and providing them with the 
certainty and stability needed for long-
term investment decisions. 
For each sector, the specific details of 
the approach are set out in a separate 
Sector Plan. These cover: 

• Advanced manufacturing 

• Clean energy industries 

• Creative industries 

• Defence 

• Digital and technologies 

• Financial services 

• Life sciences 

• Professional and business 
services. 

The Local Plan and SEA should 
reflect the main aims of the 
Industrial Strategy and seek to 
achieve economic growth within 
the district.  
 

 Climate Change 
Risk Assessment 
(DEFRA, 2022)  
 

The Climate Change Act (2008) required 
the provision of Climate Change Risk 
Assessment. The assessment looks at the 
11 key sectors and the positive and 
negative impacts upon each one. Sectors 

The Local Plan and SEA should 
be in conformity with the 
provision of the Climate Change 
Act and take into account the 
Climate change risk assessment 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/69256e16367485ea116a56de/industrial_strategy_policy_paper.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/69256e16367485ea116a56de/industrial_strategy_policy_paper.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-climate-change-risk-assessment-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-climate-change-risk-assessment-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-climate-change-risk-assessment-2022
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tested include buildings and transport 
infrastructure, business, health, 
agriculture, and the natural 
environment. The CCRA also tests 
different possible responses to the 
threat of climate change and suggests 
future action points for central 
Government.  

when preparing policies and 
objectives.  
 

 The Water 
Environment 
(Water Framework 
Directive) (England 
and Wales) 
Regulations 2017  
 

The Water Framework Directive (WFD) is 
a comprehensive river basin 
management planning system which 
aims to protect and improve the 
ecological health of waterbodies across 
Europe. In the UK, the EA is the authority 
charged with implementation of the 
Directive, and must meet certain targets 
aimed at restoring water bodies towards 
good condition. The WFD also includes 
an objective to prevent deterioration of 
waterbody status within river 
catchments. In line with the objectives of 
the Directive, opportunities for 
waterbody improvement must be 
considered across all development 
proposals incorporating watercourses.  

The priorities of the River Basin 
Management Plans should be 
considered when developing the 
strategic priorities of the Local 
Plan. The SEA should detail 
where Water Framework 
directive requirements will have 
to be met and what 
actions/mitigation measures will 
be required to deliver them, 
particularly when assessing 
volumetric capacity of existing 
wastewater works and ensuring 
the plan does not result in the 
deterioration of any waterbody 
status.  

Environmental 
Improvement Plan 
2023 

The Environmental Improvement Plan 
2023 for England is the first revision of 
the 25 Year Environment Plan. It builds 
on the vision of 25 Year Environment 
Plan with a new plan setting out how 
Defra will work with landowners, 
communities and businesses to deliver 
each of its goals for improving the 
environment, matched with interim 
targets to measure progress. Under the 
plan the Government will protect 30% of 
England’s land and sea for nature. The 
document identifies ten goals upon 
which action will be focused. 

The Local plan needs to be 
conformity with the objectives 
set out within the EIP. The SEA 
Should include objectives which 
relate to protecting and 
enhancing the environment.  
 

 Homes England 
Strategic Plan 
2025- 2030 
 

The Homes England Strategic Plan 
identifies the steps that Homes England 
are taking over the 5-year period 2025 to 
2030 to help more people in England 
access better homes in the right places.  

The Local Plan should allocate 
land for housing in appropriate 
locations according to an 
identified need. Policies in the 
plan should ensure that that 
housing developments are 
accessible in terms of physical 
infrastructure and affordability 
where appropriate and that 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/407/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/407/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/407/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/407/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/407/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/407/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-improvement-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-improvement-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-improvement-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/homes-england-strategic-plan-2025-to-2030
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/homes-england-strategic-plan-2025-to-2030
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/homes-england-strategic-plan-2025-to-2030
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proposals actively seek to 
reduce social exclusion. The SEA 
should include objectives that 
aim to achieve the above 
approach to housing growth. 

 Playing fields 
policy and 
guidance 
(2018) (updated 
2021) 
 

The playing fields policy and guidance 
sets out that Sports England will oppose 
the granting of planning permission for 
any development which would lead to 
the loss of, or would prejudice the use of 
(subject to several exceptions): 

• all or any part of a playing field, 
or 

• land which has been used as a 
playing field and remains 
undeveloped, or  

• land allocated for use as a 
playing field 

The Local Plan should seek to 
protect the existing provision of 
playing pitches and improve the 
provision where there is an 
identified need. The SEA should 
include objectives relating to the 
overall health of the population. 
 

 The Environment 
Agency’s approach 
to groundwater 
protection (2018)  
 

The document updates Groundwater 
protection: Principles and practice (GP3). 
It contains position statements which 
provide information about the 
Environment Agency’s approach to 
managing and protecting groundwater. 
They detail how the Environment Agency 
delivers government policy for 
groundwater and adopts a risk-based 
approach where legislation allows. 
Document under review. 

The Local Plan should be in 
conformity with the 
Environment Agency’s approach 
to groundwater protection. The 
SEA should include objectives 
that prevent pollution of 
groundwater and protect it as a 
resource 
 

 State of the 
environment 
reports (EA 
2018) (as updated) 
 

The research report contains data and 
information summarising the state of 
soil, air quality, water resources and 
water quality in England. 
 

The evidence report contains 
relevant information that can be 
used in the preparation of the 
Local Plan. The SEA should take 
note of the wide-ranging 
evidence on offer in the 
document and utilise this 
evidence where possible 

 CIEEM Biodiversity 
Net Gain: Good 
Practice principles 
for development, a 
practical guide 
(2019)  
 

The Guide offers practical advice to local 
planning authorities (as well as other 
bodies) to help to achieve biodiversity 
net gain in the UK’s land and freshwater 
environment. The guide provides a 
checklist for putting together a strong 
biodiversity net gain Policy and the guide 
also includes best practice case studies 
to help achieve biodiversity net gain. 

The Local Plan should be 
prepared in accordance with the 
Environment Act (2021) and 
include policies that embed 
biodiversity net gain where 
appropriate. Policies should be 
prepared with regard to the 
CIEEM guide. The SEA should 
include objectives that relate to 
protecting and enhancing the 
environment. 

https://sportengland-production-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2021-12/Playing%20Fields%20Policy%20and%20Guidance%20%E2%80%93%20Last%20updated%20December%202021%202.pdf?VersionId=IF10vPm1mfE3jkPO5sWfG7hHpcIP6RXv
https://sportengland-production-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2021-12/Playing%20Fields%20Policy%20and%20Guidance%20%E2%80%93%20Last%20updated%20December%202021%202.pdf?VersionId=IF10vPm1mfE3jkPO5sWfG7hHpcIP6RXv
https://sportengland-production-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2021-12/Playing%20Fields%20Policy%20and%20Guidance%20%E2%80%93%20Last%20updated%20December%202021%202.pdf?VersionId=IF10vPm1mfE3jkPO5sWfG7hHpcIP6RXv
https://sportengland-production-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2021-12/Playing%20Fields%20Policy%20and%20Guidance%20%E2%80%93%20Last%20updated%20December%202021%202.pdf?VersionId=IF10vPm1mfE3jkPO5sWfG7hHpcIP6RXv
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/692989/Envirnment-Agency-approach-to-groundwater-protection.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/692989/Envirnment-Agency-approach-to-groundwater-protection.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/692989/Envirnment-Agency-approach-to-groundwater-protection.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/692989/Envirnment-Agency-approach-to-groundwater-protection.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/state-of-the-environment
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/state-of-the-environment
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/state-of-the-environment
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/state-of-the-environment
https://cieem.net/resource/biodiversity-net-gain-good-practice-principles-for-development-a-practical-guide/
https://cieem.net/resource/biodiversity-net-gain-good-practice-principles-for-development-a-practical-guide/
https://cieem.net/resource/biodiversity-net-gain-good-practice-principles-for-development-a-practical-guide/
https://cieem.net/resource/biodiversity-net-gain-good-practice-principles-for-development-a-practical-guide/
https://cieem.net/resource/biodiversity-net-gain-good-practice-principles-for-development-a-practical-guide/
https://cieem.net/resource/biodiversity-net-gain-good-practice-principles-for-development-a-practical-guide/
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Clean Air Strategy 
(2019) 

The Strategy recognises the importance 
of clean air in relation to health, life, the 
environment and the economy. It sets 
out the actions that are required to meet 
the targets for fine particulate matter, 
ammonia, nitrogen oxides, sulphur 
dioxide and non-methane volatile 
organic compounds by 2030 and 2050. 
Actions are focused on reducing and 
managing emissions to protect human 
health and the environment. These 
include:  

• Cut public exposure to 
particulate matter pollution  

• Provide powers to enable 
targeted local action in problem 
areas  

• Reduce nitrogen deposition and 
tackle the environmental 
impacts of air pollution  

• Monitor and report the impacts 
of air pollution on natural 
habitats  

• Provide guidance for local 
authorities to assess and 
mitigate, through the planning 
system, the cumulative impacts 
of nitrogen deposition on natural 
habitats.  

Additional actions are focused on 
achieving clean growth and innovation, 
transport, at home, from farming and 
industry. 

The Local Plan and SEA should 
consider specific actions relating 
to the key objectives of the 
clean growth strategy. The 
general aim of the strategy to 
protect human health and the 
environment should be 
incorporated within the SEA 
objectives. 
 

 Historic 
Environment 
Advice and 
Planning Notes – 
Historic England   
 

Historic England’s advice notes provide 
further guidance in relation to the 
conservation and enhancement of the 
historic environment. The advice notes 
provide emphasis on; the importance of 
understanding the different types of 
special architectural and historic interest 
which underpin designations; 
recognising and implementing the 
management of development via 
development plans and conservation 
area appraisals; gathering appropriate 
evidence, including specific issues that 
threaten an area or assets character or 
appearance. 

Policy relating to the Historic 
Environment should be based on 
up-to-date evidence. Local plan 
policy maps should show the 
boundaries of existing 
conservation areas.  
The Local Plan could seek to 
restrict certain permitted 
development rights on sites 
which may detract from 
conservation areas or heritage 
assets. 
Local Plan policies should 
consider the importance of 
protecting views and vistas, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-air-strategy-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-air-strategy-2019
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/planning-system/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/planning-system/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/planning-system/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/planning-system/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/planning-system/
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alterations to historic buildings, 
design briefs for key sites and 
development opportunities for 
sensitive sites within 
conservation areas. 
The SEA should consider impact 
upon heritage assets.  

 Planning for Sport 
Guidance (2019)  
 

Seeks to help the planning system 
provide formal and informal 
opportunities for everyone to take part 
in sport and be physically active. The 
guidance sets out 12 planning-for-sport 
principles: 

• Recognising the benefits of sport 
and physical activity  

• Undertake and maintain up-to-
date assessment of need and 
strategies  

• Plan design and maintain 
environments that enable 
people to lead active lifestyles  

• Protect and promote existing 
sport and physical activity  

• Ensure long term viable 
management and maintenance 
of new and existing provision  

• Support improvements to sport 
where they are needed 

• Encourage and secure wider 
community use of provisions  

• Support new provision including 
allocating new sites which meets 
identified needs  

• Ensure a positive approach to 
meeting the needs generated by 
new development  

• Provide sport and physical 
activity provision which is fit for 
purpose and well-designed  

The Local Plan should recognise 
the importance of sports 
facilities and physical activity to 
the health of the population and 
seek to protect and enhance the 
current offer in relation to 
identified needs.  
The SEA Framework should set 
out objectives outlining the 
importance of sports facilities 
and physical activity to the 
health of the population.  
 

 Healthy New 
Towns (2019)  
 

Healthy New Towns contains four 
reports that explored the health and 
well-being lessons learnt from the NHS 
England Healthy New Towns programme 
that was launched in 2015. The purpose 
of the reports is to provide future 
developers, health organisations and 
government bodies a tool kit of ‘how-to’ 
best practices when developing new 

The Local Plan and SEA should 
have regard to best practice 
examples when developing 
planning policies that address 
planning and public health. 
 

https://sportengland-production-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2020-01/planning-for-sport-guidance.pdf?VersionId=V91Twg6jajoe7TpardJDn9h6s9AiSqw0
https://sportengland-production-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2020-01/planning-for-sport-guidance.pdf?VersionId=V91Twg6jajoe7TpardJDn9h6s9AiSqw0
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ourwork/innovation/healthy-new-towns/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/ourwork/innovation/healthy-new-towns/
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communities and housing. As such the 
project has the following objectives:  

• Planning and designing a 
healthier built environment  

• Enabling strong, connected 
communities  

• Creating new ways of providing 
integrated health and care 
services. 

 Building for a 
Healthy life (2026)  
 

Building for a Healthy Life uses 12 core 
principles to assess placemaking, giving 
clear examples of what good 
placemaking looks like. It uses a traffic 
light system to assess a development 
scheme’s approach to these 
core principles. 

Regard should be given to 
Building for a Healthy Life when 
preparing Local Plan policies 
related to design. The SEA 
should include objectives that 
strive for high quality design 
across the district. 
 

Environment 
Agency: EA2030 
change for a better 
environment 
 

The Environment Agency’s 5-year plan 
sets out the Environment Agency’s 
priorities between 2025 and 2030. Built 
around 3 strategic goals:  

1. Healthy air, land and water 
supporting nature’s recovery - 
now recognises our contribution 
to reversing nature’s decline 

2. Sustainable growth - is now 
more closely aligned with our 
statutory role to support 
sustainable development, and 
the government’s vital growth 
mission 

3. A nation resilient to climate 
change - continues to show how 
our work on water supply and 
flood are vital to tackling climate 
change 

The Local Plan should be in 
conformity with the relevant 
aims of the Environment 
Agency’s 5-year plan. The SEA 
should include objectives 
relating to climate change, land, 
air and water improvement and 
green growth and sustainable 
future 

 Gear Change: a 
bold vision for 
cycling and walking 
(2020)  
 

This plan describes the vision to make 
England a great walking and cycling 
nation. It sets out the actions required at 
all levels of government to make this a 
reality, grouped under four themes: 

• better streets for cycling and 
people  

• cycling and walking at the heart 
of decision-making  

• empowering and encouraging 
local authorities  

The Local plan and SEA should 
seek opportunities to enhance 
walking and cycling routes and 
promote active travel modes.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-for-a-healthy-life
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-for-a-healthy-life
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environment-agency-ea2030-change-for-a-better-environment/environment-agency-ea2030-change-for-a-better-environment
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environment-agency-ea2030-change-for-a-better-environment/environment-agency-ea2030-change-for-a-better-environment
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environment-agency-ea2030-change-for-a-better-environment/environment-agency-ea2030-change-for-a-better-environment
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environment-agency-ea2030-change-for-a-better-environment/environment-agency-ea2030-change-for-a-better-environment
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycling-and-walking-plan-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycling-and-walking-plan-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycling-and-walking-plan-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycling-and-walking-plan-for-england
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• enabling people to cycle and 
protecting them when they do 

 Flood and Coastal 
Erosion Risk 
Management 
Policy Statement 
(2020)  
 

This policy statement sets out the 
government’s long-term ambition to 
create a nation more resilient to future 
flood and coastal erosion risk. This 
means reducing the risk of harm to 
people, the environment and the 
economy. 
 

The Local Plan should put in 
place measures that 
demonstrate resilience against 
higher risks of flooding as a 
result of climate change. The 
SEA should set objectives that 
promote flood management 
strategies and reduce the risk of 
flooding, particularly in 
vulnerable areas.  

 Land 
contamination risk 
management 
(LCRM, 2020)  
 

The Land contamination risk 
management (LCRM) guidance sets out 
how to assess and manage the risks from 
land contamination. Guidance is 
provided on identifying and assessing if 
there is unacceptable risk; assessing 
what remediation options are suitable to 
manage the risk; planning and carrying 
out remediation and verifying that 
remediation has worked. LCRM should 
be used to manage the risks from land 
contamination.  

The risks of contaminated land 
should be fully considered when 
preparing local plan policies and 
allocating land for development. 
The SEA should consider the 
impact of Local Plan proposals 
on contaminated land and set 
objectives that aim to improve 
human health, drinking water 
supplies, soils, ecosystems and 
quality of living environments. 

National 
Framework for 
Water Resources 
2025: water for 
growth, nature and 
a resilient future 
 

Explores England’s long term water 
needs, setting out the scale of action 
needed to ensure resilient supplies and 
an improved water environment. 

The Local Plan should take 
account of the water resources 
available and how future 
development will impact upon 
these resources. Policies should 
include water efficiency 
standards and avoid burdening 
development in areas 
experiencing water stress. The 
SEA should include objectives 
that seek to conserve and 
enhance water quality and 
resources.  

UK Infrastructure: 
A 10 Year Strategy 
 

The 10 Year Infrastructure Strategy sets 
out the government’s growth mission to 
boost living standards in every part of 
the UK, by creating and connecting 
people to good jobs, supporting new 
housing and neighbourhoods, ensuring 
people can depend on vital public 
services and providing resilience in 
response to a changing world. 

The Local Plan should be in 
conformity with the National 
Infrastructure Plan and ensure 
that the requirements of the 
Plan are reflected within the SEA 
framework. 

 National Flood 
and Coastal 

The strategy sets out a vision of a nation 
ready for, and resilient to, flooding and 

The Local plan should include 
policies that seek to effectively 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-management-policy-statement
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-management-policy-statement
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-management-policy-statement
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-management-policy-statement
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-management-policy-statement
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/land-contamination-risk-management-lcrm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/land-contamination-risk-management-lcrm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/land-contamination-risk-management-lcrm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/land-contamination-risk-management-lcrm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-framework-for-water-resources-2025-water-for-growth-nature-and-a-resilient-future
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-framework-for-water-resources-2025-water-for-growth-nature-and-a-resilient-future
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-framework-for-water-resources-2025-water-for-growth-nature-and-a-resilient-future
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-framework-for-water-resources-2025-water-for-growth-nature-and-a-resilient-future
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-framework-for-water-resources-2025-water-for-growth-nature-and-a-resilient-future
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-framework-for-water-resources-2025-water-for-growth-nature-and-a-resilient-future
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-infrastructure-a-10-year-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-infrastructure-a-10-year-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-management-strategy-for-england--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-management-strategy-for-england--2
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Erosion Risk 
Management 
Strategy for 
England (2020)  
 

coastal change to the year 2100. This 
strategy describes what needs to be 
done by all risk management authorities 
(RMAs) involved in flood and coastal 
erosion risk management for the benefit 
of people and places. The strategy seeks 
to better manage the risks and 
consequences of flooding from: 

• rivers 

• the sea 

• groundwater 

• reservoirs 

• ordinary watercourses 

• surface water 

• sewers 

• coastal erosion 

manage the risks associated with 
flooding from all sources, in 
accordance with the strategy. 
The SEA Framework should 
include objectives that promote 
flood management strategies 
and reduce the risk of flooding, 
particularly in vulnerable areas. 
 

 Dark Skies APPG 
Policy Plan (2021)  
 

The All-Party Parliamentary Group has 
produced policy areas where there could 
be improvements relating to dark skies. 
The policy paper recommends the 
following actions: 

• Update the existing legal 
framework  

• Supercharge standards for 
lighting 

• Incentivise dark sky governance 
at the national, Local and 
individual level  

The Local Plan should include 
policies that address light 
pollution and dark skies. The SEA 
should include objectives that 
minimise adverse impacts upon 
sensitive landscapes through 
light pollution. 
 

 Decarbonising 
Transport: A 
Better, Greener 
Britain (2021)  
 

The plan sets out the government’s 
commitments and the actions needed to 
decarbonise the entire transport system 
in the UK. It includes: 

• The governments pathway to net 
zero transport in the UK 

• The wider benefits net zero 
transport can deliver 

• the principles that underpin our 
approach to delivering net zero 
transport 

Local Plan policies and SEA 
objectives should contribute 
towards the achievement of net 
zero by 2050, and not result 
excess carbon emissions. 
 

 England Green 
Infrastructure 
Mapping Database 
(2021)  
 

The England Green Infrastructure 
Mapping Database is designed to provide 
technical evidence on the Green 
Infrastructure of England as an open 
data product. The resource provides a 
nationally consistent approach to green 
infrastructure mapping and contains 
local information relating to the 
provision of green infrastructure. 

Information from the England 
Green Infrastructure Mapping 
Database should be used to 
inform planning policies and SEA 
objectives  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-management-strategy-for-england--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-management-strategy-for-england--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-management-strategy-for-england--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-management-strategy-for-england--2
https://appgdarkskies.co.uk/policy-plan
https://appgdarkskies.co.uk/policy-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-decarbonisation-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-decarbonisation-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-decarbonisation-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-decarbonisation-plan
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4635531295326208
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4635531295326208
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4635531295326208
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4635531295326208
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 England Tree 
Action Plan (2021)  
 

The England tree action plan sets out 
DEFRA’s long-term vision for trees, 
woodlands and forests in England and 
the actions that will be taken during up 
to 2024 to achieve their ambition. The 
plan provides a strategic framework for 
implementing the Nature for Climate 
Fund. 

The Local Plan and SEA should 
consider how trees may be 
planted and managed and 
secured via developer 
contributions such as 
Biodiversity Net Gain. Policies 
and Objectives should generally 
seek to protect and enhance the 
district’s tree provision. 

 Environment Act 
(2021)  
 

The Environment Act makes provision: 
about targets, plans and policies for 
improving the natural environment; for 
statements and reports about 
environmental protection; for the Office 
for Environmental Protection; about 
waste and resource efficiency; about air 
quality; for the recall of products that fail 
to meet environmental standards; about 
water; about nature and biodiversity; for 
conservation covenants; about the 
regulation of chemicals; and for 
connected purposes. The Act also 
contains the provision of a mandatory 
requirement for new developments to 
provide at least 10% biodiversity net gain 
(though the legal effect of such will be 
brought into force through secondary 
legislation).  

The Local Plan and SEA should 
consider the provisions of act 
and include policies and 
objectives on the key topic areas 
where relevant, including 
biodiversity net gain. 
 

 Implementing the 
Sustainable 
Development 
Goals (2021)  
 

The Corporate reports set out how the 
sustainable development goals will be 
embedded in planned activity of each 
government department. The report sets 
out each of the 17 sustainable 
development goals and the measures 
that will be taken to achieve this. 

Local Plan policies and SEA 
objectives should be prepared in 
conformity with the sustainable 
development goals, and 
positively contribute towards 
the achievement of sustainable 
development. 

National Planning 
Policy Framework 
2024 

The NPPF sets out the Governments 
economic, environmental and social 
planning policies for England. Taken 
together, these policies provide the 
Government’s vision of sustainable 
development, which should be 
incorporated into local planning policies. 
The Government aims to achieve 
sustainable development through: 

• Achieving sustainable 
development  

• Delivering a sufficient supply of 
homes 

Local Plans need to be produced 
in accordance with the NPPF and 
the Government’s all-
encompassing approach to 
sustainable development.  
The SEA should include 
objectives which relate to all 
elements of the NPPF and the 
approach the Government is 
taking to achieving sustainable 
development. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/england-trees-action-plan-2021-to-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/england-trees-action-plan-2021-to-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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• Building a strong, competitive 
economy, 

• Ensuring the vitality of town 
centres, 

• Promoting healthy and safe 
communities 

• Promoting sustainable transport, 

• Supporting high quality 
communications, 

• Making effective use of land, 

• Achieving well designed places, 

• Protecting green belt land, 

• Meeting the challenge of climate 
change, flooding and coastal 
change, 

• Conserving and enhancing the 
natural environment, 

• Conserving and enhancing the 
historic environment, 

• Facilitating the sustainable use of 
minerals. 

National Planning 
Policy Framework, 
draft for 
consultation, 2025 

The NPPF sets out the Governments 
economic, environmental and social 
planning policies for England.  The 
Government consulted on a new version 
of the NPPF, together with other changes 
to the planning system between 
December 2025 and March 2026.   
 
The NPPF will establish the new 30-
month timetable for plan preparation.  
Another key change in the new NPPF is 
new National Decision Making Policies. 
These cover some specific matters 
relating to a range of topics such as: 

• The principle of different types 

of development within or 

outside settlements 

• Mitigation of and adaptation to 

climate change  

• Affordable housing  

• Specialist housing  

• Business land and premises 

• Town centres  

• Telecommunications  

• Renewable energy  

• Effective use of land  

Local Plans need to be produced 
in accordance with the NPPF and 
the Government’s all-
encompassing approach to 
sustainable development.  
The SEA should include 
objectives which relate to all 
elements of the NPPF and the 
approach the Government is 
taking to achieving sustainable 
development. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/697b71c52ff8d10a830d5d4a/Draft_NPPF_December_2025.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/697b71c52ff8d10a830d5d4a/Draft_NPPF_December_2025.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/697b71c52ff8d10a830d5d4a/Draft_NPPF_December_2025.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/697b71c52ff8d10a830d5d4a/Draft_NPPF_December_2025.pdf
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• Design  

• Transport and access  

• Community facilities  

• Pollution  

• Flood risk  

• Natural environment  

• Landscape 

• Heritage assets  

Local Plan policies must not duplicate, 

substantively restate or modify policies in 

the NPPF.   

Under the new NPPF, Local Plans will 
only be able to set quantitative standards 
in relation to infrastructure provision, 
affordable housing requirements, 
parking, design and place-making and 
the nationally described space standard, 
and should not cover matters addressed 
in Building Regulations other than 
accessibility standards and water 
efficiency.  

Planning Practice 
Guidance, various 

Provides guidance on the interpretation 
and implementation of the NPPF.  

Local Plans and SEA need to be 
produced in accordance with the 
guidance outlined in the PPG. 

 The National 
Design Guide 
(2021)  
 

The National Design Guide addresses the 
question of how we recognise well 
designed places, by outlining and 
illustrating the Government’s priorities 
for well-designed places in the form of 
ten characteristics which includes: 

• Context  
• Identity  
• Built form  
• Movement  
• Nature 
• Public Spaces 
• Uses  
• Homes and Buildings  
• Resources  
• Lifespan  

The National Design Guide 
should be taken into account 
and reflected in Local Plan 
policies and SEA objectives 
addressing design matters. The 
guidance should also be used in 
any codes or guides that may 
support the Local Plan.  
 

 National Model 
Design Code 
(2021)  
 

The National Model Design Code 
provides detailed guidance on the 
production of design codes, guides, and 
policies to promote successful design. It 
expands on the ten characteristics of 
good design set out in the National 

The National Model Design code 
should be taken into account 
and reflected in Local Plan 
policies and SEA objectives 
addressing design matters. The 
guidance should also be used in 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/962113/National_design_guide.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/962113/National_design_guide.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/962113/National_design_guide.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-model-design-code
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-model-design-code
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-model-design-code
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Design Guide, which reflects the 
government’s priorities and provides a 
common overarching framework for 
design. 

any codes or guides that may 
support the Local Plan 

 Net Zero Strategy: 
Build Back Greener 
(2021)  
 

The government’s net zero strategy sets 
out policies and proposals for 
decarbonising all sectors of the UK 
economy to meet the net zero target by 
2050. Policies within the strategy relate 
to Power; Fuel Supply and hydrogen; 
industry; heat and buildings; transport; 
natural resources, waste and F-gases; 
greenhouse gas removals; green 
investment and local climate action. 

The Local Plan should encourage 
sustainable methods of 
construction that helps to meet 
the principles of the Net Zero 
Strategy and reduce carbon 
emissions across all sectors. The 
SEA should include objectives 
relating to the reduction of 
carbon emissions. 

 UK Biodiversity 
Indicators (2021) 
revised  
 

The UK biodiversity indicators provide a 
national source of evidence on 
biodiversity change and the impact of 
policies and actions to conserve 
biodiversity.  

Whilst set at a national scale, it 
will be useful to consider 
common habitat types to East 
Suffolk that are covered within 
the report and general trends, 
that can be used to inform Local 
Plan Policies. 

 Waste 
Management Plan 
for England (2021)  
 

The waste management plan for England 
provides an overview of waste 
management in order to fulfil the 
requirements of the waste (England and 
Wales) Regulations 2011. The plan 
includes changes to waste management 
plan requirements and provides and 
analysis of the current waste 
management situation. 

The Local Plan should look to 
promote and help achieve the 
objectives of the Waste 
management plan and 
contribute to the minimisation 
and recycling of waste. 
 

 Keepers of time: 
ancient and native 
woodland and 
trees policy in 
England (2022)  
 

This statement updates the 
Government’s policy to recognise the 
value of England’s ancient and native 
woodlands and ancient and veteran 
trees. It restates the Government’s 
commitment to evaluate the threats 
facing these habitats and sets out 
updated principles and objectives to 
protect and improve these habitats for 
future generations. Strategic Objectives 
include: 

• Maintain and enhance the 
existing area of ancient 
woodland 

• Conserve and enhance the 
existing resource of ancient and 
veteran trees 

Local Plan policies and SEA 
objectives should have regard to 
the objectives within the 
government policy. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/net-zero-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/net-zero-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/net-zero-strategy
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1028955/ukbi2021-summarybooklet-r.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1028955/ukbi2021-summarybooklet-r.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1028955/ukbi2021-summarybooklet-r.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-management-plan-for-england-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-management-plan-for-england-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-management-plan-for-england-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keepers-of-time-ancient-and-native-woodland-and-trees-policy-in-england/keepers-of-time-ancient-and-native-woodland-and-trees-policy-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keepers-of-time-ancient-and-native-woodland-and-trees-policy-in-england/keepers-of-time-ancient-and-native-woodland-and-trees-policy-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keepers-of-time-ancient-and-native-woodland-and-trees-policy-in-england/keepers-of-time-ancient-and-native-woodland-and-trees-policy-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keepers-of-time-ancient-and-native-woodland-and-trees-policy-in-england/keepers-of-time-ancient-and-native-woodland-and-trees-policy-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keepers-of-time-ancient-and-native-woodland-and-trees-policy-in-england/keepers-of-time-ancient-and-native-woodland-and-trees-policy-in-england
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Suffolk Growth 
Strategy 2013 
 

The growth strategy provides a broad 
framework and vision on how to 
encourage business to be successful.  
It provides opportunities for growth in 
different sectors of the economy as 
well as identifies a potential to create 
thousands of additional high value and 
highly skilled jobs in the county.  The 
strategy aims to address the barriers 
to growth and sets out objectives 
associated with inward investment, 
economic growth, improvement of 
skills and education and improvement 
of infrastructure. 

Local Plans need to highlight the 
principal locations of growth as 
agreed by county and district 
councils.  Such as Ransomes 
Europark, Adastral Park Expansion 
and strategic improvements to the 
A12.The SEA needs to include 
objectives that relate to economic 
growth, improvement of 
educational attainment and 
employability as well as inward 
investment. 

Suffolk Inclusive 
Growth 
Framework, 
Update 2020 
 

The Suffolk Inclusive Growth 
Framework sets a template for 
sustainable economic growth that 
provides jobs and new infrastructure. 
Crucially it seeks to create economic 
development that benefits all sections 
of the community. 

Policies about economic 
development should create 
sustainable growth and deliver 
new infrastructure that benefits all 
sections of the community. 
 
The SA needs to include objectives 
that measure the sustainability of 
economic development and 
infrastructure delivery. 

Suffolk Economic 
Strategy and 
Growth Plan, 2024 

The Suffolk Economic Strategy builds 
on Suffolk’s strengths, including its 
thriving renewable energy sector and 
innovative, collaborative business 
environment, to transform the region 
into a hub for clean technology, long-
term economic prosperity and 
competitiveness. 

The Local Plan should include 
policies about economic 
development should create 
sustainable growth. 
 
The SA needs to include objectives 
that measure the sustainability of 
economic development and 
infrastructure delivery. 

Suffolk Climate 
Change Partnership 
- Suffolk Climate 
Action Plan 3 2017 
 

Outlines the potential impact of 
climate change within Suffolk and sets 
goals for helping the County to adapt 
to climate change. The document lists 
objectives for businesses and private 
households. It also sets out a road 
map about how these will be 

Local plan policies should promote 
energy efficient design for business 
premises and private houses. 
Local plan policies should 
encourage the development of 
renewable energy facilities, both as 
standalone facilities and as part of 

Document Summary Key messages for Local Plan and 
SEA 

• Recognise the value of and 
protect long-established 
woodland 

https://www.ipswich.gov.uk/sites/ipswich/files/m-files/scd01_-_suffolk_growth_strategy_0.pdf
https://www.ipswich.gov.uk/sites/ipswich/files/m-files/scd01_-_suffolk_growth_strategy_0.pdf
https://www.suffolkgrowth.co.uk/
https://www.suffolkgrowth.co.uk/
https://www.suffolkgrowth.co.uk/
https://www.suffolkgrowth.co.uk/
https://suffolkeconomy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/SCC-Economy-Strategy-24.pdf
https://suffolkeconomy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/SCC-Economy-Strategy-24.pdf
https://suffolkeconomy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/SCC-Economy-Strategy-24.pdf
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/assets/Strategic-Planning/JLPExamination/CoreDocLibrary/D-StrategicOtherDocs/D12-Suffolk-Climate-Action-Plan-3-2017.pdf
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/assets/Strategic-Planning/JLPExamination/CoreDocLibrary/D-StrategicOtherDocs/D12-Suffolk-Climate-Action-Plan-3-2017.pdf
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/assets/Strategic-Planning/JLPExamination/CoreDocLibrary/D-StrategicOtherDocs/D12-Suffolk-Climate-Action-Plan-3-2017.pdf
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/assets/Strategic-Planning/JLPExamination/CoreDocLibrary/D-StrategicOtherDocs/D12-Suffolk-Climate-Action-Plan-3-2017.pdf
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achieved, including more energy 
efficient buildings and a stronger 
emphasis on renewable energy. 
The document does not have any 
binding targets but does aspire for 
businesses and households in Suffolk 
to achieve the following:  
- Reduce carbon emissions by 60% on 
2004 levels by 2025 
- Support the development of a green 
economy, including reducing the CO2 
produced in the production and 
delivery of products and services 
- Adapt to the impacts of climate 
change, including extreme weather 
and resource scarcity. 

wider developments. The SEA 
should include objectives which 
encourage energy efficient design 
and construction. 

 Suffolk LFRM 
Strategy February 
2023 

Provides a strategic framework within 
which the RMA’s in Suffolk can work in 
effective and co-ordinated ways to 
manage risk, improve resilience, and 
limit impacts caused by surface water 
runoff, groundwater and from 
watercourses. 

The Local Plan needs to consider 
how to appropriately and 
effectively manage flood risk. The 
SEA should include objectives 
related to flood risk. 
 

East Marine Plan, 
MMO 2014 
 

The East Inshore and Offshore Marine 
Plan was produced to comply with the 
Marine and Coastal Access Act, 2009 
and was made in accordance with the 
Marine Policy Statement. The plan 
seeks to complement the terrestrial 
planning regime and to help manage 
the relationship between marine and 
land-based development. This 
includes drawing together information 
about a variety of different maritime 
uses and to present it in a single 
document that will aid decision 
making about marine development 
proposals. A particular aim of the plan 
is to balance the importance of 
competing land uses. While the 
exploration and extraction of oil and 
gas in the North Sea is granted 
paramount importance there is also 
strong encouragement for the 
development of renewable energy, as 
well as the retention of existing uses 
such ports, tourism and fishing. 

The local plan should have regard 
to the East Inshore and Offshore 
Marine Plan and the impact of 
terrestrial policies on the marine 
environment should be taken into 
account. SEA Framework to include 
objectives which are consistent 
with those in the East Marine Plan. 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/Final-Published-Suffolk-LFRM-Strategy-February-2023.pdf
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/Final-Published-Suffolk-LFRM-Strategy-February-2023.pdf
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/Final-Published-Suffolk-LFRM-Strategy-February-2023.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/east-inshore-and-east-offshore-marine-plans
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/east-inshore-and-east-offshore-marine-plans
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Anglian Water, 
Water Resources 
Management Plan, 
2024 

The WRMP is a 25-year plan to 
balance supply and demand and to 
ensure that water consumption does 
not exceed what the region can 
provide. The plan outlines how this 
balance will be maintained by 
investing in demand management and 
developing new water resources. The 
plan tackles the challenges of regional 
growth and the effects that climate 
change and new environmental 
legislation will have on water supplies.  

The local plan will need to specify 
the construction of increasingly 
water efficient buildings through 
regimes such as the code for 
sustainable homes. There is also 
the need to consider how to 
combat issues such as water stress 
in parts of the district and to 
deliver development that is not at 
risk of flooding from extreme 
weather events. Ensure the SEA 
has objectives to encourage the 
efficient use of water. Also need to 
ensure the SEA has objectives to 
support resilience in the face of 
extreme weather events caused by 
climate change. 

Anglian Water, 
Drainage and 
Wastewater 
Management Plan, 
2023 

Sets out how wastewater systems, 
and the drainage networks that 
impact them, are to be maintained, 
improved and extended over the next 
25 years to ensure they’re robust and 
resilient to future pressures. It also 
identifies current and future risks to 
drainage and water quality and the 
solutions needed to address them.  

The Local Plan should take 
recommendations within the 
management plan and reflect 
these in sites and policies. Water 
resources, pollution and flood risk 
management should be covered by 
SEA. 

Essex and Suffolk 
Water, Water 
Resources 
Management Plan, 
2024 

The WRMP is a 25-year plan to 
balance supply and demand and to 
ensure that water consumption does 
not exceed what the region can 
provide. The plan outlines how this 
balance will be maintained by 
investing in demand management and 
developing new water resources. The 
plan tackles the challenges of regional 
growth and the effects that climate 
change and new environmental 
legislation will have on water supplies. 

The local plan will need to specify 
the construction of increasingly 
water efficient buildings through 
regimes such as the code for 
sustainable homes. There is also 
the need to consider how to 
combat issues such as water stress 
in parts of the district and to 
deliver development that is not at 
risk of flooding from extreme 
weather events. Ensure the SEA 
has objectives to encourage the 
efficient use of water. Also need to 
ensure the SEA has objectives to 
support resilience in the face of 
extreme weather events caused by 
climate change. 

East Suffolk: 
Catchment flood 
management plan, 
2009 
 

An overview of the flood risk across 
the river catchment and 
recommended ways of managing the 
risk now and over the next 50 to 100 
years. 

The Local Plan should take 
strategic recommendations on 
development sites into account 
and assess to what extent land 
management issues and proposed 

https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/siteassets/household/corporate/wrmp24/wrmp24-main-report.pdf
https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/siteassets/household/corporate/wrmp24/wrmp24-main-report.pdf
https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/siteassets/household/corporate/wrmp24/wrmp24-main-report.pdf
https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/siteassets/household/corporate/wrmp24/wrmp24-main-report.pdf
https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/siteassets/household/new-report/dwmp-1.pdf
https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/siteassets/household/new-report/dwmp-1.pdf
https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/siteassets/household/new-report/dwmp-1.pdf
https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/siteassets/household/new-report/dwmp-1.pdf
https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/siteassets/household/new-report/dwmp-1.pdf
https://www.nwg.co.uk/globalassets/wrmp/nwg/october-24/esw/esw-wrmp24-main-report_final-oct-24.pdf
https://www.nwg.co.uk/globalassets/wrmp/nwg/october-24/esw/esw-wrmp24-main-report_final-oct-24.pdf
https://www.nwg.co.uk/globalassets/wrmp/nwg/october-24/esw/esw-wrmp24-main-report_final-oct-24.pdf
https://www.nwg.co.uk/globalassets/wrmp/nwg/october-24/esw/esw-wrmp24-main-report_final-oct-24.pdf
https://www.nwg.co.uk/globalassets/wrmp/nwg/october-24/esw/esw-wrmp24-main-report_final-oct-24.pdf
East%20Suffolk:%20Catchment%20flood%20management%20plan%20-%20GOV.UK
East%20Suffolk:%20Catchment%20flood%20management%20plan%20-%20GOV.UK
East%20Suffolk:%20Catchment%20flood%20management%20plan%20-%20GOV.UK
East%20Suffolk:%20Catchment%20flood%20management%20plan%20-%20GOV.UK
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scheme issues can be addressed. 
Sustainable flood risk management 
should be covered by SEA. 

 Broadland Rivers 
Catchment Plan 
(2014)  
 

An overview of the flood risk across 
the river catchment and 
recommended ways of managing the 
risk now and over the next 50 to 100 
years. 

Plan policies should ensure that 
flood risk management is fully 
considered over the plan period, 
and complements the goals set out 
the Broadland Rivers Catchment 
Plan. The SEA should assess the 
potential for increasing/decreasing 
flood risks through Policy and seek 
the appropriate mitigation 
measures where necessary. 

Anglian River Basin 
District Flood Risk 
Management Plan, 
2022 

Under the obligations of the European 
Water Framework Directive, River 
Basin Management Plans (RBMPs) are 
prepared. The RBMP for the Anglian 
River Basin District sets out the 
current state of the water 
environment, pressures affecting the 
water environment, environmental 
objectives for protecting and 
improving the waters, a programme of 
measures and actions needed to 
achieve the objectives and progress. 

Plan policies should ensure that 
flood risk management is fully 
considered over the plan period. 
The SEA should assess the 
potential for increasing/decreasing 
flood risks through Policy and seek 
the appropriate mitigation 
measures where necessary. 

 Water Resources 
East Natural Capital 
Plan (Second 
Iteration October 
2021)  
 

The Natural Capital Plan sets out 
where natural capital action should be 
prioritised across the landscape in 
order to deliver outcomes for nature, 
water and society. The Plan priorities 
parishes and catchments based upon 
four key objectives:  

• Conserve – Areas of good 
quality habitat which should 
be conserved  

• Restore – Areas of degraded 
habitat which should be 
restored  

• Establish – Areas where new 
habitat should be established  

Manage - Areas of farmland which 
should be managed in a biodiversity 
friendly manner. 

The Natural Capital Plan is an 
important consideration when 
understanding what contributions, 
the Local Plan can make to nature 
within the district and across the 
eastern region. The natural capital 
plan data can be used to identify 
priority areas and coordinate 
natural capital solutions across 
district and regional boundaries, 
including understanding the 
biodiversity impact of developing 
sites and identifying offsetting 
opportunities. 

Regional Water 
Resources Plan for 
Eastern England, 
2023 

Addresses long-term water security, 
projecting needs and supply between 
2025-2050. Given the region’s serious 
water stress, the plan prioritises 
demand reduction across sectors, 

The local plan will need to specify 
the construction of increasingly 
water efficient buildings through 
regimes such as the code for 
sustainable homes. There is also 

https://broadlandcatchmentpartnership.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Catchment-Plan-website-final.pdf
https://broadlandcatchmentpartnership.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Catchment-Plan-website-final.pdf
https://broadlandcatchmentpartnership.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Catchment-Plan-website-final.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/anglian-river-basin-district-river-basin-management-plan-updated-2022
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/anglian-river-basin-district-river-basin-management-plan-updated-2022
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/anglian-river-basin-district-river-basin-management-plan-updated-2022
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/anglian-river-basin-district-river-basin-management-plan-updated-2022
https://wre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/The-Water-Resources-East-Natural-Capital-Plan-Jan-2022.pdf
https://wre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/The-Water-Resources-East-Natural-Capital-Plan-Jan-2022.pdf
https://wre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/The-Water-Resources-East-Natural-Capital-Plan-Jan-2022.pdf
https://wre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/The-Water-Resources-East-Natural-Capital-Plan-Jan-2022.pdf
https://wre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/The-Water-Resources-East-Natural-Capital-Plan-Jan-2022.pdf
https://wre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/WRE-Regional-Water-Resources-Plan-for-Eastern-England.pdf
https://wre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/WRE-Regional-Water-Resources-Plan-for-Eastern-England.pdf
https://wre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/WRE-Regional-Water-Resources-Plan-for-Eastern-England.pdf
https://wre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/WRE-Regional-Water-Resources-Plan-for-Eastern-England.pdf
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enhanced leak prevention, and 
construction of two major storage 
reservoirs. Additional sustainable 
supply measures aim to optimise and 
protect regional water resources. 

the need to consider how to 
combat issues such as water stress 
in parts of the district and to 
deliver development that is not at 
risk of flooding from extreme 
weather events. The SEA should 
include objectives to encourage 
the efficient use of water and to 
encourage resilience in the face of 
extreme weather events caused by 
climate change. 

Transport Strategy 
East, 2023-2050 

The Transport Strategy sets out 
Transport East’s ambitions and 
priority areas for improved 
connections and new infrastructure. It 
aligns with established national, 
regional and local plans, working 
together to make life in the East of 
England better for everyone. The Plan 
identifies the following core priorities:  

• Decarbonising Transport  

• Connecting growing places  

• Energised Coastal and Rural 
communities  

• Global Gateways 
The Strategy identifies the ‘London – 
Chelmsford – Colchester – Ipswich – 
Norwich & Suffolk Coast’ corridor and 
the ‘Norfolk and Suffolk to Cambridge 
– Midlands – South-West’ corridor 
which both run through East Suffolk as 
being two of the core strategic 
corridors linking key destinations 
within, and beyond the Transport East 
region. 

The Local Plan and SEA should 
positively contribute to the 
achievement of the core priorities 
within the Transport Strategy.  
 

Transport East: 
Summary Rural 
Connections, 2024 
 

Provides an overview of the findings 
from research into the effectiveness of 
rural public transport. It identifies 
issues affecting the East of England, 
including isolated locations and the 
impacts of tourism on distorting and 
changing travel patterns. The paper 
provides a series of recommendations 
for national and local governments, as 
well as Transport East. Challenges 
were found to be particularly acute for 
young people and the elderly. A key 
finding was the need for a better 

There is a need to ensure provision 
of sustainable transport options for 
rural locations. This includes 
measures to improve cycle and 
pedestrian routes, community 
transport and demand responsive 
transport. Policies can also include 
measures to encourage car 
sharing. SEA should measure the 
effectiveness of policy options to 
provide sustainable transport 
options in rural areas and to 
ensure that rural development is 

https://www.transporteast.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/20230224-TE_Strategy-FINAL.pdf
https://www.transporteast.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/20230224-TE_Strategy-FINAL.pdf
https://www.transporteast.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/JFG6592_TransportEastReport_AW-WEB.pdf
https://www.transporteast.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/JFG6592_TransportEastReport_AW-WEB.pdf
https://www.transporteast.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/JFG6592_TransportEastReport_AW-WEB.pdf
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relationship between planning and 
transport providers. The role of 
demand responsive transport, 
community transport and car sharing 
was also recognised. The report also 
recognised the need to improve 
cycling and walking infrastructure.  

served by a range of different 
transport modes. 

Suffolk County 
Council Local 
Cycling and 
Walking 
Infrastructure Plan 
(LCWIP), 2021 
 

The Cycling and Walking Infrastructure 
Plan describes the benefits of cycling 
and walking and of leading an active 
lifestyle more generally. The Plan has 
developed a methodology for 
assessing cycling and walking routes 
across the County and using this 
assessment for identifying priority 
schemes for improving cycling and 
walking provision across the district. 

Local Plan policies should take 
incorporate schemes identified by 
the Cycling and Walking 
Infrastructure Plan where they 
exist in the district. SEA include 
objectives that meet the priorities 
set out in the LCWIP. 

Suffolk Streets 
Design Guide, 2022 
 

The Design Guide is split into three 
main sections: 

• Design Principles- explains 
that street design should focus 
on users and the ‘building 
blocks’ of good street design. 
The key point is that 
prioritisation is given to the 
most vulnerable users 
(pedestrians and cyclists). 

• Movement Frameworks and 
Street Topology- sets a 
methodology for developing 
user frameworks, which 
embeds user hierarchy.  

• Design Development- toolkit 
to ensure that designer’s 
choices are consistent with 
design principles. Enables 
users to assess proposals in 
terms of sustainability, carbon 
impact and design to ensure 
that they are both flexible and 
sustainable.  

Local Plan policies should 
encourage high quality street 
design and should priorities 
pedestrians and cyclists over 
motorised traffic. New streets 
should also create a good 
environment for all users. SEA 
should assess how much street 
design prioritises cycling, walking 
and public transport and create a 
good 

Suffolk Rail 
prospectus, 2026-
2040 

Builds on the 2025 Local Transport 
Plan and expands on the role of rail. 
Building on the themes of the LTP it 
sets out the following priorities: 

• To create better places that 
are better served by rail 

The priorities of the SRP should be 
broadly incorporated into Local 
Plan Policies and should be taken 
into account during their 
formation. The SEA should include 
objectives that support proposals 
for improved rail services.  

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/local-cycling-and-walking-infrastructure-plan-for-suffolk.pdf
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/local-cycling-and-walking-infrastructure-plan-for-suffolk.pdf
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/local-cycling-and-walking-infrastructure-plan-for-suffolk.pdf
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/local-cycling-and-walking-infrastructure-plan-for-suffolk.pdf
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/local-cycling-and-walking-infrastructure-plan-for-suffolk.pdf
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/local-cycling-and-walking-infrastructure-plan-for-suffolk.pdf
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/imported/5647-21-Suffolk-Design-Street-Guide-v26.pdf
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/imported/5647-21-Suffolk-Design-Street-Guide-v26.pdf
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/suffolk-rail-prospectus-2026-2040.pdf
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/suffolk-rail-prospectus-2026-2040.pdf
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/suffolk-rail-prospectus-2026-2040.pdf
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• A strong, stable and fair local 
economy is underpinned by 
rail connectivity. 

• committed to decarbonising 
Suffolk by ‘getting on track’ 

• Rail services must support 
health, wellbeing and social 
inclusion 

• local rail services that people 
can be proud of. 

 

Suffolk Local 
Transport Plan, 
2025 part 1 and 
part 2. 

Suffolk's Local Transport Plan - Part 1 
is a 15-year strategy that highlights 
the council's long-term ambitions for 
the transport network. Part 2 covers 
the implementation plans indicating 
how the council is proposing to 
address the issues identified within 
the longer-term transport strategy. 

The Local Plan and SEA should 
positively contribute to the 
achievement of the core priorities 
within the Transport Plan and 
support the delivery of the 
measures in the implementation 
plans.  
 

Suffolk Green 
Access Strategy 
(Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan) 
2020-2030 
 

Each local highway authority in 
England is required to publish a Rights 
of Way Improvement Plan. The 
Countryside and Rights of Way 
(CROW) Act 2000 (Sections 60 and 61) 
places this duty on each such 
authority. Defra requires explain how 
improvements to the public rights of 
way network will provide a better 
experience for walkers, cyclists, horse 
riders, carriage drivers, people with 
mobility problems and people using 
motorised vehicles. The Suffolk Green 
Access Strategy goes further than this 
statutory guidance as it also addresses 
open access sites, informal access 
arrangements, and access for walking 
and cycling on the wider highway 
network, including footways and quiet 
lanes. 

The Local Plan should take 
opportunities to increase public 
use and enjoyment of Suffolk’s 
public rights of way in accordance 
with the ROWIP. The SEA 
Framework should consider the 
potential improvements to Rights 
of Way. 
 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/transport-planning/suffolks-local-transport-plan-2025-2040
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/transport-planning/suffolks-local-transport-plan-2025-2040
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/transport-planning/suffolks-local-transport-plan-2025-2040
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/public-rights-of-way-in-suffolk/green-access-strategy
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/public-rights-of-way-in-suffolk/green-access-strategy
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/public-rights-of-way-in-suffolk/green-access-strategy
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/public-rights-of-way-in-suffolk/green-access-strategy
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/public-rights-of-way-in-suffolk/green-access-strategy
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/public-rights-of-way-in-suffolk/green-access-strategy
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Lowestoft to 
Felixstowe SMP7 | 
Shoreline 
Management Plans 

Land affected by physical change to 
the shoreline through coastal erosion, 
coastal landslip or permanent 
inundation is defined in the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) as a 
Coastal Change Management Area5. 
The boundaries are based on coastal 
erosion estimates and assumptions, 
with information taken from the 
Shoreline Management Plan6. The 
Shoreline Management Plans are 
integral to the formulation of planning 
policy and act as the primary evidence 
base for the policy in this area. 
Shoreline Management Plans reflect 
the long-term intent of management 
towards coastal change. The primary 
purpose of the CCMA is to identify 
land that is likely to be vulnerable to 
coastal change now and in the future 
across a 100-year timeframe. 

The Local Plan should have regard 
to the recommendations of the 
Shoreline Management Plan. The 
SEA should avoid or reduce the 
impact of coastal erosion to people 
or property and be take tis into 
account when consider potential 
future growth. 
 

Suffolk Minerals 
and Waste Plan 
2020 

Highlights the importance of minerals 
for economic growth and 
development. The SMWLP contains 
policies for determining planning 
applications for minerals 
development, as well as safeguarding 
the same from other forms of 
competing development. Policies 
include those that specify sites for 
future minerals development. Across 
Suffolk the SMWLP allocates nine sites 
for the extraction of sand and gravel. 
None of these sites are located in East 
Suffolk. 

New development will have regard 
to identified minerals and waste 
sites within the SMWLP. 
Development will need to be 
located in suitable areas to 
encourage sustainable forms of 
waste collection such as recycling. 
The SEA will consider the impacts 
of safeguarded minerals and waste 
sites on potential sites for 
allocation. 
 

Preparing for the 
Future Joint Local 
Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy 
2022 – 2027 

With the aim to narrow the 
differences in healthy life expectancy 
between those living in our most 
deprived communities and those who 
are more affluent through achieving 
greater improvements in more 
disadvantaged communities. It 
identifies four strategic outcomes: 
every child in Suffolk has the best start 
in life; Suffolk residents have access to 

The SEA will consider the health 
impacts and incorporate 
appropriate objectives to deliver 
the aims of the health and 
wellbeing strategy. 

 
5 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/14-meeting-the-challenge-of-climate-
change-flooding-and-coastal-change  
6 https://environment.data.gov.uk/shoreline-planning/shoreline-management-plan/SMP7 

https://environment.data.gov.uk/shoreline-planning/shoreline-management-plan/SMP7
https://environment.data.gov.uk/shoreline-planning/shoreline-management-plan/SMP7
https://environment.data.gov.uk/shoreline-planning/shoreline-management-plan/SMP7
https://environment.data.gov.uk/shoreline-planning/shoreline-management-plan/SMP7
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/suffolk-minerals-and-waste-plan
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/suffolk-minerals-and-waste-plan
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/suffolk-minerals-and-waste-plan
https://www.healthysuffolk.org.uk/asset-library/Health-and-Wellbeing-Strategy-22-27.pdf
https://www.healthysuffolk.org.uk/asset-library/Health-and-Wellbeing-Strategy-22-27.pdf
https://www.healthysuffolk.org.uk/asset-library/Health-and-Wellbeing-Strategy-22-27.pdf
https://www.healthysuffolk.org.uk/asset-library/Health-and-Wellbeing-Strategy-22-27.pdf
https://www.healthysuffolk.org.uk/asset-library/Health-and-Wellbeing-Strategy-22-27.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/14-meeting-the-challenge-of-climate-change-flooding-and-coastal-change
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/14-meeting-the-challenge-of-climate-change-flooding-and-coastal-change
https://environment.data.gov.uk/shoreline-planning/shoreline-management-plan/SMP7
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a healthy environment and take 
responsibility for their own health and 
wellbeing; older people in Suffolk have 
a good quality of life and people in 
Suffolk have the opportunity to 
improve their mental health and 
wellbeing. 

Suffolk Historic 
Landscape 
Characterisation 
Map 2008 
 

The Map characterised the historic 
landscape of Suffolk through the 
identification and mapping of a range 
of defined Historic Landscape Types, 
each based on current land use and an 
assessment of its historical origin. 

The local plan should be 
sympathetic to the historic 
environment and landscapes 
across the district. The SEA should 
include objectives relating to the 
conservation and enhancement of 
historic and archaeological areas 
and landscapes. 

Suffolk County 
Council Historic 
Environment 
Record 
 

The Suffolk Historic Environment 
Record is a database of historic and 
archaeological sites across the County. 
It is used to identify sites that may be 
at risk from development.  

Local Plan allocations should take 
account of the Historic 
Environment Record. Allocations 
may require an archaeological 
investigation condition on future 
development. SEA should identify 
policies and allocations that 
preserve and enhance the historic 
environment. 

Suffolk Landscape 
Character 
Assessment 

Designed to support work to maintain 
and restore the landscape of Suffolk, 
particularly through the planning 
system and to promote and foster 
wider understanding of the landscapes 
of Suffolk.  
 
Assess the landscape of the county 
and identifies thirty distinct types of 
landscape within it. 
 

The local plan should seek to 
protect and enhance the character 
of the district. Policies should 
protect the environment, 
vegetation, historic environment 
and visual appearance of a 
particular landscape type. SEA 
Framework to include objectives 
relating to conserving and 
enhancing local landscapes and 
local distinctiveness. 

Touching the Tide 
Landscape 
Character 
Assessment August 
2012 (Suffolk 
County Council 
Landscape 
Character 
Assessment) 
 

Covers an area defined by Suffolk 
Heritage Coast but extends inland 
along the Deben Estuary as far as 
Melton and south to the Landguard 
Peninsular at Felixstowe. It therefore 
includes coastal landscapes and three 
distinct estuaries - the Blyth, the Alde-
Ore and the Deben and the majority of 
the area falls within the wider Suffolk 
Coast and Heaths Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB). 

The purpose of the landscape 
character assessment is to provide 
an understanding of the variety of 
landscape within the area and to 
record what is special and 
distinctive in order to inform and 
provide a framework for future 
Partnership work, as well as to 
inform wider AONB work. SEA 
Framework to include objectives 
relating to conserving and 
enhancing local landscapes and 
local distinctiveness. 

https://heritage.suffolk.gov.uk/hlc
https://heritage.suffolk.gov.uk/hlc
https://heritage.suffolk.gov.uk/hlc
https://heritage.suffolk.gov.uk/hlc
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/culture-heritage-and-leisure/suffolk-archaeological-service/the-historic-environment-record
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/culture-heritage-and-leisure/suffolk-archaeological-service/the-historic-environment-record
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/culture-heritage-and-leisure/suffolk-archaeological-service/the-historic-environment-record
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/culture-heritage-and-leisure/suffolk-archaeological-service/the-historic-environment-record
https://suffolklandscape.org.uk/
https://suffolklandscape.org.uk/
https://suffolklandscape.org.uk/
https://www.touchingthetide.org.uk/assets/Documents/FinalReport.pdf
https://www.touchingthetide.org.uk/assets/Documents/FinalReport.pdf
https://www.touchingthetide.org.uk/assets/Documents/FinalReport.pdf
https://www.touchingthetide.org.uk/assets/Documents/FinalReport.pdf
https://www.touchingthetide.org.uk/assets/Documents/FinalReport.pdf
https://www.touchingthetide.org.uk/assets/Documents/FinalReport.pdf
https://www.touchingthetide.org.uk/assets/Documents/FinalReport.pdf
https://www.touchingthetide.org.uk/assets/Documents/FinalReport.pdf
https://www.touchingthetide.org.uk/assets/Documents/FinalReport.pdf
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Suffolk Local 
Nature Recovery 
Strategy, 2025 

Suffolk Local Nature Recovery 
Strategies (LNRS) sets out a vision for 
reversing the decline of biodiversity 
and restoring nature across the 
counties. It is a statutory requirement 
under the Environment Act 2021 and a 
practical framework for guiding 
planning decisions, land management, 
and investment in environmental 
outcomes. It has been created in 
collaboration with the Norfolk LNRS 
under the umbrella of the Norfolk and 
Suffolk Nature Recovery Partnership 
(NSNRP), and Norfolk and Suffolk 
County Councils as Responsible 
Authorities, but are considered two 
separate published strategies. It 
identifies priority locations where 
actions to restore and enhance 
biodiversity could have the greatest 
impact. This includes areas of 
particular importance for biodiversity 
(APIB) and areas that could become of 
particular importance for biodiversity 
(ACB). 

Local Authorities have a duty of all 

planning authorities to 'take 

account of’ Local Nature Recovery 

Strategies in preparing Local Plans. 

SEA Framework to include 

objectives relating to nature 

recovery, biodiversity, species and 

habitats. 

 

2023-2028 Suffolk 
Coast & Heaths 
Area of 
Outstanding 
Natural Beauty 
(AONB) 
Management Plan 

The Suffolk Coast & Heaths Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
Management Plan guides decision 
making in our nationally important 
landscape.  It describes the AONB, sets 
out the statutory purpose of the AONB 
designation and meets the duty on 
AONB local authorities to produce and 
review a Management Plan every five 
years. It sets out a vision for the AONB 
in the mid-2040s in terms of its 
environmental, social, and economic 
indicators. Through a series of themes, 
the Management Plan explores the 
opportunities and threats to delivering 
the statutory purpose of the AONB 
designation. Management Plan 
policies have been included to support 
the delivery of the vision and statutory 
purpose.   

Local Plans must treat AONBs 
(National Landscapes) as areas 
with the highest level of landscape 
protection. They are legally 
required to conserve and enhance 
natural beauty, limit large-scale 
development to exceptional 
circumstances, and align policies 
with statutory Management Plans. 
SEA Framework to include 
objectives relating to conserving 
and enhancing local landscapes 
and local distinctiveness. 

 
  
 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/local-nature-recovery-strategy-lnrs
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/local-nature-recovery-strategy-lnrs
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/local-nature-recovery-strategy-lnrs
https://coastandheaths-nl.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2023-28-Management-Plan.pdf
https://coastandheaths-nl.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2023-28-Management-Plan.pdf
https://coastandheaths-nl.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2023-28-Management-Plan.pdf
https://coastandheaths-nl.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2023-28-Management-Plan.pdf
https://coastandheaths-nl.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2023-28-Management-Plan.pdf
https://coastandheaths-nl.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2023-28-Management-Plan.pdf
https://coastandheaths-nl.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2023-28-Management-Plan.pdf
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Our Direction 
2028, East Suffolk 
Strategic Plan, 
2024 

Our Direction 2028 sets out the 
themes and priorities for East Suffolk 
Council across the next four years. The 
four priorities are: 

• Environmental impact- 
‘Delivering positive climate, 
nature, and environmental 
impacts through the decisions 
we make and actions we take.’ 

• Sustainable housing- ‘All 
homes in East Suffolk are safe, 
suitable, and sustainable, in 
communities where residents 
are proud to live.’ 

• Tackling inequalities- 
‘Improving quality of life 
across the district by tackling 
financial, social and health 
inequalities.’ 

• Thriving economy- ‘Enabling 
residents to benefit from, and 
contribute to, a thriving 
economy.’ 

It is important that the Local Plan 
accords with, and delivers against 
the relevant priorities within the 
Strategic Plan. The SEA framework 
should reflect the strategic plan 
priorities and measure how well 
policies meet those priorities.  

Healthy 
Environments 
Supplementary 
Planning 
Document, 2024 
 

Provides guidance about how new 
development can encourage people to 
live more healthily. A major topic is 
access to natural greenspaces and 
environments. This includes through 
flood risk infrastructure which 
combines as green space, allotment 
and garden provision. New 
development should enable people to 
lead active lifestyles and encourage 
the use of active transport. It should 
provide homes, workplaces and 
facilities that encourage people to live 
healthily. Lifetime homes and 
neighbourhoods are designed to 
accommodate people through all 
stages of their lives and to incorporate 
the principles set out in the SPD.   

The Local Plan should include 
policies that encourage healthy 
lifestyles along the lines set out in 
the SPD. SEA should assess policies 
in terms of their ability to encourage 
healthy lifestyles. Topics of particular 
importance include active travel, 
exercise and play facilities and 
proximity to shops and community 
facilities. 
 

Rural 
Development 
Supplementary 
Planning 
Document, 2024 

Explains the policy background to 
development in rural areas. It also 
provides practical planning and policy 
guidance about issue that are relevant 
to development in rural areas and 
have been raised frequently as part of 

Local Plan policies should promote 
sustainable development that 
protects rural landscapes and 
environments. SEA should measure 
the ability of Local Plan policies to 
deliver sustainable development in 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/your-council/how-your-council-works/east-suffolk-strategic-plan
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/your-council/how-your-council-works/east-suffolk-strategic-plan
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/your-council/how-your-council-works/east-suffolk-strategic-plan
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/your-council/how-your-council-works/east-suffolk-strategic-plan
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Healthy%20Environments%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Healthy%20Environments%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Healthy%20Environments%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Healthy%20Environments%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Healthy%20Environments%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-04/Rural%20Development%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document%20Apr26.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-04/Rural%20Development%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document%20Apr26.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-04/Rural%20Development%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document%20Apr26.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-04/Rural%20Development%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document%20Apr26.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-04/Rural%20Development%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document%20Apr26.pdf
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the development management 
process. The list of topics covered 
includes rural workers 
accommodation; rural annexes; 
residential curtilage expansion; barn 
conversions; economic development; 
equestrian development; tourism 
accommodation; renewable energy; 
wastewater.  

rural areas. This includes creating 
sustainable patterns of rural growth 
and protecting rural landscapes and 
environments. 

Custom and Self 
Build Housing, 
Supplementary 
Planning 
Document, 2024 
 

Provides guidance for those seeking to 
undertake a custom or self-build 
project. This includes setting out the 
policy background for custom and self-
build housing as well as explaining 
practical aspects of custom and self-
build housing. Appendices include 
more practical information about tasks 
related to affordable housing, as well 
as case studies of custom and self-
build construction elsewhere.   

The Local Plan must make provision 
for custom and self-build housing 
delivery, both through land 
allocations and policy requirements. 
SEA should assess the impact of 
opportunities to increase the 
delivery of different types of 
housing. 

Coastal 
Adaptation 
Supplementary 
Planning 
Document, 2023 
 

Provides guidance about the 
implementation of Local Plan policies 
between Holkham in Norfolk and 
Landguard point at Felixstowe in 
Suffolk. In particular it provides 
guidance on development within the 
Coastal Change Management Area 
(CCMA), rollback and relocation of 
development away from the CCMA, 
enabling development and case 
studies of best practice.   

Local Plan policies should address 
issues created by coastal change, 
including erosion, flood risk and 
rollback of development. SEA should 
assess policy options in terms of 
their ability to deal with the impact 
of coastal change. 

Sustainable 
Construction 
Supplementary 
Planning 
Document, 2022 
 

Delivers sustainable development 
policies within the Suffolk Coastal and 
Waveney Local Plans. The document is 
divided into different chapters, each of 
which focuses on a particular aspect of 
sustainable construction. These 
include water and energy efficiency, 
the use of materials, waste, siting form 
and orientation, the historic 
environment, the natural 
environment, renewable energy, 
construction methods and healthy 
buildings. There is a final section on 
making a planning application.   

Local Plan policies should reflect 
sustainable construction 
requirements through policy. SEA 
should assess the impact of 
sustainable construction 
opportunities. 

Affordable 
Housing 
Supplementary 

Provides practical guidance that 
enables the delivery of affordable 
housing policies contained within the 

Local Plan policies must address the 
need for affordable housing in the 
district. SEA should assess the 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-04/Custom%20and%20Self-Build%20Housing%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-04/Custom%20and%20Self-Build%20Housing%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-04/Custom%20and%20Self-Build%20Housing%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-04/Custom%20and%20Self-Build%20Housing%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-04/Custom%20and%20Self-Build%20Housing%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/Coastal%20Adaptation%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/Coastal%20Adaptation%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/Coastal%20Adaptation%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/Coastal%20Adaptation%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/Coastal%20Adaptation%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Sustainable%20Construction%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Sustainable%20Construction%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Sustainable%20Construction%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Sustainable%20Construction%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Sustainable%20Construction%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-05/Affordable%20Housing%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-05/Affordable%20Housing%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-05/Affordable%20Housing%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
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Planning 
Document, 2022 
 

Suffolk Coastal and Waveney Local 
Plans. This includes an explanation of 
different types of affordable housing. 
It also includes an explanation of the 
role of section 106 agreements and 
the community infrastructure levy in 
delivering affordable housing, as well 
as guidance about exception sites, 
design, housing needs and vacant 
building credit. The document 
provides practical information about 
the design of affordable housing, 
ensuring that it is evenly distributed 
throughout a wider housing 
development and not grouped 
together, as well as guidance about 
making a planning application.  

impact of opportunities to increase 
the delivery of affordable housing. 

Housing Clusters 
and Small-Scale 
Residential 
Development in 
the Countryside, 
Supplementary 
Planning 
document 2022 
 

Implements Suffolk Coastal and 
Waveney Local Plan policies about 
clusters and small-scale residential 
developments in the countryside. This 
is when a proposed new dwelling is 
part of a small group of buildings in 
open countryside. The SPD provides 
examples of when dwellings would 
and would not be acceptable. 
Considerations include the location of 
the proposed building, the type of site 
and the impact on the character and 
appearance of the surrounding 
countryside.  

The Local Plan can define clusters or 
small-scale residential development 
in the countryside (preferably using 
one standard terminology). SEA 
should measure the ability of Local 
Plan policies to deliver sustainable 
development in rural areas.  

Historic 
Environment 
Supplementary 
Planning 
Document, 2021 
 

Helps to implement Suffolk Coastal 
and Waveney Local Plan policies about 
the historic environment. It contains 
guidance about the maintenance, 
repair, alteration and development of 
historic buildings (but does not include 
archaeology). The SPD includes the 
following topics: listed buildings, non-
designated heritage assets, 
conservation areas, sustainable 
construction, the setting of historic 
buildings, historic parks and gardens, 
windows, conversions, lighting, 
shopfronts and signage, demolition, 
repairs and maintenance, services, 
chimneys and making an application.  

Local Plan policies must address the 
historic environment. SEA should 
assess the impact of development 
on the historic environment. 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-05/Affordable%20Housing%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-05/Affordable%20Housing%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-05/Housing%20in%20Clusters%20and%20Small%20Scale%20Residential%20Development%20in%20the%20Countryside%20%28.PDF%20version%29.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-05/Housing%20in%20Clusters%20and%20Small%20Scale%20Residential%20Development%20in%20the%20Countryside%20%28.PDF%20version%29.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-05/Housing%20in%20Clusters%20and%20Small%20Scale%20Residential%20Development%20in%20the%20Countryside%20%28.PDF%20version%29.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-05/Housing%20in%20Clusters%20and%20Small%20Scale%20Residential%20Development%20in%20the%20Countryside%20%28.PDF%20version%29.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-05/Housing%20in%20Clusters%20and%20Small%20Scale%20Residential%20Development%20in%20the%20Countryside%20%28.PDF%20version%29.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-05/Housing%20in%20Clusters%20and%20Small%20Scale%20Residential%20Development%20in%20the%20Countryside%20%28.PDF%20version%29.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-05/Housing%20in%20Clusters%20and%20Small%20Scale%20Residential%20Development%20in%20the%20Countryside%20%28.PDF%20version%29.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-05/Housing%20in%20Clusters%20and%20Small%20Scale%20Residential%20Development%20in%20the%20Countryside%20%28.PDF%20version%29.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-04/Historic%20Environment%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-04/Historic%20Environment%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-04/Historic%20Environment%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-04/Historic%20Environment%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-04/Historic%20Environment%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
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Recreational 
Disturbance 
Avoidance and 
Mitigation 
Strategy 
Supplementary 
Planning 
Document, 2021 

A guide to implementing the Suffolk 
Coast Recreational Disturbance 
Avoidance and Mitigation Strategy 
which allows for a strategic approach 
to mitigating the combined effects of 
development on European designated 
areas (Special Protection Areas, 
Special Areas of Conservation and 
Ramsar sites) 

Local Plan policies should protect 
European designated areas. This 
includes support for the RAMS 
project and make reference to RAMS 
payments as part of the 
development process.  SEA include 
objectives to protect designate sites 
and habitats. 

North Lowestoft 
Heritage Action 
Zone Design 
Guide 
Supplementary 
Planning 
Document 2020 
 

The North Lowestoft Heritage Action 
Zone (HAZ) covers the North Lowestoft 
Conservation area. It was designated 
by English Heritage and the purpose of 
the project is to use renovation of the 
historic environment as a catalyst for 
wider economic and social renewal. 
The Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPD) provides practical 
guidance about the regeneration of 
the historic environment within the 
North Lowestoft HAZ area. This 
includes a detailed description of each 
part of the HAZ, guidance about new 
development and the repair and 
alteration of existing buildings, the 
regeneration of the public realm and 
the repair and restoration of 
shopfronts.  

Local Plan policies about North 
Lowestoft should take into account 
the guidance and information 
contained in the North Lowestoft 
HAZ Design Guide SPD. SEA should 
assess the impact of development 
on the historic environment. 

Suffolk Coast 
RAMs Strategy, 
2019 
 

The RAMS project allows for a 
strategic approach to mitigating the 
combined effects of development on 
European designated areas (Special 
Protection Areas, Special Areas of 
Conservation and Ramsar sites) and 
allows mitigation to be delivered 
across the project area. This includes a 
standard tariff chargeable on all new 
dwellings located within the zone of 
influence for each designated area. 
The SPD explains the policy 
background, the tariff for RAMS 
charges, the types of developments 
that should pay RAMS contributions 
and the process for collecting RAMS 
payments as part of the planning 
application process.  

Local Plan policies should protect 
European designated areas. This 
includes support for the RAMS 
project and make reference to RAMS 
payments as part of the 
development process.  SEA should 
include objectives to protect 
designate sites and habitats. 

Suffolk Coastal 
Landscape 

The document was designed to 
provide technical guidance and 

The Local Plan will need to be 
informed by the Landscape 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Recreational%20Disturbance%20Avoidance%20and%20Mitigation%20Strategy%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Recreational%20Disturbance%20Avoidance%20and%20Mitigation%20Strategy%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Recreational%20Disturbance%20Avoidance%20and%20Mitigation%20Strategy%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Recreational%20Disturbance%20Avoidance%20and%20Mitigation%20Strategy%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Recreational%20Disturbance%20Avoidance%20and%20Mitigation%20Strategy%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Recreational%20Disturbance%20Avoidance%20and%20Mitigation%20Strategy%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Recreational%20Disturbance%20Avoidance%20and%20Mitigation%20Strategy%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Recreational%20Disturbance%20Avoidance%20and%20Mitigation%20Strategy%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/North%20Lowestoft%20Heritage%20Action%20Zone%20Design%20Guide%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/North%20Lowestoft%20Heritage%20Action%20Zone%20Design%20Guide%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/North%20Lowestoft%20Heritage%20Action%20Zone%20Design%20Guide%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/North%20Lowestoft%20Heritage%20Action%20Zone%20Design%20Guide%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/North%20Lowestoft%20Heritage%20Action%20Zone%20Design%20Guide%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/North%20Lowestoft%20Heritage%20Action%20Zone%20Design%20Guide%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/North%20Lowestoft%20Heritage%20Action%20Zone%20Design%20Guide%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/developer-contributions/planning-and-building-control/developer-0
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/developer-contributions/planning-and-building-control/developer-0
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/developer-contributions/planning-and-building-control/developer-0
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/landscape
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/landscape
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Document Summary Key messages for Local Plan and 
SEA 

Character 
Assessment, 2018 
and Waveney 
District Council 
Landscape 
Character 
Assessment, 2008 

 
 

evidence to underpin landscape-based 
policies in the Local Development 
Framework. It will provide key 
information for use by both 
developers and development control 
officers in helping to make decisions 
on the appropriate location, scale and 
design of new development. 

Character Assessment when 
allocating land for development and 
in policies that seek to protect the 
character of the landscape. SEA 
Framework to include objectives 
relating to conserving and enhancing 
local landscapes and local 
distinctiveness. 

East Suffolk 
Council Play Area 
Strategy, 2022-
2027 
 

The Play area strategy assesses East 
Suffolk in terms of its quantity, quality 
and value of play areas. The strategy 
identifies parts of the district that have 
a deficit of provision, as well as those 
areas where there is a better level of 
provision. It also assesses individual 
play spaces in terms of their quality. 
This refers to their condition and range 
of equipment, accessibility as well as 
seating and signage. Value refers to 
the level of use they receive and 
importance to the local community.  

The Local Plan should protect 
existing play areas and ensure 
adequate provision of high quality 
and value play spaces in new 
development, whether this is in the 
form of allocated or windfall sites. 
SEA should assess local plan policies 
in terms of their ability to provide 
high quality and value play space 
that is accessibly and well used by 
the local community. 

2025 Air Quality 
Annual Status 
Report (ASR) 

The air quality within East Suffolk is 
generally good and the final remaining 
Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) 
located in Stratford St. Andrew was 
revoked on 18th December 2024 
following an eighth year of NO2 
concentrations below the Air Quality 
Objective. Therefore, currently, East 
Suffolk contains no AQMAs. 
 

Local Plan policies should protect air 
quality across the district. SEA 
should include objectives related to 
air quality. 

East Suffolk 
Council 
Environmental 
Impact Strategy, 
2024 
 

Shows how the Council are delivering 
over 100 climate change, sustainability 
and nature-related workstreams. 
Also shows how the Council are 
working to become a net zero council 
by 2030 and supporting the wider 
ambition for Suffolk as a whole to 
achieve net zero by the same time. 
The Strategy also incorporates the 
latest national guidance on responding 
to climate, biodiversity and 
sustainability challenges. 

The Local Plan and SEA should 
consider provisions to adapt and 
mitigate to climate change. 

East Suffolk 
Council’s 2023 – 
2028 Cultural 
Strategy 

This strategy sets out how arts and 
culture, heritage and creativity can 
exert positive impacts with 
communities across East Suffolk. It will 

Local Plan policies should protect 
valued cultural heritage. The SEA 
framework should assess cultural 
heritage. 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/landscape
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/landscape
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/landscape
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/landscape
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/landscape
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/landscape
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/landscape
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Play%20Area%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Play%20Area%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Play%20Area%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Play%20Area%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-11/Air%20Quality%20Annual%20Status%20Report%202025.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-11/Air%20Quality%20Annual%20Status%20Report%202025.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-11/Air%20Quality%20Annual%20Status%20Report%202025.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/environmental-services/tackling-climate-change/east-suffolk-council-environmental-impact-strategy
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/environmental-services/tackling-climate-change/east-suffolk-council-environmental-impact-strategy
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/environmental-services/tackling-climate-change/east-suffolk-council-environmental-impact-strategy
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/environmental-services/tackling-climate-change/east-suffolk-council-environmental-impact-strategy
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/environmental-services/tackling-climate-change/east-suffolk-council-environmental-impact-strategy
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/East%20Suffolk%20Cultural%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/East%20Suffolk%20Cultural%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/East%20Suffolk%20Cultural%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/East%20Suffolk%20Cultural%20Strategy.pdf
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SEA 

also connect into the key strategic 
plans and programmes for East Suffolk 
as a district, as defined in the local and 
regional major strategies and plans. 
The Strategy sets out three interlinked 
priorities: 

• East Suffolk’s cultural and 
creative economy will thrive, 
realising its potential and 
providing benefits for itself 
and for other sectors. 

• (Young) people will have 
opportunities to cultivate 
creative careers and lives 
without needing to leave the 
area, with clear pathways for 
skills, talent and career 
development.  

• Communities will have access 
to cultural participation 
opportunities inspired by the 
landscape, which benefit 
health and wellbeing. 

East Suffolk 
Economic 
Strategy 2022 - 
2027 

Seeks to provide a balanced approach 
that enables the Council to leverage 
economic assets and build a strong 
sustainable economy for the future 
while also addressing the challenges. 
The Strategy sets out three main 
priorities: people, place and business. 

The Local Plan must support 
sustainable economic growth in key 
sectors outlined in the plan, which 
include agriculture, energy, IT, ports 
and logistics, manufacturing, marine 
and tourism. It must also support 
sustainable economic growth across 
the district as a whole. The SEA 
should identify the most sustainable 
options for future economic growth 
to support employment 
opportunities across the district. 

East Suffolk 
Visitor Economy 
Strategy 2022 – 
2027 

The Strategy aims to provide support 
existing tourism businesses and 
potential investors in East Suffolk 
Council. The Strategy sets out how the 
Council will deliver services and make 
investments in a coordinated manner 
that maximises the benefits to the 
visitor economy, supports decision 
making and project development.  
The overall objective of the strategy is 
set to as ‘to benefit visitor economy 
businesses, residents, visitors, and 
people working within the sector.’ 

The Local Plan must support 
sustainable economic growth in key 
sectors in East Suffolk. The Strategy 
confirms that tourism is one of those 
sectors. The SEA should identify the 
most sustainable options for future 
economic growth to support 
employment opportunities across 
the district which includes from the 
tourism sector. The SEA should also 
include objectives designed to 
ensure the appropriate management 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/East%20Suffolk%20Economic%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/East%20Suffolk%20Economic%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/East%20Suffolk%20Economic%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/East%20Suffolk%20Economic%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/East%20Suffolk%20Visitor%20Economy%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/East%20Suffolk%20Visitor%20Economy%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/East%20Suffolk%20Visitor%20Economy%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/East%20Suffolk%20Visitor%20Economy%20Strategy.pdf
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SEA 

of tourism development and 
opportunities. 

East Suffolk Clean 
Hydrogen 
Strategy 2023 - 
2028 

The East Suffolk Hydrogen Strategy 
sets out how the Council can enable 
the emergence of the local hydrogen 
economy between 2023 and 2028. 
The strategy examines the current 
hydrogen landscape from a national, 
regional perspective, and details 
localised opportunities and projects in 
planning, to determine how the local 
authority can provide integral support 
that advances the hydrogen economy. 

The Local Plan and SEA should 
consider provisions to adapt and 
mitigate to climate change. The 
Local Plan must also support 
sustainable economic growth in key 
sectors. The SEA should identify the 
most sustainable options for future 
economic growth to support 
employment opportunities across 
the district. 

East Suffolk 
Cycling and 
Walking Strategy, 
2022 
 

The East Suffolk Cycling and Walking 
Strategy seeks to improve cycling and 
walking infrastructure across the 
district and to generate a modal shift 
in transport. There are four sets of 
recommendations: 

1. Key corridors. 
2. Site specific allocations. 
3. Leisure routes. 
4. Community 

recommendations.  

Local plan policies and allocations 
should be informed by and deliver 
the recommendations of the East 
Suffolk Cycling and Walking Strategy. 
The SEA should identify the policy 
options that best deliver the 
recommendations of the East Suffolk 
Cycling and Walking Strategy. 

East Suffolk 
Leisure Strategy, 
2021 

Strategy comprised of an overall 
strategy document and supporting 
evidence documents for directing 
future leisure developments in the 
district. Made up of: 

• Indoor and Built Sports 
Facilities Strategy 

• Playing Pitch and Outdoor 
Sports Strategy 

• Open Spaces Assessments 

Local plan policies and allocations 
should be informed by and deliver 
the recommendations of the East 
Suffolk Leisure Strategy. The SEA 
should identify the policy options 
that best deliver the 
recommendations of the East Suffolk 
Leisure Strategy. 

East Suffolk 
Housing Enabling 
Strategy 2020-
2025 
 

This document sets out how the 
Council will assist in the delivery of 
housing across the district. This 
includes the delivery of sustainable 
housing, affordable housing and self-
build housing. It also describes how 
the Council will work with its partners 
such as registered providers and 
developers to deliver housing. Other 
topics covered include unlocking 
Council-owned sites across the district 
to provide housing and the use of 
master planning to provide housing.  

The Local Plan must take account of 
the Housing Enabling Strategy. 
Policies should deliver sustainable 
housing, affordable housing and self-
build housing. The SEA should 
measure the ability of policies and 
allocations to deliver affordable 
housing and sustainable housing. 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/East%20Suffolk%20Clean%20Hydrogen%20Strategy_0.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/East%20Suffolk%20Clean%20Hydrogen%20Strategy_0.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/East%20Suffolk%20Clean%20Hydrogen%20Strategy_0.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/East%20Suffolk%20Clean%20Hydrogen%20Strategy_0.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Cycling%20and%20Walking%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Cycling%20and%20Walking%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Cycling%20and%20Walking%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Cycling%20and%20Walking%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/leisure-sports-and-events/east-suffolk-leisure-strategy
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/leisure-sports-and-events/east-suffolk-leisure-strategy
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/leisure-sports-and-events/east-suffolk-leisure-strategy
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Housing%20Enabling%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Housing%20Enabling%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Housing%20Enabling%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Housing%20Enabling%20Strategy.pdf
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SEA 

East Suffolk 
Council Interim 
Housing Position 
Statement, 2025 

Sets out the requirements for housing 
in both the Suffolk Coastal and 
Waveney Local Plan areas, following 
publication of the new standard 
method for calculating housing need. 
The Statement set out the Council’s 
new 5-year housing land supply 
position. 
 
 

The Local Plan will need to 
demonstrate that it can deliver 
significantly more housing across 
both the former Suffolk Coastal and 
Waveney areas than either of the 
two existing local plans for the 
former Suffolk Coastal and Waveney 
areas.  SEA framework should 
include objectives to support the 
delivery of housing to meet 
identified need. It should also 
ensure that housing is sustainably 
located. 

Suffolk Coastal 
Cross-Boundary 
Water Cycle 
Study, 2019 

Study produced to support he Suffolk 
Coastal Local Plan. Produced to assess 
impact of development on water 
environment. 3 key areas: water 
resources and supply; wastewater 
treatment and flood risk. East Suffolk 
is an area of extreme wate stress and 
sources of future supply are extremely 
limited.  
 
A change from moderate to poor for 
phosphate is predicted for the river 
Deben by 2036 and so a review of 
phosphate treatment at Easton, 
Charsfield and Wickham Market is 
recommended. Additional capacity 
will also be required at Framlingham 
and Melton WRCs by 2020; Charsfield, 
Westleton and Yoxford by 2025 and 
Benhall and Felixstowe by 2030.  
 
Flood risk: there are 72 sites with in 
the SCDC area, of which 56 are in 
flood zone 1 and would pass the 
sequential test. 2 sites lie wholly or 
partially within flood zone 2. 12 sites 
lie wholly or partially within flood zone 
3. 

Local Plan policies should ensure 
that adequate water resources are 
available to support future 
development, without impacting on 
the environment or local wildlife 
habitats. They should also require 
development that maximises water 
efficiency. Local Plan policies should 
also direct development to areas of 
lowest flood risk and to ensure that 
development that is necessary 
within the flood zone is also 
adequately protected. SEA should 
test local plan policies’ ability to 
maximised water efficiency, protect 
the water environment and ensure 
development can be supported by 
adequate water resources. 
Sustainability appraisal should also 
seek to minimise flood risk in new 
development. 

Waveney Water 
Cycle Study, 2017 
 

Study produced to support the 
Waveney Local Plan. The study seeks 
to ensure there are workable solutions 
to all constraints on planned growth. 
The majority of water recycling 
centres can accommodate the 
increase in future wastewater without 

Local Plan policies should maximise 
water efficiency and ensure that 
water resources and infrastructure 
can support new development. They 
should also ensure that new 
development does not harm the 
water environment. Sustainability 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-01/Interim%20Housing%20Position%20Statement.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-01/Interim%20Housing%20Position%20Statement.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-01/Interim%20Housing%20Position%20Statement.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-01/Interim%20Housing%20Position%20Statement.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Suffolk%20Coastal%20District%20Council%20and%20Ipswich%20Borough%20Council%20Cross%20Boundary%20Water%20Cycle%20Study%202019.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Suffolk%20Coastal%20District%20Council%20and%20Ipswich%20Borough%20Council%20Cross%20Boundary%20Water%20Cycle%20Study%202019.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Suffolk%20Coastal%20District%20Council%20and%20Ipswich%20Borough%20Council%20Cross%20Boundary%20Water%20Cycle%20Study%202019.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Suffolk%20Coastal%20District%20Council%20and%20Ipswich%20Borough%20Council%20Cross%20Boundary%20Water%20Cycle%20Study%202019.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Water%20Cycle%20Study%202017.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Water%20Cycle%20Study%202017.pdf
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Document Summary Key messages for Local Plan and 
SEA 

facilities needing to be extended or 
upgraded. However, the following will 
require the permit discharge to be 
altered. 

• Marsh Lane, Beccles 

• Redisham Road, Ringsfield 

• Abbey Farm, Rumburgh 

• Stoven 
Some site allocations will require 
investment in wastewater 
infrastructure.  

appraisals should test Local Plan 
policies’ ability to protect the water 
environment and ensure that 
development does not exceed the 
capacity of water resources or water 
infrastructure. 

Suffolk Coastal 
and Waveney 
Strategic Flood 
Risk Assessment, 
2018 

Study produced to support the 
Waveney and Suffolk Coastal Local 
Plans. Provides a description of the 
coasts and rivers in the former Suffolk 
Coastal and Waveney areas. This 
includes a description of different 
sources of flood risk. Sources of 
flooding include tidal flooding from 
rivers and the sea, surface water 
flooding and ground water flooding. 
There is also an overview of flood 
defence infrastructure throughout the 
Suffolk Coastal and Waveney areas. 
Guidance is provided about how to 
deal with flood risk in both plan 
making and development 
management. Particular attention is 
paid to the sequential test and the 
exceptions test, both of which are set 
out in national policy. Guidance is also 
provided for developers 

Local Plan policies should steer 
development away from areas that 
are at risk from flooding. Where this 
is not possible, policies should 
require planning applications to 
justify why they cannot be located in 
low-risk flood areas and explain how 
the development can be made safe 
for its lifetime.  
Policies should also require 
reference to be made to sustainable 
drainage and how this can be 
integrated with green infrastructure. 
SEA should assess policies in terms 
of their ability to minimise and 
reduce flood risk through the 
development proposal. It should 
also assess policies’ ability to 
promote the integration of green 
and blue infrastructure as part of the 
development process. 

Deben Estuary 
Plan, 2015 

Estuary Plan covering the Deben. The 
plan primarily considers the issue of 
flood risk management, but also 
provides an integrated approach to 
the management of the broader 
estuary valley and coastal zone.  

Local Plan policies should be 
developed taking account of the 
aims and objectives of the Deben 
Estuary Plan to ensure that an 
integrated policy approach to the 
river and coastal zone is developed. 
The SA Framework should include 
objectives relating to the natural 
environment and unique landscape 
of the River Deben. 

Alde and Ore 
Estuary Plan, 
2016 
 

Estuary Plan covering the Alde and 
Ore. The Plan seeks to: 

• Manage the estuary and its 
river defences as a whole 
taking account of the changes 
affecting flood cells and 

Local Plan policies should be 
developed taking account of the 
aims and objectives of the Alde and 
Ore Estuary Plan to ensure that an 
integrated policy approach to the 
river and coastal zone is developed. 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Suffolk%20Coastal%20District%20Council%20Level%201%20Strategic%20Flood%20Risk%20Assessment%202018.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Suffolk%20Coastal%20District%20Council%20Level%201%20Strategic%20Flood%20Risk%20Assessment%202018.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Suffolk%20Coastal%20District%20Council%20Level%201%20Strategic%20Flood%20Risk%20Assessment%202018.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Suffolk%20Coastal%20District%20Council%20Level%201%20Strategic%20Flood%20Risk%20Assessment%202018.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Suffolk%20Coastal%20District%20Council%20Level%201%20Strategic%20Flood%20Risk%20Assessment%202018.pdf
https://debenestuarypartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/2015-Estuary-Plan.pdf
https://debenestuarypartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/2015-Estuary-Plan.pdf
https://aocp.co.uk/index.php/estuary-plan/
https://aocp.co.uk/index.php/estuary-plan/
https://aocp.co.uk/index.php/estuary-plan/
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Document Summary Key messages for Local Plan and 
SEA 

changes from climate change 
and isostatic rebalancing. 

• Where defences require 
upgrading, upgrade these to 
withstand overtopping.   

• Set priorities for upgrading or 
changing defences over a ten-
year period. 

• Regular monitoring of the 
state of the estuary. 

• Secure the necessary funds 
through enabling 
development where 
appropriate. 

The SEA Framework should include 
objectives relating to the natural 
environment and unique landscape 
of the Rivers Alde and Ore. 

 

 

Neighbourhood Plans 

Neighbourhood Plans once ‘made’ (adopted), form part of the development plan for a local 
planning authority area. 
 
As of April 2026 there are 31 made Neighbourhood Plans in East Suffolk. These include: 
 

Neighbourhood Plan  Date made 

Aldringham cum Thorpe 25 February 2026 

Beccles 22 September 2021 

Bredfield 26 May 2021 

Bungay 23 November 2022 

Carlton Colville 19 May 2025 

Easton 24 July 2024 

Framlingham 23 March 2017 

Great Bealings 23 March 2017 

Halesworth 22 February 2023. 

Kesgrave 26 May 2021 

Kessingland 25 January 2017 

Leiston 23 March 2017 

Lound with Ashby, Herringfleet and Somerleyton 27 July 2022 

Lowestoft 26 November 2025 

Martlesham  17 July 2018 

Melton 25 January 2018. 

Mutford 16 December 2019 

Otley 24 September 2025 

Oulton 22 February 2023 

Playford 24 July 2024 

Rendlesham 19 March 2015 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/Aldringham%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20-%20Made.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-06/Beccles%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%202019%20-%202036.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-06/Bredfield%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-06/Bungay%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Carlton%20Colville%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Easton%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Framlingham%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Great%20Bealings%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Halesworth%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Kesgrave%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Kessingland%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Leiston%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Lound%20with%20Ashby%2C%20Herringfleet%20and%20Somerleyton%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-12/Lowestoft%20Neighbourhood%20Development%20Plan%202025.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Martlesham%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Melton%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Mutford%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-10/Otley%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20Made%20Version_0.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Oulton%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Playford%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Rendlesham%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
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Reydon 26 May 2021 

Rushmere St Andrew 28 June 2023 

Saxmundham 26 July 2023 

Shadingfield, Sotterley, Willingham and Ellough 28 June 2023 

Southwold 23 February 2022 

Ufford 16 July 2025 

Wenhaston with Mells Hamlet 17 July 2018 

Westerfield 19 May 2025 

Wickham Market 22 November 2023 

Worlingham 23 November 2022 

 
3.2 Neighbourhood planning gives local communities the chance to shape development 
within their area. They are usually prepared by a parish council or other qualifying body. An 
adopted neighbourhood plan is used to decide planning applications within a designated 
neighbourhood plan area. A neighbourhood plan can also allocate land for development. 
Neighbourhood plans must be in accordance with strategic policies of the Local Plan. 
 
3.3 Common themes in neighbourhood plans include: 

• Protection of natural habitats 

• Protection of landscape 

• Green spaces 

• Protection of the historic environment 

• Design 

• Community Facilities 

• Public rights of way 

• Car Parking 
 
3.4 Other themes in neighbourhood plans: 

• Primary residence 

• Dark skies 

• Rural housing clusters 

• Flood risk and drainage 

• Affordable housing 

• Employment 
 
3.5 In addition to the made plans set out above, there are a further 16 neighbourhood 
plans in progress, these are all at different stages of the process, but as they are not yet 
‘made’ these are included here for information only: 
 

• Barnby 

• Campsea Ashe 

• Corton 

• Earl Soham 

• Eyke 

• Henstead with Hulver Street 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Reydon%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Rushmere%20St%20Andrew%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Saxmundham%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Shadingfield%2C%20Sotterley%2C%20Willingham%20and%20Ellough%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Southwold%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-02/Ufford%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Wenhaston%20with%20Mells%20Hamlet%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Westerfield%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Wickham%20Market%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-07/Worlingham%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf


East Suffolk Local Plan 
Draft Strategic Environmental Assessment Scoping Report 

June 2026  
 

• Kelsale-cum-Carlton 

• Little Bealings 

• Mettingham, Barsham, Shipmeadow, Ringsfield and Weston 

• Oulton Broad 

• Theberton and Eastbridge 

• Trimley St Mary 

• Tunstall 

• Walberswick 

• Wissett 

• Woodbridge 
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4. Baseline (Task A2) 
4.1  In order to be able to determine the effect the new Local Plan may have, it is 
important to gain an understanding of the current circumstances which exist within East 
Suffolk and how these might be impacted if no new Local Plan was produced. This baseline 
data is presented below under the related SEA topic headings (with some topics grouped). 
Also included in this section are an assessment of the likely evolution of the baseline with 
the Local Plan and a summary of the key issues. 
 

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna 
4.2  This topic covers the nature conservation designations, habitats, and species within 
and surrounding East Suffolk.  

Current Baseline 

4.3  East Suffolk supports a diverse range of habitats and species. This includes extensive 
areas of internationally, nationally and locally protected sites and habitats of nature 
conservation importance, and rare and protected species.  
 
International designations 
4.4  Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Areas (SPAs), and Ramsar sites 
are designated biodiversity assets of international importance. SACs and SPAs are protected 
under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017, and wetlands of global 
importance (Ramsar sites) are protected by Government policy to apply the same level of 
protection as to SACs and SPAs. 
 
4.5  East Suffolk and the adjacent areas contain a significant number of these 
internationally designated sites.  
 
Figure 1: internationally designated habitat sites with East Suffolk 
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Map source:  Natural England. Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0.  

 
Table 1: Summary of internationally designated habitat sites with East Suffolk  

Name Site description summary Pressure and threats  

Alde-Ore and 
Butley Estuaries 
SAC, Alde-Ore 
Estuary SPA, 
Orfordness-Shingle 
Street SAC 

Overlapping/adjacent sites on the coast. The 
sites contain a number of coastal formations 
and estuarine features including mudflats, 
saltmarsh, vegetated shingle and coastal 
lagoons which are of special botanical and 
ornithological value. 

Hydrological changes, public 
access/disturbance, 
inappropriate coastal 
management, coastal 
squeeze, inappropriate pest 
control, changes in species 
distributions, invasive 
species, air pollution, 
fisheries (commercial 
marine and estuarine) 

Benacre to Easton 
Bavents Lagoons 
SAC and Benacre to 
Eastern Bavents 
SPA  
 

A series of percolation lagoons. The lagoons 
have formed behind shingle barriers and are 
a feature of a geomorphologically dynamic 
system. Supports populations of Bittern, 
Marsh harrier and Little tern. Includes areas 
of shingle, vegetated shingle, reedbed, and 
wetland habitats as well as geological and 
geomorphological features. 

Public access/disturbance, 
water pollution, physical 
modification, changes in 
species distributions, 
fisheries (marine and 
estuarine).  
 

Dew’s Ponds  
 

Supports one of the largest known breeding 
populations of great crested newts in the 
UK. Rough, semi-improved grassland 
surrounds the ponds with some scrub and 
hedgerow habitat.  

None identified.  
 

Minsmere to 
Walberswick 
Heaths and 
Marshes SAC and 
SPA  

Contains a complex mosaic of habitats, 
notably areas of marsh with dykes, extensive 
reedbeds, mudflats, lagoons, shingle, 
woodland and areas of lowland heath. It 
supports the largest continuous stand of 
Common Reed Phragmites australis in 
England and Wales and demonstrates the 
nationally rare transition in grazing marsh 
ditch plants from brackish to fresh water. 
The reedbeds are of major importance for 
breeding Bittern Botaurus stellaris and 
Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus. The 
shingle beaches support breeding Little Tern 
Sterna albifrons. The site is also important 
for wintering Bitterns and raptors. The SAC 
features are heathland, vegetated annual 
and perennial shingle habitats. 

Coastal squeeze, public 
access/disturbance, changes 
in species distributions, 
invasive species, 
inappropriate pest control, 
air pollution, water 
pollution, deer, fisheries 
(commercial marine and 
estuarine)  
 

Southern North Sea 
SAC 

The Southern North Sea SAC has been 
identified as an area of importance for 
harbour porpoise. This site falls off the east 
coast of England and includes key winter and 
summer habitat for this species.  

None identified.  
 

https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4884745984933888
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4884745984933888
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4884745984933888
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4884745984933888
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4884745984933888
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4884745984933888
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4812476415737856
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4812476415737856
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4812476415737856
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4812476415737856
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4812476415737856
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5991904097337344
https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0012809
https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0012809
https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0012809
https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0012809
https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0012809
https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0030395
https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0030395
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Staverton Park and 
The Thicks, 
Wantisden SAC 
 

Composed of three main areas of woodland 
on sandy soil. The Park is an open canopy 
wood pasture, predominantly of over-
mature pollard Oak Quercus robur but Holly 
Ilex aquifolium, Birch Betula pubescens and 
B. pendula and Rowan Sorbus aucuparia also 
occur. Below the canopy, there are dense 
stands of Bracken Pteridium aquilinum, 
patches of Bramble Rubus spp., Honeysuckle 
Lonicera periclymenum and grassy glades 
Holcus mollis and Dactylis glomerata. There 
are also small areas of acid grassland with 
some heathland elements. The Thicks is an 
area of dense, closed canopy Holly wood. 
Mature oaks also occur. Little Staverton is a 
small outlying oak-birch woodland. The site 
has rich corticolous and lignicolous lichen 
flora and a large invertebrate fauna. 

Woodland management, 
disease, atmospheric 
pollution. 

Deben Estuary SPA 
(also Ramsar site) 

The saltmarsh and intertidal mudflats that 
occupy the majority of the site display the 
most complete range of saltmarsh 
community types in Suffolk. The estuary 
holds a range of swamp communities that 
fringe the estuary and occasionally form 
larger stands. In general, these are 
dominated by Common Reed Phragmites 
australis. The estuary is of importance for its 
wintering waterbirds, especially Avocet 
Recurvirostra avosetta. 

Coastal squeeze, 
disturbance to birds, water 
and air pollution. 

Outer Thames 
Estuary SPA 

Designated to protect the red-throated diver 
Gavia stellata population and its supporting 
habitats. The main part of the site is the 
outer part of the estuary (east of a line north 
from Sheerness, Kent to Shoebury Ness, 
Essex); a separate area extending south 
along the coast of E Norfolk (from Caister-
on-Sea) to Woodbridge, Suffolk. 

Not identified in Suffolk 
Coastal Final Draft Local Plan 
HRA. SIP identifies fisheries.  

Sandlings SPA Notified for populations of woodlark and 
nightjar. Made up of lowland heathland, acid 
grassland and forestry plantations on sandy 
soils which once supported extensive 
heathland; the main conservation interest of 
which lies in the open areas such as young 
plantation and rotational clearfell which 
provide suitable breeding habitat 

Changes in species 
distributions, inappropriate 
scrub control, deer, air 
pollution, public 
access/disturbance. 

Stour and Orwell 
Estuaries 
(also Ramsar site) 

Include extensive mudflats, low cliffs, 
saltmarsh and small areas of vegetated 
shingle on the lower reaches. Also includes 
areas of low-lying grazing marsh. In summer, 
the site supports important numbers of 

Coastal squeeze, 
disturbance to birds, air 
pollution and new 
development. 

https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6129787152105472
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6129787152105472
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6129787152105472
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4751452748644352
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4751452748644352
file:///D:/lmundy/Downloads/SIP150518FINALv1.0%20Outer%20Thames%20Estuary.pdf
file:///D:/lmundy/Downloads/SIP150518FINALv1.0%20Outer%20Thames%20Estuary.pdf
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6099001564725248
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5591184856580096
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5591184856580096
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5591184856580096
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breeding Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta. In 
winter it holds major concentrations of 
waterbirds, especially geese, ducks and 
waders. 

 
4.6  The following sites are located outside of East Suffolk but are within 20km of its 
boundary:  

• Haisborough, Hammond and Winterton SAC a series of sandbanks off the northeast 
coast of Norfolk 

• Norfolk Valley Fens SAC Comprises a series of valley-head spring-fed fens. 
• The Broads SAC, Broadland SPA One of the most extensive remaining areas of fen habitat 

in Europe. 
• Winterton - Horsey Dunes SAC, Great Yarmouth North Denes SPA One of the UK's most 

important breeding colonies of little tern. SAC is a large acidic dune system with 
associated areas of grazing marsh, dune slacks, dune heath, dune grassland and downy 
birch dominated woodland with oaks. 

• Breydon Water SPA (also Ramsar Site) Inland tidal estuary with extensive areas of mud 
flats that are exposed during low tide forming the only intertidal flats occurring on the 
east coast of Norfolk. 

 
4.7  In recognition of the significance of these internationally designated Habitat Sites, 
East Suffolk Council have been working for a number of years in partnership with Ipswich 
Borough Council, Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils to deliver the Suffolk Coast 
Recreation Disturbance Avoidance and Mitigation Strategy (‘RAMS’)7. Its aim is to mitigate 
and avoid the impact of increased levels of recreational use of Habitats sites, resulting from 
new residential development in the area. The approach is underpinned by policies in both 
existing Local Plans. More information on this project is available via the Wildlife Wise 
website (Wildlife Wise is the public facing brand of the Suffolk Coast RAMS).  
 
National designations 
4.8  Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) are of national importance and protected 
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). These protect the UK’s most 
important wildlife, habitats, and geological features.  
 
4.9  Within Suffolk there are 149 SSSIs which cover 8% of the county, this equates to 
31,326ha. Of those, 69 are within East Suffolk. As shown on figure 2 there is higher 
concentration of SSSIs in East Suffolk than in the neighbouring Local Planning Authorities, 
with a particular concentration around the coastal area.  
 
Figure 2: SSSIs, National Nature Reserves, and Local Nature Reserves 8 

 
7 https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-
04/Suffolk%20Coast%20Recreation%20Disturbance%20Avoidance%20and%20Mitigation%20Strategy.pdf 
8 Home | Suffolk Biodiversity Information Service 

https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0030369
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6261291761008640
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5444118129934336
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6708502814785536
file:///D:/lmundy/Downloads/Breydon%20Water%20SIP%20v2.pdf
https://wildlifewise.co.uk/
https://www.suffolkbis.org.uk/
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4.10  National Nature Reserves (NNRs) are a selection of the most significant SSSIs, 
established to conserve key habitats, species, and geology, and to support scientific research, 
education, and public understanding of the natural environment. There are a total of four 
NNRs in East Suffolk9: 
 

• Benacre is on the coast. It includes the reedbeds and lagoons of Benacre, 
Covehithe and Easton Broads, together with the woodlands and heathlands on 
the higher ground between them.  
Main habitats: coastal, woodland, peatland 
Area: 393 hectares 
 

• Orfordness-Havergate lies just south of Aldeburgh on the coast. The site is a large 
shingle spit separated from the mainland by the River Alde. Public access is 
limited to pre-arranged access from the National Trust or RSPB  
Main habitats: coastal 
Area: 909.1 hectares 
 

• Suffolk Coast is made up of 3 reserves: Walberswick, Hen Reedbed and Dingle 
Marshes. The reserve has a rich beach flora, while the wetlands are home to 
marsh sow thistle, bog pimpernel, sneezewort, lousewort, bogbean, frog-bit and 

 
9 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/suffolks-national-nature-reserves 
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greater bladderwort. The heaths are rich in acid-loving species, which include 
fenugreek, subterranean and suffocated clovers and mossy stonecrop. 
Resident wildlife includes otters and 5 species of deer, and natterjack toads have 
been re-introduced to the area. Over 280 bird species have been recorded 
including bitterns, marsh harriers, bearded reedlings, woodlarks and nightjars. 
Main habitats: coastal 
 

• Westleton Heath is part of the best remaining tract of heathland in Suffolk. In 
medieval times a large area of heath known as the Sandlings (on account of its 
dry sandy soils) stretched along the Suffolk coast. Birds of open heath and light 
scrub are well represented here and include tree pipit, dartford warbler, 
stonechat and nightjar. The woodlands support nightingale and woodcock. The 
local flora is typical of acid soil, with species such as harebell, tormentil, heath 
bedstraw and mossy tiliea on the grass heath. Cross-leaved heath may also be 
found in the damper areas. Of the heather species, common heather and ling 
predominate, and these, together with deep purple bell heather, provide an 
important nectar source for invertebrates such as the white admiral butterfly. 
Main habitats: lowland heath 

 
4.11  Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) are designated to conserve locally significant natural 
habitats, species, and geological features. They provide accessible green spaces for 
community enjoyment, education, and engagement, while also serving as valuable sites for 
local ecological research and conservation efforts. There are 7 LNRs in East Suffolk: 
 

• Gunton Warren and Corton Woods 

• Gunton Wood 

• The Haven, Aldeburgh 

• Landguard Common 

• Leathes Ham 

• Mill Stream 

• Sandlings 
 
Local designations 
4.12  East Suffolk also contains sites of local importance including County Wildlife Sites 
(CWSs), and County Geodiversity Sites (CGSs).  
 
4.13  County Wildlife Sites (CWS) designation is non-statutory but is a recognition of a 
site's importance for wildlife. Many CWSs are of regional or national importance because of 
their unique natural heritage and endangered species. Sites vary in size from small meadows, 
green lanes, dykes, and hedges to much larger areas of ancient woodland, heathland, 
commons, and marshes. In Suffolk, there are over 950 CWSs covering approximately 11,000 
ha (almost 3% of the county), 346 of these are in East Suffolk. Figure 3 shows the spread of 
CWSs across Suffolk. 
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Figure 3: CWSs across Suffolk 10

 
 
4.14  Places of geological interest in Suffolk are designated as County GeoSites – non-
statutory designations that highlight their local importance for understanding the county’s 
landscape and geology. Further information on County GeoSites in Suffolk is available on 
the GeoSuffolk website11. 
 
Trees  
4.15  Arboriculture is the art of cultivating and properly managing trees. The arboricultural 
capital of East Suffolk includes approximately 500 Tree Preservation Orders which includes 
the protection of individual trees, groups of trees, areas of tree cover and woodlands. Trees 
are also afforded protection under the Conservation Area legislation. 
 
4.16  Ancient woodland takes hundreds of years to establish. It is considered important for 
its wildlife (often including rare and threatened species), and soils. Ancient woodland 
includes land that has been wooded continuously since at least 1600 AD. This means the 
following is included under its designation:  
 

• Ancient semi-natural woodland mainly made up of trees and shrubs native to the 
site, usually arising from natural regeneration; and  

 
10 https://www.suffolkbis.org.uk/ 
11 https://geosuffolk.co.uk/index.php/geology-and-sites 

 

https://www.suffolkbis.org.uk/
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• Plantations on ancient woodland sites - replanted with conifer and broadleaved 
trees that retain ancient woodland features, such as undisturbed soil, ground 
flora and fungi. 

 
4.17  The Suffolk Biodiversity Information Service holds the Ancient Woodland Inventory 
for Suffolk12. 
 
4.18  An ancient tree has entered the final, chapter of its life. For its species, it will have a 
trunk of monumental girth. Its crown may be reduced, retreating back towards the core, and 
its heartwood may have decayed to form a hollow trunk. A veteran tree, by contrast, is a 
specimen of great character, though it may not yet be truly ancient. The Woodland Trust 
holds an inventory of ancient, veteran and notable trees13. 
 
Species and Habitats 
4.19  Many species and habitats which are legally protected or of significant conservation 
importance are also found outside of designated nature conservation sites. In East Suffolk 
these include at least 12 species of bat, populations of water vole and great crested newt 
which at a county scale are of at least regional importance, four species of reptile, areas of 
lowland heathland and coastal shingle vegetation. 
 
4.20  Suffolk authorities have worked with Suffolk County Council to produce the Suffolk 

Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS)14. This identifies priority locations where actions to 

restore and enhance biodiversity could have the greatest impact. This includes areas of 

particular importance for biodiversity (APIB) and areas that could become of particular 

importance for biodiversity (ACB). Local Authorities have a duty of all planning authorities to 

'have regard to' Local Nature Recovery Strategies in preparing Local Plans.  

4.21  The Suffolk LNRS identifies 21 key species representing Suffolk's most pressing 
conservation needs. These include mammals, reptiles and amphibians, fish, lichens and 
fungi, vascular and non-vascular plants, invertebrates and birds. The 21 key species for 
Suffolk are:  
 

• Bark sulphur firedot  

• Basil-thyme case-bearer  

• Crested cow-wheat  

• Dwarf eelgrass  

• Eurasian curlew  

• European eel  

• Fen raft spider  

• Hazel dormouse  

• Kittiwake  

 
12 https://www.suffolkbis.org.uk/awi 
13 https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/tree-
search/?v=3039112&ml=map&z=10.443550998688885&nwLat=52.14992246997352&nwLng=0.934045446975
7731&seLat=52.00469569948561&seLng=1.7055416307923679  
14 http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/local-nature-recovery-strategy-lnrs  

https://www.suffolkbis.org.uk/awi
https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/tree-search/?v=3039112&ml=map&z=10.443550998688885&nwLat=52.14992246997352&nwLng=0.9340454469757731&seLat=52.00469569948561&seLng=1.7055416307923679
https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/tree-search/?v=3039112&ml=map&z=10.443550998688885&nwLat=52.14992246997352&nwLng=0.9340454469757731&seLat=52.00469569948561&seLng=1.7055416307923679
https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/tree-search/?v=3039112&ml=map&z=10.443550998688885&nwLat=52.14992246997352&nwLng=0.9340454469757731&seLat=52.00469569948561&seLng=1.7055416307923679
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/local-nature-recovery-strategy-lnrs
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• Lapwing  

• Little whirlpool ramshorn snail  

• Narrow-mouthed whorl snail  

• Orange-fruited elm lichen  

• Rossers sac spider  

• Scarce vapourer  

• Serotine bat  

• Starlet sea anemone  

• Suffolk lungwort  

• Tassel stonewort  

• Water vole  

• White-clawed crayfish 
 
4.22  The LNRS also identifies a number of priority habitats across Suffolk with potential to 
deliver key wider environmental benefits, a number of which are present in East Suffolk: 

• Mixed Deciduous Woodland 

• Wet Woodland 

• Wood Pasture and Parkland 

• Scrub 

• Habitats in Farmed Landscapes 

• Traditional Orchards 

• Habitats in Urban, Built and Garden Environments 

• Heathland and Acid Grassland 

• Neutral and Calcareous Grassland 

• Wet Grassland 

• Rivers and Streams 

• Still Water Habitats 

• Fen Habitats 

• Reedbeds 

• Coastal Saltmarsh and Intertidal Mudflats 

• Coastal Sand Dunes 

• Coastal Vegetated Shingle 

• Maritime Cliffs and Slopes 

• Saline Lagoons 

Likely Evolution of the Baseline without the Local Plan  

4.23  Formally designated habitat sites (internationally, nationally and locally designated) 
sites are unlikely to be significantly impacted by a lack of up-to-date Local Plan as they would 
continue to be protected through other policy requirements. However, an increase in 
unplanned development could risk undermining the consideration of the cumulative impacts 
of development (in particular housing) across the district. Furthermore, a lack of robust local 
policy support for the RAMs strategy could undermine the delivery of timely measures to 
mitigate for development impacts. This could risk a slow eroding of interest features on sites, 
particularly as the result of increased recreational pressures.   
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4.24  The implementation of Biodiversity Net Gain requirements will continue through 
mandatory national policy requirements. However opportunities to address any site-specific 
measures (as part of a site allocation policies) would be lost.  
 
4.25  Without an up-to-date Local Plan, the opportunity to embed the Suffolk Local Nature 
Recovery Strategy priorities into policies and site allocations will be lost. This would 
undermine the requirement for Local Authorities to ‘take account of’ the LNRS in plan 
making. 
 
4.26  Ancient woodland and other forms of irreplaceable habitat will continue to be 
protected at a national level by the National Planning Policy Framework. 
 

Population (including housing and employment) 
4.27  This topic covers population, deprivation and housing including affordable housing, 
housing mix (size, type and tenure), and specialist housing. 
 

Current Baseline 
Population Growth 
4.28  The population of East Suffolk has been steadily growing over the last 10 years, and 
as of 2024 stands at 251,118 people. This is an increase of 11,928 (just under 5 %) from the 
2011 figure of 239,19015. 
 
4.29  The population of East Suffolk is ageing. In 2024, 28.81% of the population were aged 
over 65 and 15.92% are under 16. This has changed from 23.27% aged over 65 and 18.01% 
under 16 in 2011. The average age in East Suffolk in 2024 is 50.7 as compared to an English 
average age of 40.216. 
 
Figure 4: Average age in East Suffolk compared to Suffolk and England, 2014 and 202417 
 

 
 

 
15https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMGFiZDZjOTYtMmY4Zi00NzVhLWI1OWYtYmY2ZjRlNTFjZmVmIiwidCI
6IjU0Nzg1YzA4LTc1ZmEtNGZhYi05ZDNkLTg1OThiZjYzNDcxMyJ9&pageName=a6f36c77eb00c60e0503 
16https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMGFiZDZjOTYtMmY4Zi00NzVhLWI1OWYtYmY2ZjRlNTFjZmVmIiwidCI
6IjU0Nzg1YzA4LTc1ZmEtNGZhYi05ZDNkLTg1OThiZjYzNDcxMyJ9&pageName=a6f36c77eb00c60e0503  
17 www.ons.gov.uk  

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMGFiZDZjOTYtMmY4Zi00NzVhLWI1OWYtYmY2ZjRlNTFjZmVmIiwidCI6IjU0Nzg1YzA4LTc1ZmEtNGZhYi05ZDNkLTg1OThiZjYzNDcxMyJ9&pageName=a6f36c77eb00c60e0503
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMGFiZDZjOTYtMmY4Zi00NzVhLWI1OWYtYmY2ZjRlNTFjZmVmIiwidCI6IjU0Nzg1YzA4LTc1ZmEtNGZhYi05ZDNkLTg1OThiZjYzNDcxMyJ9&pageName=a6f36c77eb00c60e0503
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMGFiZDZjOTYtMmY4Zi00NzVhLWI1OWYtYmY2ZjRlNTFjZmVmIiwidCI6IjU0Nzg1YzA4LTc1ZmEtNGZhYi05ZDNkLTg1OThiZjYzNDcxMyJ9&pageName=a6f36c77eb00c60e0503
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMGFiZDZjOTYtMmY4Zi00NzVhLWI1OWYtYmY2ZjRlNTFjZmVmIiwidCI6IjU0Nzg1YzA4LTc1ZmEtNGZhYi05ZDNkLTg1OThiZjYzNDcxMyJ9&pageName=a6f36c77eb00c60e0503
http://www.ons.gov.uk/
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4.30  By the end of the Local Plan period in 2045, the population of East Suffolk is 
anticipated to increase to 275,02718. With the number of residents aged 65+ increasing to 
35.46% and the number under the age of 18 dropping to just 13.71% of the population.  
 
Figure 5: Population age groups in 2024 and 204519 
 

 
 

Households 
4.31  The majority of East Suffolk households (71%) are made up of 1 or 2 person 
households.  
 
Figure 6: East Suffolk Household Size, 202120 
 

 
:  

 
 
 

 
18https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMGFiZDZjOTYtMmY4Zi00NzVhLWI1OWYtYmY2ZjRlNTFjZmVmIiwidCI
6IjU0Nzg1YzA4LTc1ZmEtNGZhYi05ZDNkLTg1OThiZjYzNDcxMyJ9&pageName=a6f36c77eb00c60e0503  
19 www.ons.gov.uk  
20 www.ons.gov.uk, census 2021 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMGFiZDZjOTYtMmY4Zi00NzVhLWI1OWYtYmY2ZjRlNTFjZmVmIiwidCI6IjU0Nzg1YzA4LTc1ZmEtNGZhYi05ZDNkLTg1OThiZjYzNDcxMyJ9&pageName=a6f36c77eb00c60e0503
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMGFiZDZjOTYtMmY4Zi00NzVhLWI1OWYtYmY2ZjRlNTFjZmVmIiwidCI6IjU0Nzg1YzA4LTc1ZmEtNGZhYi05ZDNkLTg1OThiZjYzNDcxMyJ9&pageName=a6f36c77eb00c60e0503
http://www.ons.gov.uk/
http://www.ons.gov.uk/
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Families with adult children living at home 
4.32  The percentage of families with adult children living at home increased by 12.1% 

between 2011 and 2021 with 19.5% of families (14,545 families) having at least 1 adult child 

in the home21. This refers to a person aged over 18 years who is living with their parent(s) 

and does not have a spouse, partner or child living with them. It also includes anyone aged 

16 to 18 years who is not in full-time education and does not have a spouse, child or partner 

living with them.   

Figure 7: Map showing percentage of families with adult children by local authority, 202122 

 
 

 
Population density 
4.33  The most densely populated wards in East Suffolk are found in and around Lowestoft 

in the north of the district, the edge of Ipswich and Felixstowe in the south and 

Saxmundham in the centre. Overall, however East Suffolk remains less densely populated 

than the rest of the country.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
21https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/arti
cles/moreadultslivingwiththeirparents/2023-05-10 
22 www.ons.gov.uk, census 2021 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/articles/moreadultslivingwiththeirparents/2023-05-10
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/articles/moreadultslivingwiththeirparents/2023-05-10
http://www.ons.gov.uk/
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Figure 8: Most densely populated ward in East Suffolk, 2021 23 

 
 

Figure 9: Least densely populated ward in East Suffolk, 202124 

 

 

4.34  Overall, however East Suffolk remains less densely populated than the rest of the 

country.  

 

 

 

 

 
23 www.ons.gov.uk, census 2021 
24 www.ons.gov.uk, census 2021 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/
http://www.ons.gov.uk/
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Figure 10: Population density in East Suffolk compared to Suffolk and England, 202125 

 
 

 

Deprivation 
4.35  In East Suffolk, on average 11.2% of the population was income-deprived in 2019. But 
there is a significant disparity in income deprivation across the district. In the least 
deprived neighbourhood, 1.2% of people are estimated to be income deprived. In the most 
deprived neighbourhood, 48.6% of people are estimated to be income deprived. The gap 
between these two (called internal disparity) is 47.4 percentage points which puts it 21st in 
the list of local authorities with the largest deprivation gap between neighbourhoods26.  
4.36  The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD)27 is the official measure of relative 
deprivation in England for small areas called Lower-layer Super Output Areas. The IMD 
scores and ranks areas based on factors such as employment, health, income and education.  
4.37  There is a diversity of IMD rankings across East Suffolk with a number of areas in and 
around Lowestoft, scoring poorly against these measures (putting them in the bottom 10% of 
the deprivation index) whilst some areas elsewhere in the district have relatively low levels 
of deprivation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
25 www.ons.gov.uk, census 2021 
26 https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/dvc1371/#/E07000244 
27 https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/english-indices-of-deprivation 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/dvc1371/#/E07000244
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/english-indices-of-deprivation
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Figure 11: Index of Multiple Deprivation for England, 202528 
 

  

 
Housing 
4.38  The delivery of new housing is a key driver of Local Plans.  
 
4.39  The National Planning Policy Framework requires local planning authorities to set out 
the overall need for new housing, including the size, type and tenure of housing needed for 
different groups in the community. This includes those who require affordable housing; 
families with children; looked after children; older people; students; people with disabilities; 
service families; travellers; people who rent their homes and people wishing to build their 
own homes.  
 
Current housing stock 
4.40  As of 2025 East Suffolk contains 122,810 homes. This is made up of mostly detached 
houses, but with a higher proportion of bungalows than the national average. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
28 https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/english-indices-of-deprivation 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/english-indices-of-deprivation
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Figure 12: Dwelling counts by type, 202429 

 

4.41  68.9% of households in East Suffolk own their own homes (either outright or with a 

mortgage or loan).  

 

Figure 13: Ownership and tenancy by type in East Suffolk, 202130 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
29 www.suffolkobservatory.info 
30 www.suffolkobservatory.info  

http://www.suffolkobservatory.info/
http://www.suffolkobservatory.info/
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Housing delivery 
4.42  Across East Suffolk, on average 795 new homes have been built per year (1 April 2020 
to 31 March 2025).  
 
Figure 14: Location of new homes in East Suffolk built between 1 April 2020 and 31 March 
2025. A darker shade indicates a higher number of net completions.31 
 

 
Source: East Suffolk monitoring 

 

Figure 15: Housing completions in East Suffolk, by year 2020/21- 202432 
 

 
 

4.43  As of 31 March 2025, 7,313 homes have planning permission with 1,268 under 
construction, in addition there are a number of sites allocated in the current local plans 

 
31 https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/dd0b8df0b000467bb958248e2c2762fc 
32 https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/dd0b8df0b000467bb958248e2c2762fc 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/dd0b8df0b000467bb958248e2c2762fc
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/dd0b8df0b000467bb958248e2c2762fc
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which are yet to be delivered. In total 16,197 new homes are still to be built on sites with 
planning permission or land allocated for development.  
 
4.44  Figure 16 shows the number of homes still to be built on sites with planning 
permission or land allocated for future development in Local Plans or Neighbourhood Plans. 
This data is taken from the Housing Land Supply33 as at 31 March 2025. Please note the map 
and figures do not include bed spaces in care homes.  
 
Figure 16: Homes still to be built on sites with planning permission or allocated for future 
development in Local Plans or Neighbourhood Plans34 
 

 
Source: East Suffolk monitoring 

 
Custom and self-build housing 
4.45  East Suffolk Council keeps a register of people interested in self-build and custom 
build homes35, and demand for these types of plots is significant and continues to grow. 
There are currently 640 individuals on the register and 5 groups. 
 
Gypsy and Traveller accommodation 
4.46 The current Local Plans support the provision of 22 new pitches for Gypsies and 
Travellers and two new pitches for Travelling Showpeople. As at 31 March 2025, four 
additional pitches have been permitted and completed (in 2018).  
 
4.47  As at 31st March 2025 there are no planning permissions for new pitches in East 
Suffolk.  

 
33 www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-local-plans/housing-land-supply  
34 https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/dd0b8df0b000467bb958248e2c2762fc 
35 https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-local-plans/planning-and-
building-control/self-0  

http://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-local-plans/housing-land-supply
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/dd0b8df0b000467bb958248e2c2762fc
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-local-plans/planning-and-building-control/self-0
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-local-plans/planning-and-building-control/self-0
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Specialist Housing 
4.48  Evidence produced to support the existing Suffolk Coastal and Waveney Local Plans 
identifies a significant need for specialist housing, and in particular care homes and nursing 
homes across East Suffolk. Under the existing local plans 198 additional care home 
bedrooms and 129 new spaces in extra care, sheltered or retirement homes have been 
completed in East Suffolk as at 31st March 2026. 
 
Affordable Housing 
4.49  Across East Suffolk 1,025 affordable homes have been built over the past five years, 
26% of all housing completions. 
 
 
Figure 17: Number of affordable homes built in East Suffolk 2020/21 – 2024/2536 

 
 
Affordability 
4.50  Many households in East Suffolk have good quality housing that meets their needs. 
However, in recent years housing has become less affordable for an increasing number of 
people. East Suffolk has a low proportion of social rented accommodation (8% registered 
providers and only 4% local authority-owned). Over recent years, approximately 4,000 
people on average at any one time had active applications for social housing in East Suffolk. 
During this time, total social rented and affordable rented lettings ranged between 805 - 981 
a year. In December 2024 the waiting time for a one-bedroom property was almost one year. 
Waiting time for a two-bedroom property was almost 14 months and for a three-bed 
property was more than three years.37 
 
4.51  The average house price in East Suffolk was £285,000 in March 2026, similar to the 
figure for March 2025. Across the East of England, there was also little change in the average 
house price over the same period. Private rents rose to an average of £832 in April 2026, an 
annual increase of 3.6% from £803 in April 2025. This was lower than the rise in the East of 
England (4.0%) over the year. Across the UK, the average rent price in April 2026 was £1,381, 

 
36 https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/dd0b8df0b000467bb958248e2c2762fc 
37 https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-
10/Homelessness%20and%20Rough%20Sleeping%20Strategy_0.pdf  

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/dd0b8df0b000467bb958248e2c2762fc
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-10/Homelessness%20and%20Rough%20Sleeping%20Strategy_0.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-10/Homelessness%20and%20Rough%20Sleeping%20Strategy_0.pdf
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which was up from £1,335 in April 2025. The average price paid by first-time buyers was 
£233,000 in March 202638. 
 
Homelessness 
4.52  The number of main homelessness duty acceptances has risen significantly – from 
101 in 2021/22 to 200 in 2023/24 – with around half of these households including children. 
 
4.53  The leading cause of homelessness amongst households owed a prevention duty has 
consistently been loss of private rented sector tenancy - making up just over half (52%) of 
this total in 2023/24. The next most common reason has been family and friends no longer 
being willing or able to accommodate, which rose from 15% to 21% of prevention duty cases 
between 2021/22 – 2023/24.  
 
4.54  On average there are two rough sleepers under the age of 25 each month in East 
Suffolk. The number of long-term rough sleepers has remained relatively stable in recent 
years, at around five individuals each month. However, East Suffolk has the second-highest 
monthly rate of rough sleeping in Suffolk, behind Ipswich. 39 
 
Economy and employment  
Employment 
4.55  In recent years East Suffolk has seen an increase in the overall employment rate to 
84.5%. 
 
Figure 18: Employment rates in East Suffolk compared to Suffolk and England, 2015, 2020, 
202540 
 

 
 
 

 
38 https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/housingpriceslocal/E07000244/#house_price 
39 https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-
10/Homelessness%20and%20Rough%20Sleeping%20Strategy_0.pdf  
40https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzQzZDllMmQtZjQyMC00OGY0LTkxNTYtNGQzMWE3MWYwYjMwIi
widCI6IjU0Nzg1YzA4LTc1ZmEtNGZhYi05ZDNkLTg1OThiZjYzNDcxMyJ9&pageName=494d3e862b1b6bdcb00b 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/housingpriceslocal/E07000244/#house_price
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-10/Homelessness%20and%20Rough%20Sleeping%20Strategy_0.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-10/Homelessness%20and%20Rough%20Sleeping%20Strategy_0.pdf
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzQzZDllMmQtZjQyMC00OGY0LTkxNTYtNGQzMWE3MWYwYjMwIiwidCI6IjU0Nzg1YzA4LTc1ZmEtNGZhYi05ZDNkLTg1OThiZjYzNDcxMyJ9&pageName=494d3e862b1b6bdcb00b
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzQzZDllMmQtZjQyMC00OGY0LTkxNTYtNGQzMWE3MWYwYjMwIiwidCI6IjU0Nzg1YzA4LTc1ZmEtNGZhYi05ZDNkLTg1OThiZjYzNDcxMyJ9&pageName=494d3e862b1b6bdcb00b
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4.56  Residents of East Suffolk work in a variety of industries, but a higher proportion than 
nationally work in accommodation and food services, manufacturing, retail and transport 
and storage. 
 
Figure 19: East Suffolk employee and employment estimates by industry, 202441 

 
 
 
4.57  Despite the increase in the overall employment there was a significant increase in the 
retired residents who are not economically active in the period 2011 to 2021. 
 
New employment land 
4.58  The existing Local Plans identify a need for approximately 54.7 hectares of new 

employment land to 31 March 2036. They allocate 92.61 hectares to meet and exceed the 

identified need.  

4.59  The existing Local Plans and Neighbourhood Plans include 17 allocations for new 

employment land development. 

Businesses and industry  
4.60  There are over 9,500 businesses within East Suffolk and the majority of these are 
small (fewer than 10 employees). Alongside micro/small businesses, there are a number of 
firms that have grown to at least medium size. These act as anchors for their local 
communities, support local supply chains and represent opportunities for sustainable growth 

 
41https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzQzZDllMmQtZjQyMC00OGY0LTkxNTYtNGQzMWE3MWYwYjMwIi
widCI6IjU0Nzg1YzA4LTc1ZmEtNGZhYi05ZDNkLTg1OThiZjYzNDcxMyJ9&pageName=494d3e862b1b6bdcb00b 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzQzZDllMmQtZjQyMC00OGY0LTkxNTYtNGQzMWE3MWYwYjMwIiwidCI6IjU0Nzg1YzA4LTc1ZmEtNGZhYi05ZDNkLTg1OThiZjYzNDcxMyJ9&pageName=494d3e862b1b6bdcb00b
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMzQzZDllMmQtZjQyMC00OGY0LTkxNTYtNGQzMWE3MWYwYjMwIiwidCI6IjU0Nzg1YzA4LTc1ZmEtNGZhYi05ZDNkLTg1OThiZjYzNDcxMyJ9&pageName=494d3e862b1b6bdcb00b
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which can result in creation of employment opportunities for residents. The district also 
contains a number of significant important economic assets and employers. These include 
The Port of Felixstowe (the UK’s busiest container port), Adastral Park (BT’s Global Research 
and Development Headquarters), CEFAS (The Centre for Environment, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Science, an executive agency of the Department for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs), The Port of Lowestoft (a key location for the offshore clean energy industry), 
The East Anglia Array (including East Anglia ONE), Sizewell (including the proposed Sizewell 
C, Europe’s largest infrastructure project).42 
 

Likely Evolution of the Baseline without the Local Plan  

4.61  Without an up-to-date Local Plan there would be very limited scope to plan to meet 
the needs of a growing population. In particular, without a Local Plan, development is less 
likely to contribute to the delivery of affordable or specialist housing and may exacerbate the 
existing trend of shortfalls in delivery against need in the previous years.  
 
4.62  As East Suffolk’s population grows, pressure on local services (health, education etc) 
will increase and existing infrastructure may struggle to meet rising demand. To ensure 
sustainable growth, investment in upgrading and expanding essential services must 
accompany new housing developments. This is less likely to happen through unplanned 
development. 
 
4.63  In the absence of the Local Plan, unplanned developments may exacerbate 
deprivation in some areas, particularly where access to services and facilities is already 
limited. 
 
4.64 Without an up-to-date Local Plan housing growth is less likely to be integrated with 
employment growth. A new Local Plan provides an opportunity to address these issues 
through the overall spatial strategy and through targeted requirements within site allocation 
policies. 
 

Human Health 
4.65 This topic focuses on health, wellbeing, and safety including healthcare access, health 
inequalities, road safety, and crime.  

Current Baseline 

Health 
4.66  Life expectancy for men in East Suffolk for the period between 2022 and 2024 was 
80.6 years. Females had a slightly higher life expectancy at birth of 83.8 years. This is broadly 
in line with national and regional averages. 
 
 
 
 

 
42 East-Suffolk-Economic-Strategy.pdf 

https://eastsuffolkmeansbusiness.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/East-Suffolk-Economic-Strategy.pdf
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Figure 20: East Suffolk life expectancy at birth 2022-2443 
 

 
 
4.67  However, there are significant life expectancy inequalities between wards of the 
district: at the point of the Census 2011, a male born and living in Kirkley could expect to live 
to 73.9 years of age, whilst a male born and living in Otley could expect to live to 85.3 years 
of age. Similar gaps are seen in female life expectancy.44 
 
4.68 Data from the 2021 Census provides information about self-reported health of usual 
residents. It is a person's assessment of the general state of their health from very good to 
very bad. This assessment is not based on a person's health over any specified period of 
time. In East Suffolk, 79.3 % of the usual residents reported ‘very good’ or ‘good’ health. This 
is slightly lower than the averages for England, where 82.2 % of residents reported ‘very 
good’ or ‘good’ health and Suffolk where 81.4 % of residents reported ‘very good’ or ‘good’ 
health45. 
 
4.69 The number of usual residents of East Suffolk who are considered to be disabled 
under the Equality Act is 20.7%. This is higher than the average for England, where 17.3% of 
residents46 are considered to be disabled.  
 
4.70  Data from the 2021 Census provides information about the provision of unpaid care. 
A carer is anyone, including children and adults, who looks after a family member, partner or 
friend who needs help because of their illness, frailty, disability, a mental health problem or 
an addiction and cannot cope without their support. The care they give is unpaid. Unpaid 
carers who provide high levels of care for sick, or disabled relatives and friends, are more 

 
43 Microsoft Power BI 
44https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandlifeexpectancies/art
icles/healthstatelifeexpectancyby2011censuswardsenglandandwales/2009to2013 
45 https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/health-and-social-care/reports/#/view-
report/91ad73323d364d38a6fce67630a878bd/E07000244/G2  
46 https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/health-and-social-care/reports/#/view-
report/91ad73323d364d38a6fce67630a878bd/E07000244/G2 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMGFiZDZjOTYtMmY4Zi00NzVhLWI1OWYtYmY2ZjRlNTFjZmVmIiwidCI6IjU0Nzg1YzA4LTc1ZmEtNGZhYi05ZDNkLTg1OThiZjYzNDcxMyJ9&pageName=a6f36c77eb00c60e0503
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandlifeexpectancies/articles/healthstatelifeexpectancyby2011censuswardsenglandandwales/2009to2013
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandlifeexpectancies/articles/healthstatelifeexpectancyby2011censuswardsenglandandwales/2009to2013
https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/health-and-social-care/reports/#/view-report/91ad73323d364d38a6fce67630a878bd/E07000244/G2
https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/health-and-social-care/reports/#/view-report/91ad73323d364d38a6fce67630a878bd/E07000244/G2
https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/health-and-social-care/reports/#/view-report/91ad73323d364d38a6fce67630a878bd/E07000244/G2
https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/health-and-social-care/reports/#/view-report/91ad73323d364d38a6fce67630a878bd/E07000244/G2
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than twice as likely to suffer from poor health compared to people without caring 
responsibilities. Overall, in East Suffolk 10 % of usual residents provide some level of unpaid 
care this is slightly higher the equivalent figure for East Suffolk which is 8.8 %. 3.1 % of the 
usual residents of East Suffolk provide 50 or more hours of unpaid care a week, again this is 
higher than the England average 2.6 %.47 
 
Mental Health 
4.71 Data for the whole of Suffolk suggests that 13.2 % of the adult population are 
reporting depression and over 100,000 residents experienced a common mental ill health 
condition in 2020. Data also suggests that people living in more deprived areas are more 
likely to experience severe mental illnesses.48 
 
4.72 The dementia diagnosis rate represents the proportion of people aged 65 and over 
with a recorded dementia diagnosis relative to the estimated number of people with 
dementia. For East Suffolk there is an estimated 4809 residents aged 65 and over who are 
estimated to have dementia, which is a diagnosis rate of 57 %, lower than the England 
diagnosis rate of 65.6%, but slightly higher than the Suffolk average 56.5 %.  
 
Healthcare Facilities 
4.73 East Suffolk is covered by two Integrated Care Board areas- Ipswich and East Suffolk, 
and Norfolk and Waveney. In Ipswich and East Suffolk there are 1805 patients per GP (all 
GPs), and in Norfolk and Waveney there are 1630 patients per GP (all GPs) as at March 2026. 
The average across England is 1634 for the same period is.  
 
4.74 Many local residents have reported finding it difficult to get a GP appointment. This is 
likely exacerbated by the ageing population in district which puts additional pressure on 
healthcare infrastructure. The rural nature of the district also makes the provision of easily 
accessible local services more challenging. 
 
Road Safety 
4.75 The Department for Transport provides information on the number and nature of 
casualties sustained as a result of road traffic accidents reported in Great Britain’s roads, 
with the latest available data coming from 2024. 
 
Table 2: Number and rates of reported road collisions, Suffolk 10 years up to 202449 
 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

All 
collisions, 
Suffolk  

1486 1586 1573 1463 1362 995 1065 1163 930 1141 

 

 
47 https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/health-and-social-care/reports/#/view-
report/91ad73323d364d38a6fce67630a878bd/E07000244/G2 
48 Suffolk Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2022-2027 
49 Road safety statistics: data tables - GOV.UK 

https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/health-and-social-care/reports/#/view-report/91ad73323d364d38a6fce67630a878bd/E07000244/G2
https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/health-and-social-care/reports/#/view-report/91ad73323d364d38a6fce67630a878bd/E07000244/G2
https://westsuffolk.inconsult.uk/gf2.ti/-/1596610/206900677.1/PDF/-/Suffolk%20Health%20and%20Wellbeing%20Strategy%202022-2027.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/road-safety-statistics-data-tables#all-collision-casualty-and-vehicle-tables
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4.76 For 5 years between 2015 and 2020 there was a steady downward trend in reported 
road collisions in Suffolk. However, the most recent four years of data shows less consistent 
reduction with some years reporting over 1000 collisions in that year. Overall, over the last 
10 years the overall downward is likely due to a number of factors such road improvements, 
safer vehicles and improvement awareness and enforcement road safety and traffic laws.  
 
Crime 
4.77 East Suffolk has relatively low levels of crime compared to other parts of England. 
However, for those that experience crime can have an extremely negative impact on physical 
and emotional health and wellbeing.  
 
4.78 Generally crime rates in East Suffolk remain steadily and slight below the crime rate 
for Suffolk as a whole. According to Home Office data and 2021 ONS population data, the 
total crime rate of East Suffolk is 51.1 per 1,000 residents (April 2025- 2026). 
 
Figure 21: All crime East Suffolk compared to Suffolk- 12-month rolling rates50 
 

 
 

Likely Evolution of the Baseline without the Local Plan  

4.79 As the East Suffolk’s population grows, pressure on local services will increase, 
highlighting the need to retain existing provision and deliver new or upgraded infrastructure 
as part of future development. In the absence of the Local Plan, unplanned developments 
may exacerbate deprivation in some areas, particularly where access to services and facilities 
is already limited. An ageing population is likely to continue to strain healthcare services and 
health inequalities may persist or get worse.  
 
4.80 New development will likely increase road traffic volumes, raising accident risks, 
particularly for pedestrians and cyclists. Strategic improvements to active travel 
infrastructure and sustainable travel provision are less likely to come forward in the absence 
of an up-to-date Local Plan 
 

 
50 https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/crime-and-community-
safety/reports/?utm_source=chatgpt.com#/view-
report/22962107751c459790f16e696e5218e4/E07000244/G2  

https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/crime-and-community-safety/reports/?utm_source=chatgpt.com#/view-report/22962107751c459790f16e696e5218e4/E07000244/G2
https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/crime-and-community-safety/reports/?utm_source=chatgpt.com#/view-report/22962107751c459790f16e696e5218e4/E07000244/G2
https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/crime-and-community-safety/reports/?utm_source=chatgpt.com#/view-report/22962107751c459790f16e696e5218e4/E07000244/G2
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4.81 A new Local Plan provides an opportunity to address these issues through the overall 
spatial strategy and through targeted requirements within site allocation policies. 
 

Soil 
4.82 This topic focuses on the quality of soil resources and mineral resources including 
consideration of related issues such as waste management, and the redevelopment of 
brownfield land.  

Current Baseline 

Agricultural Land 
4.83 The Agricultural Land Classification (ALC)51 determines the potential agricultural 
quality of an area based on soil characteristics and local climate. It divides land into six 
categories from Grade 1 (excellent agricultural quality) through to Grade 5 (very poor 
quality). The ‘best and most versatile land’ is defined by the NPPF as that which falls into 
Grades 1, 2 and sub-grade 3a and Grades 3b to 5 are of poorer quality. The ALC also includes 
classifications for ‘non-agricultural land’ and ‘urban’. 
 
4.84 The majority of the agricultural land within East Suffolk is designated as ‘good to 
moderate’, shown as green. Light blue areas of the map are dotted within the green areas 
and represent ‘very good’ agricultural land use.  
 
Brownfield land  
4.85  Brownfield land is previously developed land that is no longer in active use. There 
are relatively few large brownfield sites in East Suffolk with difficulties often involved in re-
developing these such as dealing with contaminated land and low viability etc.  
 
4.86 The Town and Country Planning (Brownfield Land Register)52 Regulations requires all 
Local Planning Authorities in England to prepare, maintain and publish a brownfield land 
register. The register includes all previously developed land considered suitable, available 
and achievable for residential development. 
 
4.87 The most recent East Suffolk Brownfield Land Register53 (2025) identifies 138 sites. Of 
these sites, 110 have been permissioned, one is marked as ‘pending’ and 27 of them have 
been marked as ‘not permissioned’. In total sites on the East Suffolk Brownfield Land Register 
amount to 119.62ha of land. 
 
Contaminated land 
4.88 The East Suffolk public register of contaminated land contains details of sites 
determined as 'contaminated land' as defined by Section 78A (2) of the Environmental 
Protection Act 1990. There are currently two entries in the public register of contaminated 
land: 

 
51 https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/127056  
52 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/403/contents 
53https://eastsuffolk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/sidebar/index.html?appid=8e8bc8548d65463f8c1e5dd520
ee5e6e%20 

https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/127056
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/403/contents
https://eastsuffolk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/sidebar/index.html?appid=8e8bc8548d65463f8c1e5dd520ee5e6e%20
https://eastsuffolk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/sidebar/index.html?appid=8e8bc8548d65463f8c1e5dd520ee5e6e%20
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• Tuddenham landfill site54, Tuddenham St Martin, entered on the list 18/01/2006 

• Sink Pit landfill site55, Little Bealings, entered on the list 25/08/2011 
 

Minerals 
4.89 Mineral resources are defined as natural concentrations of minerals or bodies of rock 
that have the potential to be of economic interest in the present or the future due to their 
inherent properties. As minerals are a non-renewable resource, minerals safeguarding is 
deployed as the process through which it is ensured that non-minerals development does 
not needlessly prevent the future extraction of mineral resources. 
 
4.90 Suffolk County Council is responsible for minerals across Suffolk. minerals policy for 
the county is set out in the Suffolk Minerals and Waste Local Plan (SMWLP)56. The SMWLP 
highlights the importance of minerals for economic growth and development. The county 
has reserves of indigenous sand and gravel resources, but relies on imported sand and 
gravel, crushed rock and marine dredged sand and gravel from neighbouring counties to 
satisfy its needs for minerals57. The SMWLP contains policies for determining planning 
applications for minerals development, as well as safeguarding the same from other forms of 
competing development. Policies include those that specify sites for future minerals 
development. 
 
4.91 Across Suffolk the SMWLP allocates nine sites for the extraction of sand and gravel 
sufficient to supply 9.300 Mt over the Plan period to the end of 2036. None of these sites are 
located in East Suffolk. 
 
Waste 
4.92 Suffolk County Council is responsible for waste across Suffolk. Waste policy for the 
county is set out in the Suffolk Minerals and Waste Local Plan (SMWLP)58. The SMWLP 
contains policies for determining planning applications for waste development, as well as 
safeguarding the same from other forms of competing development. Policies include those 
that specify sites for future minerals and waste development. There are four household 
recycling sites in East Suffolk59: 

• Lowestoft Recycling Centre 

• Leiston Recycling Centre 

• Foxhall Recycling Centre 

• Felixstowe Recycling Centre 
 

 
54 https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-06/Tuddenham%20landfill%20site%20EIR.pdf 
55 https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-06/Sinks%20Pit%20landfill%20site%20EIR.pdf 
56 https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/suffolk-minerals-and-waste-plan/adopted-
suffolk-minerals-and-waste-local-plan 
57 https://nora.nerc.ac.uk/id/eprint/535195/1/suffolkMap.pdf 
58 https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/suffolk-minerals-and-waste-plan/adopted-
suffolk-minerals-and-waste-local-plan 
59 https://www.suffolkrecycling.org.uk/recycling-centres/recycling-centres 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-06/Tuddenham%20landfill%20site%20EIR.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-06/Sinks%20Pit%20landfill%20site%20EIR.pdf
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/suffolk-minerals-and-waste-plan/adopted-suffolk-minerals-and-waste-local-plan
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/suffolk-minerals-and-waste-plan/adopted-suffolk-minerals-and-waste-local-plan
https://nora.nerc.ac.uk/id/eprint/535195/1/suffolkMap.pdf
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/suffolk-minerals-and-waste-plan/adopted-suffolk-minerals-and-waste-local-plan
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/suffolk-minerals-and-waste-plan/adopted-suffolk-minerals-and-waste-local-plan
https://www.suffolkrecycling.org.uk/recycling-centres/recycling-centres
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4.93 As shown on figure 23, household waste and recycling levels have remained relatively 
stable since 2019. However, new refuse services are being introduced from June 202660 
which will increase the amount of household items recycled.  
 
Figure 22: Household waste in East Suffolk61 
 

 
 

4.94 The SMWLP also makes specific provision for radioactive waste associated with the 
decommissioning of Sizewell A nuclear power station, located on the East Suffolk coast. 

Likely Evolution of the Baseline without the Local Plan  

4.95 Significant levels of unplanned development have the potential to affect soil 
resources in the district through the loss of the best quality agricultural land. However, the 
Local Plan provides an opportunity to identify and consider this as part of the overall spatial 
strategy and for more localised areas through the site allocation process.  
 
4.96 In line with national policy, it is expected that the redevelopment of brownfield land 
would be given substantial weight in the absence of an up-to-date Local Plan. However, the 
Local Plan would provide more opportunities to direct this growth strategically alongside 
promoting the sustainable management of natural resources.  
 
4.97 Demand for waste processing is likely to grow alongside population increases and 
urban expansion. It is likely that waste and mineral processing facilities will continue to be 
afforded protection by the Suffolk Minerals and Waste Local Plan in the absence of an up-to-
date Local Plan for East Suffolk.  
 

Water  
4.98 This topic focuses on water supply resources and water quality (including wastewater 
treatment), flooding and coastal matters.  

 
60 https://www.suffolkrecycling.org.uk/ 
61 https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/environment/reports/#/view-
report/3ee9cb4a3213406da404a2d6366fc296/E07000244/G2 

https://www.suffolkrecycling.org.uk/
https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/environment/reports/#/view-report/3ee9cb4a3213406da404a2d6366fc296/E07000244/G2
https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/environment/reports/#/view-report/3ee9cb4a3213406da404a2d6366fc296/E07000244/G2
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Current Baseline 

4.99 There are multiple stakeholders involved in the management of water in East Suffolk:  

• Anglian Water and Essex and Suffolk Water are the organisations jointly 

responsible for water and sewage treatment in East Suffolk. Anglian Water are 

responsible for supply and wastewater, and Essex and Suffolk Water is responsible 

for supply only. Water companies are required to invest in sewage treatment 

capacity with regard to an increase in population. 

• Suffolk County Council is the Lead Local Flood Authority and works via the Suffolk 

Flood Risk Management Partnership (SFRMP) to ensure that all agencies 

understand and manage flood risk within the county;  

• Suffolk County Council is responsible for highway drainage, including puddles and 

blocked highway gullies;  

• The Environment Agency is responsible for main rivers and tidal flood defences;  

• Internal drainage boards (IDB) manage water levels in some areas where there is 

a special need for drainage. These areas are known as internal drainage districts 

(IDD). East Suffolk is covered by the East Suffolk WMB and the Waveney Lower 

Yare and Lothingland IDB. IDBs undertake works to reduce flood risk to people 

and property, and manage water levels for agricultural and environmental needs.  

• Planning authorities must have regard to the River Basin Management plan for 

their district in order to comply with legislation. 

Water resources 
4.100 The Environment Agency have published a document entitled ‘Water Stressed Areas 
– 2021 classification’62 which includes a map of areas of relative water stress. In this regard, 
the whole of Anglian Water’s supply area and the Essex and Suffolk Water supply area are 
shown as areas of ‘Serious’ water stress, based on the amount of water available per person 
both now and in the future. For Suffolk as a whole this has placed growing pressure on water 
supply and led to increasingly strict limitations on development.  
 
4.101 Within their Water Resource Management Plans (WRMPs)63 64water companies refer 
to their Water Resource Zones (WRZs). WRZs are the largest possible zone in which all 
resources, including external transfers, can be shared and hence the zone in which all 
customers experience the same risk of supply failure from a resource deficiency.  
 
Drought 
4.102 UK climate projections indicate a trend towards hotter, drier summers, particularly in 
southern England, alongside wetter winters. This shift may increase drought risk in the 
future, with implications for water availability, agriculture, and water management practices. 

 
62https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fmed
ia%2F60dd7f328fa8f50ab1d0128a%2FWater_stressed_areas___final_classification_2021.odt&wdOrigin=BROW
SELINK 
63 https://www.nwg.co.uk/globalassets/wrmp/nwg/october-24/esw/esw-wrmp24-main-report_final-oct-24.pdf 
64 https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/corporate/strategies-and-plans/water-resources-management-plan 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F60dd7f328fa8f50ab1d0128a%2FWater_stressed_areas___final_classification_2021.odt&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F60dd7f328fa8f50ab1d0128a%2FWater_stressed_areas___final_classification_2021.odt&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F60dd7f328fa8f50ab1d0128a%2FWater_stressed_areas___final_classification_2021.odt&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.nwg.co.uk/globalassets/wrmp/nwg/october-24/esw/esw-wrmp24-main-report_final-oct-24.pdf
https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/corporate/strategies-and-plans/water-resources-management-plan
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The East of England is particularly susceptible to drought, being located in one of the driest 
parts of the UK65.  
 
Sewage Treatment Works Capacity 
4.103 Capacity for sewerage treatment varies between each town and village across East 
Suffolk. Anglian Water is responsible for water and sewage treatment in the region and are 
required to invest in sewage treatment capacity with regard to an increase in population.  
 
4.104 Water Recycling Centres across East Suffolk also have varying levels of capacity and 
are likely to need major improvements to accommodate future growth requirements to 
ensure appropriate connections are made to the existing network.  
 
4.105 The new Local Plan will need to be informed by an updated Water Cycle Study, and 
the outcomes of that work will feed into future Strategic Environmental Assessment work as 
appropriate.  
 
Water quality  
4.106 East Suffolk lies within the Anglian River Basin District66. The Water Framework 
Directive requires the creation of River Basin Management Plans (RBMP). In these, surface 
waterbodies are classified using a system of five quality classes: high, good, moderate, poor, 
and bad. In general, the classification of waterbodies is defined by how much their condition 
or status differs from near natural conditions. East Suffolk is covered by two of the Anglian 
River Basin District Management Catchment areas- Suffolk East67 and Broadland Rivers68. The 
Environment Agency catchment data explorer provides detailed information on water quality 
within these areas England | Catchment Data Explorer. 
 
4.107 Much of East Suffolk is covered by Nitrate Vulnerable Zones (NVZ)69. These are areas 
of land that drain into nitrate polluted waters or waters which have the potential to become 
polluted by nitrates. Farmers with land in NVZs must follow mandatory rules to tackle nitrate 
loss from agriculture.  
 
4.108 There are also a number of Groundwater Source Protection Zones in East Suffolk70, 
which protect groundwater sources such as wells, boreholes and springs used for public 
drinking water supply. Source Protection Zones show the risk of contamination from any 
activities that might cause pollution in the area, which is important since groundwater 
provides a third of the drinking water on average in England and Wales and maintains the 
flow in many rivers.  
 
 
 

 
65 V6 WRMP24 main report 
66 https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/RiverBasinDistrict/5  
67 https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/ManagementCatchment/3035 
68 https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/ManagementCatchment/3008 
69 https://environment.data.gov.uk/farmers/ 
70 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/groundwater-source-protection-zones-spzs#find-groundwater-spzs 

https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning
https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/siteassets/household/corporate/wrmp24/wrmp24-main-report.pdf
https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/RiverBasinDistrict/5
https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/ManagementCatchment/3035
https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/ManagementCatchment/3008
https://environment.data.gov.uk/farmers/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/groundwater-source-protection-zones-spzs#find-groundwater-spzs
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Flooding 
4.109 Much of East Suffolk is low lying, with some coastal areas below current sea level. 
There are many areas of marshland, such as Beccles Marshes and Barsham Marshes 
surrounding the River Waveney, Beachfarm Marshes around the Hundred River, Sudbourne 
Marshes and Gedgrave Marshes situated in the lower reaches of the River Alde-Ore, and 
Trimley Marshes located near the mouth of the River Orwell. Much of the coastal and 
estuary areas are protected by sea defences and river defences.  
 
4.110 As with many areas, the most recent Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA)71 for 
East Suffolk highlights the several sources of flood risk across East Suffolk, including: pluvial, 
fluvial and tidal 72.  
 
Tidal flooding 

4.111 The eastern boundary of the district is formed by the coast, from Corton Cliffs in the 
north, to the mouth of Harwich Harbour in the south. The tidal influences on coastal water 
level include:  

• Daily tidal fluctuation, occurring when the freshwater from the rivers is met by 
the incoming tide from the North Sea; and  

• Surge tides, which occur due to climatic conditions creating bands of low pressure 
in the Atlantic and North Sea. This causes a rapid rise in sea levels, which can be 
exacerbated by strong northerly winds.  

 
4.112 Along the coastline there are several Main River estuaries and therefore the tidal 
conditions interact with fluvial mechanisms, caused by prolonged rainfall within the upper 
reaches of the river catchments. Nonetheless, tidal flooding constitutes the main form of 
flood risk along this boundary, which comprises an exposed but defended coastline. When 
sea levels reach critical level, flood defences become vulnerable to breach or overtopping.  
 
Flooding from rivers 
4.113 There are numerous main rivers across East Suffolk, with the most extensive being: 

• The River Waveney runs west to east for 40 km through the settlements of Diss 
and Bungay and becomes tidal downstream of Ellingham sluice.  

• The Hundred River catchment is approximately 71 km2 and runs west to east, 
discharging into the sea adjacent to the south side of Kessingland, by the EA’s 
Benacre pumping station. A number of tributaries join this Main River along its 
course. Around the lower reaches of the river, west of the sluice and east of the 
A12, are a number of marshlands, specifically Churchfarm Marshes and 
Beachfarm Marshes. A network of drainage channels drains these marshes.  

• The River Blyth catchment is approximately 97 km2 and runs from west to east. 
The river is joined by a number of tributaries, including the Walpole, Wissett, 
Spexhall, Chediston and Cookley Watercourses. This river is also host to a number 

 
71 https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-
05/Suffolk%20Coastal%20District%20Council%20Level%201%20Strategic%20Flood%20Risk%20Assessment%20
2018.pdf 
72 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/updates-to-national-flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-information 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Suffolk%20Coastal%20District%20Council%20Level%201%20Strategic%20Flood%20Risk%20Assessment%202018.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Suffolk%20Coastal%20District%20Council%20Level%201%20Strategic%20Flood%20Risk%20Assessment%202018.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Suffolk%20Coastal%20District%20Council%20Level%201%20Strategic%20Flood%20Risk%20Assessment%202018.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/updates-to-national-flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-information
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of flood plains surrounding the lower reaches, including Reydon Marshes, Tinker’s 
Marshes and Town Marshes.  

• The River Alde-Ore catchment is approximately 173 km2. The Main Rivers Alde 
and Ore are situated within a catchment characterised by arable farming and 
horticulture. 

• The River Fromus is a tributary of the River Alde which joins at Snape. There are 
several significant settlements in the catchment, the largest of which are 
Saxmundham and Framlingham.  

• The River Deben catchment is approximately 184 km2 and the source can be 
found west of the town of Debenham in the district of Mid Suffolk. This Main 
River winds southeast to the town of Wickham Market and then changes 
direction and runs southwest to Woodbridge. From Woodbridge the river is 
estuarine in character with marsh areas and tidal mud flat areas on either side of 
the channel.  

• The River Orwell is fed by the River Gipping and Belstead Brook. The Gipping 
catchment is approximately 313 km2 and outfalls to the Orwell Estuary. The main 
land use in the catchment is agriculture. There are a number of urban areas 
within the catchment including Ipswich. This Main River is joined by a number of 
tributaries including the Rattlesden River, Earl Stonham watercourse and 
Somersham watercourse. The Belstead Brook catchment is approximately 49 km2 
and also outfalls into the Orwell Estuary. Again, this catchment is largely rural and 
used for arable cultivation or pasture. Spring Brook is the only significant tributary 
and joins Belstead Brook just upstream of Washbrook. 

 
4.114 Generally, in the upper catchment of the watercourses and there are only small areas 
of Flood Zone 2 and 3. Here, the land use is rural and there is limited flood defence. 
However, in downstream areas closer to the sea, there are wide areas of Flood Zone. Many 
of the more urban areas are located here. Extensive areas of functional floodplain are 
present in Lowestoft, Kessingland, Halesworth, Blythburgh, Dunwich, Middleton, Wickham 
Market, Snape, Aldeburgh, Woodbridge, Orford and Felixstowe.  
 
Flooding from Surface Water 
4.115 The SFRA notes that pluvial (or surface water) flooding can be compounded when 
combined with impermeable sub-soils or vast areas of open grassland, which are abundant 
in East Suffolk. Impermeable areas will encourage surface water runoff, potentially 
exacerbating surface water flood risk, whilst areas which are permeable will reduce the risk 
of surface water flooding by facilitating faster drainage of rainfall. As such, new 
development, and associated hard standing areas, can increase volumes of runoff. The 
surface water flood mapping provided by the Environment Agency73 shows numerous 
localised areas across East Suffolk at risk of surface water flooding. 
 
4.116 The Environment Agency has published new national risk information for flooding. 
This includes future scenarios accounting for climate change. The mapping provides a single 
picture of current and future flood risk from rivers and the sea, and from surface water. The 

 
73 https://check-long-term-flood-risk.service.gov.uk/map 

https://check-long-term-flood-risk.service.gov.uk/map
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data also includes the potential impact of climate change on flood risk, based on UK Climate 
Projections (UKCP18)74. 
 
4.117 The new Local Plan will need to be informed by an updated Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment, and the outcomes of that work will feed into future Strategic Environmental 
Assessment work as appropriate.  
 
The Coast 
4.118 The Suffolk coast is approximately 79km long and runs from Corton on the 
Norfolk/Suffolk border to Landguard Point in Felixstowe. The coast attracts many visitors 
every year and is an essential part of the successful local and regional economy. Suffolk, 
however, has some of the fastest eroding coastline in Europe and is vulnerable to major 
storm surges. Over the next 20 to 100 years there is the potential for properties, agricultural 
land and conservation land in some more vulnerable areas to be considered ‘at risk’ or lost 
to increased coastal erosion. 
 
4.119 Land affected by physical change to the shoreline through coastal erosion, coastal 
landslip or permanent inundation is defined in the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) as a Coastal Change Management Area75. The boundaries are based on coastal 
erosion estimates and assumptions, with information taken from the Shoreline Management 
Plan76. The Shoreline Management Plans are integral to the formulation of planning policy 
and act as the primary evidence base for the policy in this area. Shoreline Management 
Plans reflect the long-term intent of management towards coastal change. The primary 
purpose of the CCMA is to identify land that is likely to be vulnerable to coastal change now 
and in the future across a 100-year timeframe.  
 
Figure 23: Coastal Change Management Area 

 

 
74 https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/approach/collaboration/ukcp 
75 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/14-meeting-the-challenge-of-climate-
change-flooding-and-coastal-change  
76 https://environment.data.gov.uk/shoreline-planning/shoreline-management-plan/SMP7 

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/approach/collaboration/ukcp
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/14-meeting-the-challenge-of-climate-change-flooding-and-coastal-change
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/14-meeting-the-challenge-of-climate-change-flooding-and-coastal-change
https://environment.data.gov.uk/shoreline-planning/shoreline-management-plan/SMP7
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4.120 The new National Coastal Erosion Risk Map (NCERM)77 provides the most up to date 

national picture of coastal erosion risk for England. It uses coastal monitoring data from 

the National Network of Regional Coastal Monitoring Programmes78. It also accounts for 

the UK Climate Projections 201879 which includes allowances for sea level 

rise. NCERM assesses the impacts of coastal erosion by comparing scenarios where SMPs are 

implemented versus those where they are not funded or delivered. 

Likely Evolution of the Baseline without the Local Plan  

4.121 Climate change is expected to have significant implications for water resources in East 
Suffolk, exacerbating pressures on both water availability and quality. Rising temperatures 
and changing rainfall patterns could lead to more frequent droughts, reducing river flows 
and increasing competition for already scarce water supplies in the area. More intense 
rainfall events may also heighten the risk of pollution in local watercourses. New 
development also has the potential to affect water quality through increased consumption, 
diffuse pollution, waste-water discharges, and water run-off. These impacts could be 
exacerbated by the unplanned nature of development across the district that is more likely 
to come forward in the absence of an up-to-date Local Plan. 
 
4.123 In the absence of an up-to-date local plan, development will continue be directed 
away from the areas at highest risk of flooding through the application of sequential testing 
as required by the NPPF. Furthermore, development proposals are expected to incorporate 
sustainable drainage systems (SUDS), unless there is clear evidence that this would be 
inappropriate to manage flood risk. New development will also continue be directed away 
from areas likely to be affected by physical changes to the coast by policy within the NPPF. 
However, the Local Plan provides an opportunity to identify and consider these limitations as 
part of the overall spatial strategy and for more localised areas through the site allocation 
process.  
 

Air 
4.124 This topic covers air pollution, air quality and noise.  

Current Baseline 

Air quality and pollution 
4.125 All Local Authorities must assess air quality80 within their district on to see whether 
levels set by the Government are being exceeded. If they are, there is then a set procedure 
to follow which ends in the declaration of an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) and the 
production of a long-term Action Plan to try and reduce these levels. 
 
4.126 The air quality within East Suffolk is generally good and the final remaining Air Quality 
Management Area (AQMA) located in Stratford St. Andrew was revoked on 18th December 

 
77 https://www.gov.uk/check-coastal-erosion-management-in-your-area 
78 https://coastalmonitoring.org/ 
79 https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/approach/collaboration/ukcp 
80 https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-
11/Air%20Quality%20Annual%20Status%20Report%202025.pdf 

https://www.gov.uk/check-coastal-erosion-management-in-your-area
https://coastalmonitoring.org/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/approach/collaboration/ukcp
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-11/Air%20Quality%20Annual%20Status%20Report%202025.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-11/Air%20Quality%20Annual%20Status%20Report%202025.pdf
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2024 following an eighth year of NO2 concentrations below the Air Quality Objective. 
Therefore, currently, East Suffolk contains no AQMAs. 
 
4.127 The main source of emissions within East Suffolk is road traffic, and with emerging 
evidence on the percentage contribution of domestic burning to emissions of particulate 
matter this is also an important source for East Suffolk. The pollutants of concern are 
therefore nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and particulate matter. Within the towns of Felixstowe and 
Lowestoft, emissions from, and associated with, the ports are also a source of these two 
pollutants. 
 
4.128 NO2 is measured by an automatic analyser and multiple diffusion tubes. The 
automatic analyser is situated in Woodbridge, and in 2024 there were 94 diffusion tube 
monitoring locations covering 27 areas; Beccles, Blythburgh, Bungay, Farnham, Felixstowe, 
Halesworth, Ilketshall St. Lawrence, Kesgrave, Knodishall, Little Glemham, Leiston, Lowestoft, 
Marlesford, Martlesham, Melton, Middleton, Oulton Broad, Saxmundham, Stratford St. 
Andrew, Theberton, Trimley St. Martin, Trimley St. Mary, Tunstall, Walton, Wickham Market, 
Woodbridge and Yoxford. The 2024 monitoring results show no exceedances of the annual 
mean NO2 objective at any site and there is a general trend of annual mean NO2 reductions 
across the district over time. 
 
4.129 The Environmental Targets (Fine Particulate Matter) (England) Regulations (2023) 
require that in England by the end of 2040 an annual average of 10 µg/m3 for PM2.5 is not 
exceeded at any monitoring station. There is an Automatic Urban and Rural (AURN) site 
located at Sibton which includes annual mean monitoring for PM2.5. This 2024 monitored 
PM2.5 annual mean concentration for Sibton in 2024 was 7 µg/m3 and therefore within 
compliant with the Regulations. 
 
4.130 The monitoring site at Sibton measured an annual mean PM10 concentration in 2024 
of 10µg/m3 with no days where the mean was >50 µg/m3 which are both within the air 
quality objectives. 
 
4.131 In 2024 2 OPCube air quality sensors for gas and particulates which measure NO2, 
PM10 and PM2.5 were located in Lowestoft and Worlingham. These recorded: 

• Love Road, Lowestoft period (annual) mean PM2.5 concentration 2024 – 9 µg/m3 

• Rectory Lane, Worlingham period (annual) mean PM2.5 concentration 2024 – 8 
µg/m3  

 
4.132 Therefore the results for both sites were also complaint with the Environmental 
Targets (Fine Particulate Matter) (England) Regulations (2023).  
 
Noise 
4.133 The Environmental Noise (England) Regulations 200681 transpose the Environmental 
Noise Directive into law for England. These regulations apply to environmental noise, 

 
81 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2006/2238/contents 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2006/2238/contents
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including that linked to transport, and require regular noise action planning for road, rail and 
aviation noise, as well as noise in large urban areas.  
 
4.134 Environmental noise mainly consists of noise from transport sources such as road, rail 
and aviation. Defra is responsible for creating noise maps and drawing up action plans for 
most of these noise sources. 
 
4.135 Construction noise from building and demolition sites, or from roadworks, is another 
source of noise disturbance. Under section 60 of the Control of Pollution Act (COPA) 197482, 
local authorities have powers to control noise (and vibration) from building sites. Currently 
East Suffolk restricts the hours that noisy work is carried out. 

Likely Evolution of the Baseline without the Local Plan  

4.136 Without an up-to-date Local Plan there is some potential for air quality 
improvements to occur as the result of a continued uptake of low-emission vehicles and the 
adoption of new technologies and methods associated with the construction industry. 
However, the level of growth anticipated within East Suffolk has the potential to adversely 
affect air quality in the short to medium term, due to construction activities and increased 
levels of traffic and associated pollutants. These impacts could be exacerbated by the 
unplanned nature of development across the district that is more likely to come forward in 
the absence of an up-to-date Local Plan. 
 

Climatic Factors  
4.137 This topic covers the effects of climate change and climate change adaptation and 
mitigation. 

Current Baseline 

4.138 East Suffolk Council voted on 24 July 2019 to declare a recognition of the climate 

emergency. As a direct result of the climate emergency declaration, a cross-party 

Environment Task Group was established.83 

4.139 There is evidence that the gradual impacts of climate change are already being 

experienced in Suffolk. Suffolk can expect to experience increased summer droughts with 

crops requiring more irrigation, increased rainfall causing surface water flooding that 

disrupts travel, and increased storm events including tidal surges and coastal erosion. 

Climate change, particularly the impacts of flooding and coastal erosion pose a serious risk of 

damage to residential and non-residential properties and the operation of businesses. 

4.140 One of the key themes of the East Suffolk Strategic Plan is ‘Environmental Impact’. 

This includes a continued commitment to achieving net zero by 2030, supporting sustainable 

transport, focusing on reduction, re-use and recycling of materials, encouraging food self-

sufficiency, and supporting, promoting and implementing green tech. 

 
82 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1974/40/part/III/crossheading/construction-sites 
83 https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/environmental-services/tackling-climate-change 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1974/40/part/III/crossheading/construction-sites
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/environmental-services/tackling-climate-change
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4.141 Emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases from the production and 

use of energy across multiple sectors contribute in many ways to climate change. Figure 24 

below shows the estimated Carbon emissions by sector in East Suffolk. Overall this shows a 

decline in the domestic and transport sectors, but broadly stable levels in other sectors. 

Figure 24: Carbon emissions by sector in East Suffolk 84 

 

4.142 Within the industry and commercial sector, carbon emissions can be further broken 

down. This illustrates the impact of agriculture on the overall Co2 emissions in East Suffolk.  

 

Figure 25: Carbon emissions in the industry and commercial sector for East Suffolk in 

202385 

 

 

 

4.143 Overall, CO2 emissions per person in East Suffolk are slightly lower than in the rest of 

Suffolk.  

 
84 Environment - LTLA | East Suffolk | Report Builder for ArcGIS 
85 Environment - LTLA | East Suffolk | Report Builder for ArcGIS 

https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/environment/reports/#/view-report/3ee9cb4a3213406da404a2d6366fc296/E07000244/G2
https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/environment/reports/#/view-report/3ee9cb4a3213406da404a2d6366fc296/E07000244/G2
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Figure 26: Estimated CO2 emissions (tonnes per person) in East Suffolk for 202386 

 
 

4.144 The Department for Energy Security and Net Zero publishes annual statistics on 
renewable energy generation by each Local Authority. The most recently published data is 
for 2024 and shows that East Suffolk has a total renewable energy installed capacity of 
1,759 MW. A significant of this capacity comes from offshore wind. 
 
Figure 27: Electricity capacity of main renewable technologies in East Suffolk (2024)87 

 
 

86 https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/environment/reports/#/view-
report/3ee9cb4a3213406da404a2d6366fc296/E07000244/G2 
87 https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/environment/reports/#/view-
report/3ee9cb4a3213406da404a2d6366fc296/E07000244/G2 

https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/environment/reports/#/view-report/3ee9cb4a3213406da404a2d6366fc296/E07000244/G2
https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/environment/reports/#/view-report/3ee9cb4a3213406da404a2d6366fc296/E07000244/G2
https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/environment/reports/#/view-report/3ee9cb4a3213406da404a2d6366fc296/E07000244/G2
https://www.suffolkobservatory.info/environment/reports/#/view-report/3ee9cb4a3213406da404a2d6366fc296/E07000244/G2
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Likely Evolution of the Baseline without the Local Plan  

4.145 In line with UK trends, emissions are likely to continue to fall as energy efficiency 
measures, renewable energy take-up and new technologies, such as EVs and solar become 
more widely adopted. Despite this, uncoordinated development in the absence of an up-to-
date Local Plan may affect the rate of progress and is less likely to support strategic 
opportunities to increase resilience to climate change.  

Material assets 

Current Baseline 

Transport Network 
4.146 East Suffolk has several main roads, which link towns in the district with other areas 
in the east of England. The A12 links Lowestoft with Ipswich and London. The A14 links the 
port of Felixstowe with the midlands and beyond. Further to the north the A47 links 
Lowestoft with Great Yarmouth and the A146 links Lowestoft with Norwich.  
 
4.147 There are also three railway lines: the East Suffolk line runs from Ipswich to 
Lowestoft; the Wherry Line runs between Lowestoft and Norwich. There is also a branch line 
that connects Felixstowe with Ipswich. The Felixstowe branch line is also part of a longer 
route that carries freight between the Port of Felixstowe and the midlands. The Transport 
East Transport Strategy88 identifies the ‘London – Chelmsford – Colchester – Ipswich – 
Norwich & Suffolk Coast’ corridor and the ‘Norfolk and Suffolk to Cambridge – Midlands – 
South-West’ corridor (which both run through East Suffolk) as being two of the core strategic 
corridors linking key destinations within, and beyond the Transport East region which require 
particular focus. These corridors are identified as being essential for the economic success of 
the region through the movement of people and goods. The strategy highlights the need for 
further investment in these to support the wider region. 
 
Figure 28: A and B roads and railways in East Suffolk 

 

 
88 https://www.transporteast.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/20230224-TE_Strategy-FINAL.pdf 

https://www.transporteast.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/20230224-TE_Strategy-FINAL.pdf
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Sustainable transport 
4.148 Despite this road and rail network, large parts of the district suffer from poor 
transport infrastructure, in particular, public transport in rural areas is infrequent and 
irregular.   
 
4.149 The Department for Transport connectivity tool89 brings together transport and land-
use data to generate a ‘connectivity score’ for every location across England and Wales, 
mapped at a resolution of 100 metre by 100 metre squares. This illustrates the poor 
connectivity in the more rural parts of the district. 
 
4.150 The East Suffolk Council Walking and Cycling Strategy90 details cycling and walking 
routes throughout the district and provides recommendations about future improvements. 
The Strategy identifies cycling and walking infrastructure recommendations across the East 
Suffolk district (including the Broads Authority Area), focussing on the identification of new 
and improved infrastructure rather than the maintenance of existing infrastructure. It also 
provides context and information to support detailed infrastructure proposals and inform 
plan and decision making to support cycling, walking, and equestrian use. 
 
Public Rights of Way (PRoW) 
4.151 Suffolk contains one of England’s most extensive networks of public rights of ways. 
The network exceeds 3,500 miles (5,700km), compared with approximately 4,000 miles 
(6,500km) of roads. Public Rights of Way (PROW) allow the public the legally protected right 
to: walk (footpaths); walk, cycle or horse ride (bridleways), or; walk, cycle, horse ride or drive 
(byway) over land that is not otherwise publicly accessible, such as privately-owned land. 
PROWs in Suffolk are identified in Suffolk County Council’s ‘Definitive Map’ series91. 
 
Infrastructure 
4.152 Infrastructure can include a wide range of facilities and services including schools, 
medical facilities, community facilities, open space, roads, railways, and sustainable 
transport measures. The provision of new and improved infrastructure is essential to ensure 
that the growth identified in the new East Suffolk Local Plan is sustainable.  
 
4.153 Any authority that receives a contribution from development through the 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)92 or through section 106 planning obligations (s106) 
must prepare an infrastructure funding statement (IFS). The IFS sets out how contributions 
have been spent, and what future funds will be spent on. A total of £17,600,116 of CIL has 
been allocated to deliver infrastructure projects across the East Suffolk District with a further 
£13m ringfenced to deliver Health and Education projects over the next 5 years. 
 

 
89 https://connectivity-tool-lite.dft.gov.uk/app#8.89/52.3321/1.8984 
90 https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-
03/East%20Suffolk%20Cycling%20and%20Walking%20Strategy.pdf 
91 https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/public-rights-of-way-in-suffolk/view-definitive-maps-of-
public-rights-of-way 
92 https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/developer-contributions/cil 

https://connectivity-tool-lite.dft.gov.uk/app#8.89/52.3321/1.8984
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/East%20Suffolk%20Cycling%20and%20Walking%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-03/East%20Suffolk%20Cycling%20and%20Walking%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/public-rights-of-way-in-suffolk/view-definitive-maps-of-public-rights-of-way
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/public-rights-of-way-in-suffolk/view-definitive-maps-of-public-rights-of-way
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/developer-contributions/cil
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Energy 
4.154 There are many significant electricity energy generation projects taking place in East 
Suffolk93  in respect of onshore and offshore energy. This includes projects such as Sizewell C, 
solar energy, offshore windfarms, and associated electricity network infrastructure. Many of 
these projects come forward as Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPS). NSIPs 
come forward through the Planning Act 2008 and so are outside the Local Plan process and 
applications are examined by the Planning Inspectorate before the final decision is made by 
the relevant Secretary of State, rather than by the Local Planning Authority. Local authorities 
have an important role to play in the process by providing a local perspective on the 
proposed project, monitoring and enforcing the Development Consent Order (DCO) and 
discharging certain requirements (like conditions attached to a planning permission). 
 
4.155 It will be important that the new Local Plan takes account of the impacts of these 
major energy projects on the communities, economy and environment of East Suffolk.  

Likely Evolution of the Baseline without the Local Plan  

4.156 In the absence of the Local Plan development is less likely to deliver strategic 
transport improvements in line with an agreed spatial strategy. Strategic improvements to 
active travel infrastructure and sustainable travel provision are also less likely to come 
forward in the absence of an up-to-date Local Plan 
 
4.157 As the East Suffolk’s population grows, pressure on local services will increase, 
highlighting the need ensure the delivery of new or upgraded infrastructure as part of future 
development. In the absence of the Local Plan, unplanned developments make the delivery 
infrastructure more difficult.  
 
4.158 In the absence of the Local Plan NSIPs will continue to be determined by government, 
but opportunities to deliver local benefits and mitigate local impacts may be undermined in 
the absence of an up-to-date Local Plan setting out local priorities. 
 

Cultural heritage  
4.159 This topic covers designated and non-designated heritage assets and features and 
their setting.  

Current Baseline 

4.160 The local character and distinctiveness of East Suffolk are derived from the diversity 
of architecture, landscape and coastal setting. Buildings and structures that typify East 
Suffolk range from 16th century moot halls, a wide representation of 16th and 17th century 
farmhouses, the grandest Georgian country house in Suffolk, designed 18th and 19th 
century landscapes and 19th and 20th century military airfields, towers and pagodas. 
 
Listed Buildings 

 
93 http://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/national-infrastructure-and-energy-projects  

http://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/national-infrastructure-and-energy-projects
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4.161 Listed buildings94 are protected by the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990 which ensures that such buildings are properly protected from neglect, 
inappropriate alteration, extension or demolition.  
 
4.162 There are 3,606 listed buildings in East Suffolk:  
 

• 111 Grade I,  

• 240 Grade II*,  

• 3255 Grade II. 
 

Figure 29: Heritage Assets in East Suffolk 
 

 
 
Parks and Gardens 
4.163 There are 14 parks and gardens in East Suffolk included on the National Register of 
Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest95. In addition, there are further 17 parks and 
gardens on East Suffolk Council's Local List96 and these have the status of Non-Designated 
Heritage Assets. NDHAs are not considered of sufficient architectural and historic value to 
justify listing at the national level. However, they are of local importance. 
 
Conservation Areas 
4.164 There are 50 Conservation areas97 in East Suffolk. These range from the centre of 
older villages and towns to hamlets and include open spaces and the landscape settings. 
They not only protect listed buildings, but also include unlisted buildings, open spaces, trees 

 
94 https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/heritage/listed-buildings  
95 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/what-is-designation/registered-parks-and-gardens/  
96https://eastsuffolk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/sidebar/index.html?appid=4208a73a3dfb4af1a68d737cb38
9ffac  
97 https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/heritage/conservation-areas  

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/heritage/listed-buildings
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/what-is-designation/registered-parks-and-gardens/
https://eastsuffolk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/sidebar/index.html?appid=4208a73a3dfb4af1a68d737cb389ffac
https://eastsuffolk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/sidebar/index.html?appid=4208a73a3dfb4af1a68d737cb389ffac
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/heritage/conservation-areas
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and special features that make an area locally distinctive. Each Conservation Area has its 
own, individual conservation area appraisal98 which defines their special architectural and 
historic character. 
 
Scheduled Monuments 
4.165 Scheduled monuments are nationally important archaeological sites or historical 
buildings designated and protected by Historic England under the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act 1979. There are 148 scheduled monuments in East Suffolk. Further 
details can be found here: National Heritage List for England | Historic England99. 
 
Buildings at Risk Register 
4.166 The National Buildings at Risk register100 containing listed buildings of the higher 
grades, I and II*, is published by Historic England. The Suffolk County register101 includes the 
same buildings plus those of grade II and is a joint publication by Suffolk County Council and 
the district councils in Suffolk. 
 
4.167 Most of the buildings and structures on the registers are in poor to very bad 
condition, but a few in fair condition are also included, usually because they have become 
redundant, making their future uncertain. There are 39 building on the register in East 
Suffolk.  
 
Non-Designated Heritage Assets 
4.168 Heritage assets include those that are designated such as listed buildings, 
conservation areas and scheduled monuments, and those that are non-designated- that is 
ones identified by the local planning authority as having local interest. East Suffolk Council 
has established a set of criteria to be used in the consideration of Non-Designated Heritage 
Assets. These include: 
 

• Archaeological interest 
o Recorded in the Suffolk County Historic Environment Record Architectural 

interest  
• Architectural interest 

o Aesthetic value  
o Known architect 
o Integrity  
o Landmark status  
o Group value  

• Artistic interest 
o Aesthetic value  

 
98 https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/asset-lister/conservation-area-appraisals  
99 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-
list/results/?size=n_24_n&filters%5B0%5D%5Bfield%5D=district&filters%5B0%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=Eas
t%20Suffolk&filters%5B0%5D%5Btype%5D=all&filters%5B1%5D%5Bfield%5D=category&filters%5B1%5D%5Bval
ues%5D%5B0%5D=Scheduling&filters%5B1%5D%5Btype%5D=any&sort-field=name&sort-direction=asc  
100 https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/heritage-at-risk/search-register/  
101 https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/buildings-in-suffolk/buildings-at-risk-in-suffolk  

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/asset-lister/conservation-area-appraisals
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/results/?size=n_24_n&filters%5B0%5D%5Bfield%5D=district&filters%5B0%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=East%20Suffolk&filters%5B0%5D%5Btype%5D=all&filters%5B1%5D%5Bfield%5D=category&filters%5B1%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=Scheduling&filters%5B1%5D%5Btype%5D=any&sort-field=name&sort-direction=asc
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/results/?size=n_24_n&filters%5B0%5D%5Bfield%5D=district&filters%5B0%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=East%20Suffolk&filters%5B0%5D%5Btype%5D=all&filters%5B1%5D%5Bfield%5D=category&filters%5B1%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=Scheduling&filters%5B1%5D%5Btype%5D=any&sort-field=name&sort-direction=asc
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/results/?size=n_24_n&filters%5B0%5D%5Bfield%5D=district&filters%5B0%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=East%20Suffolk&filters%5B0%5D%5Btype%5D=all&filters%5B1%5D%5Bfield%5D=category&filters%5B1%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=Scheduling&filters%5B1%5D%5Btype%5D=any&sort-field=name&sort-direction=asc
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/results/?size=n_24_n&filters%5B0%5D%5Bfield%5D=district&filters%5B0%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=East%20Suffolk&filters%5B0%5D%5Btype%5D=all&filters%5B1%5D%5Bfield%5D=category&filters%5B1%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=Scheduling&filters%5B1%5D%5Btype%5D=any&sort-field=name&sort-direction=asc
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/heritage-at-risk/search-register/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/buildings-in-suffolk/buildings-at-risk-in-suffolk
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o Known designer  
• Historic interest 

o Association  
o Rarity  
o Representativeness  
o Social and communal value  

 
4.169 A number of Neighbourhood Planning groups have applied these criteria to identify 
and designate Non-Designated Heritage Assets in their plans. 

Likely Evolution of the Baseline without the Local Plan  

4.170 Designated and non-designated heritage assets are unlikely to be significantly 
impacted by a lack of up-to-date Local Plan as they would continue to be protected through 
other national policy requirements. However, the Local Plan provides an opportunity to 
identify and consider the significance of designated and non-designated heritage assets and 
heritage settings as part of the overall spatial strategy and for more localised areas through 
the site allocation process. 
 
4.171 In the absence of an up-to-date Local Plan there would likely be an increased in 
unplanned development across the district.  Unplanned developments could impact 
negatively on historic settlement patterns and harm the setting of heritage assets.  

Landscape 
4.172 This topic covers designated/ protected landscapes within East Suffolk, as well as 
landscape character and quality.  

Current Baseline 
4.173 The local character and distinctiveness of East Suffolk are derived from the diversity 
of architecture, landscape and coastal setting. East Suffolk has a rich and varied landscape, 
from farmed claylands, to coastal heaths and estuarine marshlands. 
 
Nationally Landscapes 
4.174 The Suffolk & Essex Coast & Heaths National Landscape102 (also known as the Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty or AONB) covers a large area of East Suffolk recognised for its 
relatively undeveloped, tranquil landscape and natural and cultural history. This extends to 
144 square miles. 
4.175 Land within the National Landscape is not restricted from being developed, but all 
development proposals should seek to support the purpose of National Landscape 
designation by conserving and enhancing its natural beauty. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
102 https://coastandheaths-nl.org.uk/ 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/neighbourhood-planning/neighbourhood-plans-area
https://coastandheaths-nl.org.uk/
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Figure 30: National Landscape and Heritage Coast in East Suffolk 

 

Heritage Coast 

4.176 Much of East Suffolk’s coast (47 square miles) is also defined as Heritage Coast. 

Heritage Coasts were established to conserve the best stretches of undeveloped coast in 

England. The Suffolk Heritage Coast runs from Kessingland to Felixstowe and incorporates 

the Blyth, Alde and Ore, and lower Deben estuaries.  

 

National Landscape Character Areas 
4.177 East Suffolk is covered by three National Character Areas (NCAs)103:  

• National Character Area: 82 - Suffolk Coast and Heath lies on the coast between 
Great Yarmouth and Harwich. Is mainly flat or gently rolling. Habitats and 
landscape features combine to create a small-scale pattern, most notable near 
the coast. Farming occupies 57 % of the NCA.  
 
The area includes large conifer forests at Dunwich, Tunstall and Rendlesham. The 
coast is cut by the Stour, Orwell, Deben, Alde/Ore and Blyth estuaries. Over 
centuries, land has been reclaimed from the estuary. In some places, old river 
mouths have been blocked by sand and shingle bars. These have created large 
brackish or freshwater marshes. 
 
The shoreline is mainly made up of long shingle beaches. The coast’s soft, sandy 
cliffs provide evidence of past glacial activity nearby. 
 
The area has a long history of settlement, including periods of wealth and cultural 
importance. The coast is dotted with a range of military sites. The area consists 

 
103 https://nationalcharacterareas.co.uk/  

https://nationalcharacterareas.co.uk/
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mainly of small villages and iconic coastal market towns. Larger settlements are 
restricted to the northern and southern fringes.  
 

• National Character Area: 83 - South Norfolk and High Suffolk Claylands 
Dominated by a high and predominantly flat clay plateau incised by numerous 
small-scale wooded river valleys with complex slopes. 
The underlying geology is chalk, which forms the principal aquifer, and shallow 
marine deposits overlain with glacial till, buried river gravels, lake sediments and 
bands of glacial outwash deposits. 
Rivers are mostly small and slow flowing. The river valleys contain a mosaic of 
small-scale pasture, wet heath, reedbeds and woodland that provide ecological 
connectivity into the heart of the claylands. Large areas of woodland are scarce. 
Views are frequently open.  
The equable climate and widespread, moderately fertile, heavy chalky clay 
plateau soils support farming, predominantly for arable crops, which utilises 90 % 
of the land area. 
An ancient, long-settled landscape, with a strong utilitarian and rural character. 
This is an area of mixed settlement patterns with nucleated villages found in the 
west and along the river valleys, intermixed with dispersed hamlets and moated 
farmsteads. Large, often interconnected village greens or commons are a key 
feature of the area.  
 

• National Character Area: 80 - The Broads located predominantly in the county of 
Norfolk together with a small part of north Suffolk. 94 % is open country. Its 
boundary follows the edge of the level, open marshland and valleys drained by 
the three principal rivers, the Yare, Bure and Waveney, and their tributaries, the 
Thurne, Ant, Wensum and Chet. The rivers flow east into the sheltered estuary of 
Breydon Water, which lies at the confluence to the Broads river system. 
The whole area has become known for the shallow lakes, referred to as ‘broads’. 
Since the 1950s the Broads has been a popular tourism and recreation 
destination. 
The agricultural landscape is based on a long history of drainage to allow livestock 
grazing interspersed with arable cropping, mainly for cereals, which is supported 
by the moderately fertile river valley and flood plain soils. Woodland is limited, 
particularly across the coastal and flood plain marshes. 
The low-lying marshes are traditionally unsettled, instilling a rather isolated 
character, while the pattern of settlement on the higher ground is clustered and 
linked by a minor road network that runs along the valley sides. A loose local 
vernacular of flint, pebble and brick, with pantiles and occasionally reed thatch, 
adds cohesion to settlements. 
The ecologically rich wetland habitats form one of the finest and largest 
marshland complexes in the United Kingdom. The coastline is also important for 
habitats. In the north-east the NCA meets the North Sea between Happisburgh 
and Winterton-on-Sea.  
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Landscape Character Assessment 
4.178 Landscape Character Assessments104 have been carried out for both the former 
Suffolk Coastal Area and the former Waveney area (excluding the Broads Authority Area). 
These provide a detailed understanding of the landscape across the district and will inform 
the new Local Plan. 
 
4.179 Each assessment identified 10 landscape character types based on common 
characteristics including geology, landform, land cover and historical evolution. From that 
the landscape types were further sub-divided into component landscape character areas (23 
for the former Waveney area and 33 for the former Suffolk Coastal area).  
 
Table 3: summary of landscape character types and areas in East Suffolk 

Landscape Character Type Landscape Character Area 

Waveney Landscape Character Assessment 

Rural Wooded Valley  A1 Waveney Wooded Valley 

Rural River Valley  B1 Waveney Valley  

B2 Blyth and Wang Valley 

Coastal Broads and Marshes  D1 Covehithe and Benacre Coastal Broads Landscape  

Dunes, Coastal Levels and Resorts  E2 Great Yarmouth Coastal Strip 

Coastal Cliffs  F1 Pakefield to Benacre Coastal Cliffs  

F2 Southwold Coast 

Settled Farmland  G5 Somerleyton Settled Farmland 

Tributary Valley Farmland H1 Blundeston Tributary Valley Farmland  

H2 Waveney Tributary Valley Farmland  

H3 Hundred Tributary Valley Farmland  

H4 Mid Waveney Tributary Valley Farmland  

H5 Sconch Beck and Waveney Tributary Valley Farmland 

H6 Blyth Tributary Valley Farmland  

H7 Blyth and Wang Tributary Valley Farmland 

Farmed Plateau Clayland  I1 Character Area Saints Plateau - West  

I2 Saints Plateau - East  

I3 Sotterley and Benacre Plateau  

I4 Gisleham Plateau 

Estuarine Marsh  J1 Hundred River Marshes  

J2 Pottersbridge Marshes  

J3 Blyth Estuary 

Sandlings K1 North Suffolk Sandlings 

Suffolk Coastal Landscape Character Assessment 

River Valleys Valley  B2 Blyth Valley 

B3 Yox Valley 

B4 Fromus Valley 

B5 Alde Valley 

B6 Ore Valley 

B7 Deben Valley 

B8 Fynn Valley 

B9 Lark Valley 

 
104 https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/landscape 
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B10 Mill River 

B11 Butley Valley 

Coastal Broads & Marshes D2 Westwood and Dingle Marshes  

D3 Minsmere and Sizewell Coast 

D4 Thorpness to Aldeburgh 

D5 Orfordness and Marshes 

Resorts  E3 Felixstowe  

Plateau Claylands  I5 Linstead and Framlingham Plateau 

Estuaries J3 Blyth Estuary  

J4 Alde Estuary 

J5 Deben Estuary 

J6 Orwell Estuary 

Estate Sandlands K2 Dunwich and Westleton Sandlands 

K3 Aldringham and Friston Sandlands 

K4 Rendlesham and Tunstall Sandlands 

K5 Kesgrave Sandlands 

Ancient Estate Claylands L1 Heveningham and Knodishall Estate Claylands  

L2 Glenham Estate Claylands 

L3 Easton and Glevering Estate Claylands 

L4 Otley Hall and Debach Estate Claylands 

Plateau Estate Farmland M3 Rendlesham and Tunstall Estate Farmlands 

M4 Trimley and Foxhall Estate Farmland 

Ancient Rolling Farmland N1 Boulge Park and Bredfield Rolling Farmland 

N2 Culpho and Westerfield Rolling Farmland 

Rolling Estate Sandlands Benhall Estate Sandlands 

 
4.180 Maps of the Landscape Character Types and Landscape Character Areas across East 
Suffolk area available online here: https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/geographic-information-
system 

Likely Evolution of the Baseline without the Local Plan  

4.181 In the absence of an up-to-date Local Plan there would likely be an increase in 
unplanned development across the district.  Unplanned developments could impact 
negatively on the sensitive landscapes across the district. This could increase the risk of 
settlement coalescence and impact on the visual amenity of the plan area.  
 
4.182 Landscapes within the AONB and Heritage Coast are unlikely to be significantly 
impacted by a lack of up-to-date Local Plan as they would continue to be protected through 
other national policy requirements. However, the Local Plan provides an opportunity to 
identify and consider the significance of designated landscapes as part of the overall spatial 
strategy and for more localised areas through the site allocation process. There is a legal 
duty placed on statutory bodies to conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the AONB 
and Local Plan policies provide an opportunity to help meet this requirement. 
 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/geographic-information-system
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/geographic-information-system


5. Environmental Issues and Problems (Task A3) 
5.1 Through the identification of the baseline characteristics, it is possible to identify the 
key environmental issues and problems. The identification of these issues helps establish the 
SEA objectives and assessment framework. These are set out against the related SEA topic 
headings (with some topics grouped) in accordance with the baseline data. 
 
Table 4: Key Environmental Issues and Problems 

SEA Topic Key issue  

Biodiversity, Flora and 
Fauna 

• The need to conserve and enhance biodiversity 
(including sites designated for their nature 
conservation value). 

• High concentration of protected sites across the 
district. 

• Large areas protected for species and habitat value 
which come under pressure from increased 
recreational and tourist activity. 

• Need to avoid or mitigate impacts of protected sites, 
habitats and species.  

• Need to extend and enhance the green infrastructure 
network. 

Population (including 
housing and employment)  

• The need to reduce inequality, social exclusion and 
health disparities across the district. 

• The need to address the needs of an ageing 
population. 

• The need to address pockets of deprivation across the 
district. 

• The challenges of maintaining access to services in 
rural areas. 

• The need to ensure the delivery of a sustainable 
supply of housing. 

• Ensuring the delivery of mix of housing types and 
tenures (including affordable housing). 

• The impact of an aging population on housing supply. 
Increased demand for specialist housing. 

• The need to support and maintain a sustainable local 
economy. 

• Promoting growth in key employment sectors. 

•  

• Changing nature of town and district centres. 

Human Health • The need to ensure the delivery of health and social 
care provision in line with growth. 

• The need to address the needs of an ageing 
population. 

• Promoting healthy lifestyles. 
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SEA Topic Key issue  

• The need to ensure the delivery of education 
provision in line with growth. 

Soil • The need to maintain and protect high quality 
agricultural land 

• Limited availability of brownfield land  

Water • Eroding coastline and coastal change management. 

• The need to address pluvial, fluvial and coastal flood 
risk.  

• The need to appropriate water resources in a time of 
serious water stress, and increased drought. 

• The need to address water quality. 

• Large areas protected for species and habitat value 
which come under pressure from increased 
recreational and tourist activity.  

Air • The need to maintaining and improving air quality. 

• The challenge of delivering sustainable transport 
options in rural areas.  

Climatic Factors • The need to ensure that the built environment adapts 
to the impact of climate change and extreme weather 
events. 

• The need to ensure an appropriate response to sea 
level rise and coastal erosion. 

• The need to ensure sustainable construction 
techniques are employed to mitigate climate change. 

• Achieving net zero. 

• Need to support sustainable transport,  

• Need to focus on reduction, re-use and recycling of 
materials. 

Material assets • Supporting key strategic transport corridors. 

• Addressing poor rural connectivity. 

• Encouraging the use of sustainable transport modes. 

• Ensuring the delivery of infrastructure to support new 
development. 

• Manging the impact of NSIPs. 

Cultural heritage • Maintaining and enhancing designated and non-
designated heritage and cultural assets. 

• Delivering high quality design that respects local 
character. 

• High number of heritage assets. 

Landscape • The need to ensure the protection and enhancement 
of local distinctiveness and character. 

• The need to manage pressure from new development 
on the AONB. 
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SEA Topic Key issue  

• Delivering high quality design that respects local 
character. 

• Managing development while protecting significant 
areas of environmental protection. 
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6. Developing SEA objectives (Task A4) 
 
6.1 Defining a set of SEA objectives (the SEA framework) is an established way of 
assessing the likely environmental effects of a Local plan and any reasonable alternative 
options. This provides a mechanism to describe, analyse and compare the effects of different 
options while ensuring that environmental effects are taken into account in decision making. 
 
6.2 Schedule 2 of the SEA regulations prescribes the topics against which the likely 
effects of a plan or programmes should be assessed, and these are listed in the proposed 
Framework below and further cross checked in table 7. The SEA framework set out below 
builds on the SEA prescribed topics, and establishes a SEA framework to reflect the East 
Suffolk context.  
 
6.3 The SEA Framework consists of a series of objectives which will be used to test all 
reasonable alternative policy and site options. The objectives will also be used to test the 
overall effect of the plan and identify any particular significant effects, both positive and 
negative.  

Suffolk-wide SEA themes and scope 

6.4 In addition to the prescribed SEA topics, the East Suffolk Framework also draws upon 
recent joint work undertaken across Suffolk. This work involved Suffolk authorities working 
collaboratively to develop a shared, county-wide set of themes. These themes and scope 
present an agreed common set considerations that are intended to provide a consistent 
starting point for the development of individual SEA reports. 
 
Table 5: Suffolk-wide SEA themes and scope 

Suffolk wide 
SEA theme 

• Scope of Suffolk wide SEA theme 

1. Accessibility   • Directing growth to accessible locations  
• Supporting/enhancing community infrastructure   

2. Housing   • Meeting housing needs  
• Delivering affordable housing  
• Support delivery of housing mix (type and tenure)  
• Specialist accommodation needs  

3. Community, 
Health and 
wellbeing   

• Reducing deprivation   
• Providing for all ages, including older people 
• Supporting vibrant and resilient communities   
• Determinants of good health and reducing health inequalities   
• Accessibility green and open spaces (cross over with accessibility 

theme)  
• Rural communities (access to services/facilities/community/jobs)  
• Community facilities- Village halls, playgrounds etc 

4. Economy and 
employment   

• Meeting employment land needs  
• Planning for economic sectors  
• Supporting opportunities for Education and skills improvements  
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• Improving vitality and viability of town, local and retail centres  

5. Transport   
   

• Minimising the need to travel  
• Supporting modal shift to sustainable transport  
• Addressing traffic congestion   
• Provision and quality of accessible public transport  

6. Pollution 
(noise + air)   

• Air and noise quality and how to address through the plan  

7. Natural 
Resources   

• Protecting best and most versatile agricultural land  
• Planning for waste and minerals  
• Circular economy  
• Supporting brownfield land development   

8. Climate 
change   

• Distinguishing between adaptation and mitigation   
• Managing flood risk – fluvial and surface water   
• Provision of renewable and low carbon energy generation   
• Achieving high energy efficiency standards in new development 
• Sustainable transport (cross over theme)  
• Extreme weather (droughts, overheating, water scarcity, storm and 

flood risks and coastal change)  

9. Biodiversity   • International, national and local designations  
• Non-designated priority habitat  
• Supporting ecological networks  
• Maximising opportunities for BNG  

10. Historic 
Environment   

• Designated and non-designated heritage assets  
• Historic character at a wider scale  

11.Landscape   • Character and sensitivity   
• Protecting settlement identities   
• National Landscapes  

12. Water • Water supply, consumption and resource management  
• Water quality and wastewater treatment  

 

Proposed East Suffolk SEA framework 

6.5 Drawing on the key issues and problems identified from the baseline review, the 
objectives and issues identified in the review of other plans and programmes, and the work 
carried out jointly by the other Suffolk Authorities, the East Suffolk SEA framework has been 
developed. This consists of the SEA objectives and a series of decision-making questions to 
help assess Local Plan options and reasonable alternatives. These are set out below 
alongside the Suffolk-wide themes and the SEA directive topics.  
 
Table 6: East Suffolk SEA framework 

Suffolk SEA 
topic 

East Suffolk SEA 
objective 

Guide Questions SEA directive topic 

Accessibility  1. To improve 
access to key 
services and 
facilities 

• Will it improve 
accessibility to key 
local services and 
facilities? 

• Material 
assets 

• Climatic 
factors 
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• Will it support travel by 
sustainable modes? 

• Will it contribute to the 
provision of public 
open spaces? 

• Will it help to enhance 
the connectivity of 
more remote, rural 
settlements? 

• Landscape  

• Human 
health 

• Population 

• Air 

Housing   
 

2. To meet the 
housing 
requirements of 
the whole 
community 

• Will it provide 
sufficient housing to 
meet need and 
demand? 

• Will it provide a mix of 
housing according to 
local need and 
affordability? 

• Will it increase the 
affordability of 
housing? 

• Will it support the 
delivery of homes that 
can be adapted to 
support independent 
living for older and 
disabled people? 

• Human 
health 

• Population 

Community, 
Health and 
wellbeing  

3. To improve the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
population and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

• Will it help to improve 
the health of the 
community? 

• Will it encourage active 
lifestyles? 

• Will it improve access 
to health and social 
care facilities?  

• Human 
health 

• Population 

4. To reduce crime 
and anti-social 
behaviour 

• Will it create a safe and 
secure environment? 

• Human 
health 

• Population 

5. To reduce 
deprivation 

• Will it produce 
balanced and mixed 
communities? 

• Will it reduce poverty 
and social exclusion in 
those areas most 
affected? 

• Human 
health 

• Population 
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• Will it reduce 
unemployment? 

Economy and 
employment  

6. To maintain and 
improve levels of 
education and skills 
in the population 

• Will it increase the 
provision of education 
and childcare facilities? 

• Will it contribute to 
training opportunities?  

• Will it encourage 
people with high level 
qualifications to 
remain, return or move 
to the District? 

• Human 
health 

• Population 

• Material 
assets 

7. To achieve 
sustained and 
resilient economic 
growth 

• Will it improve the 
resilience of business 
and the economy? 

• Will it promote growth 
in key sectors? 

• Will it improve 
economic performance 
in disadvantaged 
areas? 

• Will it enhance the 
viability and vitality of 
town centres? 

• Will it support the rural 
economy? 

• Will it contribute to the 
tourist economy? 

• Human 
health 

• Population 

• Material 
assets 

Transport   
 

8. To encourage 
efficient patterns of 
movement and 
promote 
sustainable travel  

• Will it promote the use 
of sustainable travel 
modes and reduce 
dependence on the 
private car? 

• Will it reduce 
commuting? 

• Will it increase the 
proportion of freight 
transported by rail or 
other sustainable 
modes? 

• Air 

• Climatic 
factors 

• Human 
health 

• Population 
 
 
 

Pollution 
(noise + air)  

9. To maintain and 
where possible 
improve air quality 
and reduce noise 
pollution. 

• Will it protect and 
improve air quality?  

• Does the proposal 
minimise noise 
pollution caused by 

• Air 

• Climatic 
factors 

• Human 
health 
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traffic and commercial 
uses?  

• Biodiversity 

• Fauna 

Natural 
Resources  

10. To conserve 
natural resources 

• Will it minimise the 
loss of undeveloped 
greenfield land to 
development? 

• Will it minimise loss of 
the best and most 
versatile agricultural 
land to development? 

• Will it reduce waste or 
increase recycling 
rates? 

• Will it conserve water 
resources? 

• Will it promote 
sustainable use of 
minerals? 

• Soil 

• Material 
assets 

• Human 
health 

• Landscape  

• Climatic 
factors 

• Biodiversity 

• Flora  

• Fauna 

• Water 

Climate 
change  

11. To reduce 
contributions to 
climate change and 
mitigate the effects 

• Will it ensure suitable 
adaptation to climate 
change? 

• Will it reduce 
emissions of 
greenhouse gases 
/head of population by 
reducing energy 
consumption? 

• Will it increase the 
proportion of energy 
needs being met by 
renewable sources? 

• Climatic 
factors 

• Water 

• Air 

• Biodiversity  

• Flora  

• Fauna 

• Landscape 

• Human 
health 

12. To reduce 
vulnerability and 
increase resilience 
to extreme 
weather events 
and flooding which 
may be caused by 
climate change 

• Will it reduce the risk 
of coastal erosion? 

• Will it contribute to the 
mitigation of the 
impacts of coastal 
erosion? 

• Will it minimise the risk 
of flooding to people 
and property from 
rivers and 
watercourses? 

• Will it reduce the risk 
of damage to people 
and property from 

• Climatic 
factors 

• Water 

• Biodiversity  

• Flora  

• Fauna 

• Landscape 

• Human 
health 

• Population  



East Suffolk Local Plan 
Draft Strategic Environmental Assessment Scoping Report 

June 2026  
 

extreme weather 
events? 

Biodiversity  13. To conserve and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity 

• Will it maintain and 
enhance European 
designated nature 
conservation sites? 

• Will it maintain and 
enhance nationally and 
locally designated 
nature conservation 
sites?  

• Will it avoid 
disturbance or damage 
to protected species 
and their habitats? 

• Will it contribute to the 
delivery to the LNRS 
priorities? 

• Will it protect and 
enhance sites, features 
and areas of geological 
value in both urban 
and rural areas? 

• Will it lead to the 
creation of new 
habitat? 

• Climatic 
factors 

• Biodiversity  
• Flora  
• Fauna 
• Landscape 
• Human 

health 
• Water 
• Cultural 

Heritage 
• Soil 

Historic 
Environment  

14. To conserve and 
where appropriate 
enhance areas and 
assets of historical 
and archaeological 
importance 

• Will it protect and 
enhance buildings, 
monuments, sites, 
places, areas and 
landscapes of heritage 
interest or cultural 
value? 

• Will it protect and 
enhance sites, features 
and areas or 
archaeological value in 
both urban and rural 
areas? 

• Will it enhance 
accessibility to and the 
enjoyments of cultural 
heritage assets? 

• Cultural 
Heritage 

• Material 
Assets 
 

Landscape  15. To conserve and 
enhance the 
quality and 

• Will it protect and 
enhance landscape 

• Cultural 
Heritage 
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distinctiveness of 
landscapes and 
townscapes 

character and 
townscapes? 

• Will it conserve and 
enhance the National 
Landscape? 

• Will it protect and 
enhance settlements 
and their setting within 
the landscape? 

• Will it protect the 
special character and 
setting of the coast and 
estuaries? 

• Will it reduce the 
amount of derelict, 
degraded and 
underused land? 

• Material 
assets 

• Biodiversity 

• Soil 

• Climatic 
factors 

• Flora 

• Fauna 
 

Water 16. To conserve and 
enhance water 
quality and 
resources 

• Will it support the 
achievement of Water 
Framework Directive 
Targets? 

• Will it protect and 
improve the quality of 
inland waters? 

• Will it protect and 
improve the quality of 
coastal waters? 

• Will it promote 
sustainable use of 
water? 

• Will it maintain water 
availability of water 
dependent habitats? 

• Will it support the 
provision of sufficient 
water supply and 
treatment 
infrastructure in a 
timely manner to 
support new 
development? 

• Water 

• Biodiversity 

• Soil  

• Material 
assets  

• Landscape  

• Flora 

• Fauna 

• Human 
health 

• Climatic 
factors 

 

Relationship between East Suffolk SEA objectives and the SEA directive topics  

6.6 To ensure that all the necessary topics from the SEA directive have been covered in 
the proposed East Suffolk SEA Framework these have been cross checked below: 
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Table 7:  Cross check of SEA directive topics against East Suffolk SEA objectives 

SEA directive topics East Suffolk SEA objectives 

Biodiversity 9,10,11,12,13,15,16 

Population 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12  

Human health 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16 

Fauna 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16 

Flora 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16 

Soil 10, 13, 15, 16 

Water 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16 

Air 1, 8, 9, 11,  

Climatic factors 1, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16 

Material assets 1, 6, 7, 10, 14, 15, 16 

Cultural heritage 14, 15 

Landscape 1, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16 

 

Applying the Framework 

6.7 The SEA framework will be applied to assess all reasonable Local Plan site and policy 
alternative options. The assessments will ‘score’ the options against each of the objectives 
and provide a brief explanation of the score. The scoring will be set out as follows: 
 

++ significant positive effect 

+ minor positive effect 

0 Neutral/ negligible effect 

- minor negative effect 

-- significant negative effect 

? uncertain effect 

 
6.8 In judging the effects the SEA regulations dictate the following considerations:  

(a) the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects;  
(b) the cumulative nature of the effects;  
(c) the transboundary nature of the effects;  
(d) the risks to human health or the environment (for example, due to accidents);  
(e) the magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of the 
population likely to be affected);  
(f) the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to—  

(i) special natural characteristics or cultural heritage;  
(ii) exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values; or 
(iii) intensive land-use; and  

(g) the effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, Community 
or international protection status.  

 
6.9 In many cases the significance of an effect will be a matter for professional 
judgement, drawing on the above guidance and the guide questions set out in the SEA 
framework.  
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6.10 For all effects identified the permeance of the effect will also be considered as either 
permanent (irreversible) or temporary. For example a renewable energy proposal may only 
have temporary effects on the landscape if it is to be decommissioned after 20 years. 
The timescale of effect will also be considered, and an assessment made as the whether the 
impact will happen in the short term (5 years from adoption), medium term (10 years from 
adoption) or long term (beyond 20 years from adoption). 
 
6.11 As the Local Plan options develop, the mitigation of potential significant negative 
effects will also be considered. 
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7. Consultation and next steps (Task A5) 
7.1 To meet the requirements of the SEA Regulations, this Scoping report (including 
screening) is subject to consultation with the three statutory consultees (Environment 
Agency, Historic England and Natural England) and published for comment alongside the 
Local Plan Scoping consultation 10 June 2026 – 29 July 2026. Further detail on the 
consultation is available here: https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-
control/planning-policy-and-local-plans/new-local-plan 
 
7.2 Comments are invited on all sections of the document, and it would be helpful if 
comments could address the following key consultation questions: 

1. Are there any other plans and programmes that we should review as part of context 
review in Annex A? 

2. Are there any other sources of baseline information which we should consider? 
3. Do you have any other comments on the information collated in the baseline section 

or the analysis of that information? 
4. Have we identified the right key environmental issues and problems facing East 

Suffolk?  
5. Is the SEA framework appropriate and includes a suitable set of SA objectives?  
6. Do you have any other comments on the Scoping Report? 

 
7.3 Any responses must be received by 5pm on 29 July. 
 
7.4 Responses to the consultation consultees will be reviewed and appropriate 
amendments made Scoping Report where necessary. An updated Scoping Report will be 
published at the next stage of the Local Plan. 
 
  

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-local-plans/new-local-plan
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-local-plans/new-local-plan
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Email us            .  

 

Planning Policy and Delivery Team (Local Plans) 

Planningpolicy@eastsuffolk.gov.uk 

 

Development Management (Planning Applications) 

planning@eastsuffolk.gov.uk 

 

 

Call us             .  

 

Planning Policy and Delivery Team (Local Plans) 

01394 444557 / 01502 523029 

 

Development Management (Planning Applications) 

01502 523100 

 

 

Write to us        l 

 

 

East Suffolk Council 

Planning Policy and Delivery Team 

Riverside, 4 Canning Road, Lowestoft 

Suffolk NR33 0EQ 

 

This document is available in alternative formats and 

in different languages on request. If you need support 

or assistance to help you read and/or understand this 

document, please contact the Council using one of the 

methods above. 

 

www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planningpolicy 

 

 

@ 


