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East Suffolk District is split into 8 areas. Each
one has a ‘Community Partnership’ which is a
group of people that meet throughout the
year. 

Your local Community Partnership (CP) is the
Framlingham, Wickham Market, Kelsale
and Yoxford and villages CP. The group
brings together District Councillors, Town and
Parish Councillors, Local voluntary
organisations, health representatives and
various other colleagues in the area with local
knowledge and they discuss issues and
themes that are coming up for the area and
look at how to address these. This includes
funding solutions and projects from its
£25,000 budget. 
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Bringing partners

together

Our priorities

Transport
To increase awareness of transport
services available and work to ensure
gaps are filled

Mental and physical health
To promote the offer of existing health
resources and activities around
physical health, mental health, social
isolation and loneliness and dementia
and create new opportunities based
on identified gaps in provision

Community cohesion
 To enable communities to become
more interconnected and resilient,
through the sharing of skills, the
creation of community hubs, and
fostering local connections

Environment and biodiversity
To enable local people, community
groups and partners to work together
to protect nature and care for
biodiversity, encourage eco-friendly
lifestyles, and create more resilient and
self-sustaining communities

Covering such a large area, we try and
bring stakeholders together so groups,
councillors and professionals can find
out more about what each other is
doing and have a space to share
emergent needs, ideas and concerns.
Our CP meeting attendance often is
between 15 and 20 attendees.  

In April 2026, the Community
Partnership hosted a forum of local
stakeholders to come together,
network and discuss key issues in the
area. The Forum was attended by 50
local stakeholders and the day
featured a presentation and workshop
on social isolation and loneliness, a
session on local data and a range of
mini workshops on different topics
including community resilience,
funding and Greenprint Forum. 
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Examples of our impact

In 2026, the Community Partnership
supported Badingham Village Hall to make
changes to the hall’s acoustics. The hall had
applied for the district wide Village Hall
improvement fund and due to the fund
being oversubscribed, they missed out. The
Community Partnership then topped up the
fund to enable the work to happen. The
work was to make the facility more usable
and comfortable for members of the
community, many of whom are elderly or
have impaired hearing. The improvements
have been positively received and will
enable them to put on a wider variety of
events such as film nights and more
speaking and educational events.

In 2025, we funded The Nest in
Framlingham to deliver 3 twelve-
week placements for young
people (average age 14) who were
unable to attend education or
work full-time due to mental health
challenges. Each participant
attended one day per week,
engaging in animal care, creative
and practical activities including
woodworking, arts & crafts,
cooking, and gardening. Two felt
they had made an improvement
but would benefit from continuing
their time at The Nest. One decided
to return back to school which is
also a great step forward .
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“I am thrilled with the outcome which has
been immediately felt and thank East

Suffolk Community Partnership for
making this possible after our original

application was turned down”

The Nest Badingham Village Hall



    How can you

get involved?

Communities officer: Sam Kenward
sam.kenward@eastsuffolk.gov.uk 

             Applying for funding
There is also funding available to be applied
for! The CP has a £25,000 budget each year
and projects supported must meet one or
more of our priorities outlined on page 2.

             Sharing intelligence and insight
It is also important to make sure we are
keeping our finger on the pulse. If there are
particular issues facing residents, we want
to try and help on that - whether that is
sharing information about services that
could help or funding a solution. 

Get in touch!
If you need ad hoc help like funding
advice or general project guidance, or
you have an idea but quite sure how to
action, just reach out via contact
 details below! We are here to help!

Joining the Community Partnership -
the CP is a great platform for your group
to work with others to further benefit
local people. Through collaboration,
organisations support each other with
information and advice and we are able
to see what else we collectively can do
to support residents. The CP meets 4
times a year (2 hours per meeting) and
we tend to meet in April, July, November
and January. We rotate the venue so we
see lots of our rural patch.

If you would to join the CP, please email
Sam on the details below. Council reps
can be a councillor or clerk.

Can’t commit to meetings? We can
work something out so you can feed in!
Just reach out to Sam!

Options include:

Suffolk on Board Journey Planner –
www.suffolkonboard.com/ to plan getting
from A to B

Katch bus – Bookable bus between
Wickham Market, Framlingham,
Hacheston, Parham, Campsea Ashe,
Tunstall, and Snape.
www.katchalift.com/book-a-journey/ or
email katch@cats-paws.co.uk or phone
01728 635 939

Connecting Communities – Bookable bus
for parishes where no regular bus is
available.
www.communities.suffolkonboard.com/
book-a-journey/suffolk-coastal/ or
phone to 01728 635938 to book

Transport...
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