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Appendix 1:  
Glossary 
 
 
Agroforestry 
The integration of trees into a farming system, whilst maintaining or enhancing the farm’s 
main agricultural output. 
 
Ancient woodland  
An area that has been wooded continuously since at least 1600 CE. It includes ancient semi-
natural woodland (ASNW), plantations on ancient woodland sites (PAWS), ancient wood 
pasture and parkland (AWPP) and infilled ancient wood pasture and parkland (IAWPP). 
 
Biodiversity 
The variety of plant and animal life within an area. It represents complex, interdependent 
relationships between animals, plants, fungi and microorganisms and increased biodiversity 
can result in greater resilience to environmental stress and climate change. 
 
Canopy cover 
The proportion of ground area covered by projection of tree crowns, leaves and branches. 
 
Carbon sequestration  
The process of capturing and storing atmospheric carbon dioxide. It involves removing 
carbon through natural processes such as plants, soil and oceans, to prevent it from 
warming the atmosphere. 
 
Climate change (Global) 
Long term shifts in average global temperatures and weather patterns. Current climate 
change trends are related to the release of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gasses into 
the atmosphere, causing global temperatures to rise, resulting in long term changes to the 
climate.  
 
Deforestation 
The purposeful, permanent removal or clearing of forests and trees, converting land to non-
forest uses such as agriculture, mining or logging. 
 
Enabling 
Providing support, either through direct provision of a resource (such as free tree packs), a 
service (e.g. application form support), or other technical advice that helps to move delivery 
forward where it would not have happened otherwise, or would have happened more 
slowly or less effectively (e.g. schemes would not have been as sustainably designed had 
they not received our technical advice). 
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Food forest 
A forest cultivated with the intention of providing human food production. This may be 
through integrating food production to an existing forest, or by imitating a natural forest 
structure to create a low maintenance, high yield (usually fruit and nuts) food production 
system. 
 
Hedgerow 
A row of closely spaced trees that provide a border to an area such as a road or field. 
Hedgerows are usually planted in two staggered lines at roughly 30 cm apart, using two or 
three tree saplings per line, therefore creating a density of five or six trees per metre of 
hedgerow. The trees are regularly trimmed at the top, front and back, which then 
encourages them to grow sideways (towards each other), creating an interwoven lattice of 
branches that forms an effective, continuous natural boundary (hedge).  
 
Invasive non-native species (Trees) 
Species whose introduction and/or spread threaten biological diversity or have other 
unforeseen impacts. Most non-native species found today have been introduced through 
human activities, rather than arrived naturally.  
 
Landowners  
For the purposes of the Strategy, ‘landowners’ relates to East Suffolk residents that own 
land (from gardens to fields/large estates), businesses with land holdings, town and parish 
councils that own and manage their own open spaces, or other community groups that own 
or have long term leases on land suitable for tree planting. 
 
Landscape character  
The natural, human and cultural factors that give a landscape distinct sense of place. 
 
Match funding 
A funding system whereby an organization (in this case East Suffolk Council) matches the 
donations provided by businesses, organisations, groups or individuals to increase the total 
amount available to enable projects (in this case, tree planting or natural regeneration).  
 
Mitigation 
The act of reducing risk, through avoidance, reduction, or where this is not possible, 
adequate compensation for loss or change that would otherwise cause harm.  
 
National Landscapes 
The new name for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB); these are nationally 
protected landscapes recognised for their scenic, cultural, and/or ecological value. 
 
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs) 
Large scale infrastructure projects such as new power stations, airports, major roads, power 
lines, etc. NSIPs are treated separately from normal local authority planning processes due 
to their size and wider public benefits. 
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Native species 
Native trees are tree species that arrived in the UK naturally before its separation from the 
European land mass at the end of the last Ice Age. Having evolved alongside local wildlife 
over millennia, they play a vital role in supporting biodiversity. 
 
Natural regeneration  
The processes through which trees can become established without human intervention 
and are left to grow in place, supported with site or tree protection, and necessary 
maintenance works. Natural regeneration usually occurs through seed being carried, 
dropped, or planted by animals, or by being blown into sites on the wind. This process is 
also sometimes referred to as ‘natural colonisation’. 
 
Non-native species 
Non-native trees are tree species that arrived in the UK since its separation from the 
European land mass at the end of the last Ice Age. They usually have arrived through 
intentional human introduction (e.g. transported to the UK from other areas of the world 
for their ornamental value), or accidental introduction. Non-native species can be invasive 
or non-invasive, depending on whether or not and to what extent they cause ecological 
damage, such as by out-competing native species. ‘Non-native species’ also includes 
naturalised exotics, such as Sycamore and Sweet Chestnut. 
 
Permaculture 
The development of ecosystems that, working with natural processes, create a low 
maintenance, low-inputs, self-sufficient productive environment, such as a food forest. 
 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) 
Sustainable Drainage Systems are nature-based approaches to managing surface water 
runoff. They mimic natural drainage processes by slowing, storing and filtering water 
through features such as swales, rain gardens, ponds and permeable surfaces, helping 
reduce flood risk. 
 
Tree access equity 
The concept of different communities within a wider area all having easy and similar levels 
of access to trees via sustainable modes of transport and therefore have fair access to the 
benefits provided by trees. 
 
Treescape 
A landscape that is defined or characterised by a significant presence of trees, woodlands, 
or other similar features. 
 
Woodland 
Land covered by trees, either planted or naturally established. Woodland can vary in size, 
species mix, and management approach.  

 
 



 

5 

 

Appendix 2:  
Technical advice  
This appendix compiles seven technical advice notes on: 

1. Submitting your site and scheme to the Planting Site Assessment Tool (PSAT) 
2. Planting and maintaining trees 
3. Natural regeneration and the process of woodland establishment 
4. Guide to our key delivery partners and East Suffolk Council funding schemes 
5. Schools, parish councils, and other community woodland projects 
6. Agroforestry, food forests, and community orchards 
7. Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) and protecting trees in conservation areas 

 

Technical Advice Note 1:  
Submitting your site and scheme to the Planting Site Assessment 
Tool (PSAT) 
 
This technical advice note covers guidance related to basic site assessment, initial 
planting/natural regeneration scheme design, the PSAT’s key questions, and what to expect 
following submission.  
 

The Planting Site Assessment Tool (PSAT): what is it? 
East Suffolk Council are offering free technical advice, free trees (for smaller proposals, 
subject to funding availability), and EWCO/MORE scheme application support services for 
tree planting and/or natural regeneration proposals on suitable sites in East Suffolk.  

If you would like to access these services, you will need to submit the relevant information 
about your site and proposal to the council’s Planting Site Assessment Tool (PSAT).  

The PSAT is an online form that we have created to collect the information our officers need 
to do suitability assessments of sites and proposals put forward by our communities. We 
recommend you read this technical advice note before submitting your site and proposal to 
the PSAT.  

The PSAT will be used for sites and proposals of all types and sizes – from back gardens with 
space for a few trees to large areas of land for new woodland – all sites and proposals will 
start their process through the PSAT.  
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Any East Suffolk landowners or people with explicit permission from the landowner to 
plant/regenerate trees on their land can apply for East Suffolk Council support via the PSAT, 
except those looking to plant trees for commercial purposes (e.g. timber plantations).  

The PSAT will ask you a series of questions to help us understand your site, your proposal, 
and what support we may be able to provide. It should not take you more than 10 minutes 
to complete the PSAT if you have already read this Technical Advice Note and have collected 
the relevant information. The questions for all three parts of the PSAT are listed below, 
which will then be followed by guidance.  

The Planting Site Assessment Tool (PSAT): the process 
Part 1: You 

Part 1 of the PSAT asks for basic contact information (name, telephone, email address, 
delivery address) and confirmation that the person completing submitting the site/proposal 
to the PSAT: 

• Is the landowner, or otherwise has explicit permission from the landowner to 
plant/enable regeneration of trees and/or hedgerow on this site. 
 

• Is happy to facilitate a site visit if advised that this is needed to complete the officer’s 
assessment.  
 

• Is not proposing a scheme that is included as part of a planning application or 
required through a planning permission. 
 

• Is not seeking funding for my scheme from other funds/grant schemes at the same 
time.  

If your answer to any of these pre-requisite questions is ‘no’, then unfortunately you will not 
be able to submit your site/proposal to the PSAT.  

Part 2: Your site (site assessment) 

Part 2 of the PSAT asks you for key basic site assessment questions. This is to help the officer 
gain a good initial overview of your site’s capacity, constraints, opportunities and overall 
suitability for new tree planting/natural regeneration. This will then support their own more 
technical site assessment process, and help determine what kind of support you will be 
eligible for if your site and the fundamentals of your proposal (to be covered under Part 3) 
are found to be suitable. The key questions are: 

• Site name and address/location 
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• Do you have an annotated map showing the extent of your site, and the areas you want 
to plant/let regenerate with trees? 
 

• Site type  
• Domestic garden 
• Agricultural (actively farmed) 
• Former agricultural (no longer farmed) 
• Managed grassland field or former paddock 
• Highways land or adjacent to highways land  
• Land adjacent to a river or stream 
• Grounds of school or other education or community facility   
• Common land 
• Public open space (e.g. park, village green) or other (please describe) 

 
• Agricultural land quality: if applicable, is your site known to be on high quality (best and 

most versatile) agricultural land?   
 

• Does your site have any known potential constraints? 
• Heathland, acid grassland, flowering meadows, river meadows, coastal 

environments, or other potentially sensitive habitat 
• Flooding (any source) 
• Services underground or overhead 
• Archaeological value 
• Compacted soil 
• Contaminated soil 
• Near a watercourse or waterbody (river, stream, ditch etc.) 
• Close to a Public Right of Way 
• Other (please describe) 

 
• Does your site have any known form of protection status?  

• Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
• County Wildlife Site (CWS) or Roadside Nature Reserve (RNR) 
• National Landscape area (formerly AONB) 
• Within SAC, SPA, or Ramsar, or in close proximity 
• Other (please describe) 

 
• Is your site already secure from grazing animals (e.g. deer, rabbits) or do you need 

support for tree protection (e.g. fencing / tree guards)? 
• Secure 
• Not secure and needs securing with fencing  
• Not secure but I intend to use tree guards 
• Other (please provide more details) 
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Part 3: Your proposal  
Part 3 of the PSAT asks the following questions related to your vision for your proposed tree 
planting/regeneration scheme: 

• What kind of scheme do you have in mind? 
• Hedgerow only (fewer than 500 trees) 
• A mix of hedgerow and trees (fewer than 500 trees in total) 
• Trees (fewer than 500 trees) 
• Community or school woodland (fewer than 500 trees) 
• Community orchard/food forest 
• Hedgerow only (500+ trees) 
• A mix of hedgerow and trees (500+ trees) 
• Trees only (500+ trees) 

• Agroforestry  
• Other (please specify) 

 
• Are you intending to plant some or all of your site, or are you exclusively looking at 

creating natural regeneration areas?  
• Planting only 
• Natural regeneration only  
• Mix of planting areas and regeneration areas 
• Other/I’m not sure yet (please specify)  

 
• (If applicable) How many trees are you looking to plant in total? 

 
• (If applicable) What is the total area you intend to leave to naturally regenerate? 

 
• What are your main priorities for tree planting (including hedgerow creation) or natural 

regeneration? (Please select all that apply). 
• Increase populations and biodiversity of wildlife 
• Increase populations and biodiversity of trees  
• Improve environmental quality (e.g. air quality, visual screening) 
• Increase attractiveness of the site 
• Wood 
• Food 
• Carbon sequestration 
• Soil quality improvements 
• Improving site drainage/reducing flooding 
• Health and wellbeing of livestock 
• Commemorative  
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• Other (please specify) 
 

• (If applicable) How will you plant your trees?  
• My household/my organisation 
• I’ll need contractor or volunteer help – fewer than 500 trees 
• I’ll need contractor or volunteer help – more than 500 trees 
• Other (please specify) 

 
• Is there anything else you would like to tell us about your site or scheme?  

 

Part 2: Providing an annotated map of your site and proposed scheme  
The PSAT form will also ask you if you would like to upload an annotated map showing your 
site’s characteristics, the areas of your site you propose to plant/let naturally regenerate, 
and any additional details it would be helpful for officers to see mapped. It can be as simple 
as a shape drawn over a basemap that shows the area(s) where you want to 
plant/regenerate trees, or it can be quite detailed with annotations (e.g. showing areas that 
tend to flood, any underground pipes you know of, etc.).  

A detailed indicative plan would be particularly useful if you already have quite a clear 
‘vision’ for your scheme, and/or you or consultants (if applicable) have already produced 
these materials– it’s entirely up to you. Whilst this would be helpful it is by no means 
essential. 

The PSAT includes a question with a file drop box section so you can upload the indicative 
plan to the form, if you have one. This could be scanned image of a hand drawn plan, or 
could be a digitally created file, such as one produced in a type of GIS. PDFs, JPEGs or PNGs 
are accepted.  

If you do not have an indicative plan already, the PSAT will ask you to draw a basic shape on 
a digital map that shows us the main planting/regeneration area you have in mind, and then 
you can simply provide some written details on your site/proposal in the questions that 
follow, if you have more information to share. It is also perfectly fine if you are at an early 
stage in considering tree planting/regeneration on your site and are exploring this option in 
principle only.  

The PSAT’s questions are mainly optional to allow for this, though the more information you 
can provide, the more informed our officer’s initial site and proposal assessment and 
recommendations.  
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Part 2: helpful links 
Following submission of your site and proposal to the PSAT, the officer reviewing your 
site/proposal will do a comprehensive desktop assessment of your site – the PSAT requests 
only basic information that you can reasonably obtain. However, if you would voluntarily 
like to go deeper with your own site assessment, perhaps out of interest or so you can feel 
more informed when designing your proposed scheme, some helpful free and relatively 
easy to use tools you could use are:  

• The Historic Environment Record (HER) for Suffolk search tool and Suffolk Heritage 
Explorer map – https://heritage.suffolk.gov.uk/  
 
The interactive map allows you to quickly locate your site and check it for archaeology 
and heritage assets, including buried and above-ground undesignated assets 
(Monuments), Scheduled Monuments, listed buildings, registered parks and gardens, as 
well as check if any records of heritage assessments/archaeological investigations exist 
for the site (Events). Clicking the polygon shapes or icons will provide you with high-level 
information on what is protected, its level of protection, and any associated archived 
records. You can also use the Historic Environment Record for Suffolk search tool for this 
purpose, if preferred. For questions on how to use the HER, or to request to view 
archived records, you can contact the HER directly via the contact options available 
here: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/culture-heritage-and-leisure/suffolk-archaeological-
service/the-historic-environment-record.  
 

• Historical maps from the National Library of Scotland – 
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-
side/#zoom=15.3andlat=52.09557andlon=1.31997andlayers=6andright=ESRIWorld  
 
This interactive map allows you to see how your site has changed over time, including 
any previous tree or hedgerow cover, or other relevant natural features or uses of the 
land that may impact today’s soil conditions. You can set the map up in side-by-side 
view for easy comparison and can pick from a list of different historical map layers in the 
layer panel, dating as far back as 1798.  
 

• The Forestry Commission Map Browser –  
https://www.forestergis.com/Apps/MapBrowser/  
 
The Forestry Commission’s Map Browser provides a comprehensive data base of 
environmental information. For proposers, the most useful data is likely to be under the 
constraints data layer (NB: each individual layer needs to be switched on for it to be 
displayed) – such as protection designations, priority habitats and ancient woodlands, 

https://heritage.suffolk.gov.uk/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/culture-heritage-and-leisure/suffolk-archaeological-service/the-historic-environment-record
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/culture-heritage-and-leisure/suffolk-archaeological-service/the-historic-environment-record
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/#zoom=15.3&lat=52.09557&lon=1.31997&layers=6&right=ESRIWorld
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/#zoom=15.3&lat=52.09557&lon=1.31997&layers=6&right=ESRIWorld
https://www.forestergis.com/Apps/MapBrowser/
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(some) heritage assets, and Flood Zone 2 and 3 flood risk.  
 

• The Environmental Agency’s flood risk maps –  https://check-long-term-flood-
risk.service.gov.uk/map  

 
These maps provide detailed surface water and rivers and sea flooding map layers, and 
display extent and depth data according to annual likelihood of flooding.    

 
• The National Biodiversity Network Trust’s Atlas (interactive map) –  

https://records.nbnatlas.org/explore/your-area#52.1049|1.3367|13|Plants  
 
This interactive map allows you to search and explore the immediate area around your 
site for reported species of animals and plants. Though it will not be an exhaustive list of 
all species present, it can give you a greater feel for the environments and species 
immediate to your site, and where the greatest opportunities might be to expand or 
otherwise complement the existing habitats for nearby wildlife.  
 

• Suffolk County Council’s Definitive Map –  https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-
transport/public-rights-of-way-in-suffolk/view-definitive-maps-of-public-rights-of-way   
The definitive maps are useful for the officer to check whether there are any Public 
Rights of Way over the land that may impact where new trees should be enabled. This is 
particularly valuable where the walked line of PRoWs differs from that recorded on the 
definitive map.   

Part 3: Designing your proposed tree planting/regeneration scheme 
This section is intended to help you identify the right trees, in the right place, for the right 
reason – even if this is just an initial steer to help you complete the PSAT – and then our 
officers can help you to finalise your proposal. This section will therefore cover some of the 
key considerations for the design of tree planting/natural regeneration proposals. However, 
please do not worry if you are still unsure or would prefer to defer to the expertise of our 
officers (and for larger sites, our key delivery partners), that is also perfectly fine as we will 
support you through this process. 

Providing clear information in the PSAT on what you want out of your project will help the 
officer understand your priorities. This may then influence the recommendations and advice 
the officer provides you with, and (if applicable, for smaller proposals) the tree pack(s) we 
then offer you. 

Part 3: What are my motivations for planting? 
To begin, first consider what your priorities are for your proposed tree planting and/or 
natural regeneration scheme – what has motivated you to want to create greater tree cover 
and/or hedgerows?  

https://check-long-term-flood-risk.service.gov.uk/map
https://check-long-term-flood-risk.service.gov.uk/map
https://records.nbnatlas.org/explore/your-area#52.1049|1.3367|13|Plants
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/public-rights-of-way-in-suffolk/view-definitive-maps-of-public-rights-of-wayv
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/public-rights-of-way-in-suffolk/view-definitive-maps-of-public-rights-of-wayv
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Examples of motivations could include: producing a type of resource (fruit, nuts, forage for 
livestock, wood for fuel or crafting materials, etc.), providing an ecosystem service (e.g. 
managing surface water flooding on site, improving soil or water quality, etc.), improving 
biodiversity on the site, memorial planting, visual screening, or simply to increase the 
beauty and amenity value of a site. Please see Table 1 in the following section for a more 
detailed list of examples, and suggested tree species.  

Which tree species mix should I choose for my site? 
Secondly, you should consider what you have learned through your own site assessment, 
and how that has set at least some basic parameters for constraints and opportunities on 
your site. Every site will have its own characteristics (e.g. soil type, existing species on site, 
overhead power lines, etc.) and environmental context that will create capacity, 
opportunities and constraints for that site – and ultimately influence the mix of native tree 
species that would be appropriate for that site, and where and how many of each of them 
should be planted.  

The key high-level principles for sustainable tree planting can be summed up as ensuring the 
scheme plants ‘the right tree(s), in the right place, for the right reason’, and where trees are 
being planted, that they are planted during the right season (winter). We would always 
encourage the selection of native tree species, unless there are specific reasons why non-
native trees are best suited to the site and the motivations for planting (e.g. creating a 
community orchard).  

Having a broad, diverse, but still site-appropriate mix of tree species will provide 
biodiversity and resilience benefits, provided the layout reflects the respective species 
preferences for sunlight, space, water, soil conditions, and so on as relevant. Particularly for 
woodlands, a species mix with a healthy level of biodiversity will help to support overall 
resilience, the creation of habitat, as well as enhanced enjoyment of the woodland.  

As set out in the ‘Trees, landscaping, green routes and sustainable drainage systems’ 
section of the Healthy Environments SPD (2024, pages 72-74), we would recommend aiming 
for no more than 30% of any one family (e.g. Rosaceae), 20% of any one genus (e.g. Prunus), 
or 10% of any one species (e.g. Prunus cerasus – sour cherry) is included in any tree planting 
scheme’s species mix.  

Well-planned tree schemes will therefore create a species mix and quantity of trees that 
reflects the planting site’s characteristics and the needs and characteristics of those trees. It 
will also reflect the landowner’s motivations for planting, accessibility and risk factors, and 
maintenance requirements.  

It is appreciated that finalising the species selection requires advanced knowledge of trees – 
the following table, Table 1, is offered as an indicative guide to give you a starting platform 
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from which you can submit a proposal and have a more focused discussion with one of our 
officers, therefore helping to speed up the process.   

 

Table 1: Site characteristics, priorities and recommended native species 
 
Site characteristics/priorities  Recommended native species 
Clay soil types preferred  
(tend to be in the western areas 
of East Suffolk, to the west of 
the treescape line) 
 

Pedunculate Oak, Sessile Oak, Hornbeam, Linden 
(Small Leaved Lime), Field Maple, Black Poplar, Wild 
Service Tree, Wild Cherry, Crab Apple, Guelder Rose, 
Hawthorn, Hazel, Holly, Spindle. 
 

Sandy or loamy soil types 
preferred 
(tend to be to the eastern areas 
of East Suffolk, east of the 
treescape line)  
 

Sessile Oak, Silver Birch, Crab Apple, Hawthorn, Rowan, 
Common Whitebeam, Sweet Chestnut, Scots Pine. 
 

Tolerant of different soil types 
(Can be used flexibly in different 
locations) 
 

Blackthorn, Crab Apple, Dogwood, Elder, Hawthorn, 
Holly, Wild Pear, Black Poplar, Dog Rose, Whitebeam, 
Silver Birch. 

Coastal environments  
(Tolerant of salt laden winds) 

Sycamore, Aspen, Holm Oak, Sessile Oak, Swedish 
Whitebeam, Rowan, Sea Buckthorn (native to east 
coast of England, for coastal areas only).  
 

Acid grassland and heathland Acid grassland and heathland (common in our National 
Landscape areas) are better not planted with trees.  
 
Trees that naturally regenerate in these areas are often 
removed to conserve habitat integrity.  
 

Small gardens or other spaces 
needing smaller trees 
 

Rowan, Hawthorn, Field Maple, Whitebeam, Holly, 
Crab Apple, Silver Birch.   

Large gardens or other spaces 
that want large trees 
 

Linden (Lime), Sweet Chestnut, Oak, Hornbeam, Scots 
Pine, Black Poplar, Field Maple.  
 

Reducing flooding or sites with 
significant flooding 
 

Common Alder, Willow spp, Pedunculate Oak, Poplar 
spp, Aspen, Silver Birch, Downey Birch, Bird Cherry. If 
you are considering planting near a main river, talk to 
the Environment Agency to ensure it is allowed in your 
area before completing the PSAT. 
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Increasing shade and shelter, 
including shelter belts 
 

Any tree, subject to soil compatibility. 

Hedging for enclosure and visual 
screening 

Hornbeam, Yew (though please consider toxicity), and 
Beech (on deep, rich soils and supported by watering). 

Hedgerows and field edges 
 

Hawthorn, Hazel, Holly, Blackthorn, Field Maple, 
Spindle, Elder, Dog Rose, Dogwood, Guelder Rose. 
 

Increasing wildlife habitat for 
existing species and or 
increasing biodiversity on site 
 

Alder, Birch, Crab Apple, Elder, Hawthorn, Hazel, Holly, 
Wild Privet, Rowan, Willow. 

Producing food  
 

Crab Apple (fruit), Hazel (nuts), Walnut (nuts), Wild 
Pear (fruit), Elder (flowers fermented to make cordial), 
Wild Service Tree (fruit), Sea Buckthorn (fruit; native to 
east coast of England, for coastal areas only), Rowan 
(fruit), Linden (young leaves and flowers), Hawthorn 
(young leaves and fruit), Blackthorn (fruit), Sweet 
Chestnut (nuts), Wild cherry (fruit), Juniper (fruit, for 
use sparingly as a spice), Silver Birch (birch water). 
 
For community orchards and community food forests, 
see Technical Advice Note 6.  
 

Adding colour and texture to 
gardens or landscaped areas 
 

Spindle, Holly, Guelder Rose, Rowan, Whitebeam, Field 
Maple, Common and Midland Hawthorn (for flowering 
in spring and autumn/winter red fruit), Wild Cherry 
(flowering in spring and red leaves in the autumn, 
though not well suited to small gardens), Silver and 
Downey Birch (attractive bark and light canopy cover). 
 

Street trees or other urban 
environments  
 

The best street/hardscape trees are non-native, and 
ideally of a narrow upright form developed in specific 
varieties (fastigiate). See the Suffolk Design: Streets 
Guide (2022 and later updates) for guidance on street 
trees in Suffolk, and T-DAG’s Trees in 
Hard Landscapes: A Guide for Delivery (2014 or later 
updates) for general guidance.  
 
Tree species that are recommended in other urban 
environments, such as in green open spaces and 
gardens, due to their tolerance of poor air quality, 
heat, drought conditions, and/or flexibility to be 
planted in a wide range of soil types, include:  

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/planning-and-development-advice/suffolk-design-guide-for-residential-areas
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/planning-and-development-advice/suffolk-design-guide-for-residential-areas
https://www.tdag.org.uk/trees-in-hard-landscapes.html
https://www.tdag.org.uk/trees-in-hard-landscapes.html


 

15 

 

 
Large canopy trees  
London Plane, Common Lime, Small and Large Leaved 
Limes, Ginko, Pedunculate and Sessile Oaks, Red Oak, 
and Sycamore.  
 
Medium canopy trees  
Silver Birch, Hornbeam, Norway Maple, and Field 
Maple.  
 
Small canopy trees 
Rowan and Whitebeam.  
 
Hedgerow  
Yew, Holly, Hornbeam, and Privet.  
 

Crafting or household materials 
 

Willow (particularly osier, black maul, or purple willow) 
Horse Chestnut (laundry liquid – made from crushing 
and soaking them to extract the saponins), Pine (cones 
and wood), Silver Birch.  
 

Construction and carpentry 
materials 

Oak, Sweet Chestnut, Walnut, Wild Cherry, Scots Pine, 
Field Maple. 
 

Fuel materials 
 

Oak, Hornbeam, Ash, Hawthorn, Holly. 

Sites that need quick tree cover Fast growing species such as Silver Birch, Willows, and 
Poplar. 
 

 

Part 3: Other matters to consider with designing tree species mix 
Different tree species have different preferences when it comes to soil type, water 
requirements, altitude, and ‘social’ context. They have different tolerance thresholds, such 
as for air pollution, drought/flood, etc., and some may have key implications to consider. 
Examples of this include the extent of their water intake (which can cause structural risk to 
buildings, particularly older buildings with shallow foundations) and the height and canopy 
spreads as they reach maturity (e.g. could block natural light to neighbouring properties, or 
cause risk to life/injury from falling branches when planting over public footpaths).  

Most trees are highly ‘social’ in that they grow best in the company of other trees, 
compared with when planted alone; this allows them to communicate and share resources 
with each other through their root systems. However, some trees are markedly ‘anti-social’ 
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– preferring to compete by supressing the growth of others around them. In the UK, a key 
example of this is the black walnut tree (Juglans nigra).  

Some tree planting schemes may need high levels of access, maintenance, and/or means of 
protection (such as from deer and small mammals). Examples of this could include 
community orchards, which need good access by volunteers for harvesting and 
maintenance, and may benefit from fencing and/or netting to protect the crop, or a 
community woodland, which the community may be especially keen to ensure is accessible 
for people of all levels of mobility, through the approach to footpath design and surface 
treatments through the woodland areas. These factors therefore also need to be 
considered in site selection and/or scheme design and any impact mitigation actions 
needed identified as early as possible.  

Other key factors to consider in scheme sustainability are embodied carbon, and the 
scheme’s overall resilience to future anticipated climate change impacts (e.g. dynamic 
conditions of drought and flood). Where reasonably possible (considering project 
timeframe, scheme costs if not using active planting grant schemes, whether there are 
nearby enough trees to blow in colonising species, etc.) we would recommend leaving land 
to naturally regenerate with trees rather than proactively plant them.  

Key factors to consider for street trees include tolerance to dynamic root conditions, 
resilience to air pollution, vandalism, and maintenance and safety factors such as the extent 
of their leaf/fruit drop, and how this might affect street conditions. 

The following tree species, or tree species and site context combinations, are less advisable 
in general, though suitability will vary from site to site.  

• Beech generally does not grow well in the East of England (particularly on sandy 
soils), due to drought conditions that often occur in the spring. We would therefore 
generally recommend avoiding beech unless on deep, rich soil (but not waterlogged) 
and with supplementary (rainwater) watering.  
 

• Trees that pose a toxicity risk, particularly in spaces with pets and small children, 
such as Yew. 
  

• Trees that can take over and dominate spaces if not well managed, such as Wild 
Cherry.  
 

• Tree species that do not prefer your site’s characteristics (as per above table) and are 
not a recognised flexible species.  
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• Non-native species, particularly those known to be invasive and harmful to 
habitats/wildlife. 
 

• Trees with high disease or pest risk, such as Ash, Sycamore, and some spruce species 
(in the East of England and South East of England). 
 

• Trees that are too large in canopy or root spread for your planting area, that might 
cause damage to buildings, amenity (e.g. overshadowing neighbour’s gardens), pose 
risk to people (e.g. will overhang a highway), or otherwise block sunlight for other 
trees or plants.  
 

• Trees that could do damage to nearby buildings or spaces (e.g. causing greater clay 
soil shrink-swelling cycles) due to higher water uptake. 
 

• Trees that have higher maintenance requirements than you are able to meet, 
particularly if it will be in a public open space, near a public right of way, or otherwise 
can be easily accessed by the public – e.g. frequent need for pollarding, or high levels 
of leaf/fruit drop in a hardscape environment.  
 

Part 3: Scheme layout – where should I plan new trees on my site? 
The answer to this question depends entirely on the species mix, the site characteristics, 
and what your key motivations for planting are.  

Key considerations for where on your site to plant/let trees naturally regenerate include: 

• Access to sunlight – this is most relevant for domestic gardens, urban open spaces, or 
otherwise partly overshadowed sites. 
 

• Biodiversity consider how you might be able to physically connect up areas of existing 
habitat through new woodland/hedgerow creation, thus creating wildlife ‘corridors’ 
(hedgerows or larger schemes directly joining up or further extending existing adjacent 
woodlands) or ‘stepping stones’ (for smaller schemes without direct access to existing 
woodland/hedgerow to extend or connect together).  
 

• Shelter or windbreaks for livestock – consider where on your site this would provide the 
most benefit.  
 

• Soil type – if the land you are planting has several soil types, tailoring the species mix 
and layout to the different soil type areas (likely applicable only to very large sites).  
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• Spacing, canopy height and canopy layering – In relative location to other trees, 
particularly in denser schemes (e.g. woodlands).  
 

• Proximity to sources of water (including irrigation/watering by hand, if relevant) – the 
flow of water over land, and/or flooding – particularly if a priority for a scheme is to 
better drain and manage flooding on otherwise open land, developed land, or a riparian 
area. 
 

• Proximity to utilities, highways and buildings (subsidence/structural damage risk from 
roots and water extraction, etc.) – Be careful not to plant trees too close to buildings. In 
particular, do not plant large or especially ‘thirsty’ tree species (e.g. willow, oak) close to 
buildings as they can cause danger and subsidence risk from roots and water intake.  
 
If relevant, plan in wayleave routes for utilities providers to access infrastructure on your 
site. 
 
Consider where trees may be unsuitable due to the potential to cause damage or pose a 
risk of danger to people. In a highway’s context, mature trees should not create a canopy 
overhanging the highway within 2.6m above any footway or verge and 5.2m above any 
carriageway. Within verges, tree root barriers are necessary if trees or hedges are 
planted within 2.5m of a surfaced pavement/footway, cycleway or carriageway. See the 
Suffolk Design: Streets Guide for guidance on street trees. 
 

• Accessibility for maintenance/use – particularly for fruit/nut trees or trees to be 
regularly pollarded, coppiced or otherwise cut back, or for community woodland 
creation; exclude any difficult to access areas, in case you need to access the trees to do 
important maintenance later.  
Similarly, you can also consider designing in rides (wide access routes for maintenance, 
usually of around five metres wide) and/or open areas of glade. If relevant, plan in 
wayleave routes for utilities providers to access infrastructure on your site.  
 

• Screening and containment – consider whether there are any areas/views you would 
rather block using trees or hedgerow, such as to increase privacy between yours and 
your neighbour’s land.  
 

• Leaf drop and any maintenance and/or slip risk implications (if applicable) – for trees 
that in close proximity to types of highway, particularly if it has a smooth bound surface 
treatment. 
 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/planning-and-development-advice/suffolk-design-guide-for-residential-areas
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Planting in domestic gardens  

If you are planting trees in a domestic garden, plant the tree(s) in a sunny spot, if possible. 
Good access to the morning sun is best for plants, generally. Give some thought to whether 
you want the tree(s) to shade an area, shelter (reduce the speed of wind), or screen views. If 
your tree species is likely to need plenty of water and annual maintenance, particularly 
whilst its young, we would recommend you plant it in an easily accessible and visible place 
to help you remember.  
 
Equally importantly, if applicable, have a look at the existing colours, textures, and levels in 
your outdoor space, and relative to this where your tree would look best. However, please 
also be considerate of how the tree(s) planting position may impact your neighbours’ light 
into their home or garden at maturity, and any leaf/wood drop issues it could cause.  

Woodland creation 

If you are creating a new woodland in a field by direct planting, the key factors will be the 
diversity and site-appropriateness of the species mix, the optimal placement of different 
species in relation to each other (e.g. appropriate spacing and relative canopy layering), and 
other site characteristics (e.g. proximity to a ‘soggy’ corner or stream would be best suited 
to species that best thrive near water, like willows and alder, or shrubs/minimal drop 
species being closest to footpaths as they may pose less risk or maintenance requirements, 
etc.).  

Urban locations 

If you have a small, relatively urban community site and your priority is to create a dense 
‘natural oasis’ woodland, a species mix that is high in shrubs will help to create canopy cover 
quickly. We would recommend looking into Miyawaki-style ultra-dense mini forests. You will  
also need to consider highways impacts (including Public Rights of Way) and access to 
infrastructure, if applicable.  

Agroforestry 

If creating field edge clusters, livestock shelter belts, or other agroforestry planting – the 
key factors will be the nutritional and medicinal value of the species for livestock, as well as 
being able to create enough mass and strength to create reliable containment and shelter 
around field edges. It’s also important to consider any species which may pose a risk to any 
livestock as several species can be problematic, especially to horses. In these instances, the 
Woodland Trust offer a tree mix that is equine friendly. 
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Part 3: How many trees should I plant/regenerate on my site? 
The recommended planting density for new woodland is generally considered as 3m apart,  
which is around 1,100 per hectare. The Forestry Commission’s preferred planting density is 
2.5m apart, which is 1,600 per hectare. In all new planting the density is uniform regardless 
of the size of the tree at maturity; as the woodland develops it will either naturally thins 
itself out or can be manually thinned to produce a wood product.  

Hedgerows are recommended to be planted as five or six saplings per metre, positioned in 
two offset staggered rows. 
 
The exact number (for planting schemes, a clearer estimate for regeneration schemes) will 
become clearer as you get into later more detailed stages of planning your scheme, 
however a rough estimate is useful even at principle and layout stage, as schemes over 500 
trees may be eligible for support from our key delivery partners, the Woodland Trust (MORE 
schemes) or the Forestry Commission (EWCO scheme). 
 

Part 3: What protection do I need? 
The PSAT will ask you what your intentions are to protect your site – giving you different 
options in case your site is already secured, or you would prefer not to secure it. There are 
several animals in East Suffolk that will eat young trees, including rabbits, voles, and deer. 
Deer are the greatest threat; East Suffolk has a high deer population that includes muntjac, 
red, fallow, roe, and Chinese water deer.  

We would strongly recommend any natural regeneration sites or planting sites where good 
quality tree tubes will not be used are fully fenced with deer fencing. For schemes eligible 
for the EWCO grant, the cost of fencing is likely to be included in the offer if the application 
is successful, however, proposers (landowners) of all other schemes will need to consider 
and pay for fencing themselves. Deer fencing is very expensive – usually around £15 per 
metre. We would recommend that unless you are strongly against deer fencing, you 
indicate in the PSAT that your preference would be to have it so our officers can 
subsequently discuss options with you.  

Completion and submission: what happens next? 
After you have submitted your site/proposal to the PSAT, an officer may request access to 
come and do an in-person assessment of your site. This will help to complete the 
information they need for their site assessment and to consider the details and suitability of 
your proposed tree planting/regeneration scheme.  
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Not all sites will need an in-person site assessment; the more complete and accurate the 
information is that you have provided through the PSAT, the more efficient the in-person 
site assessment process is likely to be. 

For larger sites of 500 or more trees, following submission of your PSAT and an officer’s 
desktop assessment, the officer may decide that an in-person assessment is better 
undertaken by the delivery partner that your scheme will be referred to (if your site/scheme 
has been identified as suitable for referral) rather than by themselves. Any site visits/in-
person site assessments will be organised with you and with your consent to access the site.   

 

Technical Advice Note 2:  
Planting and maintaining trees 
 

Introduction 
This advice note covers the practical elements of tree planting and maintenance.  

How to plant 
For all project types, we recommend you check the height and canopy spread of your tree 
species at maturity to benchmark the spacing needed between them. For new woodland 
creation, the rule of thumb is around 1,500 trees per hectare for small and medium sized 
native tree species; large tree species could be as low as 600 per hectare.  

Hedgerows are recommended to be planted as five or six saplings per metre, positioned in 
two offset staggered rows. 
 

Generally, measured trunk to trunk: 

• Smaller trees can be planted at around 2.5 metres from other trees. Small trees or 
shrubs (e.g. hazel and willow) can be planted closer together. 

• Medium trees can be planted at 3 metres, 
• Large trees can need up to 6 metres.  

Please note that it is likely that thinning will need to be carried out over time as part of a 
long-term management Strategy to ensure large canopy species can reach their full 
maturity. 

Hedgerows are usually planted in two staggered lines at roughly 30 cm apart of two or three 
tree saplings per line, therefore creating a density of five or six trees per metre of 
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hedgerow. They need to balance space to grow with the ability to create density through 
pollarding, that then encourages them to grow laterally and intertwine (creating the 
continuous mass characteristic of hedgerow). Hedgerows are often ‘punctuated’ at intervals 
of five to ten metres by a single tree that will not be trimmed and will instead be allowed to 
grow up to full height. 

We recommend you follow these instructions when planting (or transplanting) a tree:  

• Identify whether you can ‘pit plant’ (digging an appropriate sized hole – more effort but 
generally better for trees), or will need to ‘slit plant’ (creating a relatively small incision 
in the ground with a spade and placing the tree in the slit – less effort, not as supportive 
for the tree, but better in areas with stony soil and a better option for when you are 
planting large numbers of trees). ‘T-notch planting’ represents a ‘happy medium’ 
between the two but is not recommended in areas with clay soils. You can read more 
information on this via the Woodland Trust’s ‘how to plant’ webpage: 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/advice/how-to-plant  

• Plant your trees whilst they are in a dormant state – this is best done between 
November and late January, but not later than the end of February. Do not try to plant 
when the ground is frozen or saturated with water. 

• Keep the roots moist prior to the moment of planting – do not let them dry out – you 
can place them in a bucket of water and give them a soak for a couple of hours before 
they go in. Ideally, keep bare root trees protected in polythene bags up to the moment 
of planting.  

• Scrape off the top layer of vegetation (e.g. 
grass) at the planting spot. Don’t worry 
about it being rubble underneath as long 
as there’s some soil to get them into and 
started. Loosen the soil. 

• (If planting into a hole, rather than slit/t-
notch) Gently spread the roots as you 
place it into the hole, but without unduly 
damaging them. 

• Plant the tree to the same depth as the 
nursery soil mark, if you can identify this.  

• Gently firm it in and give it plenty of water. This helps settle the soil round the roots. 

• Ensure any stakes that are used do not damage the roots. For larger trees, hammer 
stakes in before placing the tree in the planting hole.  

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/advice/how-to-plant


 

23 

 

• Ensure stakes and tree protection (guards, etc.) are installed straight away. Or if 
installing fencing this should be in place before planting.  

Mulch around the trees with any organic matter available, even uncomposted woodchip 
(though be careful in sourcing this sustainably) or last year’s grass cuttings, and keep 
watering through the first few years. Ideally, we would recommend wool or coconut coir 
matting.  

Caring for your trees: early care 
Mulching and composting trees helps to feed them, retain water, and to suppress weeds. 
Keep one metre diameter around the tree clear of weeds and grass for the first 2-3 years 
and cover with a layer of organic material as a mulch. You can also actively weed around 
them whilst they are young to help this process. 

Keep your trees well-watered, especially when young. Aim to add a bucket of water per 
week when the tree is young, especially during dry weather, unless the weather has been 
very wet that week. Water them in the early morning or evening, so you don’t lose too 
much through evaporation. The exact amount of water required, and frequency depends on 
weather conditions, size of the tree and soil type. As a guide, a small standard tree may 
require between 20 to 50 litres per week during the  

main growing season and at least between 
April and September. Smaller trees such as 
whips may require less water but should be 
checked frequently and watered when required 
during the growing season. In the early stages 
of establishment, the frequency of watering is 
particularly important. 

Check your tree guards, stakes and canes: 
strong winds can damage them or blow them 
over so make sure any guards or canes are 
upright and pull up any grass or other weeds 
growing inside the guard. If your site is fenced, 
inspect its condition and integrity regularly.  

Voles can be present in high numbers in rough 
grassland, and they can graze the bark off 
young trees, which may be detrimental to plant 
growth or can kill very young trees. Keeping an area grass free around the base of the tree 
will help and small vole guards can be used if the area has been fenced and trees do not 
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already have tree guards for rabbit or deer protection.  
 

Caring for your trees: pruning, pollarding, coppicing, and felling 
Pruning is most relevant in a domestic setting, where it might be more of a priority for the 
trees to have aesthetic value, or for those cultivating fruits/nuts (as pruning may support 
higher productivity next season), such as for community orchards.  

Pollarding, coppicing and tree thinning are important in woodland settings for canopy 
management (i.e. to allow other trees and woodland plants to access sunlight) and will of 
course provide you with a wood product. Hedge trimming is very important, particularly 
whilst the hedgerow is younger, as it helps to ‘densify’ the hedge by encouraging the trees 
to grow laterally and interconnect with each other. Hedge trimming is also important in 
terms of managing highways impacts if it is adjacent to a type of highway – whether this is a 
road/footway, byway, bridleway or footpath.  

Felling may sometimes be necessary, such as due to disease risk, or if an inappropriate (i.e. 
invasive non-native) tree establishes itself and poses a threat to the integrity of the 
woodland. We would recommend you thoroughly research the correct approach for the 
tree species you are caring for – both in terms of technique and timing – before undertaking 
any works. If the tree is protected by a Tree Preservation Order or is in a conservation area, 
you will need to apply or notify us of the works. We would recommend the use of or 
consultation with a professional before undertaking tree work – especially if it is specialist 
work or at height – rather than doing it yourself. However basic pruning work should be 
accessible by most people.  
 

Technical Advice Note 3:  
Natural regeneration and the process of woodland establishment 
 

Introduction 
Natural regeneration is the processes through which trees can become established without 
human intervention (e.g. direct planting) and are left to grow in place, supported with site 
or tree protection (from animals that might eat younger trees), and necessary maintenance 
works. Natural regeneration usually occurs through seed being carried, dropped, or planted 
by animals, or by being blown into sites on the wind.  
 

How does natural regeneration start? 
Natural regeneration begins when:  
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• seeds have blown in on the wind and have found favourable enough conditions to 
germinate,  

• seeds that are dormant in the soil have been able to germinate,  
• seeds have been brought in and planted/dropped by wildlife (such as squirrels and 

jays, in bird droppings, or brought in on the fur of animals), and/or, 
• seeds can also be unintentionally brought in by people on accessible sites, such as 

those with Public Rights of Way through them, via their shoes/clothes.  

Successful natural regeneration requires a mix of appropriate tree species to eventually 
create a diverse and sustainable woodland, and wildlife habitat. The best way to support 
this is to select a site that can be set aside long term, secure it from grazing animals using 
appropriate fencing, and then leave it undisturbed besides minimal activity on demarcated 
paths/movement areas, and necessary maintenance.  

People scattering seeds or intentionally bringing in leaf litter to precipitate tree germination 
occupies a grey area between ‘planting’ and ‘natural regeneration’. However, if the selected 
seeds are suitable for the site’s environmental context and the landowner’s motivations for 
planting, these actions can still encourage early competition and cooperation between trees 
in a way that direct planting of one- or two-year-old saplings raised in cells in tree nurseries 
does not.  

What are the main stages of natural regeneration and woodland 
establishment? 
The below indicative stages are based on the typical timeframes for woodland 
establishment from natural regeneration; individual sites will vary:  
 
Years 0-20: Pioneer species move in 

The first 20 years or so of the woodland’s establishment will likely be through the moving in 
of recognised ‘pioneer species’, unless there are other factors at play – such as human 
efforts to ‘speed up’ regeneration but without direct planting (e.g. seed scattering, bringing 
in leaf litter, etc.). Pioneer species tend to be species that favour high levels of sunlight so 
do better in newer woodlands than established woodlands. They tend to grow fast, 
establish canopies quickly, mature quickly, often tolerate poorer and drier soils, produce 
high levels of seed that spread easily, and. The pioneer species you can expect in East 
Suffolk are:  

• Alder 
• Alder buckthorn 
• Aspen  
• Blackthorn 
• Bird cherry 

• Pedunculate and sessile oak  
• Hawthorn 
• Hazel 
• Rowan 
• Scots pine 
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• Silver and downy birch  • Willow 

 
Sites without surrounding trees are likely to be slower; sites without significant wildlife or 
human access to unintentionally ‘walk in’ seeds – or where no supplementary seed 
scattering or the bringing in of leaf letter, etc. – will also likely be slower.  

Years 20-50: Colonisation 

Non-pioneer species move in, increasing biodiversity and creating a more complete habitat 
for animals. More wildlife species move into the woodland as a result. The parent trees 
from the pioneers and early maturing colonisers will start to create further generational 
waves of trees over this period, outwardly expanding and densifying the woodland.  

Years 30-60: Canopy closure and establishment 

Around this time the woodland’s canopy will start to close, creating an overhead mass of 
tree foliage that allows relatively little view of the sky during the summer months. By this 
stage most of the trees in the woodland have or are nearly at maturity and have captured a 
significant amount of carbon in their bodies and the woodland’s soil. Original pioneer 
species (which tend to be fast growing, fast to mature, and shorter lived) will start to die by 
the end of this stage.  

Years 60+: Decomposition and nutrient cycling begins 

By this point, enough trees have been damaged or have died, that the woodland floor is 
deepening in bacterial and fungal species and processes, further enriching the soil’s nutrient 
base, and nourishing remaining and new trees.  
 

The key benefits of natural regeneration are: 
The established trees are likely to be healthier and more resilient to the impacts of 
climate change – trees are likely to have established and grown in the location they have 
because the soil, water, air and light conditions suited that species.  
 
The trees that survive to maturity are likely to be healthier due to having competed or 
effectively cooperated with other trees – enabling them to be the fastest growing and/or 
have the most resilient immune systems. They may also be genetically the most adapted to 
the conditions, and importantly, to the changing conditions, compared to other tree 
specimens of their species; these are the trees we will need to focus on propagating in the 
future.  
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It is in the interests of all organisms within our ecosystem that the trees of tomorrow are 
those that are most able to adapt (and help mitigate) the impacts of climate change. 

Lower additional water use and waste – this is particularly an advantage when compared 
with top watering (watering from above the tree with a hose or a watering can) with 
potable water (water that is of drinking water quality, such as water drawn from a kitchen 
tap). A significant amount of water doesn’t reach the tree’s roots when top-watering, 
especially as it gets older and the roots get deeper, and in warmer weather – around 25% 
can simply evaporate. Using potable water rather than rainwater also embodies the energy 
(and carbon) used in the water treatment and distribution processes, and costs whomever 
pays the water bill.  
 
Irrigation or funnelled water systems (such as tree pits with pipe inlets) are not much better 
if they still use potable water. Harvested rainwater is better used for watering fruit, 
vegetables and crops than for trees, which should be able to rely on rainfall to thrive. 

Less human time and energy – natural regeneration sites require minimal human time and 
energy beyond initial fencing/protection measures, and sustainable woodland management 
practices once more established.  

Lower cost – natural regeneration sites do not require the purchasing of trees or the paid 
labour of planting them (where applicable). They will still require appropriate protection 
measures such as fencing, especially in East Suffolk where deer numbers are high in most 
areas, and rabbits and voles are usually present.   

Less plastic and general material use – planting saplings is generally accompanied by single-
tree protection equipment to help the young tree get established – this is usually a type of 
tube (often plastic, usually recycled plastic) and either a cane or stake.  

Lower carbon emissions – the full process of raising trees in commercial and community 
nurseries, even when great care has been given to sustainability practices, will still embody 
more carbon, require more water use and will probably require at least a small amount of 
plastic use (e.g. compost bags), from germination to one year old sapling stage than a tree 
that has grown directly on site.  
 

The key cons of natural regeneration are: 
Less certainty over the speed at which regeneration will start, and little control over the 
eventual species mix, distribution and density of the future woodland – this is the main 
con. Natural regeneration relies on what is brought in naturally through wind, wildlife or 
unintentional walking in of tree seeds. In some instances, the mix may end up quite 
dominated by certain species, and/or not very diverse. If you are looking for a specific 
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species or mix of species to be included, for whatever reason, it may give you more 
certainty to directly plant at least some of the woodland area with these species.  
 
However, it is easy to observe the establishment of pioneer species early on and ‘panic’ that 
the process isn’t going well – it is best to leave it alone for at least 30-50 years before 
considering intervention, therefore allowing non-pioneer species a chance to move in.  

Not all sites are suitable – natural regeneration sites need enough trees and tree species 
diversity in the surrounding area to allow enough seeds of ‘pioneer species’ to reach the site 
and establish themselves. Wind dispersed seeds can expect to travel to around  20 to 200 
metres (depending on species) from parent trees, whilst wildlife distances can vary 
considerably; sites without surrounding trees may therefore take a long time to naturally 
regenerate, and may not regenerate in a way that creates a diverse and valuable woodland 
in accordance with the landowners motivations for planting, so may be better candidates 
for direct planting.  

It takes slightly longer – planting schemes tend to use one or two year old saplings, which 
gives a slight advantage in terms of early establishment, but natural regeneration is likely to 
be more healthy, robust and well adapted to the site’s conditions, and therefore grow more 
quickly and survive more reliably, particularly given the increasingly drought-like conditions 
during East of England springs.   

Planted trees are initially easier to count and monitor, and easier to agree maintenance 
plans for – this is simply due to the process of ordering and planting a set number of trees 
with a pre-determined species mix. However, over time the planted trees will create natural 
regeneration (now as parent trees), and wildlife may also bring new species in – particularly 
before the woodland’s canopy closes. After this starts to occur, manual counting and 
changes to agreements will need to be made.  

There could be more losses if not well protected, and fencing is expensive – this could be 
due to deer and small mammals if the regeneration site/areas are not protected with either 
perimeter fencing, or suitable group/single tree protection methods (as appropriate for the 
site, such as tree guards).  
 
Fencing is often included in agreed EWCO grants but is not included in MOREwoods or 
MOREhedges agreements. This means applicants for the latter schemes may have to cover 
fencing costs themselves if they want to secure their whole site. Fencing is quite expensive, 
particularly when compared to bulk purchases of plastic and cane individual tree guards. 
However, once in (and kept well maintained), they will protect everything within the site 
including all subsequent new trees following the woodland’s establishment. Installing group 
or individual tree guards on sites that are naturally regenerating may be costly and 
impractical. 
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Sites where only fencing is used are however potentially more vulnerable if the fencing fails 
or is otherwise damaged, and losses could be quite considerable if big populations move in 
(deer, or even misplaced livestock!). However, what must also be considered is resilience to 
adverse environmental conditions such as drought – in a dry spring, trees that have 
germinated naturally and have been left in place are likely to survive better than planted 
trees.  

How do I count and report trees that have established through natural 
regeneration? 
It is recommended that trees are not counted until they’re at least couple of years old 
(around 15-40cm in height, depending on species and conditions) so you can be confident 
that they have established well. Check also how healthy they are, and whether they are 
potentially too close to other trees, particularly if they are large tree species that require a 
lot of space. If they pass these basic tests, we recommend reporting them.  
 
On larger areas of land set aside for natural regeneration where counting would be difficult, 
we would recommend taking a few representative areas (e.g. 10 square metres on the edge 
of the woodland, then for the inner woodland, and any other variation areas), counting the 
number of established and well positioned saplings, and then creating a whole-site estimate 
based on this calculation (e.g. if there are on average 20 new trees in every 10 square 
metres, and the site is 1,000 square metres, then you can report 2,000 trees).  

Please use our Tree Reporting Tool (TRT) to report trees that have established since July 
2024 (project’s inception), are now at least a year old (based on their size and species), and 
that you intend to leave in place. There are two different forms to create reports, depending 
on the size of the scheme you are reporting, which you can access here: 

• 10 trees or fewer to report: https://arcg.is/1101vv0  

• More than 10 trees to report: https://arcg.is/1zSLDD2  

 

Technical Advice Note 4:  
Guide to our key delivery partners and East Suffolk Council funding 
schemes 
 

https://arcg.is/1101vv0
https://arcg.is/1zSLDD2
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Introduction 
This advice note provides a short overview of our key delivery partners’ subsidy or grant 
schemes, as well as our funds. If your project is eligible, you will have the option to either go 
through us and take advantage of officer assistance with preparing and designing your 
scheme and the application process, or you can apply directly to them. You may also want 
to consider a third option of using consultants, particularly if your site is likely to need 
significant technical assessment anyway (e.g. is known to have a high possibility of 
archaeological value); we would recommend completing the PSAT and speaking to us before 
considering consultants to check whether we can help you for free first, and then only 
referring you on to consultants (at your own expense) if necessary.  

The Woodland Trust’s MOREwoods subsidy scheme 
If your scheme will be over 500 trees, and on at least 0.5 hectares of land (which could be 
made up of multiple small parcels of at least 0.1 hectares each), then your proposal may be 
eligible for the Woodland Trust’s MOREwoods subsidy scheme.  

This is a subsidy scheme, with the Woodland Trust and East Suffolk Council together paying 
90% of the costs of the trees and protection, and between 60-75% of the costs of planting 
contractors (if needed). This equates to the landowner paying for 10% of the cost of the 
trees and protection between 10-25% of the costs of planting contractors.  

As part of the overall package includes the trees, basic tree protection equipment, 
contractor planting (if needed), as well as advice and scheme planning to determine the tree 
species mix, number of trees, and positioning of the trees on site. This scheme is awarded 
on a competitive basis, and therefore proposals most in alignment (and effectively 
demonstrated to be) with the Woodland Trust’s eligibility and priority criteria for the 
scheme are more likely to be successful.  

Once you have completed the PSAT and received advice from one of our officers, we can 
pass on details of your scheme to the Woodland Trust to get the project moving, and you 
can formally apply for this scheme via their website, here: 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/trees-for-landowners-and-
farmers/morewoods/.  
 

The Woodland Trust’s MOREhedges subsidy scheme 
If your scheme comprises 100 metres or more of hedgerow (and therefore 500 trees or 
more), then you may be eligible for the Woodland Trust’s MOREhedges subsidy scheme.  

This is a subsidy scheme, with the Woodland Trust and East Suffolk Council paying 90% of 
the costs of the trees and protection, and between 60-75% of the costs of planting 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/trees-for-landowners-and-farmers/morewoods/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/trees-for-landowners-and-farmers/morewoods/
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contractors (if needed). This equates to the landowner paying for 10% of the cost of the 
trees and protection between 10-25% of the costs of planting contractors.  

As part of the overall package includes the trees, basic tree protection equipment, 
contractor planting (if needed), as well as advice and scheme planning to determine the tree 
species mix, number of trees, and positioning of the trees on site. The scheme is awarded on 
a competitive basis, and therefore proposals most in alignment (and effectively 
demonstrated to be) with the Woodland Trust’s eligibility and priority criteria for the 
scheme are more likely to be successful.  
 
The MOREhedges scheme has more strict criteria than MOREwoods. The intention of the 
MOREhedges subsidy scheme is to help fund new hedgerow that will connect existing 
woodlands (no more than 500 metres away) together, or to connect existing hedgerows to 
each other, rather than being used to restore gaps or not connect at both ends to hedgerow 
or woodland.  

Once you have completed the PSAT and received advice from one of our officers, we can 
pass on details of your scheme to the Woodland Trust to get the project moving, and you 
can formally apply for this scheme via their website, here: 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/trees-for-landowners-and-
farmers/morehedges/. 
 

The Forestry Commission’s England Woodland Creation Offer grant scheme 
(EWCO)  
If your scheme will be on a site of at least 1 hectare (and therefore around the 1,000-1,500 
trees mark), you may be eligible for the Forestry Commission’s England Woodland Creation 
Offer (EWCO).  

The EWCO is a grant funding scheme provided by national government via the Forestry 
Commission to fund new woodlands on suitable sites in England. It provides funding for: 

• Capital works – the items and activities needed to establish the new woodland. This 
includes supporting infrastructure (e.g. fencing, etc.) and the cost of the labour to 
plant the new trees. 
 

• Maintenance payments – an annual payment of £400 per hectare for 15 years for 
ongoing maintenance.  
 

• (if applicable) additional contributions if the woodland’s location and design will 
deliver public benefits. 
 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/trees-for-landowners-and-farmers/morehedges/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/trees-for-landowners-and-farmers/morehedges/
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• (if applicable) a payment of £1,100 per hectare if the proposed planting site falls 
entirely within a low sensitivity area for woodland creation (i.e. is ideally located for 
woodland creation). 

Anyone with a site over 1 hectare in total size (the overall scheme can be made up of 
multiple parcels) in England is potentially eligible for the EWCO grant. However, not all 
applicants with eligible projects will be granted funding – it is a competitive process with 
those that meet the most eligibility criteria having the advantage. 

Sites of over five hectares are also eligible for the associated and Woodland Creation 
Planning Grant, or ‘WCPG’, which provides further support at the planning stage.  

The EWCO grant funding covers most costs, however, you may have to use consultants for 
any necessary technical survey work, and you may have to fund this yourself. The EWCO 
works on the basis that the works are agreed, carried out, and then costs claimed back.  

You can only claim for costs identified and agreed to in your approved application – if 
additional costs arise during the process of delivering the new woodland, you will likely 
have to cover these yourself.  

Once you have completed the PSAT and received advice from one of our officers, we can 
pass on details of your scheme to the Forestry Commission to get the project moving, and 
you can formally apply for the EWCO grant (and WCPG, if relevant) via the Government’s 
website, here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/england-woodland-creation-offer.   
 

The Farmland Bird Support Fund (FBSF)  
The East Suffolk Farmland Bird Support Fund (FBSF) is a funding scheme that provides grants 
for projects on and adjacent to agricultural land that will support farmland birds.  

The FBSF is managed by East Suffolk Council and has been secured through the Sizewell C 
Deed of Obligation to help mitigate the impact of Sizewell C on farmland birds.  

This fund must be used solely towards farmland bird support measures. This includes the 
creation and enhancement of habitats for birds that use farmland for cover, nesting, 
foraging areas and food.  Whilst not the primary focus of the scheme, tree and hedgerow 
planting can be funded if this will provide appropriate mitigation and opportunities for the 
provision of other farmland bird habitat has also been considered. Funds can be awarded to 
projects that are able to deliver appropriate mitigation measures and projects within the 
areas of East Suffolk most affected by the Sizewell C project are prioritised. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/england-woodland-creation-offer
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You can read more about the FBSF and apply for it here: 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/945d654208be47f68b1ddde0c7768708.   
 

The Natural Environment Improvement Fund (NEIF) 
The Natural Environment Improvement Fund (NEIF) is a grant scheme funded by Sizewell C, 
secured through the Sizewell C Deed of Obligation and administered by the Suffolk and 
Essex Coast and Heaths National Landscape (SECHNL); the NEIF forms part of a wider 
package of mitigation and compensation measures related to the Sizewell C Project. 

Applications will be accepted for eligible projects within the Natural Environment 
Improvement Area (NEIA) – this area covers most of East Suffolk, particularly the south-east 
and southern and mid coastal areas of the district.  

Applications are encouraged for very large projects. Acid grassland, heathland and coastal 
areas are part of the distinctive character of the National Landscape and tree planting will 
not be appropriate where it would be detrimental to the natural beauty and special qualities 
of the designated area. However, on sites that may be suitable for strategic scale tree 
planting, projects will primarily be assessed on how they will address at least one of the 
following: 

• mitigate the residual landscape and visual impacts of the Sizewell C Project, 
• deliver sustainable long-term management and maintenance of woodlands, hedges 

and other established vegetation that contribute to the conservation and 
enhancement of landscape character,  

• enhance ecology, biodiversity, and wildlife, and improvement habitat connectivity 
and resilience, 

• deliver effective outcomes, and 
• be consistent with a not-for-profit purpose. 

Applications for projects to be funded through the grant scheme can be submitted by: 

• Registered charities, 
• Landowners or a group of landowners in the vicinity of the Sizewell C Project, 
• Community group(s), voluntary organisations, social enterprises, public bodies, or, 
• An individual(s) or business(es) where the project shows a clear benefit to the wider 

community.  

Further information about the NEIF, how to apply, and a map of the NEIA can be accessed 
here:  https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0324c8be17024ada8c73c1edbfc160d4.  
 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/945d654208be47f68b1ddde0c7768708
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0324c8be17024ada8c73c1edbfc160d4
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The East Suffolk Greenprint Forum’s Nature First Small Grants Scheme  
This scheme can provide funding grants of between £250 and £1,000 for community-led 
projects that specifically contribute to the enhancement of local biodiversity and/or its 
understanding and appreciation by the local community. Eligible projects may include work 
to restore existing habitats, creation of habitats, provision of nesting / roosting places for 
birds, pollinators and other animals, or activities to help local people of any age learn about 
and enjoy their local biodiversity.  

More information about the Nature First small grants fund can be found here:  
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/environmental-services/east-suffolk-greenprint-
forum/nature-first-small-grants-scheme.   

Match funding with local businesses, organisations and individuals 
We will explore the potential to match fund with local businesses, organisations or 
individuals to enable small non-community projects in the district, as these projects most 
need external funding support.  

Our policies and systems for how these contributions will be collected and allocated to 
eligible projects are not yet set out in detail. However we intend to match donations on a 
50/50 basis up to a set funding limit per year. 
 

Technical Advice Note 5:  
Schools, parish councils, and other community woodland projects 
 
The Woodland Trust offers free tree packs of 15, 30, 105 or 420 tree saplings for community 
projects. This can include schools, town/parish councils, resident associations/land trusts, or 
other community groups that own land or have explicit permission from the landowner to 
plant trees on the land.  

The process for applying for the community tree packs is simple via the Woodland Trust 
website, however we would still encourage proposers of these projects to still go through 
the PSAT so that officers can give you some helpful advice on optimising your planting 
scheme.  

More information on the Woodland Trust packs can be found here: 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/. 

Another option for very small community projects (fewer than 50 trees) is to check with the 
Suffolk Tree Warden Network; your parish council may have a dedicated tree warden, who 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/environmental-services/east-suffolk-greenprint-forum/nature-first-small-grants-scheme
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/environmental-services/east-suffolk-greenprint-forum/nature-first-small-grants-scheme
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/
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may be able to advise you of local community nurseries giving away trees, or small free Tree 
Council boxes (these are usually around 30 trees).  

For larger projects, we would recommend you consider the Tree Council’s various 
community project funds; at this time, we would recommend you go directly through the 
Tree Council rather than the PSAT first, as we are not working directly with the Tree Council 
at this time.  

  

Technical Advice Note 6:  
Agroforestry, food forests, and community orchards 
 

Introduction 
Agroforestry is a collective term for different agricultural practices (i.e. pastoral, arable or 
horticultural) There are many benefits to introducing trees into agricultural systems, such as 
providing: 

• Shelter, shade, and screening for livestock – this is particularly valuable in relation to 
more extreme weather anticipated through the impacts of climate change, 

• Nutritious forage and medicinal plant access for livestock, 
• Attracting and supporting pollinators on the farm, 
• Improved soil structure, drainage/flood resilience, and nutrient density on the farm, 

and– all increasing its sustainability, 
• Improved water quality, 
• Provides a wood product (if trees suitable for coppicing/pollarding are included), 
• Provide a fruit, nut, or other consumable product (e.g. birch water), and  
• Supports farm diversification – wooded areas could enable diversification into 

camping/glamping, bushcraft, forest school or other activities that could provide an 
additional income stream.  

The main types of agroforestry are: 

• Silvoarable agroforestry: trees are planted at wide spacings and intercropped with arable 
crops, 
 

• Silvopastoral agroforestry: trees are combined with forage grassland and livestock 
production, 
 

• Wood pasture and traditional orchards: priority habitats managed in a low-intensity way 
for biodiversity. 
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You may be able to access funding for trees and protection, plus receive capital payments, 
via the Government’s agroforestry plan funding and via the Sustainable Farming Incentive 
(SFI) scheme. You can read more about these funding opportunities here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/funding-and-grants-for-
agroforestry/funding-and-grants-for-agroforestry  

For smaller agroforestry projects, we recommend you consider whether you would be 
eligible for grant funding through the East Suffolk Farmland Bird Support Fund and submit 
an application. You can read more about the fund here:  
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/945d654208be47f68b1ddde0c7768708.  

For very small agroforestry projects, the Woodland Trust runs an annual East Anglia Tree 
Giveaway scheme, which provides free tree packs (usually around 50-100 trees) to farmers 
in Suffolk, Norfolk and Essex. The application form usually opens in the summer for pack 
collections in November/December. More information can be found at: 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/east-anglia-tree-giveaway/.  

If you are considering planting near a main river, we would recommend checking with the 
Environment Agency to ensure it is allowed in your area.  

If you would like to learn more about agroforestry, we would recommend starting with the 
government’s guide to agroforestry, available here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/a-guide-
to-agroforestry. You can also consider the Woodland Trust’s agroforestry webpages: 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/agroforestry-benefits/.  
 

Community orchards and food forests 
Community orchards provide a social co-operative community space for local people to 
meet, engage, be active and work cooperatively towards a common goal of producing low 
cost, nutritious food for their households and/or action groups and causes within their 
community.  
 
Community orchards are not normally reliant on native species of trees, but instead will be 
populated with non-native ‘cultivar’ trees; cultivar trees are productive species of trees that 
have been selectively bred over time to produce larger, tastier and/or more reliable crops, 
and some are more adapted to environmental conditions in some areas of the UK than 
others, such as East of England varieties of apple and pear.  

Common crops that community orchards (in the UK) can provide are: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/funding-and-grants-for-agroforestry/funding-and-grants-for-agroforestry
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/funding-and-grants-for-agroforestry/funding-and-grants-for-agroforestry
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/945d654208be47f68b1ddde0c7768708
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/east-anglia-tree-giveaway/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/a-guide-to-agroforestry
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/a-guide-to-agroforestry
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/agroforestry-benefits/


 

37 

 

• Cultivar fruit, e.g.: apple (particularly East of England varieties e.g. St Edmund’s 
Russet), pear/wild pear, quince, plum, fig, cherries, damson 
 

• Cultivar nuts: walnut, hazel (cobnuts/filberts), sweet chestnut 

If you are interested in taking more of a ‘community food forest’ (also known as ‘forest 
gardens’) approach, you could also consider including:  

• Berries for jellies, jams, cordial and syrups: rowan, elder, dog rose (rosehips) 
 

• Productive trees and shrubs: crab apple (jellies and jams), rowan (jelly), elder 
(cordial), dog rose (rose hips used for syrup), wild service tree, silver birch (birch 
water and syrup), field maple (maple syrup – will be less sweet than commercial 
syrups), black/red/white currant, blackthorn (sloes for sloe gin), medlars, 
gooseberries, bay trees (spice), curry plant (spice). 
 

• Supportive pollinator shrubs/plants for orchard edges, fencing (climbers), or lawn 
areas between trees: comfrey, buddleia, lavender, rosemary, sage, phacelia, grape 
hyacinth, daffodils, marjoram, clover, borage, dill, cosmos, fennel (also as an aromatic 
perennial herb), echinacea, mahonia, abelia, honeysuckle, hawthorn (haws and 
young leaves also edible), ivy, magnolia (flower petals taste like ginger with a floral 
twist, and can be pickled).  
 

• Resource trees/plants: comfrey (external medicine and plant fertilizer), stinging 
nettle (plant fertilizer), horse chestnut (for making laundry soap), osier, goat or 
purple willow (for weaving), pine (for crafts), etc.   

It is recommended that that food forests are planned using permaculture principles. 
Permaculture principles centre around optimising effort at the planning stage, so that the 
forest takes care of itself after establishment and needs minimal maintenance or change.  

Key permaculture principles include:  

• Selection of appropriate plants for the project – what does your community want to 
eat? 

• The upfront planning of vertical layering – if an overstory and understorey system is 
appropriate for your project,  

• Density and efficient use of land – to maximise your yields, 
• Planning the forest in convenience ‘zones’ – i.e. plan your forest so the plants you 

need to access the most often, such as culinary herbs, are in the most easily 
harvestable or otherwise convenient location (e.g. nearest the community’s 
community centre/it’s kitchen), and vice versa, 

• Supporting pollinators and wildlife, and  
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• General circularity and sustainability of the system to reduce input.  

These key principles aim to minimise environmental harm from the food production process 
and to reduce the inputs into (time, energy, maintenance, seeds/plants, etc.) and 
disturbance to the system as much as possible once established.  

Some recommended reading on permaculture can be found here and training courses can 
be found here.  

For orchard/food forests that incorporate orchard cultivar trees projects, we recommend 
you consider the information provided on the Orchard Network’s website on Suffolk-based 
orchard groups and suppliers. You may be able to access grant funding for up to £20 per 
tree through the People’s Trust for Endangered Species’ community orchard grants. We 
recommend you identify the space and varieties you would like to grow and find out if you 
are eligible for the grant, before completing the PSAT.  

We would otherwise recommend that you purchase orchard trees from local commercial 
nurseries that stock Suffolk and East of England varieties and have robust biosecurity and 
sustainable sourcing policies. 
 

Technical Advice Note 7:  
Woodland Tree Preservation Orders and protecting trees in 
conservation areas 

 
Introduction 
A Tree Preservation Order (TPO) is an order made by a local planning authority in England to 
protect individual trees, trees within an area, groups of trees or whole woodlands in the 
interests of amenity. Protected trees can be of any size or species. For trees within the East 
Suffolk district area, the relevant local planning authority is East Suffolk Council.  

Orders covering a woodland protect the trees and saplings of whatever size within the 
identified area, including those planted or growing naturally after the Order was made. This 
is because the purpose of the Order is to safeguard the woodland as a whole, which 
depends on regeneration or new planting.  

An Order prohibits the cutting down, topping, lopping, root damage, and uprooting of trees 
without the local planning authority’s written consent, and enables legal consequences for 
wilful damage and wilful destruction. If consent for works is given, it can be subject to 
conditions which have to be followed.  

https://www.permaculture.org.uk/research/top-ten-permaculture-books?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=10876776848&gclid=CjwKCAjw6P3GBhBVEiwAJPjmLgU7eRoMas7auH6UiOqU_V1KTGPA4nvuHfO2HvJFdhfsKnV-HYid4RoCdqcQAvD_BwE
https://www.permaculture.org.uk/courses
https://www.orchardnetwork.org.uk/east-of-england
https://ptes.org/campaigns/traditional-orchard-project/orchard-grants/
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Failure to obtain permission before carrying out work on a protected tree (or tree that is 
part of a protected woodland) can result in prosecution, with fines of up to £20,000 in a 
magistrates’ court. Serious cases may be taken to trial in the crown court and offenders 
could face an unlimited fine if convicted. 

Single-tree Tree Preservation Orders are also possible, but for woodlands it is more efficient 
to protect the whole area via a Woodland Tree Preservation Order.  

How are Tree Preservation Orders made? 
Tree Preservation Orders can be made by Councils when trees or woodland areas of public 
amenity value are demonstrably under threat from felling or damage. If you believe a tree(s) 
that fit this description is in imminent risk of removal, you can contact the council to bring it 
to our attention.  

‘Amenity’ is not defined in law, so authorities need to exercise judgment when deciding 
whether it is within their powers to make an Order. Orders should be used to protect 
selected trees and woodlands if their removal would have a significant negative impact on 
the local environment and its enjoyment by the public.  

Local planning authorities may consider matters such as: 

• the extent to which the tree(s) can be seen by the public, though visibility alone isn’t 
enough to warrant a TPO; 

• importance of the tree(s) or woodlands characteristics, such as: 
o size and form, 
o future potential as an amenity, 
o rarity, 
o cultural or historical value, 
o contribution to, and relationship with, the landscape, 
o contribution to the character or appearance of a conservation area;  

• other factors, like importance to nature conservation or response to climate change. 

The council does not have to place a TPO on any tree and will only do so when it considers it 
expedient to do so and it is within the scope of the law, but it has a duty to enforce existing 
TPOs.  

Within the first six months of a TPO being served, it can be confirmed or terminated at any 
time. It can also be modified during this time, although you can’t add more trees to the TPO 
in this time period. If more trees need to be added, a new TPO will usually be created.  If no 
objections are received after 28 days, the TPO will usually be made permanent (Confirmed). 
A tree works application must then be submitted to the council before any works can legally 
be carried out. 
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More information on Tree Preservation Orders can be found on the Government’s website, 
here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-
areas.  

Tree planting and works in conservation areas 
There are no formal restrictions on tree planting in conservation areas, though we would 
encourage people to be mindful of any adverse impacts tree planting may have on the 
special built environment characteristics that has led to its designation as a conservation 
area (usually of historical significance or other cultural value), for example, blocking views of 
valued views or architectural features, as per the details set out in that specific area’s 
Conservation Area Appraisal document. For East Suffolk conservation areas, you can find 
them here: https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/asset-lister/conservation-area-appraisals.  

New trees planted do not have protection from conservation area designations until they 
have a diameter greater than 75 mm when measured at 1.4 metres above adjacent ground 
level. Once covered by the protection of the conservation area designation, works to trees 
with a stem diameter over 75 mm measured at 1.4 m above ground level need to be 
notified to the Council using the form available on the Council’s website. The Council then 
has six weeks to decide how to respond; either by serving a TPO to prevent the works 
happening, or by advising the notifier that we have no objections. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-areas
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-areas
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/asset-lister/conservation-area-appraisals


 

41 

 

Appendix 3:  
Permission to plant on East Suffolk Council land request 
form 
 
The adopted Strategy document will include a link to a form on our website through which 
community groups can request permission to obtain the lease of suitable East Suffolk 
Council-owned land to plant (or secure and naturally regenerate) and maintain trees. 
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Appendix 4:  
ESSL planting and maintenance policies and responsibilities 
 
Tree Maintenance and Public Safety  
East Suffolk Council recognises its responsibility to fulfil the Council’s Statutory Duties with 
regard to the role of tree management and maintenance, which is undertaken by East 
Suffolk Services Ltd on behalf of the East Suffolk Council Property & Place Land Team. It 
does this through its Policy for the Maintenance of Trees on East Suffolk Council Land 
(February 2025). 

Under The Occupiers Liability Acts (1957and1984) which requires occupiers of land to have 
a common, duty of care to all visitors, the Act requires the occupiers to take reasonable care 
to maintain their land in such a condition that it does not harm any person or damage any 
property. The duty of care is extended where the landowner invites the public onto land for 
recreation.  

The Health and Safety at Work, etc. Act (1974) and the Management of Health and Safety at 
Work Regulations (1999) require the Council to manage trees and undertake work on trees 
with regard to the health and safety of the public and employees. 

The Arboriculture Service within the Grounds Maintenance specification identifies the aims, 
objectives and works to be undertaken by the Council’s local authority trading company, 
East Suffolk Services Ltd (ESSL).  
 

Tree Inspections 
ESSL undertake a rolling programme of tree inspections in order to ensure that tree stocks 
are kept safe and in a healthy condition. The survey records information on all Council 
owned sites where there are trees and identify any tree which may pose a risk to health and 
safety.  

In the case of unsafe trees, remedial action is taken within a time scale recommended by 
inspectors. Other works are organised in line with the priorities identified by the inspectors. 

Appropriate re-inspection dates are set for those trees identified as being a risk in the near 
future and/or the appropriate reinspection date for the site, dependent on their age, 
condition, location and species. If, however, a resident has concerns regarding the condition 
of a particular tree, the Council will carry out a responsive inspection. 
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Dead, Dying and Dangerous Trees 
The Council has a duty of care to ensure that the trees that it has responsibility for are in a 
safe condition, and therefore would seek to remove any dangerous trees, and to monitor 
trees which are in decline, to ensure they do not become dangerous.  

In the case of dead trees, wherever practicable, efforts will be made to retain these where 
they have high wildlife value, and they do not represent a danger. In some instances, a dead 
tree could be reduced to a standing trunk to provide habitat for wildlife.  
 

Dangerous or Nuisance Branches 
A dangerous branch is one which is dead, shows signs of decay or damage, or weak 
attachment to the tree and which could cause harm or damage if it fell. Where a dangerous 
branch is identified the Council has an obligation to make it safe.   
 

Damage to Property 
Where it can be demonstrated that a tree is the primary cause of direct or indirect damage 
to property, the Council has an obligation to rectify the problem. Direct damage may include 
tree roots breaking paving stones, or trunks or branches damaging garden walls. Indirect 
damage may include subsidence due to soil shrinkage resulting from water extraction by 
tree roots.  

In cases of damage to property it should be clearly demonstrated, by the property owner, 
that the tree is the principal cause of the damage.  This will be assessed on a case-by-case 
basis and other factors, such as early notification, age of structure and surrounding 
environment will be taken into account. 
 

Falling Leaves or Debris and Aphid Problem 
The Council is not legally responsible for fallen leaves or other tree debris such as cones, 
seeds, berries, fruit, blossom etc.  

Pruning of trees is not a solution to this occurrence and felling a tree to address issues of 
leaf litter etc. is not a justification in itself. 

The same criteria applies to trees which host aphids with associated honeydew. There is 
little that can be done about the aphids which cause this problem, and pruning the tree to 
resolve issues with aphids is not a justification in itself. Where honeydew affects cars, it can 
be removed using warm soapy water, particularly if the car is washed as soon as possible. 
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Obstruction of Light to Houses or Gardens 
There is no obligation on the Council to carry out work on trees to address shading issues.  It 
is usually very difficult to prune a tree in order to give a lasting improvement in light levels 
to a property.  

Often the extent of pruning required to alleviate light obstruction can be damaging to the 
tree or destroy its amenity value, and thick re-growth following pruning can make shading 
problems worse. However, there may be exceptional circumstances whereby the act of 
pruning or felling to remove another identified issue with the tree (e.g. health or danger to a 
structure) may alleviate the problem.  
 

Branches Affecting Telephone and Power Lines 
Effective use of telephone lines and power supplies is the responsibility of the service 
provider. If residents are experiencing problems with telephone reception or suspect a tree 
is interfering with a power line, they are advised to contact their service provider for advice. 
 

Television Reception 
The Council will not carry out works to trees or remove trees in order to improve television 
reception. Aerials and satellite dishes should be carefully sited at the time of installation, 
with consideration being given to how neighbouring trees may grow in the future. 
 

Overhanging Branches 
The Council has no greater a responsibility than a private landowner or neighbour in respect 
of overhanging branches. We would only cut them back in circumstances where damage is 
being caused to adjacent structures, is overhanging a highway (which includes Public Rights 
of Way), or the tree’s branches are otherwise dangerous, such as because it is diseased or 
dying. 

Under common law a property owner has a legal right to cut back overhanging branches 
from land adjacent to their boundary. This work should be done to a good standard (British 
Standard 3998:1989 ‘Recommendations for Treework’) by a competent person. 
 

Branches Obscuring Signs or Street Lighting Columns 
Where trees are blocking streetlights, road signs etc. and jeopardise public safety the 
Council is obliged to alleviate the problem, in most cases this can be done whilst retaining 
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the tree. In extreme cases removal of the tree and replacement with a more suitable species 
may be necessary. 

Solar Panels 
It would be reasonable for the Council to consider requests to carry out work on trees which 
are restricting the efficiency of solar panels where the trees have been planted, or have self-
seeded, subsequent to the panels being installed (if proof of installation is provided). Where 
solar panels have been sited in locations where the presence of existing trees restricts the 
light they receive, or have been sited in locations where pre-existing, immature, trees will 
grow up to restrict light levels, it would be unreasonable to expect the Council to remove or 
reduce these trees. 

Development Priorities 
East Suffolk Council recognise that it may be necessary for the Council to carry out work on 
trees in response to its development and enhancement priorities. Such priorities may 
include maintenance and improvement or the redevelopment of parks, gardens and other 
green spaces. Where trees are removed, the Council would normally seek to replace them 
with species appropriate to the location and site conditions. 

Wildlife Habitats 
Where appropriate the Council will normally consider retaining dead standing trees for the 
benefit of wildlife and managing tree belts and woodland areas in order to maximise their 
wildlife value. Veteran trees (trees which, because of their great age, size or condition, are 
of exceptional cultural, landscape or nature conservation value) are managed and 
maintained in order to preserve their unique characteristics.  The Council has obligations 
regarding its management of sites to promote biodiversity. Examples include, though are 
not limited, to coppicing and thinning. 

The Council will not carry out work on trees to address the issue of bird droppings. Nesting 
birds are protected by the Countryside and Wildlife act (and other related wildlife law) and 
only health and safety works would normally be considered during the nesting season to 
avoid causing unintended disturbance to nesting birds. It may be necessary to obtain a 
license from DEFRA to carry out essential Health and Safety works to a tree in which birds 
are nesting, or on sites where badgers and other protected species are present. When 
carrying out tree works, the Council is obliged to comply with all legislation relating to the 
protection of wildlife.  

Woodland Management 
The Council is responsible for several woodland areas comprising woodland strips as well as 
larger areas.  These sites are predominantly used for through routes/access or recreation 
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and are valuable sites for biodiversity (particularly when acting as a wildlife corridor - joining 
other areas of green infrastructure). 

The Council’s approach to woodland management is limited to works to ensure safety and 
the ad hoc management of invasive species. Such species cause a reduction in the 
biodiversity value of woodland sites, and disrupts complex ecosystems, insect associations, 
soil and mycorrhizal fungi associations. Once invasive species have been established, it can 
be difficult and costly to eradicate and can hinder tree inspections, which are a statutory 
requirement. 

The long-term aim for larger sites within the district be the subject of woodland 
management plans, bringing them into line with the UK Forestry Standard (2011). The aim is 
to improve biodiversity, amenity and recreational values and to ensure woodlands are able 
to meet the challenges posed by a changing climate and by pests and diseases. The same 
principles of management will be applied to smaller areas of woodland throughout the 
district when sites are proactively inspected. 

Natural regeneration of suitable species will be encouraged along with the retention of 
seed-bearing trees. This process of encouraging balanced woodland succession may in some 
cases require supplementary planting where natural processes are likely to be insufficient. 

Veteran trees, (those trees which exhibit characteristics of ancient trees regardless of age) 
are of international importance to biodiversity, for saproxylic invertebrates (insects 
associated with dead wood), fungi, birds, bats, and lichens and all efforts will be made to 
sustain them. 
 

Species 
Over reliance on a single species is problematic due to the threat of pests and disease with a 
changing climate among the other factors which could significantly impact upon the tree 
population.  

Oak is an iconic tree which can be integrated and adapted to local conditions and ecology. 
Older or larger trees are likely to provide a proportionately higher contribution than 
younger and smaller trees due to their greater mass and higher volume of habitat features. 
Several issues can affect this species in the UK, including Acute Oak Decline, and the oak 
processionary moth (Thaumetopoea processionea) (with implications for human health).  

Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) is an important feature in woodlands, gardens and open spaces. 
This species is considered important for dead wood invertebrates and is the second most 
important native tree for lichens, filling a niche left by the demise of elm trees due to Dutch 
elm disease. Unfortunately, Ash trees are currently now under threat from the fungus 
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Chalara fraxinea / Hymenoscyphus pseudoalbidus (Ash Dieback). Ash Dieback has affected a 
large proportion of ash trees in the UK and has caused significant decline and loss within the 
native ash population. This species can cause problems where it establishes in inappropriate 
locations such as adjacent to fencing or walls with a high potential for future damage as the 
tree increases in size. 

Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) is also well renowned for its ability to regenerate in areas 
of open ground. This species is not considered to be native but naturalised, and as such is of 
value to biodiversity. It supports a range of epiphytes, herbivores and ground flora, 
comparable to those of many native species. Flowering in midsummer when limited 
numbers of other tree species are, it provides an important source of nectar and pollen. This 
species can require control where it develops in inappropriate locations or where it 
suppresses the development of other important trees. Sycamore may become an 
increasingly important feature if local ash populations are significantly affected by Ash Die-
Back but may themselves be subject to Sooty Bark Disease. 

Willow (particularly Salix caprea) and birch (Betula pendula) are ‘pioneer’ native trees which 
readily colonise areas of open ground and support an important range of associated flora 
and fauna including many species of moths, butterflies and bees. These species have 
relatively short life spans (typically less than 70 years) and generally do not reach equivalent 
size of other trees such as oak and ash. They form an important feature across the district 
and as they regenerate freely, they are an excellent source of ‘free’ trees.  
 

The Tree Inspection and Maintenance Service  
All work to Council trees is carried out in line with British Standard 3998: 2010 
‘Recommendations for Tree work’.  In addition, any partner or sub-contractor carrying out 
work on behalf of the Council should be Arboricultural Association approved, or able to 
demonstrate that they have achieved a similar standard of competency. All personnel 
undertaking tree works must wear the appropriate Personal Protective Clothing and be 
adequately trained.  

Hours of Operation 
Tree works shall not generally be undertaken before 0730 hrs or after 1800 hrs Monday to 
Saturday.  Work shall not be undertaken on Sundays or Public Holidays or outside specified 
hours unless being carried out on an emergency basis or as part of planned preventative 
maintenance in areas of high traffic. The Council will aim to provide an out of hours tree 
service which, in the event of an emergency, will respond to agreed SLAs.  

The following priorities will be adhered to: 
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• Take all reasonable steps to fulfil duties and obligations to ensure tree safety for public 
and property. 

• Take all reasonable steps to fulfil duties and obligations to ensure trees do not cause 
damage to property. 

• Take all reasonable steps to ensure that trees continue to contribute to the 
development of biodiversity, landscape quality and environmental enhancement.  

• Only remove trees where there are justifiable arboricultural, legal or developmental 
reasons to do so for public benefit. 

• Provide the highest standards of tree care by adherence to the British standard BS3998 
and best practice guidelines.  

A dedicated team of tree officers will undertake an inspection of sites where there are trees 
on a schedule of 1-5 years, according to risk and make an electronic record of each 
assessment on the relevant system.  The software used should provide the ability to map 
and record inspections, with a record of digital imaging where appropriate.  

Tree inspections follow a two-phase process:  

Phase 1:  

• To identify the zonal risk of the space, which is based on footfall, public access and use, 
proximity of the nearest property and highways (including Public Rights of Way), etc.    

• The zonal spaces will then be graded from 1-5.  1 – trees within a high-risk zone to be 
inspected annually to 5 - trees within a negligible risk zone inspected up to five years 
after the initial survey.     

Phase 2:  

• The Service Provider will undertake a detailed assessment of any tree identified as a risk 
following the zonal inspections. This assessment will shape: 

• If works are required. 
• The specification for works where required.   
• The priority of works to be completed. 

 

Disease 
The tree stock will be inspected for infection and spread of tree diseases and relevant action 
taken, as specified to control the spread of diseases that may affect the well-being of the 
tree stock.    

All examples of tree disease will be noted and electronically recorded. These diseases 
include, but are not limited to:  
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• Dutch Elm Disease  
• Fireblight   
• Chestnut Canker   
• Anthracnose of Plane  
• Sooty Bark Disease of Sycamore  

• Horse Chestnut Leaf Miner 
• Sudden Oak Death Syndrome  
• Ash Die-back   
• Fungal Fruiting Bodies 

 
In the event of a major catastrophic disease or environmental event that threatens a large 
number of trees, a joint emergency response plan will be implemented.   
 

Essential Pruning and Felling  
When crown lifting to increase the distance between the ground and the lowest parts of the 
canopy, usually to give vehicular or pedestrian clearance, this shall be achieved by the entire 
removal of all branches to a specified height, generally 2.4m over footways and 5m over 
carriageways. 

When crown thinning, to reduce the density of the crown through the removal of whole or 
subbranches throughout the entire crown, including the extremities.  

When undertaking crown reduction to reduce the overall height and width of the tree 
crown by shortening back of branches to a secondary or lateral branch.   

In undertaking crown reductions of 10 ‐ 40% a natural crown appearance shall be achieved.   
In the case of reductions over 40% up to pollarding, it is appreciated that a natural form 
becomes progressively harder to achieve.   

When re‐pollarding to reduce the tree crown to a minimum by cutting back all branches and 
part of the stem where necessary.  Some branch stumps shall be left to a suitable length to 
encourage vigorous future growth.  

The removal of dead wood shall include removal of dead branches and removal of broken 
branches, snags and diseased or malformed branches.  

Tree felling shall consist of the entire removal of the tree.  If the stump is being removed 
immediately following felling, then the tree may be cut to ground level.  If a delay between 
felling and stump removal occurs, the stump shall remain at a height of 1 metre. For the 
avoidance of doubt not all stumps will be ground out but will be assessed according to site 
conditions.  

The Council will explore and develop opportunities to directly utilise or market the arisings 
(woodchips, logs and timber) generated by arboricultural operations for greater 
environmental sustainability and to provide service improvement.  
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Email us  @  
 

The East Suffolk Tree and Hedgerow Project Team  
esctreestrategy@eastsuffolk.gov.uk  

 
 

Call us     
0333 016 2000 

 
 

Write to us  
 

East Suffolk Council  
Riverside  

4 Canning Road  
Lowestoft 

Suffolk NR33 0EQ 
 
 

This document is available in alternative formats and in different languages on 
request. If you need support or assistance to help you read and/or understand this 

document, please contact the Council using one of the methods above. 
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